knuckle

oc¥. lambeths alternative paper

MUGGING

-
S
s

It is usually difficult to have a rational dis-
cussion about mugging with most people. The
press have so distorted the facts that many peo-
ple seem to think all black youths spend their
evenings beating up old ladies in the streets
because they are too lazy to get a job.

press scares

Despite the fact that a minority of "muggers"

in Britain are black, the press seldom uses the
term "mugging" when the incident involves white
youths. It isn't only the press; the chain of
lies and distortions starts with the police
force and facist groups like the National Front
and National Party. They feed the garbage to
the press. It's printed in such a sensational
way that many people, especially women, in ar-
eas like Lewisham and Brixton become afraid to
go out at night. They become terrified of walk-
ing past a group of black youths. — v
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YET THE FACT IS THAT THEY ARE 13 TIMES MORE o —
LIKELY TO BE SLAUGHTERED ON THE ROADS THAN BE
INJURED IN A MUGGING:

Now 1f the police, the NF and the press really
cared about our lives they'd be 13 times more
sensational about traffic accidents than they
are about mugging.
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SCROOGE BOSSES

In New York, where the term comes from, it's a

term used to describe the most serious violent DEADLY ASBESTOS

robberies on the streets. In Britain most peo- :

ple understand the word in the same way. But HOSPITAL CLOSURES

the official definition used when giving sta- REVIENS ... ... AND MOBE.

tistics, comprises bag snatches, (regarded as
"theft with violence"), and "robbery of person-
al property in the open following a sudden at-
tacg." * In most of these cases, no violence is
used.

cont'd on page 6.


























