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editorial

Our last issue centred on Seattle and the emergence of an international militant anti-capitalism and 
the anarchist content of this supposed ‘new social movement’. It came out around Mayday 2000 
which saw a brilliant conference in London bringing together diverse strands of anarchist and anti­
capitalist groups and individuals. And the cops were there too. Almost a year on Prague stands out as 
another milestone for the anti-capitalist movement in more ways than one. This time the swp were 
on the bandwagon, they’ve been taking almost as much interest in the anarchist movement as the 
old bill have. Their clowning aside, we still have to face up to the fact that anti-capitalist riot tourism 
means almost as little to most working class people as the paper sales and posturing of the left. 
Whatever we think about third world debt, we are all facing massive debt repayments - to banks and 
loan sharks, through bankrupt councils and bankrupt governments. Globalisation begins at home.

On the subject of debt, Black Flag owe our printers well over £2,000 now. This is not because we 
stuck it all up our collective nose but because we have failed to put the price up for years and 
increased the quality of the magazine to try and reach more people than before. Subs and sales are 
up but not enough to make a difference: we can’t build up debts indefinitely. If you think this 
magazine is worth supporting we need anything from one off donations - and thank you to all of 
you who have sent us money over the past year, standing orders, benefits and so on are all vital if we 
are not to go under.

Money was not the only problem we had putting this issue out. We do need more people to get 
involved in production and distribution, taking on responsibility as well as being supportive, as well 
as writing. We want to get back to a useful regularity but we all want to maintain political and 
personal commitments, the reasons why we want this magazine and the wider revolutionary 
movement to succeed.
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ROUGH IN HACKNEY
Workers and residents in Hackney, North London, 
are fighting a corrupt and incompetent council 
which has lost £26... £46... £76... who knows how 
many... millions of pounds. Strikes, occupations 
and demonstrations have been the response to 
cuts and closures. There’s more to come.

In October 2000 auditors 
discovered a bole in tbe 
accounts so large they did not 
know bow big it was. An order 
was made forbidding any new 
expenditure. One of tbe imm­
ediate effects was tbe closure 
of two nurseries, Atberden and 
Fernbank. Parents at both 
immediately occupied them to 
keep them open. When tbe 
council met in November tbe 
order was lifted and the nurs­
eries were reprieved.

There were walkouts by 
some council staff and angry if 
damp demonstrations. A noisy 
demonstration on November 6 
blocked the road at a council 
meeting heavily protected by 
riot police. On December 18 a 
one-day strike across tbe council 
attracted wide support. At tbe 
end of January council workers 
walked out for three days.

Tbe council, including their 
top paid executives like Max 
Caller, don’t seem to have a 
clue what is going on. In Oct­

ober it was only a rumour that 
£4o+million had gone missing. 
The council said it was around 
£25171. By December it was £76 
million. Hackney have sold a 
plot of land on tbe edge of The 
City for £8 6m but supposedly 
this will not make any differ­
ence. So where has the money 
gone? The ‘debt’ is caused by 
money withheld by central 
government, ITnet’s disastrous 
performance (a particularly 
incompetent privatised Hous­
ing Benefit service), and other 
large sums pissed away on 
prestige projects like a leisure 
centre in the richest part of the 
borough, not to mention a few 
bob on glossy free newspapers 
telling us how the council have 
got it all under control. Despite 
their inability to balance the 
books the council still maintain 
they have the means to get the 
borough out of the mess they 
have made. These include 
closure of services, massive 
wage cuts for manual workers, 

and more privatisation.
At present most of the 

initiative is with the council 
workers themselves, however if 
the cuts are to be resisted 
successfully it is up to local 
residents as well to take on the 
council. The parents, children 
and their friends who occupied 
the nurseries at the beginning 
of the crisis were successful in 
defending a service they 
needed. However, one of the 
nurseries, Atherden, has since 
been closed down. It has now 
been squatted.

The most obvious opposition 
to the cuts, apart from the 
council workers themselves, is 
‘Hackney Fightback’ dominated 
by the swp. Despite being 
supposedly community based 
their strategy relies on strikes 
by council workers and indoor 
rallies. Behind this is the daft 
hope of a victory for the London 
Socialist Alliance in the next 
council elections. Hackney is 
supposedly a hotbed of anar­
chist activity and some local 
anarchists, council workers and 
residents, are trying to push an 
alternative to this, reviving the 
‘‘Hackney Heckler” paper and 
printing stickers as well as 
staying involved in Hackney 
Fightback, which is probably 
less marginalised than any 
anarchist grouping, and the 
union action.

Council services have been 
run down for years in Hackney, 
making it difficult for council 
workers to mobilise support. 
Privatised services make 
borough wide strikes weaker, 
council estate sell offs make 
unity amongst tenants harder 
to organise. By shutting services 
and making council tenants 
subsidise other residents 
through their rents the council 
are continuing a deliberate 
policy of driving poorer 
residents out of parts of the 
borough and making the area 
ripe for gentrification and 
property speculation. This is 
neo-liberalism at a local level, 
Hackney is clearly an experi­
ment, to see how far you can 
go. If it works it is coming to a 
council near you soon.
---- > For more info contact: 
hackneyheckler@yahoo.com.au; 
Hackney Fightback 079 4442 2318.

MARK 
BARNSLEY 
-the 
campaign 
goes on... 
On 8 December 2000, 
Mark Barnsley was 
invited to apply for 
parole. He rejected 
the ‘offer’, responding: 
'7 am an innocent man and 
freedom is my right. I am not 
prepared to compromise myself 
by submitting to any form of 
conditional release. If that 
means spending extra years 
incarcerated in top security 
prisons then it is a price I am 
prepared to pay, albeit 
regrettably. My life has been 
completely destroyed by the 
terrible injustice that I have 
suffered, and all that I have left 
are my principles and integrity, 
and I am not prepared to 
compromise them by bending 
my knee to the parole board.” 
On 19 December 2000, about
20 people entered the Crown 
Prosecution Service (cps) offices 
in Sheffield in protest at Mark’s 
continued imprisonment and 
cps non-disclosure of evidence 
which might assist Mark’s case. 
Protesters leafleted staff, 
stating, ‘‘The cps have framed 
Mark Barnsley... they would like 
to think that he doesn’t exist, 
but we won’t forget... if they 
won't release the evidence, 
we'll find it ourselves.” 16 were 
arrested, and charged with 
“conspiracy to burgle, with 
intent.” The case will give Mark 
a chance to air all the dirty 
laundry about the cps frame-up. 

A London Mark Barnsley 
Supporters’ Group has been 
established, which plans to 
carry out one action per month 
to make sure those who’ve 
colluded in framing Mark 
aren’t allowed to forget. 
---- > For details contact: 
PO Box 381, Huddersfield hdi 3XX.
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Seven anti-fascists were 
arrested on 28 November 
2000 as the NF failed in 
their attempt to close down 
a pub in North London. 
The Cock Tavern in Euston, North London is a 
friendly pub with a pool table. For the past few 
years its function room has seen a range of 
left/libertarian meetings and socials, some of 
which have attracted the usual undercover 
coppers and low-life journos in search of an 
exclusive. In November 2000 there was a social 
organised by the 32 Counties Sovereignty Com­
mittee, advertised as having speakers from, 
amongst others, a Kurdish left-nationalist 
group. It promised to be a thrilling way to 
spend a Saturday night. 32 Counties is supposedly 
the Sinn Fein to the ‘Real ira’, who put their 
hands up for the Omagh bombing in 1999. 
Relatives of the victims of the bombing turned 
up at the pub along with TV crews and journal­
ists. The Sunday Times had already written their 
story and presumably paid for the families’ 
travel. It wasn’t a secret meeting but had not 
been that widely advertised. Red Pepper magazine 
reports that rts had received emails asking for 
the meeting to be advertised through their 
email list. The pub, the social and, to an extent, 
the relatives of the victims, had been set up.

The press ‘revealed’ that other groups 
including Reclaim the Streets had meetings at 
the Cock Tavern. Rts’ regular, open, Tuesday 
night meeting was clearly identified -

the RTS/Real ira mad bomber link was there for all to see.
The National Front, that's Terry Blackham’s rump, announced 

on their website that they would be marching on the pub; the 
following Tuesday night.

On Tuesday 28 November around 50 anti-fascists turned out 
to defend the pub from a dozen fascists who were supported by 
around 80 coppers. Despite being protected by the police the 
fascists lost the day. Seven anti-fascists were arrested. The police 
arrested two fascists but changed their minds and released them 
immediately. Despite the NF’s fanciful claims on their web site, 
not one anti-fascist was injured by the fascists. In fact, the fascists 
seemed absolutely startled that their usual practice of hiding 
behind the coppers had failed. They had no stewards and were 
not prepared to support one another.

The NF have vowed to march on the Cock Tavern every Tuesday, 
subject to adequate police protection, until it is closed down. Anti­
fascists have vowed to defend the pub and prevent the fascists 
from securing its closure through intimidation and violence.

Blackham’s NF are not the sharpest tools in the master race’s 
box. They are always up for some abuse and flag-waving at 
Republicans and singing Rule Britannia. However even they must 
know the difference between rts and the ira. So who chose the 
Tuesday night? Was it simply that it was the first day the NF could 
mobilise for? Was it the cops, who turned out in strength to 
protect the NF? A bit of pre-christmas overtime? Was it the NF 
themselves hoping to use anti-iRA sentiment to have a go at an 
increasingly coherent rts? Well, they lost it there. A journalist 
hoping for yet another exclusive? Unlikely, as it didn’t have the 
same 'hold the presses’ importance as the original manipulation. 
So what is left? The same people who set up the original ‘story’. 
And they are... ?
---- > Contact No Platform, BM Box 5827 bcin 3XX; or log onto 
www.antifa.net/noplatform

Mayday 2001
The ‘official workers’ movement’ have 
traditionally used Mayday to pay lip service 
to workers’ struggles, but over the last two 
years the process of reclaiming Mayday as 
a day of celebration for all those struggling 
against capitalism and globalisation has begun. 
In 1999 a tube party was held in London and 
last year’s four day festival of anti-capitalist 
ideas and action included a conference and 
guerrilla gardening.

Monopoly
This year there are plans to celebrate Mayday by playing a game 
of Monopoly on the streets of London on the ist May. This will 
hopefully take the form of lots of autonomous actions, separate 
yet interconnected, which express opposition to the monopoly 
that capitalism has over our lives. Here are some ways in which 
you can get involved:

Organise an autonomous action
Look at a monopoly board and consider the possibilities: housing, 
debt, railways, privatised utilities, prisons and the streets and 
areas in which the daily business of capitalism continues 
unhindered. Get your group or campaign to begin discussing 
what action they want to do. Let the dis-organisers know what 
you are planning and they’ll publicise it.

Contribute to the pamphlet
A booklet is being produced in February to encourage 
autonomous actions. It will be a kind of Squaring Up to the 
Square Mile, with a page dedicated to each square on the 
monopoly board, explaining what goes on there, a bit of history, 
the companies and corporations that do business etc. If you know 
about a particular area, street or issue, then email the (brief) 
details to the address below, stating pamphlet in the subject line.

Co-ordination
To get involved with the overall co-ordination of Mayday 
Monopoly, go to the co-ordinating meetings, which are being held 
monthly and get onto the mailing list. Check the website or phone 
for details.

Fundraising
Funds are, of course, needed. Last year many groups contributed 
an initial sum of £100 to get things off the ground, others 
organised benefits. It would be great if this could happen again. 
Donations are also welcome, no matter how small, from 
individuals. Send cheques made payable to 'mayday 2000’.

Contacts:
Post - BM Mayday London, wcin gxx, Phone - 079 8945 7096 
Email - mayday2001@hushmail.com
Website - www.freespeech.org/mayday2k
(Whilst people from outside the capital are welcome to join in, it 
is hoped that similar events will take place in other areas. There 
are Monopoly games based on many other cities in the UK and 
around the world!)
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I
n September 2000,four 
elected staff representatives 
were suspended from their 

jobs at CSL, the private 
company now running 
Newham Council’s Housing 
Benefit service in East London.

Two months later, after a 
disciplinary hearing, three of 
the four were sacked, ostens­
ibly for breach of contract, but 
an internal memo (mistakenly 
disclosed to the sacked workers) 
reveals the real reasons for 
their sacking:

“...These staff have become 
increasingly troublesome at the 
site and are working hard to 
undermine all that CSL is striv­
ing to achieve... Their behaviour 
is subversive and they are the 
“blockers" who will attempt to 
prevent the Company moving 
forward...”

The memo shows the firm 
weighing up the cost of losing 
an employment tribunal. Dis­
missal is chosen as the most 
cost effective option:

“If we were to lose at a
Tribunal then the likely sanction 
could be £15,000 per person 
which I can fund from within 
my redundancy provision... The 
amount of time which I and my 
team are increasingly spending 
on these issues with these staff 
is enormous and it will be cost 
effective in the long term to 
remove this unnecessary dist­
raction from the real business 
at the sfte." Which is, of course, 
making profits.

What had they done to gain 
such a reputation? They had 
simply raised staff’s concerns 
about the manner in which 
staff and claimants were being 
treated by the company in an 
internal memo to manage­
ment. It included concerns 
about low staff morale, cost 
cutting measures, victimisation 
of staff, benefit claims that 
hadn’t been dealt with and 
lack of both resources and a 
coherent strategy to run an 
effective service. No response 
was forthcoming and a copy of 
the unanswered memo was 
then sent to Inside Housing, a 
weekly news magazine for the 
social housing sector. Although 
Inside Housing never printed 
the communication, but they 
did start investigating the 

story - alerting management 
to the fact that the media were 
interested in their (mal)practices.

CSL have done little to rebut 
the allegations, instead comp­
laining that the three had 
sought to cause CSL "grave 
embarrassment’’. Indeed CSL 
failed to successfully challenge 
a single item of disclosure 
during the disciplinary hear­
ing. They even admitted that 
complaints over performance 
and sickness monitoring, were 
‘in the main correct’.

CSL
CSL is a wholly owned 
subsidiary of Deloitte Touche 
Tohmatsu - the privatised 
housing benefits company. 
Newham Council contracted 
out its Housing Benefit (HB) 
service to CSL in June 1999. The 
privatisation has seen punish­
ing performance targets, cost­
cutting, a massive backlog of 
work and 'private sector man­
agement methods’ that have 
had an adverse impact on 
service delivery. In a recent 
radio interview about the 
problems the company was 
having in its numerous HB 
contracts, a CSL spokesperson 

WHISTLEBLOWERS
of trade union activity and the 
recent and largely untested 
whistleblowing legislation. 
Given the complexity of the 
case, the 3 preferred to find 
their own legal team. What 
they wanted was publicity, 
support and solidarity from the 
union. They are still waiting...

Their decision to reject 
union representation was 
vindicated when they applied 
to the employment tribunal for 
interim relief (a hearing where 
workers complaining of dis­

Public services across the board 
are being privatised with disas­
trous results. Whilst share­
holders take our cash, we face 
evictions from our homes 
because these privatised com­
panies take even longer to 
process HB claims than the 
councils used to (it takes some 
doing to be more inefficient 
than Hackney Council but ITnet 
is living proof that it is possible!). 
The last thing these companies 
want is public scrutiny (as can 
be seen from CSL’s paranoid

“CSL have sacked three people and in so doing, put their families through misery, just for 
voicing the workers’ concerns. Ignored by UNISON, CSL workers, friends and relatives of the 
victimised people, have decided to set up a support group. Together with members of the 
Solidarity Federation, they are carrying out leafleting and picketing of the company. We 
feel also that this is a national issue, and joint action is needed for change. CSL are not 
interested in providing a good service for benefit claimants and now they’re victimising 
and bullying the workers who dare to speak out against this situation. Who will be next9”

admitted, "we were naive in 
estimating the work involved 
(in administering housing 
benefits)”.

Unison
The sacked workers - Dave
Radford,Jane Cowan and Steve 
Stone - sought help from their 
union, Unison. Despite the fact 
that they had clearly been 
sacked for carrying out mand­
ated trade union activities, 
support has been luke-warm at 
best. Representation at tribunal 
was offered, but from a branch 
official and not the Unison 
legal team. The case raises 
some very complicated matters 
of law including the definition

missal for trade union activities 
can apply to have their dismissal 
converted into a suspension on 
full pay pending the full trib­
unal hearing). The certificate 
which the Unison rep had 
completed for the hearing, was 
totally botched. It stated that 
the three had been suspended 
rather than dismissed and 
failed to specify that the union 
believed they had been dismis­
sed for TU activity. The result 
was that the hearing could not 
be heard! The next tribunal 
hearing will be in the summer. 

Where now?
The implications of what has 
happened are wide ranging.

behaviour). This is precisely 
why this case should be public­
ised widely and support and 
solidarity given to Dave, Jane 
and Steve. Workers and tenants 
must be made aware of what 
will inevitably follow privatis­
ation and work together to 
stop it happening to them. 
---- > For info and list of 
Deloitte & Touche offices, 
contact: CSL3 Support Group, PO 
Box 1681, London n8 jle. Email 
housingbenefit@hotmail.com
The CSL3 need money for their 
campaign - send donations 
(cheques payable to 'CSL3').

1. This memo was sent before any 
disciplinary action had been started or 
even hinted at.
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Collective bargaining in France
Givet is a town of 8,000 on the 
Belgian border in northern 
France. The area was domin­
ated by steel and textiles until 
plant closures and restructur­
ing in the 70’s, rendered it an 
ex-industrial wasteland. 22% of 
the local population is unemp­
loyed. The Cellatex plant, where 
the following struggle took 
place, opened in 1903, produc­
ing synthetic fibres. In the early 
1950’s it had 700 employees; by 
July 2000, this number had 
dwindled to 153, one-third of 
them women. Since 1991 it has 
passed through a series of new 
owners, the last of whic, an 
Austrian firm, acquired it to 
loot its assets.

From 1991 onwards, threats 
of closure were used to justify 
wage freezes, cuts in overtime 
pay and imposition of early 
retirement and work on Satur­
days and holidays. By spring 
2000, there had been months 
of fruitless negotiations to 
avoid closure. Having accepted 
so many cuts to preserve a 
factory inseparable from the 
life of the town, the workers 
exploded in rage when closure 
was finally announced.

Talks to save the plant cont­
inued until late June, 2000, but 
on 5 July a local court declared 
Cellatex bankrupt. "We were 
thrown out like so much 
garbage”, said one worker. 
Upon hearing of the bankruptcy, 
a 41-year old woman worker 
said "I didn’t hesitate for a 
second. I’m so angry I’ll blow 
up the plant...” The workers 
knew exactly where their 
weapons were, having worked 
with them for years. The EU 
had classified Cellatex as an 
environmentally high risk 
plant, having 50,000 litres of 

sulphuric acid and other highly 
toxic and flammable materials.

By 8:30pm on 5 July, the 
workers had occupied the 
plant. They signed a statement 
saying they would blow up the 
plant unless production was 
resumed or they received guar­
antees of far better severance 
packages and retraining than 
required by law. The action was 
outside the control of the union 
bureaucracies. The offices were 
stripped, all computers disap­
peared, and the plant gate was 
soldered shut. A leaflet signed 
“the hard core of Cellatex” 
threatened to dump sulphuric 
acid into the Meuse river. A 
court bankruptcy officer, a local 
official from the labour depart­
ment and a local member of 
Parliament were forcibly held 
overnight in the plant.

At a local crisis meeting of 
government officials, union 
bureaucrats and various city 
councils, workers poured gaso­
line on the floor and brand­
ished their cigarette lighters, 
setting off total panic. Local 
authorities evacuated the 
entire area within a 500-meter 
radius of the factory but those 
evacuated showed no hostility 
toward the workers.

There was apparently a split 
in the workforce between the 
“hards” and the “moderates”. 
But the unions met a solid 
front of hostility. "The union 
leaders are politicians completely 
dominated by their parties” 
said one former delegate. “We 
can’t trust them... There is a 
total divide between workers 
struggling for survival and the 
future of their children, and 
the union leaders who still 
“negotiate” by themselves.” The 
authorities adopted a waiting 

strategy to wear the 
workers down, for months if 
necessary, a strategy that 
had worked many times in 
the past. But they had 
miscalculated. When they 
proposed moving the most 
dangerous chemicals for 
“security” reasons, one 
worker replied: “If these 
chemicals are moved, the 
negotiations will end min­
utes later”. Cellatex workers 
demonstrated outside with 
banners reading, "We'll go 
all the way... boom boom”.

On 12 July, 5,000 litres of 
sulphuric acid, symbolically 
dyed red, were dumped into 
a creek leading to the Meuse. 
Firemen stopped it from 
reaching the river, but the 
workers threatened to con­
tinue releasing 10,000 litres 
every two hours, a threat 
never carried out. (The 
factory had a solid reputation 
as a polluter). The action 
did, however, result in 
renewed negotiations in 
Paris. It also broke the 
media blackout on the 
Cellatex struggle.

The workers kept up the 
pressure inside and outside 
the factory, tossing chem­
icals into large fires in front 
of the factory gates and 
setting off small explosions 
for the media.

On 19 July, new terms 
were proposed to the workers, 
and were accepted unanim­
ously. Each worker received 
a special indemnity of 80,000 
francs (they had initially 
demanded 150,000, and 
been offered 36,000), a 
monthly supplement to 
unemployment insurance 
so that all workers with 
more than 6 months service 
would receive their full 
salary for two years and 
special advantages for 
retraining. The agreement 
also established a body to 
oversee the execution of the 
agreement.

The message of Cellatex 
to workers throughout 
France was: “Struggle Pays”. 
The full article in French can 
be obtained from:
Echanges, BP 241, 75866 Paris 
Cedex 18, France.

Korean
Revival

The Korean Anarchist Network 
has resurfaced and conducted 
the first in a series of subway 
actions. They wore costumes 
that highlighted the impover­
ished nature of wage slavery, 
work, consumer culture, beauty 
myths and commuter hell in 
the busy Seoul Subway network.

Activists were repeatedly 
told to leave by the authorities 
and threatened with fines for 
refusal. They responded by 
boarding the subway, spread­
ing the protests throughout 
the carriages and on to a new 
station... the action lasted from 
7 till gam - when the subway is 
at its busiest.

Leaflets read: “don’t stare at 
your mobile phone like a jerk, 
share a beer with someone you 
don’t know on the train instead. 
We are like blind moles. As long 
as we remain blind, the fuckers 
with power will keep us in 
chains”.

The modern Korean Anarch­
ist movement is 'at the starting 
line’ after decades of brutal 
state oppression but is growing 
every minute.
---- > Korean Anarchist 
Network: http://anarclan. net

BRAND NEWS
Brand, the Swedish anarchist 
magazine, has been charged 
with incitement to insurrec­
tion. The March 2000 Women’s 
Day issue was a parody of 
women’s magazines and 
included a feature on "How to 
Make Your Riot a Success” [High 
Heels - In, Zebra Skin Jackets - 
Out.] Brand was charged at the 
end of August - presumably it 
took the Swedish cops longer 
to get the joke than it takes the 
BF team to get an issue out. 
---- > Email: brand@motkraft.net
Web: www.motkraft.net/brand
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