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Editorial

Welcome to issue 234 of Black
Flag. As usual this issue provides a
diverse selection of writings from
the libertarian-left.

Within our own milieu we
continue to provide a non-sectarian
class-struggle and internationalist
forum.

This issue includes contributions
from the Anarchist Federation
and Solfed, as well as featuring
material on organisations as
diverse as the Italian USI and the
Anti-Parliamentary Communist
Federation of yesteryear.

Content wise, we have
attempted to strike a balance
of contemporary and historical;
theory and analysis; history and
literary review.

Current themes include an
overview of the riots that swept
Britain this summer; a critical
look at the anti-cuts movement;
the Spanish Indignados and the
struggle of Italian health workers.

As always we acknowledge
significant  anniversaries;  the
most important being the 7s5th
anniversary of the Spanish Civil
War and revolution, as well as
less well-known ones, such as the
Invergordon naval mutiny and the
goth anniversary of the APCF.

A photo celebration of the so
called Battle of Cable Street is also
Included to mark the day when
thousands of workers mobilised to
stop Oswald Moseley and his fascist
goons marching through the East
End of London.

Other features include
our regular Breathing Utopia
slot, where we look at various
professions of today and speculate
how they would figure in a post-
revolutionary society — this issue we
examine graphic design.

We also include theoretical
input on federalism and mandates
- not forgetting reviews of some
of the latest titles from the radical
press. (Apologies go out to the
reviewers whose work has been
held over to the next issue for
reasons of space).

But with all this, a word of
caution. As a small collective, we
are likely to struggle next year if
we don’'t get some new faces on
editorial and distribution. If you
like what you see, get involved and
we’ll see where we can go...
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Reality bites: Clarity is in short supply in the markets, as everything that was SO|Id turns to
dust. Our revolutionary Iadyblrd will not be deterred however. Picture: Anva Brenr
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Our usual layout and text-subbing volunteer will be unavailable

for the May edition.

If you can do a job, it will keep Black Flag running as a bi-annual.

If you can’t, it probably won'’t.

40 pages every six months ain’t hard, email us at blackflagmag@yahoo.com
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You are much needed.
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Ethos

Black Flag is for a social system
based on mutual aid and

voluntary co-operation - against
state control and all forms of
government and economic
repression. To establish a share in
the general prosperity for all - the
breaking down of racial,

religious, national and sex

barriers — and to fight for the life of
one world.

The Black Flag has been a worldwide
symbol for anarchism since the
1880s. It is at base a representative
of the negation of all oppressive
structures.
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Camaen Locked: Looting In

north London |

etween August 6th and 10th this

year Britain witnessed almost

unprecedented levels of intense and

ferocious rioting and looting on the
streets of its cities, triggered initially by
the police execution of a young man called
Mark Duggan.

At times the authorities struggled to
control the unfolding events, frequently
retreating in disarray. It was most
widespread in London and to a lesser
degree in the cities of Manchester and
Birmingham, although many other towns
and cities across the UK registered minor
disturbances. Armoured cars, riot police
and mounted charges were utilised, with
the use of water cannon and plastic bullets
authorised and on standby. There were
even calls to bring in the army.

The intensity of this uprising culminated

in an over-kill response by the authorities
which resulted in over 3,000 arrests made
nationally, over 2,000 of these in London.
Followed by ludicrous “setting an example”
custodial sentences for those convicted

of serious crimes like stealing a bottle of
water. Five people lost their lives (six if you
include Duggan) in incidents either directly
or indirectly related to the disturbances.

It is not the intention of Black Flag to put
its own slant, interpretation or analysis into
the equation, but to present an overview
from a libertarian communist perspective,
based on the statemr ents issued by groups
and individuals situated in London at the
time of the riots, of what happened and of
some of the implications and lessons of
those five memorable days in the summer
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of 2011 that face us as revolutionaries. The
three statements chosen are reproduced in
their entirety.

Solidarity Federation

One of the first statements issued during
the riots was by the North London Local of
influential anarcho-syndicalist organisation
Solfed, UK section of the IWA international:

“Over the last few days, riots have caused
significant damage to parts of London, to
shop-fronts, homes and cars. On the left, we
hear the ever-present cry that poverty has
caused this. On the right, that gangsters and
anti-social elements are taking advantage
of tragedy. Both are true. The looting and
riots seen over the past number of days are
a complex phenomenon and contain many
currents.

“It iIs no accident that the riots are
happening now, as the support nets for
Britain’s disenfranchised are dragged away
and people are left to fall into the abyss,
beaten as they fall by the batons of the
Metropolitan Police. But there should be
no excuses for the burning of homes, the
terrorising of working people. Whoever did
such things has no cause for support.

“The fury of the estates is what it is, ugly
and uncontrolled. But not unpredictable.
Britain has hidden away its social problems
for decades, corralled them with a brutal
picket of armed men. Growing up in the
estates often means never leaving them,
unless it’s in the back of a police van. In the
1980s, these same problems led to Toxteth.
In the ‘90s, contributed to the Poll Tax riots.
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And now we have them again - because the
problems are not only still there, they're
getting worse.

“Police harassment and brutality are part
of everyday life in estates all around the
UK. Barely-liveable benefits systems have
decayed and been withdrawn. In Hackney,
the street-level support workers who came
from the estates and knew the kids, could
work with them in their troubles have been
told they will no longer be paid. Rent is
rising and state-sponsored jobs which used
to bring money into the area are being cut
back in the name of a shift to unpaid “big
society” roles. People who always had very
little now have nothing. Nothing to lose.

“And the media’s own role in all of should
not be discounted. For all the talk of the
“peaceful protest” that preceded events
in Tottenham, the media wouldn’'t have
touched the story if all that happened was a
vigil outside a police station. Police violence
and protests against it happen all the time.
It's only when the other side responds with
violence (on legitimate targets or not) that
the media feels the need to give it any sort
of coverage.

“So there should be no shock that people
living lives of poverty and violence have at last
gone to war. It should be no shock that people
are looting plasma screen TVs that will pay for
a couple of months’ rent and leaving books
they can’t sell on the shelves. For many, this
is the only form of economic redistribution
they will see in the coming years as they
continue a fruitless search for jobs.

“Much has been made of the fact that
the rioters were attacking “their own




w 5

e ‘ ) .

communities.” But riots don’t occur within
a social vacuum. Riots in the eighties
tended to be directed in a more targeted
way; avoiding innocents and focusing on
targets more representative of class and
race oppression: police, police stations, and
shops. What's happened since the eighties?
Consecutive governments have gone to
great lengths to destroy any sort of notion
of working class solidarity and identity. Is it
any surprise, then, that these rioters turn
on other members of our class?

“The Solidarity Federation is based in

resistance through workplace struggle. We
are not involved in the looting and unlike
the knee-jerk right or even the sympathetic-
but-condemnatory commentators from the
left, we will not condemn or condone those
we don’t know for taking back some of the
wealth they have been denied all their lives.

“But as revolutionaries, we cannot
condone attacks on working people, on the
innocent. Burning out shops with homes
above them, people’s transport to work,
muggings and the like are an attack on our
own and should be resisted as strongly
as any other measure from government
“austerity” politics, to price-gouging
landlords, to bosses intent on stealing our
labour. Tonight and for as long as it takes,
people should band together to defend
themselves when such violence threatens
homes and communities.

“We believe that the legitimate anger of
the rioters can be far more powerful if it is
directed in a collective, democratic way and
seeks not to victimise other workers, but to
create a world free of the exploitation and

inequality inherent to capitalism.”
Alarm

Another prominent London based
anarchist group, the All London Anarchist
Revolutionary Movement (Alarm) also
issued a prompt statement:

“Since last Saturday, a situation has
escalated around the UK, with eruptions of
long-repressed anger in most major cities.
Whilst this anger may have certainly, at
times, taken on forms that we disapprove
of, we all know where this anger comes
from. We are all suffering at the moment.
Trying to make ends meet can be a living
nightmare - benefits, jobs and healthcare
going down the drain whilst the cost of
housing and living rises sharply. Not to
mention systematic police harassment on
our streets, daily injustice and deaths in
police custody.

“For those right at the bottom of the
pile, the young and unemployed, it seems
like everything they were brought up on
was false. The promise of easy credit, easy
access to consumer goods, an education
and social support. All this just disappears
into smoke when the rich decide we don’t
deserve it anymore; when they are desperate
to save their system from the consequences
of their own greed.

“We condemn:

“The police, the political elite and the
media for creating an atmosphere of fear,
justifying greater state repression.

“The opportunism of the EDL/BNP and
other far right groups

“We refuse to condemn:

“People who looted high street chain
stores, pawn shops, betting shops, banks
and other symbols of capitalism.

“People who attacked the police, police
property, courts, probation services and
other symbols of the state.

“We are inspired by:

“All the people who stood up for each
other in the face of attack by the police and
other violent gangs

“The communities that stood outside
preventing arson to neighbouring flats,
houses and locally-owned businesses.

“But whilst we are categorically against
the arson of homes, the muggings and the
burglaries, are we really surprised this is
happening? Here is a whole generation
brought up on Thatcherism and Blairism
- two ideologies that totally glorify
individualism and ruthless competition,
That have gone out of their way to destroy
working class solidarity and colonise our
areas with wealthy young professionals,
That place those who trample on their
communities for their own personal gain up
on pedestals. These ideologies have BRED
gangster behaviour amongst the poor and
the only way we can counter such behaviour
is by rebuilding our community spirit NOW,
in spite of these doctrines, out of the ashes
of this rebellion.

“We are also categorically against any
notion that greater police powers are g
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remedy to this situation, that the violence @ while someone who loots a mobile phone
of the state and of capitalism is somehow @ will get a long jail sentence.It is a grotesque
preferable to the violence of those in our @ absurd society - no wonder the explosion
communities. Even if it was preferable, it @ when it comes is viscerally ferocious. My
would solve nothing - the problem here is @ own belief is that this day will mark the
inequality and injustice. end of the rioting - all passion spent. We
“Only we can bring about equality and | will then have to be strong because to speak
justice; working together to advance our @ positively of the rioting will be difficult in
collective interests. We believe that when we | the face of the welter of reaction to come.
build strong communities, we have a better “While all the political class will outdo
chance of fighting back and winning. When | each other in condemnation it will not be
we assemble to support each other through | the time for us to duck below the parapet.
the difficulties of recession, instead of | The rioters will revert back to silence. The
hiding away in our homes. When we get on @@ daily mail will incite the ‘decent’ working
the streets to defend our communities from @ class to ally with the frightened middle
any kind of attack. When we strike against ¥ class and demand retribution. The witch
our bosses instead of taking it on the |} hunts will begin. The voices of reaction
chin. When we allocate resources for the | will dominate again but in a way they never
benefit of the many and not the few. When @ dared before.
we organise to take back what is rightfully “But everything has changed. The police
ours instead of submitting to the thieves in 8 can only operate by consent. Yesterday that
Westminster and the City. When we target @ consent was withdrawn and they and the
the rich and the state and not each other. government were powerless. They could
“Whilst the riots may have taken their toll & no longer call the shots. The rioters were
on our communities, there is no turning @ the ones with the power. They will now lie
back now. We cannot wish them away. The @ low but they will know they can exercise
screams of our youth have been heard; its 8 that power collectively again. Maybe during
time we turned them into the battle cries of @ the Olympics. Maybe sooner. But they will
our class.” ~ rise again. The Tuscan villas will no longer
be immune from the sound of class anger.
‘ Things are never going to be the same. WE
ARE MANY AND THOSE CUNTS ARE FEW.

When it comes to situations like this, “That we now know.”
veteran anarchist and prolific blogger Ian
Bone is also never short of a word or two: b Whatever interpretations and hair-splitting

lan Bone
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“The scale of destruction in London £ one chooses to make from these statements
is more like the Los Angeles riots than ® issued from the libertarian-communist

anything previously seen in the UK. The @ Camp, and indeed, the more thought-through
pity is that the only areas that seemed to [§ theoretical revolutionary and sociological
have escaped destruction are the very rich texts written after the event, one thing is
ones but when people rise up the outcomes | pertinently clear from a revolutionary and
are never neatly packaged. People fight §§ class struggle perspective; the exploitative,
where they are and with whatever they can degrading, repressive and divisive economic
lay their hands on. The ferocity of a long [§ system of capitalism has to go.

repressed rage has shocked me who only Examples cited of acts of random

a few days ago was writing ‘when will our §j violence against fellow workers and the
class ever wake up and fight back.’ burning of workers’ homes (in some cases

“Thankfully no one has been killed or ' with them still inside) reinforces a lack of

seriously injured and despite the howls of ;§ class solidarity, and just how fragmented
hypocritical outrage from our political class '§ the working class actually is. This is no
tomorrow it is property that has been hit — -§ surprise as the ruling class has governed by
and as we all know property is theft. But it § divide and rule tactics for centuries.

is only by luck that no one has been killed It would be wrong to see the riots in
and tonight it's clear that unlike the other i themselves as a form of struggle against
nights there has been anti-social behaviour jjj the state and capital. They were an
with random attacks on people in the |§ understandable expression of rage; of
streets and setting fire to houses and flats [§ anger, dispair and hopelessness against
and small shops often in a reckless way | thatsystem. Itis the task of revolutionaries

and random cars attacked and many people - to build and organise around this dynamic. i
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frightened and scared. This is fucking shit .. The riots were a by-product of capitalism, a
and out of order and to be opposed wherever | Sign of its crisis and decay. A system in its
it occurs. This will not unite our class but [§ death thralls.
divide it — but it’s happened and we can not . “Capitalism has to go!” Yes, capitalism
wish it away. has to go. Such an ambitious demand can

“We live in an absurdly unjust society I only be realised by workers taking control g
where we will see tomorrow our privileged jj§ of their own lives, be it in the workplace g
Oxbridge and privately educated leaders fly ' or community. (For my own part, through
home from their Tuscan holiday villas to g the creation of workers’ assemblies and gou
condemn those at the bottom of the shitpile ® workers’ councils). The priority of such an
of capitalism. This will be grotesque. The % embryonic movement must encompass the
Bullingdon bullies and toffs of the Chipping raising of class consciousness, confidence
Norton set — with the Milibands no different j§§ building, awareness and empowerment. A
in the privilege stakes - have no idea that |§ movement with a vision of a better world - a
life is like for those who have been rioting. [ free communist society.

“Social mobility in Britain is non-existent
- you can not rise up. The political class | By Ade
controls all aspects of our society and owns Dimmick
all of the land. The bankers get millions
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