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Editorial

Welcome to issue 230 of Black Flag,
the fifth published by the current
Editorial Collective.

Since our re-launch in October
2007 feedback has generally tended
to be positive. Black Flag continues
to be published twice a year, and
we are still aiming to become
quarterly.

However, this is easier said than
done as we are a small group.

So at this juncture, we make our
usual appeal for articles, more
bodies to get physically involved,
and yes, financial donations would
be more than welcome!

This issue also coincides with the
25th anniversary of the Anarchist
Bookfair — arguably the longest
running and largest in the world? It
is certainly the biggest date in the
UK anarchist calendar.

To celebrate the event we have
included an article written by
organisers past and present, which
it is hoped will form the kernel of a
general history of the event from its
beginnings in the Autonomy Club.

Well done and thank you to all
those who have made this event
possible over the years, we all have
many fond memories.

Other articles include an analysis
of the 2008/09 Welfare Reform
Bill; Part two of a critique of the
ideology and legacy of ‘New
Labour’; Perspectives on Anarchist
Economics; Anarchist issues around
migration; Neoliberalism and class
struggle; Eye witness accounts of
events in Oaxaca and a new look
at Friedrich Nietzsche; plus much
more to wet the appetite of the
discerning reader.

We would also like to thank
wholeheartedly the groups and
individuals who made this issue
possible with their contributions.

Keeping up with our aim to be
the home of wider debate in the
movement, we have contributions
from the Anarchist Federation,
Brighton Solidarity Federation,
Manchester No Borders and
numerous individuals. Keep up the
good work comrades.

In the editorial note of the last
issue we predicted a “summer
of rage” - in many respects, like
the weather, it turned out to
be a bit of a damp squib. Let us
now look forward to a “winter of
discontent”!

Web: asi.zsp.net.pl

Wallk this way: The Black Flag ladybird finds it can be hard going to balance trying
to organise while keeping yourself safe — but it's worth it. Picture: Anya Brennan.

Belgrade
Six

Rattbor
Trivunac,
Tade) Kurepa,
Ilvan Vulowt,
Sanja Doki,
Ivan Savi E}h(l{
Nikola Mitrowi.

The Belgrade Six were
arrested under suspicion
being connected with
Black Elijah, which took
responsibility for a molotov
attack on the Greek
embassy in Belgrade.

They are part of ASI, a
group connected to the
IWA international, of
which Ratibor (pictured
centre as part of a satirical
anti-religious piece) is
general secretary.
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Ethos

Black Flag is for a social system
based on mutual aid and
voluntary co-operation — against
state control and all forms of
government and economic
repression. To establish a share
in the general prosperity for all
- the breaking down of racial,
religious, national and sex
barriers — and to fight for

the life of one world.

The Black Flag has been a
worldwide symbol for anarchism
since the 1880s. It is at base a
representative of the negation
of all oppressive structures.
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4 Cover Széry: End of the social wage

Is the war of work

Story: With its new welfare bill, New Labour is

completing a 30-year campaigp against the dispossessed

The Welfare Reform Bill of 2008-9 is poised
to complete the destruction of welfare
benefits as a social wage, a process that
began 30 years ago and reached a milestone
with the introduction of Job Seekers’
Allowance in 1996, just before Labour took
over from the Conservatives.

This article traces the path towards
workfare and wholesale privatisation
of welfare in Britain that successive
governments have forced us down.

It also describes the forms of struggle
that arose in the 1990s and examines the
dilemmas faced by activists working in this
arena today.

n 1997 the Conservative Party’s Job
Seekers’ Allowance (JSA) and pilot
workfare (work-for-benefits) scheme,
Project Work, became part of Labour’s
New Deal. A change in government made
little difference to the attack on benefits.

The Department of Social Security became
the Department of Work and Pensions, a
change of name that signifies the ideological
shift from the idea of a social wage.

Welfare money is no longer an insurance
or substitute for not having a job. Instead, it
is to be given only if you can prove you are
‘actively seeking work’ whatever the state of
the job market.

The amount of money received by
claimants under JSA has halved from the
21% of average wages that it was in 1979
to 10.5% today. This is because the benefits
level is no longer linked to average wages
but instead to a prices index.

Due to the state of the economy,
unemployment jumped by 220,000 in the
three months up to June 2009 to 2.435
million, its highest level since 1995.

So called ‘youth unemployment’ (under-
25s) is at a 16-year high while the number
of people out of work for longer than a year
is the highest for 11 years.

Even this figure is based on numbers of
recorded claimants, which distorts the true
figures since so many people are denied
benefits or can’'t be bothered to jump
through the hoops to get them.

Recent changes to the benefits system
have included forcing lone parents
with young children to work and the
scrapping of Incapacity Benefit in favour
of an Employment and Support Allowance
alongside more  systematic medical
examinations.

Introduction of the Flexible New Deal,
which is workfare by any other name, is
due in October this year. The government
wants to get 70% of lone parents into paid
work by 2010 and one million of the 2.7m
people on currently on incapacity benefits
on to Jobseekers or into work, most likely

the former.

Attacks on the unemployed in the 1980s
and 90s followed massive job culls in many
‘traditional’ industries. Unemployment
figures were massaged by the Tories by
letting a lot people go on the sick rather
than appear as regular claimants.

This time, as unemployment has
reached record levels again, we are facing a
widespread attack on public sector workers
through creeping privatisation, introduction
of performance-related-pay schemes, and a
looming pensions crisis.

Younger people continue to suffer from no
longer being allowed to get unemployment
money if aged 16 or 17, constant hassle at
the Job Centre if you are older, and from the
shift from student grants to loans and fees,
forcing them into low-paid jobs.

As this process has gone on, the

justifications have become more obviously

ideological.

When the DWP launched its Pathways to
Work initiative in 2003, it began a systematic
move to move large numbers of Incapacity
Benefit claimants off benefits.

----------

""""""

Flexible New Deal will foist workfare
on many more claimants following their
dabbling with various pilot schemes. The
government also plans to raise the education
participation age to 17 by 2013 and 18 by
2015 with threats of fines and community
service for failure to comply.

With the Welfare Reform Bill currently in
the Committee stage in the house of Lords
at the time of writing, it won’t be long before
the latest round of attacks are consolidated
and fresh ones are introduced.

In addition, a much smaller set of private
welfare contractors have taken over from
the mishmash of third-sector organisations
that took part in the early workfare pilots of
the 1990s.

These companies include names like
Serco, Seetec, TNG, A4E, Work Directions
and Remploy and a host of smaller
subcontractors.

Benefit Fraud

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

However, it’s turned out that the privatisation
of Job Centre Plus and associated schemes
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to force people off the dole or disability
benefits has become a bit painful for some
of the companies.

In particular the department of Work
and Pensions began to investigate the
largest private New Deal provider Action for
Employment (A4E) for fraud in May 2008.

e

Recruiters in Hull had filled in, and some
cases put false signatures on, “confirmation
of employment” forms which are supposed
to be filled by companies who agree to take
on workers. Other recruitment companies
were also under investigation.

A4E also conspired with a recruitment
agency to bend the definition whereby
New Deal providers can only claim a ‘job
outcome’ if the job is intended to last for 13
weeks or more and is 16 or more hours per
week. Many so-called job placements don’t
fall into this category.

This has become public knowledge to
the extent that in June work and pensions
secretary Yvette Cooper said she could
cancel multimillion-pound contracts if
widespread fraud was uncovered.

AA4E, set up by media friendly entrepreneur
Emma Harrison in 1991, recently quoted a
turnover of £145m claiming to have helped
19,725 people into work.

Amongst the smaller providers YMCA
Training also got themselves into trouble
over its operation in East of England and
has now opted not to bid for Flexible New

lost at long last?

Deal, hoping to become a sub-contractor
instead.

In February 2008, training provider
Instant Muscle went into administration
leaving staff unpaid and unemployed
trainees turned away from the doorsteps of
their ‘motivational training centres’.

Workfare
architects:
Prime Ministers
Margaret
Thatcher,

.. John Major,
% Tony Blair and
Gordon Brown

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Another large company involved with
implementing welfare reform is ATOS Origin
group who took over computer company
SchlumbergerSEMA in 2003, and in so
doing acquired the web-based °‘Evidence
Based Medicine’ software Logic Integrated
Medical Assessment (LIMA).

They perform the new Work Capability
Assessment and other medical examinations
across the UK. In response to a recent
question in Parliament it was revealed that
ATOS took over £80m from the DWP in one
year from March 2008 to February 2009 for
its services.

However questions are now being asked
about the implementation of LIMA which
allows ATOS employed medics to score
claimants on interview questions and visual
assessment. Because scoring is biased
towards what a claimant can apparently do
during the interview, it cannot account for
illnesses where there are good days and bad
days.

The incentive for the assessors to get

people off ESA and on to Jobseekers is of
coursevery strong, seeing as the government
is intent on saving on its benefits bill.

Incapacity benefits claimants are therefore
being put through a terrible ordeal, with
many suffering extreme stress and some
breaking down crying in waiting rooms
prior to their examination.

There are now a vast number of appeals
against denial of ESA, causing even more
stress and upset for those concerned,
something that we have already seen in the
asylum system, where many asylum claims
are subsequently upheld on appeal.

Direct Action

Action taken by the Groundswell anti-JSA
network of claimants groups, supported
by many anarchists in the late 1990s, was
varied, imaginative and often very angry.

The dozen or more groups in the network
included Nottingham Campaign Against the
Job Seekers’ Allowance, Oxford Claimants’
Action, Merton Unemployed Centre and a
good number of London-based Claimants’
Unions and local groups against the JSA.

Job Centres were invaded, voluntary sector
organisations were occupied and charity
shops were picketed. Leaflets were handed
out to claimants and job centre workers
alike explaining entitlements and appealing
for solidarity against implementation of
JSA.

Bristol Claimants reported action taken
against the Conservative Party’s Project
Work workfare pilots that included
musicians playing inside the Job Centre.

Job Centre and Job Club windows
got smashed. Deer fence and dry stone
walls built by claimants forced on to the
Environmental Task Force option of the
New Deal were destroyed.

Stencilled slogans on windows of charity
shops using Project Work stated ‘THIS
CHARITY USES SLAVE LABOUR.’, in the
knowledge that specific charities had signed
up to use Project Work labour in shops
whilst maintaining the illusion that they
were run entirely by volunteers. In Brighton
active opposition led to six organisations
withdrawing from Project Work.

A controversial area for activists in
Groundswell was the role of Job Centre
workers who were suffering from a pay-
squeeze themselves but were on the front-
line of imposing the benefits regime changes
on claimants.

The use of 'Job Club’ (forcing you to apply
for shit jobs every week under threat of
getting benefits cut) and the various types
of compulsory work-for-dole schemes in
the New Deal meant that the harassment
experienced by claimants was on the
increase.

Benefits workers were being challenged
to fight for claimants as well as themselves,
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