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editorial
Welcome to issue 221 of Black Flag!

It has been a long time since the last one and a lot of exciting events have happened: 
Genoa, Argentina, the protests in New York and Brussels, a general strike in Nigeria — the list 
seems endless. This is why this issue is a bit cramped!

A recurring theme in this issue is the importance of applying anarchist ideas in working 
class struggle. As Alexander Berkman once observed “there is a continuous warfare 
between capital and labour ” For the last 20 years the victories in that war have been mostly 
one way. Are things changing? The number of work days lost to strike action have risen from 
282,000 in 1998 to 354,000 for the first 10 months of2001. Union membership is up, at 6.7 
million. Two-day strikes on the rail network have already led New Labour ministers to talk of 
"wreckers " and the CBI to warn of "Seventies-style industrial anarchy. ’’ The T&G is 
balloting for industrial action at MG Rover. The CWU has voted for strike action over the 
postal workers’ pay dispute.

The current wave of strikes at least poses for the anti-capitalist movement the reality of 
class struggle as the fundamental of an anti-capitalist project. Only when the “anti­
globalisation” movement makes links with working class people in struggle can real anti­
capitalism become possible. The direct action scene is doing this. It is the only way forward 
— an effective anti-capitalist politics has to root itself within the class struggle.

Black Flag aims to aid the development of such a politics and its practice. We need to 
strengthen the politics of class. Anarchists must argue that direct action (strikes, 
occupations, etc.) should be employed over pay and, for instance, health and safety, and as a 
weapon of solidarity. Those of us taking direct action should seek to argue for support demos 
and rallies, not only to draw other working class people into action alongside us but also to 
re-establish a militant presence in the public space.

Events in Argentina are a striking confirmation of this, as well as anarchist theory and 
practice. The “principles of anarchism” (to use Kropotkin’s words) have been reinvented yet 
again in working class struggle. The basic principle of anarchism and syndicalism, the mass 
assembly (of strikers, neighbours) is being successfully applied. Hopefully anarchists across 
the world can help these seeds of anarchy created in struggle to grow and bloom. Together, 
we can make the ruling class lament "we would have got away with it too, if it wasn t for 
those pesky kids ”!

Black Flag’s New Year resolution is to appear regularly, if (at the start) somewhat 
infrequently. Practically, this means that we aim to get Black Flag out twice a year, moving as 
quickly as possible to quarterly. This means that the deadline for the next issue is the 15th of 
August, 2002 so the next issue will be available at the Anarchist bookfair.

As always, any help with writing, production and distribution will be well received!
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Argentinean Embassy 
occupied by Anarchists
Ort the 10th of January, a 
group of protesters 
successfully occupied the 
Argentinean embassy and 
raised an anarchist flag on 
the building. The occupation 
ended with eight of the group 
being arrested, three of which 
were held in custody

In early February the 
“Those Pesky Kids’’ appeared 
at Bow Streets Magistrate to 
answer bail for their role in 
the occupation at the 
Argentinean Embassy. At the 
previous hearing, the CPS 
had asked for 4 weeks in 
which to obtain the Attorney- 
General’s permission to 
proceed with the prosecution.

At this hearing they
admitted that they had not yet 
got the paperwork ready to 
send to the Attorney General. 
The defence lawyers asked for 
the case to be thrown out, and 
pointed out that “Those Pesky 
Kids’’ had already had their 
liberty curtailed for 4 weeks, 
with the bail condition that they 
do not go within 200metres of 
any diplomatic premises. The 
judge agreed to another 4 week 
adjournment to allow the CPS 
to obtain permission.

PRESS RELEASE 
by Those Pesky Kids 
A group of Anarchists are 
occupying the Argentinean 
Embassy in support of the 
peoples’ rejection of their 
“leaders”.

The occupation of the 
embassy is in solidarity with 
the insurrectionary events 
instigated by the majority of 
the Argentinean population. 
We wholeheartedly support 
the dreams and desires of the 
people as they reject the 
right of governments and 
corporations to rule them.

Once heralded as the 
golden child of economic 
liberalisation, the country 
has now plummeted into a 
state of poverty and chaos, 
saddled with US$155 Billion 
debt and unemployment 
levels of 18%. The economic 
collapse in Argentina is due 
to the expansion of free- 
market liberalisation and the 
imposition of IMF enforced 
Structural Adjustment

Programs including the 
relentless privatisation of 
public services. These very 
same policies have caused 
ruin across the globe, from 
the privatisation of water in 
Bolivia to the chaos of 
Railtrack in Britain.

Instead of merely 
accepting the ruin wreaked 
by over a decade of IMF 
austerity measures and 
structural adjustment 
policies - policies that 
continue a centuries old 
system of profiteering and 
exploitation - people across 
Argentina have
autonomously organised 
accountable and democratic 
self-governing assemblies to 
transform the country.

We have occupied this 
embassy to highlight the 
illegitimacy not just of the 
Argentinean government, 
but of all governments. The 
situation in Argentina shows 
both the failure of capitalism 
as a global system and the 
revolutionary strength of 
peoples’ empowerment.

We endorse the peoples’ 
cry of no leaders no 
governments!

We endorse peoples’ 
liberation!

We endorse the creation of 
a new society, free from 
oppression and exploitation!

We endorse the continued 
destruction of capitalism!

La lucha sigue

Rebel workers at home! 
Railway workers from Arriva, South-West Trains and 
ScotRail have staged a series of 24 and 48 hours strikes 
in support of pay claims and to defend fellow workers 
who they felt were being harshly disciplined.

South-West trains were hit hardest with barely 10% of 
trains running in the South - most of the lucrative 
commuter runs into London were cancelled - whilst 
nearly all of Arriva’s northern trains were halted for 48 
hours, and are likely to be cancelled again as the 
dispute (which has already cost £14 million) spreads. In 
Scotland, drivers are operating an overtime ban which 
has cut services by 25%.

For the first time in 26 years, staff at the British Film 
Institute have gone on strike. Intransigent management 
has forced staff from the MSF union to take industrial 
action over pay.

It began with the workers walking out for a half-day 
every Thursday the 26th of January until their demands 
are met. On the first day of the action, the vast majority 
of staff at the main BFI office in London took part leaving 
several floors deserted. Three weeks into the dispute, 
over 100 MSF staff at the British Film Institute walked 
out Staff “have had enough” and refused to bow to 
pressure from the MSF bureaucracy to compromise - the 
office union reps, on the other hand, were commended 
for their more militant stance. After the boss sent a 
patronising email to all the workers, threatening a grant 
freeze if strike action continued, staff responded by 
promising to have more people out next week - one 
union member claimed she “was prepared to walk out 
and starve to death” rather than cave in.

Other disputes in the UK include the usual Post 
Office/Consignia rumblings with threats of walkouts in 
the South-West over disciplinary measures, and the very 
real possibility of a nation wide stoppage over the plans 
to open the service up to competition, balloting is 
already underway.

Industrial action has also been taking place 
elsewhere: Airport workers have voted to strike at 
Manchester and Derry; Portsmouth dockers are on the 
verge of striking and possible lockout; actors have been 
on strike for two months; Belfast aerospace workers are 
currently being balloted on strike action, radiographers 
are currently out, and a whole host of localised disputes 
are continuing.

Freudian slips...
From The Weakest Link.
Anne Robinson: What French word did Karl Marx 
use to describe those who oppressed the working 
class?
Contestant: Trotskyists 
The contestant got the question wrong because, 
obviously, Trotskyist is not a French word....

Ronnie
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IWW ACTION IN SWANSEA
On 14th and 15th January 2002, GAP, third world labour exploiters/developed world consumer rip-offers, used the 
Swansea Job Centre to recruit staff to open a new store. Below is a report by an IWW member who went along as part 
of a planned anti-GAP protest by a number of groups.

“There is need for a job applicants’ Union. Some who turned up at quarter to ten were interviewed long after people 
who turned up an hour later.

People who had said there would be detailed info about the bad points of GAP did not provide it, so that side of the 
plan fell down.

The IWW provided copies of their recruiting literature, “Every Worker Needs A Union” and some for shop employees 
called “Shopfloor” which were given to people coming out of the hotel after being interviewed. Only ;||
two refused to take a copy, most were definitely pro-Union.

The interviews were held in a Hotel, and some people who were not there for interviews also
took leaflets. Everyone who took one was told about the www.iww.org website, and its History
section, and Open Forum. Most said they would have a look. More photocopies had to be made
for the second day.

Tea breaks were taken at the newly opened Community Resource Centre at 217 High Street in
|Swansea. The British IWW magazine Bread and Roses'can now be read there, and they are
^starting a cybercafe. Perhaps some of those leafleted will take up IWW activity in Swansea.”

IWW, PO Pox 4414, Poole, Dorest, BH15 3W|^Mw.iww.org.uk

MMR
A Vaccine Too Far 
As a parent of a 9 month old baby, 
sometime soon we’re going to be 
asked to get her vaccinated. Before 
the latest scandal, we’d already 
decided that we didn’t trust the MMR 
vaccine. There are some who don’t 
trust any vaccine, but this is always 
a difficult call for a parent and I 
wouldn’t criticise anyone’s informed 
decision. However, what really gets 
my goat is the approach of the 
government. They lean heavily on 
GPs to force their patients to take it, 
up to the point of being chucked off 
GP lists, while babbling on about 
patient choice. Yet the only patient 
choice available to is to fork out 
hundreds of pounds and possibly 
travel hundreds of miles to get a 
single vaccine privately.

So, the upshot of Labour’s 
mismanagement of the NHS is that 
there is now a growing number of 
measles cases in my area. The 
professionals on the TV and radio are 
all very assuring, but people don’t 
believe them any more, not since 
they got so many other things wrong 
in the service of government. And of 
course the real killer is not just 
measles, it’s the hypocrisy of Blair 
releasing patients details in a 
parliamentary spat while keeping 
mum about how his own children 
have passed this particular 
vaccination hurdle.

M.H.

FREED TRADE HALL 
Saturday 2nd of February. Manchester’s 
Free Trade Hall was taken back into 
public use, albeit briefly. Furious at the 
council’s decision to sell this historic 
public space (it is on the site of the 
infamous Peterloo Massacre), protestors 
occupied for three hours and banners 
were unfurled protesting at the sale of 
the building to a private developer to be 
made into a £45 million luxury hotel.

The occupation of the Free Trade Hall 
was timed to tie in with opposition to 
capitalism around the world. The same 
weekend saw huge demonstrations in 
Munich, New York and Buenos Aires. In 
Munich nearly 900 people were arrested 
for protesting as more than 7000 people 
took to the streets to disrupt NATO’s 
annual meeting. In New York almost 
20,000 demonstrated against the World 
Economic Forum, with 40 arrests. In 
Argentina there was a huge “casserole” 
demonstration, with thousands of 
demonstrators beating pots and pans in 
a noise demo in the Beunos Aires’ main 
square.

Housing Office Occupied 
Around 30 disabled people from the 
Disabled Access Network (DAN) 
occupied Burnage housing office on 
Westcroft Road for 55 hours in protest 
over lack of suitable housing for 
disabled people. They left only once the 
council had an injunction against them.

DAN occupied the ground floor 
housing office after the City Council 
informed a wheelchair user (who has 
been on the waiting list for a ground 
floor flat for five years) that there were 
no vacant ground floor properties. Not 
missing an opportunity, DAN activists 
took advantage of this newly vacated 
ground floor building, occupying it.

They demanded a meeting with the 
housing director, which they got within 
three days of the demo. DAN are waiting 
to see if the council will agree to a plan 
and necessary tools to re-house all the 
disabled people waiting. DAN won’t 
back down on their demands: “A few 
tweaks won’t do. It needs a real plan 
looking at the problems and planning a 
tangible end to them.”

Police Brutality at Sellafield 
Following on from recent peaceful anti­
nuclear protests in Plymouth and at the 
Faslane submarine base, around 200 
peaceful protestors staged a blockade of 
the two main gates at Sellafield nuclear 
power plant on Thursday 14th Feb.
Despite informing the authorities of their 
plan to protest, and three previously 
peaceful demonstrations at the plant, 
people were thrown to the ground, and 
police caused injuries as they tried to 
pull obviously chained together 
activists apart, while arresting those 
trying to intervene. The gate was 
blocked for three hours. Legal actions 
are being considered against the police. 

Alka-Belter
German company Bayer have bought the 
research arm of failed Dr Frankenstein 
Aventis, making them the biggest GM 
research company in the UK. As Bayer 
launched itself on the New York stock 
exchange, activists from around the 
country blockaded their Newbury HQ. 

The roads leading into the staff car 
parks were blocked, as were the main 
entrance and the rear doors. Banners 
were hung and leaflets were handed out 
to Bayer employees and to passers by. 
The blockade ended as planned. There 
were no arrests.

from the Manchester Loombreaker 
http://www.loombreaker.org.uk/
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In March 2001, Glasgow 
City Council’s plan to 
close the Govanhill Pool 
complex, was thwarted 
when members of the local 
community occupied the 
building. The occupation 
ended on August 7th 2001, 
when Sheriff Officers, 
supported by over 250 
Polis, horses, dogs and a 
helicopter confronted 
hundreds of local people 
who had spontaneously 
come out onto the streets 
to fight for a facility at the 
heart of their community. 
Next day, the spirits of 
even the most ardent car 
hater would have been 
lifted by the sound of 
drivers sounding their 
horns as they crawled past 
the pool. Local people 
who had not previously 
been involved in the 
Campaign, stopped to chat 
to those of us who were 
sweeping up the debris, 
before pausing to shout 
“You should be ashamed 
of yourselves!” at the Polis 
on duty. A concerted 
attempt to crush the spirit 
of resistance in a Glasgow 
community had become an 
own goal forthose in 
remote authority, one 
beamed to TV screens 
around the world. 

This Campaign, the 
most diverse and 
imaginative that many 
people have experienced, 
now has a permanent hut 
outside the pool and 
continues to fight for the 
re-opening and 
development of this facility, 
as well as opposing other 
attacks on the community. 
The effects of the
Campaign have been far 
reaching in terms of 
politicising people who 

would not have described 
themselves as ‘political’. 
Similarly it has enabled 
people to make the links 
between the fight in our our 
community and the war in 
Afghanistan for instance 
and to question the 
system of electoral 
democracy [sic]. 

A number of anarchists 
have been active and 
supported the Campaign in 
various ways, however, 
that is not to say that it 
has been without 
controversy. Concern 
about it essentially being a 
single issue campaign, 
which I would argue it is 

issue of how decision 
making happens within the 
Campaign and advocating 
a more democratic 
process. The influence of 
certain political parties, 
notably the Scottish 
Socialist Party (now 
incorporating the Socialist 
Worker Party / Platform), 
and whether the Campaign 
is in danger of becoming a 
Trotskyist front has also 
been raised.

I would argue that this 
is one of the most vibrant 
and inclusive campaigns 

that has happened for 
years in Glasgow. As 
anarchists, we believe that 
people can self organise, 
spontaneously take 
collective action and be 
politicised by doing so. 
Surely this has happened 
in Govanhill and despite 
the Campaign’s difficulties 
and challenges it presents, 
I would argue it deserves 
our continued support.

N.S. 
More information 
www.saveourpool.co.uk

not; and the extent to 
which a small number of 

, a nazi salute wing of Airdrie

scum ring-fenced along

individuals were
dominating the decision 
making process, are both 
examples of this.
Anarchists have been at 
the forefront in raising the 

The morning I had been bored stiff at an 
uneventful anti-fascist march. The annual 
ritual in Glasgow on 24th November, 
coincides with St. Andrews Day, as a 
seeming pretext for fascists to emerge 

I from the cesspits<A.|,l^^O|
I That over I jumped on a train to 

Drumgelloch, hoping to see my team • 
the non-sectarian good guys [Partick 
Thistle] put one over the rough 
‘Diamonds’ of Airdrie. As soon I sat down 
I realised my journey was going to be 
eventful. Sitting very close to a bunch of 
casuals swilling’ lager, in a ‘hushed’ 
carriage. Only the casuals were 
pontificating! I was treated - as a 
‘innocent bystander’ to tales of how they: 
ICF types, had jumped Motherwell fans, 
caused trouble at Kilmarnock - 
persumably as Rangers fans. Today, 
Rangers weren’t playing. After sussing 
out, overhearing their mobile phone calls 
that trouble was to be switched to the 
station next the ground because the

polls were mobilised, I got off in sunny 
Easterhouse. Fitba isn’t worth being 
roughed up for!

This ‘ICF team’ while not obviously 
fascist, were their at the invitation] of

football supporters, and at the previous 
meeting of the clubs, a posse of 
casuals called the 'North Glasgow 
Express’ had appeared at the end of 
the game having taken a train ride up 
to Maryhill with the intention of causing 
trouble between actual supporters at 
the end of the game. A few weeks later 
there was the controversy at the
Aberdeen v Rangers game, and the 
next Glasgow PTFC v AFC game on 
2nd February, was heavily policed with 
the Section
with decent’ Airdrie fans. 

As an anarchist who is ‘fitba crazy’ I 
side with the actual football lovers who 
detest such ‘strategy of tension’ crap 
from these sad macho bootboys.

Jim Mcfarlane.
------------- ----------------------------- ------------------------------ ---------------------«MMl*«MMMMa.*MMMMMMM*M—e*A

THE GAMES PEOPLE PLAY
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