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Making a community
At the July network meeting, we talked about the 
ways different communities are starting to organise to 
support themselves. Everyone agreed that it was also 
important for different refugee communities to 
support each other. The more asylum seekers stand 
together the stronger they will be!

The Somalian community now have an office in

Aims of the network
•support refugees and asylum 
seekers to support others in their 
communities;
•bring people together from different 
communities and different parts of 
Nottingham;
•share information.
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Hyson Green, and some financial support for rent, a
phone and a computer. The community group has a 
management committee and have set up a Somalian 
Womens Group.

The "Turkish9 Kurdish community organise on
an informal basis. There are strong networks
between families and individuals across the city. In 
March, the community organised a combined 
wedding and Nawroz [New Year] celebration at the 
Chase Community Centre in St. Ann’s. An important 
example of successful community organising 
happened when a Kurdish family lost their NASS 
support. From their own limited resources, the 
community raised a large sum of money to support 
the family until NASS support was restarted.

People from the Sudan now meet monthly at 
Lenton Community Centre. The group includes 
refugees and asylum seekers and also Sudanese 
residents in Nottingham.

Other groups who meet informally include those 
from the ORC Congo and Ethiopia. It was thought 
that there were about 45 Ethiopians in Nottingham. 
The church has been an important meeting place for 
both groups.
But.. .
Starting community networks and groups can 
present problems. One problem is who to trust

One person from Togo in East Africa talked about 
how only government supporters were given

Next meet! nq
Saturday 13th September 
2.00pm
YMCA, Shakespeare St. 
Arthur Johnson Room
• Larry McCloskey (now Education, 
Housing and Health advisor at 118) 
will be giving advice tips at 4.00.

Continuing ‘Abbas
Campaign’
At the June network meeting, it 
was agreed to send a letter to 
local MPs with examples of cases 
where people had suffered 
because of Home Office errors or 
where people had been left 
destitute. This letter has now 
been sent and a copy of it [with 
names and reference details 
removed] sent to members of this 
network. Continued over page.

scholarships in the UK. He described how the
brother of a journalist living in the UK was arrested 
in Togo, after the journalist was reported to the 
government by compatriots living in the UK.
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Have you been offered a council tenancy?

‘118’ CENTRE
OPENING HOURS
Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday afternoons 1 to 5: 
DROP-IN ADVICE SESSIONS

If you have, /tor come and see us at 118. We may be able to help 
you settle in. We may be able to help with gas, electricity and phone 
connections, sorting out housing benefit and more.

Monday evening 6.30 to 8.30:
SOCIAL

118 MANSFIELD ROAD . 
0115 9859546




