There’s only one way to survive the poll tax

-DON’T PAY IT!

This ledaflet tells you why

millions of people refusing to pay is the
only sure way to get rid of the poll tax,

and how 1o

join

the non-payment

campaign - even if you’'ve already started

to pay.

WHY YOU SHOULDN'T PAY THE POLL TAX

Not paying the poll tax is the quickest and
most certain way to get rid of it. Millions of people
refusing to pay the tax will make it simply
unworkable.

This is already happening in Scotland, where
the poll tax started a year ahead of us. There are
thousands of missing people, fake rebate claims
mixed up with genuine ones, and countless changes
to the poll tax register. And as we write this in July
1990, more than a million Scots still haven’t paid the
poll tax bills they got in April 1989.

If we get the same level of non-payment in
this country there will be TEN MILLION OF US!
With non-payment on this scale, collecting poll tax
debts is impossible. Talk of deducting it from
benefits/wages, using the bailiffs or sending us to
prison are largely empty threats.

The Labour garty, our Labour council, the
newspapers and T.V. all tell us that non-payment is
wrong because its illegal. At the same time, they

raise the actions of people in China and Eastern
urope in their brave struggles against dictatorship -
even though these struggles are all illegal.

Their answer is that in this country we’ve got
a democracy, and in a democracy you change things
by voting. So we must wait unti{the next election
and vote Labour.

There are some problems with this.
| First, the next election isn’t likely to happen
until at least Autumn 1991. That's two poll tax bills
into the future. What are we meant to do until
then? _

Second, suppose Labour don’t win the
election? This is possible, even though they’ve got a
massive lead in the opinion polls at the moment.

Third, even
admitted (very quietly!) that getting rid of the poll
tax will take at least two years after the election.
That's FOUR YEARS of the poll tax. And how are

Labour win, they’ve already
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the millions of us who can’t afford to pay meant to
survive for that long? Being told "hang on and vote
Labour” isn’t very helpful.

Besides, you didn’t actually vote for the poll tax
in the first place, any more than you voted for your
gas and water supplies to be privatised, or for the
NHS to be run down.

The fact is that real improvements aren’t usually
just voted through. They mostly happen only after
people like us make a stand together - and this can
involve breaking the law. For example, we already
had a democracy eighty years ago when the
Suffragettes suffered fines, prison and even death to
win voting rights for women.

Laws alone don’t make democracy. Nearly
everybody thinks that the government should spend
more money on the N.H.S., but health spending is
being cut again this year - legally.

And the poll tax is legalised robbery. Rich people
all over the country have saved thousands of pounds
since the rates were abolished. They pay the same
poll tax per person as we do. As for money the
council used to collect in rates on their large houses -

now it comes from us. This is the main reason why
the poll tax is so expensive

Millions of ple in this country simply can’t
afford to pay the poll tax. Unless those of us who
could pay come to their defence, these people will be

punished.

THE SURVIVOR’S GUIDE TO THE

POLL TAX

Refusi
things. First, it lets
protest against
makes it harder for the authorities to victimise
anyone - with ten million of us refusing to pay,

ng to pay the poll tax does three
_ you make your own, personal
this unfair and vicious tax. Second, it

where can they start? Third, by clogging up the
system and depriving the council of money it helps
to make the poll tax unworkable.

There’s a massive con trick going on. Both
the government and the Labour Party say that not
paying the poll tax is wrong because its illegal. But
this government make the laws, and the Labour Party
just want to be the next government.

We're told that democracy
government listens to the people and tries to give
them what they want. But Thatcher doesn’t listen
to ANYONE, and we can’t wait four years for the
Labour Party to come to the rescue. We have no
choice but to take action. This is why we say that
protesting against the poll tax by refusing to pay it
1S our democratic right.

means the
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FACTS ABOUT NON-PAYMENT

Will I get a criminal record?

NO. Not paying the poll tax is only a civil offence.
Wont the council jyst take the money from
me anyway?

Not without a struggle. Before they can do anything
else, they have to take you to court and get a
"Liability Order”. With 70 000 people in Nottin

not paying a penny and another 130 000 well behind

on their payments, this is going to take them
months.

What happens when they take me to court?
You're not forced to turn up for the hearing, but its

best if you do because it helps to clog up the system.
THEY CAN'T DO GN 'FO YOS(‘;,S like
fines or prison. All they can do is ask questions.
Contact us as soon as you get your summons, and
we’ll arrange for someone to go to court with you -
as a legal advisor, and to help you waste their time.

Forest Fields / Hyson Green

Anti-Poll Tax Campaign

Can I lose my job?

NO. Not paying the poll tax is a matter between
you and the council. You can’t be sacked for it
Where employers have tried it in Scotland, workers
and the anti-poll tax campaign together have forced
them to back down. NO-ONE HAS BEEN SACKED
FOR NOT PAYING THEIR POLL TAX.

Will I get evicted?

NO. Whether you’re a council tenant, a private
tenant or buying your own home, not paying the poll
tax makes no difference.

Will they stop all my dole money?

NO. The most can steal is £1.84 a week from a
single person, and £2.88 from a couple. This might
work out cheaper than volunteering to pay - and
even if it doesn’t, you’ve made them work hard to
get it

Will they take it from my pension?

NO. Poll tax can’'t be snatched from pensions, nor
from invalidity benefit.

Will they freeze my bank account?

NO. This idea met with such opposition in Scotland
that they haven’t made it legal here.

Will I get fined?

NO. The only charge they can make is for court
costs. In Nottingham this will be £13 - a vast saving
on £390 poll tax!

Wont they send the bailiffs in to take all
my things?

Well, they can try. So far in Scotland this tactic
hasn’t succeeded even once. Anti-poll tax groups
have organised mass pickets outside people’s homes,
and stopped them getting in. Besides, with only a
handful of bailiffs for the whole of Nottinghamshire
and thousands of us refusing to pay, it would take

them years to get round everyone even if there was
no resistance.
Will I get sent to prison?
We don't think that ANYONE will go to prison for
not paying their poll tax unless they decide that they
want to, as a protest. Here’s why:
Firstly the council has to prove that you deliberately
didn't pay the poll tax. This is harder than it
sounds.
Secondly the courts are trying to only send violent
offenders to prison at the moment, because the
risons are overcrowded already.

irdly, the council don’t actually want to send
anyone to prison: it makes them unpopular, and
doesn’t bring them in any money.
Fourthly, if you CAN afford to pay then you can
clear the debt at the last moment - even waiting until
after you’'ve been sentenced.
Fifthly, rather than imprison
reduce your debt, or accept an offer of lrayment.
Finally, thglzl'\ can see how angry we all are over the
poll tax. They’ll try very hard not to make us even
angrier by sending people to prison for not paying it.

ou the court can
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Join your local anti-poll tax group.
It isn’t easy making a stand over somethin%oyou
believe in. Its even harder to do it alone. rest
Fields / Hyson Green Anti-Poll Tax Campaign can
offer legal advice, information, and defence against
the bailiffs. And we need people like you to get
involved, even if you can only give out a handful of
newsletters and leaflets once a month. Our address
is at the bottom of this leaflet.
Talk to other non-payers
If other houses in your street have anti-poll tax
posters in the window, call round and talk to the
ple who live there. They’ll be glad that you
called. Get to know them: you might need them if
the bailiffs turn up - and they might need you.
Know what's happening
Carefully read anything you receive from the council
or the courts. If you’re not sure what it means, ask

somebody about it. IF YOU'RE NOT CERTAIN,
CONTACT THIS GROUP FOR HELP.

Beware of snoopers

If someone comes to your door asking questions
about who lives next door or other people living in
your house, you don’t have to answer them. DON'T
LET THEM INTO YOUR HOUSE even if they make
excuses or show you identification cards. Warn your
neighbours that snoopers are around, and tell this

oup too - use the phone numbers printed on this
eaflet.

DEALING WITH THE

BAILIFFS

There are only 3 bailiffs and 12 assistant bailiffs for
the whole of Nottingham, and more than 200 000 of
us are well behind on our poll tax payments. So its
unlikely that YOURS will be the house visit -
but its best to be-prepared. Here are the facts:

Bailiffs have to give you notice of when they’re
first coming. As soon you get this notice,
CONTACT THIS GROUP. Use the phone numbers
on this leaflet.

Remember that bailiffs are like vampires. They can’t
cross your threshold without being invited in - but
invite them in once and they can come back at any
time USING FORCE IF THEY HAVE TO. Garlic
doesn’t stop bailiffs, and stakes through the heart are
effective but a bit messy. SO KEEP YOUR DOORS
AND WINDOWS SHUT WHEN THEY'RE
AROUND. DON'T OPEN THE DOOR TO
ANYBODY WITHOUT CHECKING WHO IT IS.
Bailiffs have been known to cheat by peeping
through windows. If they can see inside your home
and spot things that could be stolen and sold off,
THEY'RE ALLOWED TO USE FORCE TO GET IN
ANYWAY. So if your windows can be reached,
MAKE SURE YOU CLOSE THE CURTAINS,

or use something else to block their view through the
window.

There are some things that bailiffs can’t take.

have to leave you £100 worth of clothing, and £150
worth of working tools. They also can’t take things
that are on H.P, on credit, being rented, or things
that don’t belong to you.

So if they manage to get in to your home, you might
tell them that they can’t take anything because you
don’t own any of it. You could prove this by
showing them a contract like this one:

[ [your friend’s name] agree that in
exchange for a rental fee of £1 per year, the
following items belonging o me are hired to
[your own name]:

A LIST OF ALL YOUR BELONGINGS
GOES IN HERE

Signed: [your friend’s signature]

Signed: [your own signature]

Wimessed: (another friend’s signature]
~ Date: [a date a few months ago]

Even if you havent drawn up a contract, if they

somehow manage to force their way in there are still
other things you can try.
* If you live in a rented home, some of the things
they'd like to take could belong to your landiord/lady?
* If you share your homeé with other people, perhaps
those other people own the things they've got their
eyes on?

Get the idea? Never forget that the bailiffs are
doing a job. Like anybody else, they want an easy
time. If you make things complicated or difficult for
them, they're likely to go away and annoy someone
else instead
if they come to your door, its likely that
they will make threats about what will

happen to you if you don’t let them in.
DON'T BE INTIMIDATED. The information

on this leaflet has been checked by
professional welfare rights workers, and is
the correct legal position.

"0.K. Just one more bailiff,
then you come In fo bed,”

WHO YOU
GONNA CALL ?

Use these numbers if you get notice that the
bailiffs are going to be paying you a visit. Phone us,
and we’ll arrange a reception committee for them.

In Scotland, whenever this has happened
they haven’t been able to get into people’s homes
because poll tax campaigners have stopped them.
In most cases, once they saw the crowd waiting for

Thes:nmle already have even longer lists
of phone n . As soon as you call, they will

phone other people in this grouﬁ and all over the

city. Each person who gets a call will phone half a
dozen more. Within an hour, hundreds of people all
over the city will be preparing themselves to come
and defend your home against an attack by the

bailiffs.

SANDRA 702427
GilLL 704892
KEVIN 622627
DAVE 621117
ROB/JOHN 703553
JAZ/LOU/MIKE 700230
JILL 785637
STEVE 705788
CHRIS 786616

Forest Fields / Hyson Green

Anti-Poll Tax Campaign

STAND FIRM

- WE WILL
WIN!

Its natural to feel nervous about not paying your
Ezll tax, espedally if you're not exactly used to
g the law. But don’t start to think that it isn’t

worth it or that it wont get us anywhere.

All over the country, the fashion for Summer
1990 is non-payment of the poll tax. Here are a few
of the latest (July 1990) figures for non-payment (and
these are the official estimates - the true figures are
likely to be much higher):

BIRMINGHAM 50%

BATH 38%
HACKNEY 48%
CAMBRIDGE 25%
LAMBETH 60%

And here in Nottingham, where they’ve tried
bribing us with free holidays, and where we’ve got
more ways to pay than almost anywhere else, OVER
70 000 PEOPLE HAVEN'T PAID A PENNY. MORE
THAN HALF OF THOSE ON THE REGISTER

EITHER AREN'T PAYING OR ARE WELL BEHIND
ON THEIR PAYMENTS.

BUT I'VE ALREADY PAID IT ..

If you've already paid them the full lot - well,
never mind - don’t make the same mistake next year.
If you've already paid them part of it, its very
easy to stop paying. If you've got a direct debit,
write to your bank and tell them to cancel it right

away. If you pay monthly over the counter or in
bits at the local comner shop, just stop - its as easy as

that. But don’t keep it to yourself. Talk to friends
and neighbours about it, and contact us - our address

JOIN THE
RESISTANCE

Your local contact is:

Forest Fields / Hyson Green A.P.T.C.
Box 5, Hyson Green Wholefoods, 72 Radford Rd
Box 5, Basics, 42 Foxhall Rd, Forest Fields



RUSHCLIFFE AGAINST THE POLL TAX

PusL\C M‘EE‘T‘INC\

TO ALL THE NON-PAYERS AND THOSE WHO SYMPATHISE

Dear Residents |
By now you have probably received your Poll Tax bill for 1991-92.
This is written proof that the Poll Tax is still with us,

Worse s;ill we have to finance the so called £140 reduction in ‘published Poll Tax

figures' by paying higher V.A.T. This is as intolerable as Poll Tax since the majority
of low paid are hardest hit, and unless they stop purchasing their basic needs are

unable to evade it.

We have won a great victory by forcing the government to admit its colossal mistake

and announce a new system which might be implemented in 2-3 years time, i.e ‘council
tax’.

It is needless to say that this so called new system still favours the well off and

the very rich to the tune of billions, and still relies on greater numbers of people

contributing, whether they receive an income or not.

According to Rushcliffe Borough Council, which for the last six months has denied
having any non-payers in this area, a mere £2 milliou. -Poll Tax is uncollected.
That:ﬁeans that approximately upto 10,000 people have either not paid or only partly
paid their last year's Poll Tax. |

According to the Association of District Councils and also the Audit Office, now that
the government has admitted the gross unpopularity of this unjust tax the number

of noﬁ-payers will increase. Also the new figures published by the Audit Office

show that not only are there 15 million who have not paid anything or very little,
but also there are 3.5 million people who have not registered yet.

That brings the total to 18.5 million .

All this has been achieved through active or passive resistance to this hated tax.
But unless we stand firm and continue our fight we could stand to lose the initial
gains.

The govérnment will no doubt try every method to force people to pay. (Especially now
that local elections are over). The councils throughout the country - irrespective

of their political affiliation - have started deducting money from people's wages

by illegal means, and have started jailing non-payers. 'The latest one an unemployed
19 year old - Lee Barrett from Uttoxeter, .

We need to be informed and aware, not only of what the campaign is about, but also

where it is leading. We request your presence at our next oublic meeting, to which

we have invited speakers to discuss our next steps.

PUBLIC MEETING : WEDNESDAY, MAY 22nd, 7.30p.m., STUMPS BAR, TEST MATCH PUB

-

Soroosh : 814739/868516 Mary : 812529 Ray : 0509 853371 (E.Leake) Gail : 810815
Pak * Khhaac Mita ..o ¢« R4q2a0 fr...l-nmup)



When the court have got a LIABILITY ORDER
 against you they will probably send you a SUMM-
ARY OF MEANS form | |

1. YOU CAN REPUSE TO SEND BACK THE
FORM AS 12,000 PEOPLE IN COVENTRY

HAVE DONE. You take the risk of prosecution and
fine of £100 dwt 7/t /s unlikely that there will be
enough court time for the Council to do this.

2. You can retum an incomplete SUMMARY OF
MEANS form with a list of questions that need
answering if you ate to fill in the form correctly - it is

your democratic right!

.' k. . A .,; .u..__. :
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Some of the questions cxplam themselves but you

could ask the council for more information on some of
them. *

Question 1d) “‘In what capacity are you employed?

You could ask - Does this mean.... am [ a full time or
part time cmployee? - am I on a permanent or
temporary contract? - what is my actual job descrip-
tion? - what is my-actual iob title?

Question 2a) *‘What is your pay before deductions per
week/month?’’ - Do deductions include rent/mortgage

or trade union subs etc?
Remember - Avoid Details About Your Workplace

Put all these qucstions in a covering letter and retum
it with an incomplete form-to the council (within 14
days). Remember this is just a delaying tactic.

At Work

Find out who the other non-payers are at your place of
work. Arrange & meeting with them in a dinner break
or after work. In this way you can compare notes and
work out what approaches you could possibly make
within the union or to the employers. Just making
contact with other non-payers at work is useful.

Wages

There are maximum legal limits set down by law.
These arc based on your net earnings (ie. after tax and

ARRESTM ENT OF WAG ES
- WHAT TODO NOW

stoppages). REMEMBER - UNLESS YOU GET A

LOINT BILL YOU ARE NOT LIAILE FOR YOUR
SPOUSE.

exceeding £65 but under £75
IO £95
et e £120
il ¢ 0 SR £160

ctc ete...

L4

max deduct
£3 per week

m "
4
18 "

monthly net max_deduct

exceeding £260 but under £280 £11 per montk
"O£40 " £2360 24
U380 " 8400 430
£600 0. *

? 2560 "

etc ete...

What About My Employer?
Your employer may be liable to a fine (max £400) if
they fail to provide information on you. Your

employer can also deduct £1 from your wages cach
time & deduction is made (their costs).

MWM

If you are self-employed you would have to state this
on the SUMMARY OPF MEANS form. The council

would then ask you to send them your latest income
tax computation - a very difficult process to enforce!

What if I am on Income Support?

Deductions can be made direct from the DSS through
the council. The most they can take from a single
person is £1.75 per week; from a couple £2.75.

What About Me?

You will have to decide what course of action to take.
It is unlikely that you will be taken to court for not
returning the SUMMARY OF MEANS forms. You

arc more likely to get a nasty letter threatening you
with bailiffs..in which case refer to our "How to

Stop the Bailiffs” leaflet.

REMEMBER YOUR CAMPAIGN WILL SUP-
PORT YOU AND GIVE ANY INFORMATION
YOU NEED.

ip SDAPTC, 11 Osbome Ave, Sherwood. (624827)




ST ANNES ANTI - POLL TAX UNION

THE STRUBGLE CONTINUES .

There are a lot of false rumours going around about the Poll Tax.
For example : 1. The Poll Tax has gone
2, The Anti-Poll Tax Campaign is over

3. £140 off is fair
4. Non-Payers are harming local services

THESE ARE NOT TRUE ! HERE ARE THE FACTS !

1. The Poll Tax has not gone :

We are still being hounded for last year's Poll Tax. And the bills for 1991/92

are on the way.
The government have not scrapped the Poll Tax. They have only promised to scrap

it, in 2 to 3 years time.,

The Labour Party have also promised to scrap it., But even if they came to
power this year (if) they say it will take them another year to actually
get rid of it.

50 we have the Poll Tax for at least another 2 to 3 years.

UNLESS we do something about it ourselves,

2. The Anti-Poll Tax CamEaign is not over :

The Anti-Poll Tax campaign will continue for as long as the Poll Tax does.
- In Nottingham over half those on the register (and not everyone is on the

register) have paid nothing or only a part of last year's bill.

We expect many more to join us this year. (In Scotland there were more

non-payers in the second year than the first).

The campaign will continue until the Poll Tax is scrapped completely,

until there is an ammnesty for all non-payers, and until all Poll Tax

prisoners are released.

3,-£140 Off is not falr :

The Poll Tax is unfair because it is a flat rate, regardless of income.

Even with £140 'off' you will still be paying more than the rich. Why should
we subsidise them ? |

Households with more than one adult will still be paying more than under the

rates in most cases.
On top of which the increase in VAT, which has been introduced to pay for

the 'reduction) will soon take care of your: 'savings'. (Remember that even
'VAT free' things, like food, will go up as increased costs of transport, etc.

are passed on).

4. Non-Payers are not harming local services :

a) Government capping and cuts inlocal council grants have been cutting
services for years. The introduction of’the Poll Tax itself, which is not
only unfair but costs twice as much as the rates to operate, has added to
this.

Getting rid of the Poll Tax can only help local services. And it's the

Non-payers who are doing this -

b) What about the 'other' non-payers ?
Not those who simply cannot afford to pay, or those that stand with them

out of principle, but the rich who hzve received yet another back-hander
and are paying less than ever before,

Like last year's bill of £150 for the Duke of Westminster, the richest
person in Britain (except for the Queen of course, who is also a Non=-Payer.:)
Or nearer home, the leader of the Tory Group on Nottingham City Council,
Bill Bradbury, who gained £1,500 when the Poll Tax came in.

DON'T BLAME THE POOR FOR HAVING THEIR SERVICES CUT -

















































