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Editorial

Hello everyone, we're here again!

After taking a year out from our
usual schedule you may not have
been expecting us to show up with
a 2014/15 edition, but Black Flag
bounces back more often than a
polybutadiene rubber ball and so it
Is today.

One of the reasons we weren't
able to come out in 2013 was down
to our reviews editor Ade Dimmick
being unavailable, and as of this
issue he is still off so our usual Hob's
Choice series of pamphlet reviews
is temporarily on hold.

However Ade is hoping to be back
for issue 237 and there will certainly
be plenty to look at by then.

In the meantime other people
have jumped on board to write
this year and many thanks go to
our contributors, who have come
up with some cracking articles, our
thought-provoking interviewees
and the Anarchist Federation for
continuing to contribute content.

It is not, on the face of it, looking
to be a fantastic year for radical
magazines and papers. With SolFed
concentrating on one-off works
and the sad demise of Freedom
Newspaper (though not their website,
which has been revamped and is well
worth keeping an eye on), the torch is
being largely carried by the Anarchist
Federation’s Organise, the excellent
Occupied Times, Strike and Plan C's
unofficial publication Bamn.

All of these outfits operate on a
shoestring, and your support, be it
through buying, making or selling
is vital to keep open a free press
that gets out beyond the filters and
white noise of online activism.

Specifically with Black Flag, we
think we have it's important to
keep this little project alive, and
with luck, to grow it.

The model of class struggle
anarchist groups contributing
key longer-form articles to a
non-denominational magazine
alongside individual writers is an
important project to get right, and
the AF's work with us is a good
starting point.

If other organisations wish to get
involved on a similar basis, let us
know and we’ll be happy to work
something out. We also invite people
who prefer to see their name in print
to submit via the details on the right.

Onwards and upwards!

Rising again: The red and black ladybird is back baby, and charging over leaves like there’s
no tomorrow. Picture: Anya Brennan

Joint -
ack]
col?eagve

blackflagmag@yahoo.co. Uk
https://www.facebook.com/black.flag.56




CONT

eNTS

m Cover story: The necessity of Afem Page 4
B Reportage: Activism and the law in 2014-15  Page 8
B Analysis: The rise of Ukip Page 11
B Analysis: Scotland after the No Page 14
B Theory: Clicktivism’s damaging legacy Page 15

B In focus: Osborne, the collapse of Plan A and austerity
that doesn’t cut spending Page 16

B Breathing Utopia: A secondary school teacher ponders
teaching after the revolution Page 20

M Analysis: Looking at the history of Iranian politics and
revolt Page 23

» 1 . 4 1 X '1- F .
pr - > [ ] S L)

! ; i T ) e e 1 Hj-;&. W,

el B pe-| ) . O ey n }
% 2 gt o e e v e TR

W1 y “ i‘ -:'-':o' . 'J‘ !

. - - r | Ly » )
- { = i " — ke i,
AL Tl o T

B The IWMA: Looking back at the key moments and

debates of the First International Page 26
B Bakunin: The giant’'s 200th birthday Page 29
REUEUS
M Radical Reprint: Bakunin writes to to Albert Richard
Page 30
B Reader: Malatesta Page 32
B Reader: Kroptkin Page 35
B Exhibition: Disobedient Objects Page 36
B Reader: Proudhon Page 37

anarchist manifesto
Page 38

B Document: The international
against World War One

Ethos

Black Flag is for a social system
based on mutual aid and

voluntary co-operation - against
state control and all forms of
government and economic
repression. To establish a share in
the general prosperity for all — the
breaking down of racial,

religious, national and sex

barriers — and to fight for the life of
one world.
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symbol for anarchism since the
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of the negation of all oppressive
structures.
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Anarcha-feminism
and the struggle

Cover story: An AFem 2014 organiser writes

on fighting patriarchy within anarchist circleg-

narchist theory holds that nothing

meaningful can change without

the destruction of capitalism and

the state by the people oppressed
by them, and gender-oppressed people must
play a key role in driving the process.

As with the struggles of people of colour
and other oppressed groups with which
our fight intersects, serious steps towards
gender equality cannot wait until after there
is political freedom and economic equality.
Meaningful social change ultimately has
to come from a revolutionary analysis
and process - politically reformed or
“feminised” states and economic structures
will not eradicate patriarchy any more than
they will bring wider freedom or equality. So
we initiated a project to put the anarchism
into feminism.

But we nonetheless have to defend
feminism within wider ‘radical’ politics,
where working class women are involved.
The formal structures within the Socialist
Workers Party were such that sexual abuse
and rape-denial thrived, and this influenced
the timing of our project. Few anarcha-
feminists felt like leaving those women
without support just because they weren't
anarchists.

Sexual predation was also taking place
within the often misogynistic “free spaces”
opened up by groups such as Occupy and the
wider anti-capitalist movement. Attempts
by anarcha-feminists and other feminists
to introduce codes of behaviour addressing
sexist behaviour were often unwelcome.

In both of these examples, official and
unofficial hierarchies maintained gender
inequality and oppression. Coercive power
over women is exercised by men who not only
control material resources, but who experience
more abstract forms of privilege, difficult to
define but surviving both within centralist,
explicit hierarchies (the SWP) and informal,
unacknowledged hierarchies (Occupy).

Both kinds of organisation will inevitably fail
gender oppressed people, and people trying to
operate outside of the state and capitalism
will not necessarily produce egalitarian social
relationships. They will often reproduce
oppressive aspects of the society they reject,
such as racism, able-ism, homophobia, as well
as sexism and patriarchy.

Dislodging sexism.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Sexism and patriarchy are so deep-seated
as to be more difficult for political radicals
to dislodge. Racism, homophobia and so
on are more likely to be challenged within
those circles. They aren’t always challenged,
certainly, but it is more acceptable and
straightforward to do so.

Racist attitudes, for example, are
relatively easy for white people to identify
in others and even in themselves, once
we make the decision to try to be aware of
them. Patriarchy operates in ways that are
most often too subtle to notice.

Racism and homophobia are relatively
modern forms of hatred. I don’t mean that
there was no racism, homophobia and so
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on at all before the formation of the modern
state. But the denigration and oppression
of women, or at best the concept of their
inate inferiority, was an over-arching and
ubiquitous feature of successful early
societies, an obsession of monotheistic
cultures, for example.

Patriarchy is not just a common
feature or by-product of unequal and
hierarchical societies, but has been a key,
institutionalised basis for inequality in the
first place, present where other forms of
oppression were more marginal.

Anarchists must work towards the
destruction of all aspects of white privilege,
for example, and homophobia. But I think
that the end of racism and homophobia in
their most obnoxious forms could happen
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without a social revolution. I don’t think we
can or will eradicate patriarchy and many of
the aspects of sexism without a revolution,
any more than we can abolish social class.
Just because it has been this way for so
long with patriarchy, does not mean it is
‘natural’ or hard-wired into us any more
than class is.

But I seriously doubt that we could have
equal gender relationships without the
conscious and deliberate undermining of all
forms of hierarchy and inequality, formal or
informal, theoretical and material, through
social revolution. I can imagine a non-
racist and non-homophobic society, but I
can’'t imagine a non-gender oppressive one.
I can’t imagine what that would feel like,
because almost every social relationship is
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shaped by patriarchy, even where we don’t
consciously recognise it. Patriarchy shapes
racism, able-ism, ageism and obviously
homophobia, but they do not have as strong
an effect on patriarchy. If I can’t imagine
what this non-patriarchal society would
be like, then it feels no closer than social
revolution itself does.

Sadly, it follows from this that I don’t
think that people who are gender oppressed
socially can be completely free and equal
even within the anarchist movement, at
least before the wider revolutionary event.

But this is not to accept gender oppression
as something we can’t do much about. This
is where it is important to realise that the
position of anarchists in a pre-revolutionary
context is slightly different from that of

the wider working class. Because we
have an anti-oppressive analysis, it is
our responsibility to get as close to
a free and equal pre-revolutionary
movement as possible. This makes
what we do and how we operate
within our movement of vital
importance to the success of
anarchism itself.

Sexism in the anarchist
movement.

But elements of 21st century
anarchism itself are part of the
problem. Many of those perpetrating
abuse, or simple casual misogyny,
call themselves anarchist and consider
themselves part of the movement and even
its formal, membership organisations.

These have included the Anarchist
Federation, in a couple of examples. It is not
possible to write an article about sexism and
abuse in the anarchist movement that is
transparent or honest without conceding this.

But however well the AF has dealt with
it — and I think we have dealt with it well
- it is clearly not enough to simply have
entrance criteria which should mean that
all members are actively anti-sexist, or to
have an autonomous caucus for gender-
oppressed people, or to have a zero-
tolerance, survivor-believing policy when it
does happen, resulting in resignations or
disassociation of abusers.

I would argue that formally constituted
anarchist organisations are better equipped
to deal with such incidents, when they do
take place, than some other parts of the
anarchist movement are, although that's
another discussion. Maybe organisations
need a specific officer for gender-oppressed
people, who pro-actively approaches new
members and makes such that they know
what to expect from us.

Certainly the movement as a whole needs
to do more than pay lip-service to “doing
more to confront sexism”. Who is supposed
to be doing more of this confronting? If you
experience sexism and gender oppression,
you are constantly confronting it. Having to
confront it within our political movement as
well is not acceptable.

In fact anarchists have been talking
about “confronting sexism” within the
movement for decades. It's time that we
“imposed anti-sexism” on the movement.
And there is the problem. “Imposing” is
authoritarian, right? Let’s try “refusing to
tolerate sexism”. That's too passive, given
the stakes. How do we “not tolerate” in an
effective way if compliance is considered
voluntary on the part of sexists?

Here is how such issues can play out
in practice. When we held our first open
AFem2014 meeting, at the 2013 London
Anarchist Bookfair, and floated the concept
of a conference, it was interrupted by anti-
feminists and rape apologists who were
trolling the meetings and common spaces,
often unchallenged, trying to derail anti-

sexist activity that they did not approve of.
People had to leave our meeting in order
to try to contain the situation, so that we
could carry on organising. So we realised
that it was the case that we couldn’t even
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