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On April 6th the government turned the clock beck 76 
years by abolishing the universal maternity grant introduced • 
in 1911* Along with this they have replaced the Maternity 
allowance and pay (paid by the DHSS) with Statutory Maternity 
Pay to be paid by the employer* Employers have made it clear 
that they dislike the extra paperwork this causes for them 
and it is obvious that women are now going to have greater 
and greater difficulty finding out what those rights are and
securing them* Women wh have been in a job for less than 2
years may find they are sacked when they discover they are 
pregnant* so that the firm can pay them a lower rate of SMP. 
The highest rate is only on a par with the lowest rate of
sickness benefit* and women who naturally try to cover up
the fact that they are pregnant might be damaging their 
health* Women have to have worked continuosly for the first 
6 months of their pregnancy anyway to qualify at all for Skip* 
It has been estimated that 74,000 women are likely to lose 
their benefits* For women already on supplementary benefit 
or Family Income Supplement, the new Social Fund will pay 
out £80 extra to them* less than half what was available 
under tho now defunct Single Payments sheme* Itfs a joke to 
expect a measly £80 to pay for all the stuff you need for a 
new baby* On top of all this they are abolishing free milk
and vitamins for pregnant women and children under 5, and 
they*re getting rid of free school meals* This disgusting 
attack on women* children and working class people in 
general has to be resisted at all costs* For more info:-

The Maternity Alliance* S9-*61 Camden High Street* London* 
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