


"IN TWENTY YEARS ONE-MAN HELICOPTERS WILL PROBABLY HAVE SPRBLD 20 THER

GENERAL PUBLIC" ~- INTE

WHEKE S MY
Lt the monent there are two najor
notorways 'under. construction' in
the arca~ thei.3 near Winchester and
the 8o-called 'nissing link'! cf the
M27 near Southanpton.There is already

a huge white scar visible by Winchester

whilst the planned road connecting
the 'missing link' to Portswood will
mean the denolition of over forty
houses and increased danger for
pedestrians because of the greater
volune of traffic. A1l these road
schenes are the logical and necessary
outcone of a World-view which regards
the notor car as of,the highest
inportance, “

The nain reason for the build-
ing of motorways is the rapid growth
of private transportation that this
century has seen.When the first notor
car was invented it was recognised as
a potential money-spinner for those
involved in 0il,rubber and car nanu-
facturing.However,what stood 1n the
way of their profits was a nass
public transport systen run with fre-
quent services and nininal fares,when
conparing the capacities of differant

transport systems it is not difficult
to see why car nanufacturers were 8o
keen to see the destruction of public
transport.One bus can do the work of
35 cars,a tran can do the work of 60.
A train can equal a 1,000 cars or 150

. lorries.The o0il and motor conpanies

put their foot in the door by persua-
ding local councils to replace their
electric tran services with nmotor
buses.With the new enphasis on the
infernal conbustion engine the motor
car grew in proninence.is @ result
congestion and pollution becane a
problen in the centre of cities.(It
is interesting to note that tranways
were never allowed«to penetrate the
centre of London because trans were

" looked upon as workers vehicles which

would lower the tone of Belgravia

and Westminster,and would hold u§ the

stately progress of Rolls~-Royces
With the rise of the motor car
s whole new industry boomed.fL great

contribution to its profitability was

the fact that cars became very nuch
like toyg to be discarded regularly

for new nodels,A whole edifice of oil
and tyre companies,servicing,road con
struction,taxation,police enforcenent

and licensing was crcated which 1is
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now a najor pillar of the state.The
naxinunprofit was also the naxinum
waste,It is the dictatorship of the
notor car which is responsible nore
than anything for the growth of the
notorways,which bring a wvicious cir-
cle of artificial denands-the de=
mands of the econony-~ an econony
geared to profit.Through roadbuild-
ing connunities are destroyed and
dispersed and new industries energe
because of the direct link with
industrial and business centres.Ths
nmneans also that a workforce can be
drawn fron a wider area,leading to
centralisation of production,stand=
ardisation,nonopoly and control.
Motorways are the arteries of |
capitalisn,Meanwhile,we are invited
to isolate ourselves from each other
in seperate containers to conmnpete

for roadspace,prestige and precedence

By contrast the Serpell Report,
released this year outlined the
governnents attitude to the railways
when it reconnended the closure of
thousands of niles of track,includ-
ing the line between Southanpton and
Portsnouth,

It goes without saying that
what 1s required is a transport
systen based on self-nanagenent and
the needs of the connunity.For
instance,when the tranwvay workers
operated the Barcelona network in
1936, tracks were realigned for
necessity rather than political
expediency,and adninistrative prob=-
lens were ironed out by the workers
thenselves,The technical organ-
isation was inproved,a new safety

and signalling sytem was introduced,
new lines were opened and new,nore
efficient tramcars were designed and
built.As a result there was a dran-
atic increase in the nunbers of
passengers.,No one was answerable to
any bosses,and it was a service that
could adapt tc the needs of people
rather than being a package dealthat
everyone had to accept whether they
liked it or not- the deal that we
are expected to accept now.As things
stand, the neans and neterial con-
ditions for a social liberation
already exist but are,for the tine
being,out of our hands.

THE ROAD IS AN ARM OF THE LAW
GRASPING EVERYWHERE .
FOR THE POLLUTION OF MONEY. . ¢ e ce





























