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As Murdoch sacks 5,000 print wcrkers in Fleet Street the E.E.T.P.U. office
ip Henstead Koud is sprayed with the immortsl tribute 'scabs'. Now,the
recruitment of scab workers for the Wapping plant was conducted from the

~ iocal E.E.T.P.u. office by a failed ex~businesseuan,nired on an-zallegedly
short-term contract, This proves Hammond was iying when he claimed that they
knew nothing avout it sil - why do you need & recruitment officer when there

at least luU unewployed electricians in the Southampton area. The massive majority
of k.E.T.P.U. mewbers aren't scabs - they wouldn't ‘walk across a picket line'

as people veing interviewed were asked (if you wouldn't,you didm't get further)
but the internai machinery ol the EJE.T.P.U. is a3 far from democracy.sic) as

the Soviet Unmion is from workers power. The nepotism of the local secretary
(appliedwith reference to this dispute - he is of course appointed; is
unsurprising - 3 relatives uare working at Wapping — but i1t wom't be the last time
this sort of thing happens.

Murdoch's hi~tech plant isn't{most of it evidently is at least 2U years
old} and 'his' printers.sic) sren't too clever yet. 1t is rumcured that the Times
is cesting over &2 per isaue to produce. Apparently,t 'eleciricians' are
getting less than half the pay the printers used to get and are working longer
hours for it. ;

If the E.E.T.P.U. is suspended and eventually booted out of the T.U.C.
people are talking about setiing up a parailel or alternativg union(gathered,around
the C.P.) or staying within the E.E.T.P.U. and fighting. The first is likely to
happen if expulsion occurs e&s we gather electricians in Fleet Street are 1tching
to leave -~ as they have been wanting to do for at least 3 vears:the gecond, aupported

by the SWP and Militant enclosed within the Broad Left seems to have some support
at least in Southampton

However isa't it about time we asked -~ 80 what? The question of the
sacked 5,000 remains the crucisl poimt. It is obvious that picketinmg and direct.
scltion are needed - picketing the E.E.T.P.U., offices is 811 well and good but
it won't win any Jjcbs back.




The wvery leasst thst conld
ir this ares ~this is not as easy & it scurds sipce it is evident]

on & franchise basis frog Romsev by & business

franchise in Uctober to start om Jso

he given some asttention:

a) ;gem""‘l@‘“ depot in Parhem Drive,Boyett wood,Zastlei 2i{Tel. Bastleigh
i Lo #

Mcphsem Coaches in Botley Roed(Tel. 472377} =nd in West End .,

¢ jMarchwood Hotorways in Selisbury Road,Totton{Tel. Tottom 869@53
the first

scabs to s3pping.,

E.T

unions, These pickets s should be set up by groups of workers organising
t@gﬁth&rt | | ‘

o shkould be dope iz 2 picket of ihe dl‘“’tr Dators §

SmAN w0 ‘vas given tﬂae
Ist.The folicwing fires could also

distributes Furdoch's pepers amd the other two zrmpor“ his

of this could be dome but it's certainly not goins to be dome by the

Chvicusly the battie won't be wo. purely sand .sr.@zplg dOoWR here -

{ that battle must be taken from Fleet Strect{vdy arem't the rest of Fleet
Street out on sirike) and the distribution of the papers from sapping

._ and gemneralised JLlocel groups of workers could co-ordinate together

f_-:_ independent of the unions -« fremkiy if the print workers sait for the
“”“mwmaﬂy Useless Clowns) to do something thev'll freeze to death outside

b,

#apping. The batile has oniy just staried - it can be wom bat if pecplie are
f golng Lo wall until the unions do scmething (8s opposed to talking about

| doing something) ther the fight wm’t even start. I1'11 be 8 hands down
win for | M’dﬂ < I ;

At the cemire of this dispute the guestion of "irsde unionism’
S resre 108 daluty litile head. We hesr screams from the so-cslled

-§ revoiutionary left sbout "defend the unicns' angd *Stop Birdoch ~ the union
k basher’ ,elc. ele. ne of the basic questiions that will come dut of this

15 whether unions serve any useful funmciion for workimg-class PECpie any

&Mgi:.!.:. -

»

The ters ‘scab union’ bhas been bendied about for some long time - it has in
recent yeasrs been applied to the GMsUinow the GNBATU),the TCWJ and also to the EGA(=ssd
ircopic itain®t).However,whist this term hss been applied to some unions it bhas left
the impression that ther are somevhere,someho¥ clesn non-acnad trade unions.Despite
a diligentiand if Mt s one thing We &Y€ c..ec....it’s diligent) secarch nome bas yet
beer found. We worn'l go into the intermsl workings of the unions bat this writer
alome has been torestened with suspepsion from 8 unicon by a2 national officer Jhas been
pade redundant with the conmievznce of naticmel Tull-time officers and hasseen a fellow
wvorker doing & collection threasiened with suspensiomino o1 by managesent ) but by the
union bramch secratary.

S, what of the unioms -welil,we boeve often remsrked im our conversstions with
people thet trade unions are to workers whet the 341 or R&T) is to your average motorist
- basically no use snd wher you need thes you can’t find them,efc.. In maxy ways the
degree of control, recall snd inveivement in the two gels of organisations prooably
infect correlstes ~ spproximstely 0.01% . Indeed,it mukes us gag “hat the EETFU is
moving inic the home loan game and is going to offer & "ficancial services® packuge
to their mesbers - samctly right up the AA"s creek. Perbaps,it won't be lomg before
your aversge high street has mot oply & different f&.s" Jusk Tood stiores,bshoe shops,
ar A8 shop znd of course the union shop.

The left bisther op abhout "defend the unicns® - isn't the EETHFY & union T
Somehow, god koows how, S0CAT and the BGA are porirsyed so beisg reslly good umicms.
Take & lock st the desls these unions were oifering Hudoch -esseutially they were ‘mo
strike® desl=z axd tried to give Murdoch a8 supine labour furce.So,tdat is wial ye gre
aupposed to defend. No way. Sure, we defend the 5,000 sacked prinil wirkers amd yes,we
hope they =213 ge! their jobs beck . Aduitisdly we hawe cur doubls especislly mow they
heve got The twin kiss of death -~ i.e. wiole-bearted suppori from the "labour movement'
{(which po dcubt mimers everyshere will be anxicus to see - if unly to see what it

core 1ikeY ) and the mlt of the TOC.
M i ) oy continued overleaf



Uglcns Will nowadays chunge nothing « yet,it isn't a question of rushing out of

the unicns{like headless chickens locking for scme subterraneen maturation) nor g
18 1t & question of building new unicns or ever one Lig union. Such theories

telong in the dustbin of history., ae dc not claimthat there is scxe fantgstically

easy rath to go on by bandying arcund such terms as 'aszembly', 'workers' councls

or 'soviets' . It can only be started by the creation of autonomous job

organisation linking workplaces and ultimately class wide.

-ne path of caucuses,broad lefts,etc. are but a graveyard of militants usually

S
from leftist groups. The whole sct-up of unionism hab to be f{ought. and the
Possi l;Lty,lndu@a robability,of workers ovr~q4a*“g Oor themselves .stressed.
it 1S no goc@ Just to se2 workers attacking uﬁ;ons as somenow revoliuticnary as
QO oups ¢ T8 o \ 2 2.0 71 3 ASY N + hn o Ver w1
fhg; §Z§§§e fo but once again to lock at the cont ent of that strugzle and let
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