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COCKSPARROW FARM —

On Saturday 29th September a group of people from the Southampton
aresa set off to a national demo at Cocksparrow Farm, just outside Cov-
entry. Cocksparrow Farm breeds silver foxes, in appalling conditions,
for their skins. About 1800 foxes are kept in cages made from large
gauge wire mesh (including the floor for easy disposal of waste) with
corrugated iron roofs. The wire causes severe foot deformities in the
foxes and the size (approx. 2ftx2ft) and exposed position of the cages
does not allow the foxes to follow any of their natural patterns. When
the foxes are 6 months old they are gassed so that their fur is not

| damaged (the owner, Mr. Amrik Singh Gill (tel.0675 70171), claims that
i the foxes are destroyed by injection. We found the gas chamber 50 yds
| from the pens).
! We joined the 2000 marchers by the farm and went up a public foot-
. path to the back of the farm which is completely open. We collected in
{ & group by the entrance and a spokesperson started talking to the press
! (PAH!). Suddenly there was a chant of "IN,IN,IN!" and about 1500 people
rushed towards the enclosure where the foxes are kept. A large group
of pigs also started running over towards the pens but not before many
people had climbed over the fence around the pens. The pigs dragged us
off of the fence and then ejected the people from the enclosure (for
once they didn't arrest anyone). We collected in a group again and ran
towards the house where Gill lives, picking up stones and bricks on the
way. The object was to destroy as much of Gill's property as possible,
‘hopefully forcing him to close down his 'farm'., Much window-smashing
- later the pigs again ran over and tried to stop us. They started to
arrest people but large groups of us kept intervening with the pigs ang
the 'arrestees', preventing them from 'doing their duty'! Some of the
Coppers were even on our side, refusing to arrest demonstrators (it may
have had something to do with the fact that we outnumbered them by over
10 to 1t). However they could have arrested far more than the 9 that
they did. |
| After the 'house job' we ran towards the garages and gas chamber.
People got into Gill's garage armed with lumps of wood and red spray
paint and started to owverhaul the 3 cars and new caravanctte. Meanwhile
about 150 people moved round to the gas chamber and a few went inside
armed with cameras and lamps of wood, The rest of us stood outside and
linked arms to stop the pigs getting through. It took them about half
an hour to get.everyone out of the garages and gas chamber (during which
jtimé'several alterations had been carried out!). This running from
‘building to building happened several timﬁs during the day.
g A couple of people noticed a smallﬁﬁear to the garages and had a
‘look imto 1t. Inside there was a sick fox in a miserablec condition.They
‘took the fox out and after persuading a copper that the fox would be
.better off elsewhere they got it into a car and away (6 other foxes
were also taken from the pens). It was worth all. the effort by everyone
to get those foxes out,

When I had first peered into the pens and saw these poor creatures
I couldn't stop the tears rumning down my face. It was the most pitiful
sight I have ever seen. If the pecople who wear fur coats saw the foxes
and their condition they wouldn't weer them. If the demo forces Gill to
close Then'we'll have suceeded, and if it doesn't then we'll carry on
until he and thousands like him find out that it's not worth them work-
ing in their sick business.

it's a plity that we couldn't free more foxes but the creatures do
not survive in this country. They would have to be found homes or good
gsanctuaries, Maybe Gill will think twice about what he's doing, but

even if he doesn't we won't give up our fight on the animals behalf
until they have ALL been freed, e AT

BURN 1T DOwWN!
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SABDOTAGING THE MASHINE. ...
Recently there has been an upsurge 1in
the use of sabotage by workers as a
weapon in industrial struggles.During
the Waterworkers' Strike a conveyor
belt used to carry coal to a water
purification plant was cut,disrupting
the operations of the plant.In Octob-
er British Leyland lost £250,000 in
lost production at their Cowley plant
because a metal bar was janmed into
the mechanism of a Maestro production
line, Sabotage has always existed as a
gesture of revenge against the boss
who makes a profit out of your slave-
rysas a reaction to boredom or unsafe
working conditions,but has regained
popularity recently as a tactic,
largely because the usual walk-out or
stay-at-homne strike has been used as
an excuse by emnployers to dismiss
strikers and enploy scabs at reduced
rates or to shut down operations
altogether and nove to more profitable
areas,

———

The origins of sabotage as an
industrial and social weapon go back
beyond the Luddites,but it wasn't
advocated as a definite tactic until
the late 19th century.Emile Pouget, a
French anarchist,was impressed by the
use of "ca'canny"(go-slow)in the 1889
Glasgow dock strike after traditional
strike tactics had failed.,He wrote:
"eesa@abotage is in the social war what
guerrilla warfare is in national
Wars...1lt keeps the workers going,it
prevents them from getting bogged
down in a pernicious flabbiness,and
a8 1T necessitates permanent and
ceaseless action,it has the happy
result of developing the spirit of
initiative,of accustoning the work-
ing class to self-activity,and of
stinulating conmbativity.,"
In France at the turn of the century,
the then anarcho-syndicalist union, the
c«G. T, advocated sabotage,as did the
Z.W.W.(Industrial Workers of the
World)in the U,S.A. and hustralia,Both
unions wished to see workers' control
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gabotage as a weapcn in a wider range
of circumstances,believing that work-
ers .should directly figcht the condit-
ions imposed by managers, Sabotage
developed as a tactic to be used in
the struggle for higher wages and
better conditions and was used
increasingly to combat speed=ups and
productivity norms 2 it was a natural
response of individuals and groups
of workers to a discipline imposed by
managenent and the nature of the
technology itself.Behind it all 1is a
resentment at having one's life
shaped by the clockwork rhythm of
work and the loss of so many hours a
day to the boss and the machine, Who
wouldn't resist that?

TECHNIQUES. . o
A connon practice on assembly lines
around the world is to accidentally
drop a bolt in the line,which would
work its way round to the end until,
bangl~the line stopped and everyone
would take a 'break'!,The same sort of
thing goes on in every industry:
neglecting to maintain or lubricate
machinery at the correct intervals,

- pushing buttons on complex electronic

gear in the wrong order,putting pieces
in the wrong way,running nachines at
the wrong speeds or feeds,dropping
foreign bodies in gear boxes,etc.ln
the office awkward bits of paperwork
can be lost,stationery nicked,flles
misplaced,fire alarms set off,etc.
The practice @f phoning in sick and
fiddling the timesheet is still
popular,The increasing use of comput-
ers has widened the possibilities of
sabotage( *see TEN WAYS TO WRECK A
VISUAL DISPLAY UNIT elsewhere in this
issue) .

Techniques of sabotage resort-
ed to by workers have displayed an
inspiring degree of ingenuity.For
instance,New York I.W,W. restaurent
workers won some of their demands
after a failed strike by giving
customers double portions and making

¢of production and saw sabotage as a valierrors(on the low side)when naking

valid weapon to be used in the war
egainst the capitalists,along with
strikes, sit-ins,occupations,pickets,
mass solidarity,etc,The C.G,T, was din

up bills,When Lisbon bus and train
workers could not get a pay rise they
ran & normal service but refused to
accept fares,In 1948 New York theatre

favour of using sabotage in the context operators and projectionists secured

of a revolutionary general strike,or

as & protest against national mobilis-

ation in case o0f war.The I.W. W, saw

e

a pay rise by an unofficial campaign
which had startled audiences with
films shown upside down,alarning

( CONT'D NEXT PAGE,..)




A SPANNER IN THE WORKS \cont'd),
2noises from the sound machinery,mnixed reels from other films,and films
projected onto the ceiling instead of the screen.& vineyard worker in
France lost his employers £350,000 by turning on the taps of wine casks,
sending thousands of gallons of Burgundy down the sewer.0ffice workers in
New York lengthened their lunch-breaks by making hoax bomb calls to their
offices = over 200 calls were reported in one week.In an act of solidarity
French farmworkers helped local strikers by unloading a lorry belonging to
the Negobeureuf company,The contents - twenty-two cases of cheese, 500 kilos
of butter and pots of yoghurt were taken to workers in Pontivy who had been
on strike for two weeks.Inspectors at a car factory in Detroit disrupted
production by taking thelir jobs absolutely seriously - they began rejecting
5 out of every 4 or 5 cars under examination,Some were rejected because
they didn't turn over quietly enough, | | .

As the strike 'weapon becones nore difficult to use,the use of:
sabotage will increase.lt was dropped by the unions like a hot brick long
before the age of the 'social contract! between unions,employers and
government because its use would encourage independent initiative by the
workers themselves,thus undermining the power of the unions as negotiators
of the rate of exploitation of 'their' workers,Sabotage is perhaps one of
the purest expressions of people's autonony in the workplace.When it is
organised collectively with people in other areas of resistance( Sschools,
the comnunity,etc.,)USusing a variety of tactics(wildcats,rent strikes,
occupations,etc.)and combined with a will to change life,it will Dbe.
unstoppable. |

P.,S5. If anyone has any handy hints or eXxperiences they wish to relate
please tell us,

TEN WAYS TO WRECK A VISUAL DISPLAY UNIT,

*1) Coffee poured into the keyboard is effective in gumming up the works,but
instead of using sugar in the coffee,use salt - about 3=5 times as much |
salt as you would use sugar,Saltwater is quite conductive to electricity
and very corrosive to the foil conductors on the circuit boards.,It will
short circuit the integrated circuit(IC)chips on the board and screw things
up very nicely.(A lye solution is even better). |

2)If possible,remove the cover of the VDU.Then try unplugging the circuit
boards with the power on and replugging then in again,This is a very effec-
tive way to blow out every IC chip and transistor on the board.They can't
stand this sort of treatment and will blow out evéry'time.(Bewarezvery high
voltages are present at the transformer - after all the idea is to give the
boss a shock! '

3)Try reversing the ribbon-cables connectors if possible.This will really
screw things up.

4)Bring nail clippers to work and cut a few conductors in the ribbon cable
This will cause endless problems., | |

5) Dunp metal paperclips,staples,ball bearings, tacks,aluminium foil pieces,
etce into the VDU coolling slots,Hopefully they will land on some circuit
boards and cause short ecircuits, |

6)Cigarette smoke causes problems with the circuit boards.lt condenses and -
coats the slip-connectors and then they won't make contact any more.So blow
as much smoke as possible into the VDU, |

7)Be creativeiremove the IC chips from their sockets and put them in back-
wards., | N
8)Floppy diskettes are very sensitive to magnetic fields.Some have the soft-
ware programnning on the outer edge.Run a magnet a few times across the disk
in different directions - a nagnet leaves no trace,unlike staples,biros,etc.
9) Abulk tape eraser(used for erasing stereo tapes)I is effective in eras-
ing all digital bits from a diskette.Even & tapehead demagnetiser can be
used effectively this way,

1@)Put a plaStic nagnet or a rare earth cobalt nagnet inside a finger ring,
No one will ever suspect it is there,provided you don't get paper clips or
staples stuck to 1%.30 when you handle the diskettes run your ring across
them a few times. | -
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