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THE BATTLE
CONTINUES

Southampton City Council recently 
issued its first 100 summonses to cow 
urt for non-payment of the Poll Tax. 
The reason why they chose such a 
small number is fairly obvious. It 
meant that most people summonsed did­
n’t know anyone else in the same pos­
ition and would be more intimidated - — 
into paying up.In 70 cases this happ­
ened. However the Council cannot 
maintain issuing such small numbers 
of summonses because it would take 
them literally years to deal with the 
50,000 of us who haven’t paid a sin 
gle penny so far.

It also seems that the Council 
wanted to find out the levels of re­
sistance to the Tax in the courts. Of 
the JO who turned up, 24 unfortun- 
atly chose to settle out of court, 
leaving 6 to fight their cases. How­
ever, they weren’t alone. A large

picket of the court took place giving support and encouragement to those taking on the 
Council. There was also free legal advice available, and people who were prepared to go in 
to court and help people out.(you’re allowed to have an adviser in court with you if you 
haven*t got a solicitor). It took the Council solicitor and magistrates J HOURS to deal 
with just 6 people. Imagine what would have happened if all 100 had turned up. Although 
liability orders were eventually issued against the 6, the Council have still got to try 
and enforce them - and that will be where our real strength lies.
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When the Council starts issuing summonses in their thousands (which they’ll have to, 

to try and get the Poll Tax off of all the non-payers) then we’ll ALL know someone who’s 

in the same boat,
When thousands of us turn up in court arguing, delaying and refusing to pay, we’ll 

build the strength and confidence that we need to win.
When the bailiffs turn up and are met by a reception commitee of angry, unamused res­

idents and are sent running with their tails between their legs, we’ll be encouraging 
even more of our neighbours to stop paying and start fighting back.

And when even larger Poll Tax demands are sent out next year then more and more people 
will join our campaign of resistance as they see our success and strength grow!

ADVICE IF YOU RECEIVE A SUMMONS.

PONT PANIC I A summons for non-payment is NOT a criminal summons and you can’t get a cri­
minal record for it.
CONTACT either your local independent anti-Poll Tax Union or the Southampton Anti-Poll
Tax Campaign (addresses inside) for further advice and assistance. I
ORGANISE with your friends, family, neighbours and workmates to give each other support 
and to prepare effective resistance to the courts and bailiffs.
TURN UP! This is VITAL if we are to take the battle forwards. Don’t be intimidated by the 

it will be the first time for most other people and there will be plenty of org-courts,
anised advisers to help you fight your case. Every person who appears in court (CONT.PG 2)




