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WORKING FOR REFUGEES AND ASYLUM SEEKERS ss I

■ Asylum 
seekers need a 
fairer deal

■ There are currently about 400 asylum 
seekers in the County, the majority living 
in Nottingham. Roughly half this number 
are supported by the Social Services 
Asylum Seekers Support Team 
(Nottingham City Council) and the rest 
by the National Asylum Support Service 
(Home Office). There may be up to 
another 200 people who are self- 
supporting, either because they are 
staying with relatives or because they 
have been here longer than 6 months, 
have the right to work and have 
succeeded in finding a job.

■ A training 
awareness 

day

■ Buy ar's 
story

About half are ethnic Albanians from 
Kosovo and the next biggest group is from 
Iran. Most of those supported by Social a number of issues are beginning to emerge:

■ Welcome
Lunch

Services are single adults. There are a small 
number of families and unaccompanied 
young people.

Nottingham and Nottinghamshire Refugee 
Forum is gradually building contacts and 
resources so that we can add to the very 
basic services and support that are provided • 
by the state. Fundraising efforts are 
continuing so that we can have a building 
where refugees can meet and where advice 
and support can be offered. A clothing store 
has been opening on one day a week at St. 
Catherine’s Church and usage is growing as 
this becomes more widely known. A e 
welcome lunch was held in early November 
(see report inside). Work has begun to 
develop awareness of the educational needs 
of asylum seekers and refugees.

The need for self-organisation by 
asylum seekers for social support and to 
pursue issues such as education and 
training. They may also wish to develop 
their own campaigns around refugee 
rights.

We need to find ways of fighting more 
effectively against the voucher system. 
The government has promised to 
review the scheme but are they 
backtracking? (See article by Oxfam 
worker Sara Duckett.)

The potential disparities in 
accommodation and support depending 
on which part of the system an asylum 
seeker ends up in.

Continued on page 2

■

Fight the 
voucher scheme 
— buy a voucher
The Forum has initiated its 
own voucher scheme to 
supplement the voucher 
scheme. Confused? The 
idea is that people can buy 
gift vouchers so that asylum 
seekers can purchase some 
of the things that the
miserly Government
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voucher scheme doesn’t 
allow for. For information 
please contact the Secretary 
at NNRF - or send in gift 
vouchers from Boots, 
Argos, Woolworths which 
we can pass on to those 
who need them.




