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IMPRISONED GREEK SEAMEN

They look fo us fo help

Them win their freedom!

This photograph was taken as the seamen left the Revisionary
Court Martial in Athens in August, 1952.

In the foreground on the left is Tony Ambatielos and, on the
right, Vasilis Bekakos, Behind them are D. Koharakis, -D. Galatis,
M. Mastoras, A. Gotsis, N. Orfanos and A. Georgaoulis.

Statement of
(George Frangos

“I am making this statement, having learned about
the re-consideration of the sentences imposed, freely and
= far from the influence of the suffering I endured in
the- death cells of the Piraeus Security Police:

I was arrested on 12 May, 1948. I was subjected
to every kind of torture to riake me confess guilt and
to make me denounce my 42onourable, moral, national
and party principles.. In November of the same year 1
was sent for trial, with 36 cthers most of whom were
unknown to us seamen. The trial was before the Athens
pourt Martial] and we wure charged with alleged
‘national treason’’.
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During the trial proceedings I categorically rejected
this charge which was framed by the Security to
justify its aunti-national work against the seamen and
their honest ieaders and to imprison or do to death
those who fought with all their might in the Allied
Struggle against the Axis.

Unfortunately; the meribers of the Court-Martial
tribunal had set, as their ain;, to strike a blow against
the seamen’s trade union organisation. the Federation of
Greek Maritime Unions, and to deprive the seamen of
their "honest leaders. And this is why their decision
roused the trade union and utellectual world everywhere.

I do not deny that I wo-ked, following the closure of
the offices of the F.G.M.U- in defence of the interests of
the seamen’s families. Nor d¢ I deny that I helped che
families of those who were a;rested or who were unem-
ployed. It was for this that ihe money and clothing was
collected which the Security tried to present as evideuce

: | against the accused.
It is a fact beyond all doubt that the statements we
all made were taken from us in the cells—cells of death-
Two of the comrades shown in this photo- under conditions of terriblr torture. These Statements
graph have been released after years of were read out 1n the Court Martial during ‘he trial.
suffering, because they are very ill; Panayo- Everyene can understand wliat kind of statements they
tis Timoyanakis who has had an operation were. I refute all statements made when I was half

conscious or under pressure and, as I have stated above,

for cancer of the throat and cannot speak:
all my statements were mad+ under such conditions™.

and Antonis Gotsis who has a heart disease
and couidn’t work even if he could find a | GEORGE FRANGOS

Job. 5. September 1952, &y Gexa -
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THE WORD

THE 1952 RE-TRIAL

The American lawyer, Dr. Royal France, who was a
Professor of Economics at Reollins College for . 25 years,
and who followed the proceedings before the Revisionary
Court-Martial in August, 1952, said :

“The conduct of the trial was not at all satisfactory.
Four of the five_members of the tiibunal were military
men and there was no jury- I kelieve that political opinions
were regarded as evidence against the accused. o]

"I had the impression that the members of the
tribunal had decided against the accused in advance and

that they were accusers rathe: than judges’.
The PBritish lawyer. Mr. O Stocker ,who was sent by

the South Wales Area of the National Union - of Mine--

workers, to follow the re -trial, mide the following

statement.
“The first thing that struck me was that the mem-

bers of the tribunal were military men. I heard that

the Presiding Judge was a military man although he was

‘wearing civilian clothes. I was impressed by the cou-
rage, determination and morale of the accused. My con-
clusion 1s that the court 4i1d not give the accused the
chance to say all they bhad to say”.

December 1961

The fact that the charges were without foundation and

that the sentences had been decided upon in advance. is
shown quite clearly by a statement made by G. Frangos
in 1992, and which is givex below. It will be recalled that
the Security police used G Frangos, who appeared in the
original trial in 1948, as tae main witness against Tony
Ambatielos and his colleagues.: Although G. Frangos

appeared as one of the:acused himself, he was ‘free

during the proceedings and returned home each evening
and, having played his 1ole in practice, as the main
witness for the prosecution, he was then acquitted.

' THE JUDGES AT THE RE- TRIAL, ATHENS, AUGUST, 1952

REPRINTED FROM “REYNOLDS NEWS”, SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 1961

Detectives in trench-coats posing as Press at bomb meetings
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POLICE SNOOPE
;

More tapping, mail opened
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By WILLIAM NUTTING
SCOTLAND YARD’S Special Branch is stepping up its snooping

activities.

Left-wing organisations last night revealed a sharp

increase in phone tapping, mail being opened, MI5 men taking
notes at meetings and members being followed.
The secret police are specially tightening up on *ban the bomb” and anti-

apartheid movements.

These disclosures come after last week’s discovery

of two

plain-clothes men taking notes behind a screen at a Scottish miners’ delegates’
conference on pit closures in the YMCA Hall, South St. Andrews Street, Edinburgh.

They left immediately they were discovered.

But Chief Det.-Supt. Robert Cribbes, head
of Edinburgh C.I.D., refused to make any
comment.

Now come more startling disclosures.
Last night the Committee of 100, which has
now 25,000 members, listed complaints
agalnst secret police.

Clicks are usually heard on their offiice
phone (ARChway 1239) in Goodwin Street,
Finsbury Park.

When a member picked up the office phone
recently, he heard a voice say: “All right
Ernie. I’ve got them now.”

At their meetings there are always two
men—a different pair each time, but usually

wearing ftrilbies and trench coats—taking
notes.

Although apparently posing as Teporters,
they always refuse to say which paper or
organisation they are from.

The Committee 1s now gaining support
among London dockers and engineers. “We
are holding meetings to get an effective

blocking of goods for atomic stations,” said
the Committee.

“As we are getting stronger and more in-
volved with the unions, the Special Branch
seems to be increasing its network of spies.”

The secret police have also started a new
drive against the Campaign for Nuclear Dis-
armament.

The 1958 Appeal

to the Council of Grace

Early in 1958, Tony Ambatielos and hig colleagues
who were sentenced in November, 1948, submitted

an appeal for the
sentences to the Council of Grace.

This body, which isunder the jurisdiction of
the Ministry of justice, is the only one which can
commute the sentences.

commutation of = their
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They have linked up with intelligence
agents of the three armed services.

Mail addressed to London leaders of the
Movement for Colonial Freedom also gets
mysteriously delayed. And the same people
believe their phones are tapped.

Secretary John Eber is convinced his office
‘Phone (TERminus 1878) in Gray’s Inn Road,
King’s Cross, is tapped. He used to be openly
followed by three detectives in a car. After
Commons questions this stopped. But he still
catches glimpses of the men in a black sal-

oon car parked near his office.

The Scottish miners are investigating the

~case of the detectives at their meeting. Mr.

Alex Moffat, their union president said:

“If the Chief Constable’s explanation is
not satisfactory, we shall take it further.”

EDITOR’S FOOTNOTE

Away back In 1909, my mail at Shepherds
Bush was read every day officially before be-
ing delivered to me. It was sent then by
special delivery. I complained but the Labour
movement ignored my complaint. Some
years later, when Colonel Wedgwood raised
the question in the House of Commons,
Arthur Henderson, as Home Secretary, de-
fended the Government’s action.

Remember 'i'he Guarantee Fund
























