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SUPPORT THE
WHITEMOOR THIRTY

The following article is an edited version of two 
sent in by the prisoner John Bowden. He was 
moved from Whitemoor prison along with 29 
others to various prisons around the country 
following the ‘events’ of March 2nd and 3rd (see 
below) and is, as far as we know, currently in 
Pentonville. All thirty prisoners are being kept 
iocked in a segregation unit - not for breaking any 
prison rules, but for showing solidarity with each 
other and trying to better their lot.

“ The construction of Britains latest maximum­
security dispersal prison, Whitemoor in Cam­
bridgeshire, is the clearest example yet that the 
Home Office agenda for prisons will continue to 
be one of increased control and repression. 
Despite the vague hopes of iiberal reformists that 
the Woolf report might in some way characterise 
official penal policy for the ’90s, Whitemoor illus­
trates that it is the American “New Generation” 
ideas that are influencing the Home Office.
Whitemoor is designed for maximum corrtroi. It 

incorporates the principle of constant observa­
tion and surveillance; it uses the idea of small, 
manageable groups of prisoners that are allowed 
no contact or interaction as groups. The Ameri­
can influence is apparent in pastel colour schemes 
and the use of a ‘newspeak’ terminology to 
conceal the reality of the place; the hospital wing 
is now the “Medical Care Centre”; the punish­
ment block the “Adjustment Unit”. There is also 
a clear conflict between the uniformed staff who 
have sought to maintain a more traditional and 
overtly oppressive style of control and the man­
agement staff who have opted for the more 
'therapeutic*, though no less coercive, approach. 
This has created tension. The marginalisation 
and virtual defeat of the Prison Officers’ Associa­
tion (POA) under the new ‘fresh start' contract is 
shown in the profound demoralisation of the 
uniformed staff. They also claim that the Home 
Office is manipulating them whilst following vague 
and dangerous notions of absolute control. The 
parallels with the lock down prison in Marion in 
the States are strikng.
From the day that the prison opened in Novem­

ber last year, solidarity amongst prisoners has 
been strong. During the visit of the Home Secre­

tary in January, prisoners staged a mass sit- 
down to protest against petty restrictions at the 
jail. In fact, so powerful was the solidarity and 
sefi-organisation of the prisoners that both wings 
had prisoner representation committees which 
met and negotiated with management on a regu­
lar basis. Virtually denied any representation 
themselves, screws were reduced to acting as 
‘go-betweens’ between management and pris­
oners. However, although it seemed at one point 
to the prisoners that the regime might be easing 
up, things were to take a turn for the worst.

THE MARCH WORK-STRIKE 
AND ITS EFFECT

On the 2nd and 3'd of March this year, prisoners 
at Whitemoor prison staged a mass work strike 
in protest over oppressive conditions at the prison. 
The administration responded with a show of 
brute force, deploying riot squads against the 
prisoners and locking the prison down, providing 
clear evidence that Whitemoor is basing its 
methods exclusively on control and repression. 
Prior to the 2nd March strike, tension and conflict 

in the prison had become widespread as prison­
ers collectively challenged and questioned the 
administration’s determination to resist change 
or reform of the regime. A power struggle had 
taken shape and was gaining momentum, its 
central dynamic fed by a determination on both 
sides to shape and determine the regime of a 
prison obviously designed as a prototype for long 
term, dispersal prisons of the future. An enormous 
amount of money and expertise had been in­
vested in Whitemoor as the ultimate word in 
control and containment, both guards and man­
agement were determined to "hold the line” against 
any attempt by prisoners to resist and fight back. 

Prisoners’ representative groups on C and D 
wings at the prison had sought constantly to 
negotiate with the administration the issue of 
prisoners’ rights and a relaxation of the White­
moor regime. They were met, however, at every 
turn and juncture with prevarication and evasion 
and it soon became clear that the administration 
was prepared to negotiate nothing and was 
simply using its meetings with the prisoners’ rep-
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resentatives as a means of extracting intelli­
gence and “clarifying" existing rules and regula­
tions.

Meanwhile, the day-to-day struggle between 
prisoners and guards on the landings had pro­
duced a situation and relationship of power 
advantageous to the former. POA representa­
tives at the prison claimed that staff were ‘losing 
control* and prior to the strike on March 2nd, 
opinion amongst guards strongly favoured a 
hard line or lough* response to the prisoners’ 
demands for a more liberalised regime. An in­
exorable process of prisoner empowerment had 
begun and both guards and governors were 
determined to crush it.
The strike at Whitemoor began as a localised 

dispute between inmate kitchen workers and the 
administration over the question of pay. The 
administration refused point blank to negotiate 
with the kitchen workers and threatened sack­
ings and the ‘reallocation* of the prisoners to 
workshops if the dispute continued. The kitchen 
workers responded with a call for solidarity from 
all other prisoners and by lunchtime on the 2nd 
March both C and D Wings came out in support. 
Rapidly improvised strike committees were then 
formed to respond to the organisational needs of 
the situation and from the perspective of the 
administration it became apparent that the bal­
ance of institutional power was now shifting in 
favour of the prisoners.
On the second day of the strike, prisoners on D 

Wing demanded a meeting with the head of 
'inmate activities', Lynne Bowles, in order to 
discuss improvements of the regime generally. 
Despite her attempts to ‘interview’ prisoners 
individually about their greivances, a mass meeting 
was organised for that morning. In an obvious 
attempt at assuagement, Bowles agreed to ‘re­
view* the existing regime and promised the pris­
oners that all their complaints would be “carefully 
evaluated”. She then cut the meeting short and 
explained that she was off to meet with the 
kitchen workers in an attempt to resolve their 
dispute. In fact, she met next with a Home Office 
official dispatched to the prison that day to over­
see the breaking of the prisoners’ strike. Be­
tween them they agreed that the prison should 
be locked down and the ‘ringleaders’ shipped 
out. Oblivious of such machinations, the prison­
ers collected their meals at lunchtime (cooked 
and served by guards) and allowed themselves 
to be locked within their cells for what they 
imagined wouid be the usual hour-long lunchtime 

lock-up. They remained locked up for the remain­
der of the day.

At tea time, prisoners were unlocked individu- 
aliy to collect their meal and made to walk a 
gauntlet of screws dressed in full riot gear. They 
were also issued with a notice from assistant 
governor P.G.Kelly which said: "You have cho­
sen not to follow the order to comply with the 
requirements of the regime. The process you 
have chosen to voice your objection is not ac­
ceptable. In order to secure the safety of both 
prisoners and staff you will remained locked up. 
The situation will be kept under review”.

From 8.30pm onwards, prisoners were removed 
from their cells by riot squads and taken to the 
segregation unit. A couple of dozen prisoners 
were removed in such a fashion; the ‘hard core1 
that Bowles and her colleagues claimed were 
inciting other prisoners to revolt. Their number 
included the D Wing spokespeople who had 
organised the meeting with her earlier in the day. 
At about 2.30pm these prisoners, stripped of all 
their possessions, were bussed out to Lincoln an 
and Bentonville.

Continued Page 9
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PRISONER UPDATES
STRANGEWAYS

As reported in the last Bulletin, the Strange- 
ways Showtrial is steaming ahead with the State 
throwing ali it’s weight around. The trial has taken 
12 weeks so far, and has heard evidence from 
more than 100 witnesses. The jury at Manches­
ter Crown Court has found three defendants 
guilty of riot (maximum 10 years). The defen­
dants are Paul Taylor, John Derek Spencer , 
James Miller and Sydney Doran. Paul Taylor 
was given a sentence of 10 years; the other three 
20 years between them. Four defendants have 
been acquitted: Alan Lord, Andrew Paul Nelson, 
Martin John McLatchie and Brian Parke. A ver­
dict still has to be reached on one other.

The State, in it’s usual fashion, had to have 
‘named ringleaders’ for the Uprising - after all, it 
can’t comprehend the concept of solidarity or 
people fighting back together. It should be re­
membered however, that the State did not have 
everything it’s own way - all murder charges were 
dropped and 4 defendants have been acquitted 
of riot.
The Uprising also led to an official inquiry and 

subsequent report into conditions at Strange- 
ways prison. The report concluded that intoler­
able conditions provoked the situation; that there 
was gross overcrowding; insanitary conditions 
and a degraded regime. No systematic brutality 
to prisoners (by other prisoners) was found. As a 
result, “slopping-out" is to be abolished (as well 
the recommendation of smaller units of prisoners 
to “encourage better relations with officers”!) The 
Uprising also caused millions of pounds worth of

damage and Strangeways prison had to be virtu­
ally rebuilt - it now houses only 300 prisoners. 
However, it is due to open fully next year. Who 
knows what might happen then?

The Defendants still need your support. At the 
time of printing, we do not know where the three 
are being held: we will publish this as soon as the 
information is made available.

GLEN LEWIS

Glen Lewis is yet another innocent man fitted up 
by the West Midlands Serious Crimes Squad. He 
was framed in 1987 for armed robbery and 
sentenced to 10 years. His convictions have 
been quashed by the Court of Appeal, but the 
judge ordered a retrial - the first time this has 
happened. Glen was forced to sign blank sheets 
of statement paper after being threatened with a 
hypodermic syringe and denied a solicitor. At the 
Court of Appeal, Lord Lane said that the credibil­
ity of the two WMSCS detectives who arrested 
him was so “blighted”that the jury would not have 
convicted him in the original case if ail the full 
facts had been known. The two detectives were: 

DC John Perkins and DS Peter Reynolds. Glen 
also says he was headbutted and racially abused 
by Perkins. Later on, he was forced to sign biank 
interview sheets. He was then interviewed by DS 
Griffiths and DC Timmins about another armed 
robbery - he was again forced to sign blank 
sheets. (Tests showed that the sheets had been 
tampered with). DC Perkins and DS Reynolds 
were later found guilty of a diciplinary offence 
regarding interview records on another case.
Meanwhile, Glen has to wait for the date of the 

retrial.

Letters of support may be sent to: Glen Lewis 
V/56246. HMP, The Dana, Shrewsbury, Salop 
SY1.
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WINSTON SILCOTT

Despite the quashing of the convictions of the 
Tottenham 3 last October, Winston Silcott is still 
inside. This is because he was convicted of 
another ‘murder’ - after defending himself against 
three attackers armed with knives. Winston was 
arrested and charged with murdering Anthony 
Smith, then released on bail, which implies that 
the authorities may well not have been taking it 
seriously. He was out on bail the night 
P.C.BIakelock died and he was then picked up 
and charged with his murder. The Biakelock trial 
took place after Winston had already been con­
victed to life imprisonment for the murder of 
Smith. Winston was to teil the jury in the Smith 
trial that it was self-defence, but under enormous 
pressure because he was then also charged with 
P.G.Blakelock’s murder, he was advised to change 
his story. Winston is now planning an appeal 
against this conviction on the grounds of bias and 
self-defence, but doesn’t yet have an appeai 
date. His brother, George, said the grounds for 
the appeal includes fresh evidence that was not 
presented at the original trial. This includes state­
ments from six new witnesses who did not give 
evidence at the original trial. They say that Smith, 
along with two friends, aii armed with knives, 
made an unprovoked attack on Winston at a 
party. Winston was unarmed, then seeing the 
seriousness of the situation, borrowed a knife off 
a friend for self-defence. It has now emerged that 
Winston’s then solicitors - Anthony Steel and 
Co., knew of the vendetta Smith had against him 
and also had possession of a crucial statement 
made by Winston, but they now claim the state­
ment never existed. However, parts of this state­
ment have been found in notes. The firm has 
recently been forced to close by the Solicitors 
Complaints Bureau. We wish him Winston the 
best of luck with his appeai.

You can write to Winston: B74053, HMP Gar- 
tree, Market Harborough, Leicester LE16 7RP.

KENNY CARTER

A Support Group has been set up for Kenny 
Carter. As reported in the iast Bulletin, Kenny 
Carter was framed for the ‘murder’ of a cellmate 
and received life. However, he is now receiving 
some publicity for his case in the press. Hopefully 
more pressure may force the Home Office to re­
open his case.

Kenny Carter Support Group, c/o Box ABC, 121 
Raitton Road, London SE24.
You can write to: Kenny Carter AD3434, HMP 

Whitemoor, Longhiil Road, March, Cambridge­
shire.

Latest news: We received a letter from Kenny 
recently in which he states that he was beaten up 
by screws again - this is apparentiy a regular 
occurence. This time, his jaw was broken, his 
face beaten and he was strangled till he lost 
conciousness. This occured at Huli: he made a 
complaint, but was quickly moved to Whitemoor 
to cover the incident up.

BRICK LANE 4
As reported in the last ABC Bulletin, the 2nd 

March saw the start of a Crown Court trial agai nst 
four anti-fascists and three fascists, all charged 
with Affray and in the same dock together. Ail 
seven were Bound Over for eighteen months, 
which although a relief that no anti-fascists were 
sent down, is nevertheless a typicai State reac­
tion-treating both fascists and anti-fascists alike 
when it suits them, except when it is in their 
interests to favour the fascists.
The picket of the court was apparentiy a suc­

cess with a decent turn-out and no trouble was 
reported. We wouid like to express our best 
wishes to the anti-fascist defendants.

LATEST PUBLICATIONS

•CONVICTIONS’
This is a magazine produced by prisoners and 

their families and friends in the US. It features 
articles, drawings, poems, etc. Broad range of 
stuff from ali over the place.
Contact: Convictions, POB1749, Carvallis, OR 

97339-1749, USA. Yearly subscription rates: 
$10 prisoners; $12 others; $17 institutions.

'PRISONERS NEWS SERVICE’
This is a regular paper produced in Toronto, 

Canada, which mainiy covers political prisoners 
in the US/Canada, but also other prison struggles. 

Contact: PSC Publishers, c/o Bulldozer, POB 
5052, Stn.A, Toronto, Ontario, MSW 1W4, 
Canada. Free to prisoners; $10 year; $25 institu­
tions.
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HIV AND AIDS IN PRISON
On the outside, being HIV+ can bring discrimi­

nation and victimisation at work and in soda! life 
(br stop you getting work at aii), the tragedy of 
coping with full blown AIDS and the lack of 
support and back up in a society socially and 
medically unprepared to deal with it. Moralistic 
fear-mongering from the government fills a vac­
uum of inadequate funding and information on 
the ground. Most of the problems faced on the 
outside are made worse for prisoners as victimi­
sation and segregation are all the more routine 
and accomplished inside prison walls.
it is still general policy in at least half of british 

prisons to segregate those known to be HIV+ 
and frequently prisoners who come forward for 
an HIV test are isolated before the outcome of 
the test is known and effectively stigmatised. 
Confidentiality is rarely respected. Where segre­
gation is not policy in prisons, such as Bristol and 
Saughton in Edinburgh, this is often because it is 
seen as counter-productive; prisoners don't come 
forward for tests or to inform the prison staff that 
they have HIV if they know isolation and stigma­
tisation are likely to follow. Other prisons may 
have separate cells like the “K1 Unit” at Wand­
sworth where HIV+ prisoners are held - despite 
the fact that official Home Office policy states 
that prisoners with HIV should be treated no 
differently from others. Judge Stephen Tumin, 
the Chief Inspector of Prisons, called for an end 
to segregation in September '91 and the Home 
Office now claims the situation is being reviewed. 
Current estimates put the number of prisoners 

with HIV in british jails at about 5% of the prison 
population - roughly 2000 inmates (Aids Educa­
tion Research Trust figures Nov ’91) though a 
ciear assessment is difficult for the reasons 
mentioned above and due to the tendency of the 
prison administration to 'underestimate’ the scaie 
of the problem.
Rates of infection may vary across the country; 

Saughton prison in Edinburgh had as many 
cases of HI V+ in 1988 as the rest of England and 
Waies put together for that year, the scale of the 
problem however undoubtedly to do with the 
more developed response in that area (Edin­
burgh is sometimes nicknamed ‘AIDS City’). At 
Saughton there is a special unit ’Allemuir’ where 
HI V+ inm ates can go to rest or to do exercise and 
work. There are counselling sessions run by 
prison officers (!) and educational posters and 
information are spread about the wings.

Of course many of these responses are as 
much to do with a desire for smooth prison 
administration as a concern for prisoners’ wel­
fare, asSaughton’s governor John Pearce made 
clear in a T.V. interview recently, when he spe­
cifically pointed to the hopelessness of the situ­
ation for many prisoners who might then have 
nothing to lose by ‘kicking back’ at the system. 
The relatively liberal regime at Saughton was 
clearly about defusing such possibilities.

Unfortunately, effective responses like the 
provision of condoms and needle cleaning kits, 
or supplies ofclean needesfor prisoners has not 
occured in Britain. Figures for 1991 (HIV News 
Review, Nov) estimate that over 10% of prison­
ers are probably drug users and between 62% 
and 75% of these often share needles. Needles 
are smuggled into prisons (often ‘cut downs’ 
which are shortened and hence easier to hide) 
and routinely shared by numbers of prisoners. 
The prison administration know this goes on, as 

they also know much ‘unprotected’ sex goes on, 
with the associated dangers of spreading HiV but 
still they persist with patronising lectures about 
safety and 'problem behaviours’ without provid­
ing the facilities to make safer behaviour a real 
possibility.
An Act Up demonstration in May of 1989 saw 

helium filled condoms with safer sex leaflets 
attached, floating over the walls of Pentonville 
Prison and showed up the fact that condoms 
were not supplied inside prison. The situation 
remains a real obstacle to tackling the risks of 
HIV transmission and highlights the prison serv- 
ices’failureto address the real issues despite the 
softly softly approach in some places.
The lack of clear and reliable information about 

HIV and Aids in prison also contributes to the fear 
and ignorance that breed victimisation. This applies 
to both prisoners and staff, who receive minimal 
training on the issue. Attitudes may be gauged by 
the fact that the Prison Officers Association 
actually voted for compulsory testing of prison­
ers in 1990, only to be thwarted by the fact that 
this would have been against the iaw, constitut­
ing an ‘assault’ if consent was not given. Staff 
may lead the way in harassing prisoners, forcing 
them to eat alone, or with their own plate, exer­
cise alone or be excluded from association. An 
inmate of Hoiloway toid of how prisoners would 
stub out their cigarettes on the dinner plate of one 
woman with HIV and similar accounts of victim!- 
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