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“COMPLAIN ALL YOU WANT - 
BUT DO AS YOU’RE TOLD!” - 
Frederick the Great.
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“One can only empathise with individuals, motivated by a sincere 
desire for reform, who join ecology groups, consumer organisations 
and alternative political parties. In any of these groups these indi­
viduals are directed by a firmly entrenched leadership through a 
maze of politically motivated compromises to an end that is sadly 
predictable: the indefinite postponement of profound social trans­
formation, the enrichment of the careersofa few bureaucrats, and 
the permanent disillusionment of a number of intelligent individ- 

< uals.‘Call It Sleep’, a video-tape by Isaac Cronin & Tenei Seltzer.
I

I

I

C.N.D =
Collection of Nice Distractors, 
Calling for Nothing Different, 
Creating Numbing Diversions, 
Crudiing Negativity with Docility: 
Capitalisns’ Nonnuclear Defenders.



REST IN PEACE

"This way there's no risk of violence by anybody; we can contain the whole thing much better” 
■ Greenham Common organiser.

"Yes • it was all a folly good experience. Everyone has committed themselves to paying a fine. 
And it was all achieved without the use of violence. Monaignor Bruce Kent, commenting on 
the arrest of 750 CND lambs at Upper Heyford.

"We are the true patriots" - Joan Ruddock.

Everyday that CNDers supply the State with money for fines, 90,000 people in the world die 
of starvation, whilst the world goes on producing enough wheat which alone could feed the 
population twice over. This banal irony is not aimed to provoke in you yet another guilty res­
ponse to the brutality of capitalism to which we are so anaesthetised as a way of competing 
with the moralism of the CNDer; rather it is aimed to jab you into recognising an anger and dis­
gust within you whose honest application can only lead you to a violent practice against this 
brutally-imposed inhumanity, and against your own complicity with it. The irony of the nuc­
lear disarmers’ position is that, for all their moral anti-violent superiority, CNDers uphold, whe­
ther through passive acquiescence or explicit collaboration, the most violent hierarchical system 
the world has ever known. All their ‘simple* desires to “save the world" are simply their desire 
to save their miserable niche in this world, this present irrational violence of the world market, 
of which nuclear weapons are so far not by any means the worst symptom. Such is the over­
whelming sense of impotence which the threat of nuclear war is deliberately intended to impose, 
that many of these people propose conventional war as a ‘realistic* alternative. Just so long as 
it’s patriotic and not pro-American, just so long as it protects their own impotent middle-class 
identification with The Nation State, whose commodity ‘realism’ violently intimidates the 
masses of individuals everywhere. But just saying this to them is already too violent for these 
sick timid souls. All their opposition to violence is designed to repress with an image of purity 
the million good reasons to be violently angry with this world. Even though globally 
the present-day massacres are worse than those of World War II, these people believe 
they are righteously above it all because they.personally do not directly participate 
in this violence, rather like a German walking past a concentration camp. In renoun­
cing their share of violence by morally or intellectually wishin away their responsi­
bility for the necessity of participating in the destruction of class society (which de­
grades and isolates them in merely more subtly debilitating ways than the starving) 
they try to renounce reality ■ the horrible truth of the world we live in. But since it’s 
impossible to renounce one’s share of violence in this world, so, inevitably, those 
who claim to renounce it assure its reappearance in subtle, and often not so subtle, 
forms: when gestures of *benevolence'are not enough to contain the repression, the 
cops are called. _ _ .
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1: In the summer of 1982 at a CND rally in Hyde Park the organisers permitted the cops to 
secretly (appropriately) film the demonstrators from the stage.

2: CND regularly get the cops to investigate the more rebellious sections of their rank and file. 
3: At Torness in 1979, pacifists aggressively policed and repressed the minor destruction of 

some of the construction site of a nuclear reactor, saying that damaging property was vio­
lent, and that it would get “a bad press”, hoping thereby to win the support of these cynic­
al mercenaries of the press who effectively protect commodity and State violence everywhere.

4: In Amsterdam, in the 1980 riots against the Royal Wedding there, hippy pacifists protected 
cops thrown off their horses from being attacked by those they had just truncheoned: witheir horses from being attacked by those they had just truncheoned: with 

they managed to re-mount and go off to beat up others.such help

The pacifists opposition to anti-hierarchical violence is aimed at protecting 
themselves from the anger in themselves as much as from the anger of others. 
That’s why most of them condemned the minimal violence of the rioters ot oi. 
Of course, pacifists recognise the hypocritical horror of the State and the market 
economy it manages, moralistically complaining about it as they cynically resign 
themselves to it. Who, anyway, could get worked up about the 100s of deaths in 
mines, construction sites and on the motorways each year? Who cares that tne 
daily habits which decay our lives in the form of exhaustion, depression, bore- 

* dom. ulcers and cancer are now recognised as the major cause of death* even oy 
See Like A Summer With A Thousand July 3, available from B.M.Blob, London WC1 N 3XX, for the beat account of the nota »o .




