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| luding postage but if you do want them by ( ;Ce( (wdﬂ+ +o mrﬁ‘e a(yoo+ Same ’H’HVIJS

- paffo, lots more probably. it . ’ I
ISSUE 9 - angelic Upstarts, +Wild Boys, H\°‘+ | find \65_51L bands OfL ‘W{?f@L "‘{
Matrix Hall festival, Coventry fo wnte abouta e momerit
ISSUE 12 - (anniversary issue)- Steel Locks,pa [guw Pen'od Per‘fr\a{;’j [ also -F@e(
Bron Area, Ramones etc, etc. ‘ ((( 41 f’ ‘H‘l ) »

ISSUE 13 - (unlucky for some) Foto issuz ™ (K€ Lorny V\S 0600 - oTher H\\V\SS -

- 3
Tel. CoV. 64647 . , ( ; ! <7 be pothn oqu‘
No g'gm@ mmmfmm oL e e s e({}(&’j«'h/&)@iﬁ(/{
Lools
[ mi

¥ ot of the Upcomihg- 195

COVENTRY City Council

posting was not_only
et out it also_littered

egal 8
}olllxe city 4nd created an eye

sore, he said. The cost of

cleaning it up fell on the - ,
ratepayers, and it also dis- -

criminated : ;

‘against: law-
traders who paid for

e wabertising space.
their advertisi 0 an ar‘Jriclc n ’H\c ‘CO\/. ale_Efengh a 1C.€u) weeks, I
age Said how He Cooncil wele aﬁac(,({rg -F(\/— (
* posters, Unbil they Ralise Hhat Young bards
'/ Inave €nough trovble publicising 9195 qnd \
’ provide some legal space for ty FOS‘("f\‘j,
“Hhen they have no right fo complain The law
. abiding " zraders Who pay for space are large
c‘mwﬂ ./gl'rﬁ'ﬁ hot band 5 Who wan‘{' o adugr«HSe a (3 nh Q -Ewda?!j
P {/m\e_, “Exesore’ . There Seems o be a Po(,'c T Couey\—\—r?(
Samping on everything Hhat doesnt lools ok and i line
N 1[;\{ ZVCF‘YH’\\V\ﬁ else and # nalces me Sicle :
 Please phofocopy +he picture of that prat aboye and shclk
him somewhefe on your Fly- posters in future as a Sgn yed |
il 'l print Hhe best ones somehime. Prosecution mm——|

I've got some back issues I could Y'Cs, H\_e rumou r S Jrrue, ’H\iS (s

do with clearing out so I'm putting them / & s ;
down to giveaway price agsin. You can ()€ 'H'\e (05{' A'H‘ema%”/{' Swhds ’(Dr%d{'

have them for 10p each, and that's inc- a U,)f'\((Q — amond 6 morquso(‘ Q)}\enQUC(

post then I'1l have to ask for a minimum )
of 20p just to cover it, There's a —Feuu feasenS ~ Oh€ (S the

This is what's left.... l%c%( am Starting vp my own band —
com—
ind,

el e e ATTRITION- and (oant time to make

petition, reviews blah bish. ) N )
ISSUE 7 - (not many) Riot Act, The & US rich and famoos’ Another iS

courtesny?rk O,.}i..o;rgs of, um,"exverimental” ,\'O*F ‘()5’{' S‘H‘)CH‘/ MmJsIc .‘don'{' u)O(r‘)(
photos o ocal bands. . . ; o . :

ISSUE 14 - (Double sizel} athletico spizz, d will Shil b man ly music, but
Cg];émn E;S, E{‘an cl?‘bs,l}‘;?itéys {the "’zou‘.;). (Jd\jh’\ a mofe open a Vbdd’), ho S
ISSUE 195 - (very few ie Criminal Slnes, . - . .
Denizens, Flackoff, fGccelerctors, Cravats, a(“’{’les (3‘3 e/ ews /fe(ord reVewS

T55E 16 - {(2nother big one) The Mix, Urge, UJ'“ ()6 $Carce> B 1’@(‘ H\lS feason IGM

oy

Protege, Team 23, Mercia Sound, Human C2bs, . s . .
ISSUE 17 - that's this one. ’ " hin King of changing the maga2ineS (

T e T —"jname o ALTERNATIVES. In the
This is product of . g <_:>‘H«er‘

13 MoAT AUENUE, COVENTRY meantime Ceep readin

P, e limited monthly newsheets
ﬁﬁ%ﬂffgﬁ; hu};ilegmﬁ, which Wskop{“;rarﬁhg early Janvary.
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Dear ";;ia.rtin/hlternetive Sounds,
‘ 1'd 1like

to point out a fev things to the group Dear Martin, ' .
of mindless male twats that ruined the s, 1 am the keyboard player: for
Gravediggers gig at The Hove 'n Anchor. First Of fence who you reviéwed in AS. 10,
1) Your pathetic f£ighting ritual did The song title you missed was "Hit Man's
1t is one of our newest songs and,had it

not impress any one. It amused some
‘people,it sickened others. 1t is amazing would have been on the compil
to observe how low,norons 1like you,can
sink. Tou didn't give 2 shit for the "~ . Qup guitarist/vocalist,lan /
peovle who were there tp see the group- has left us and we will remain .inact;ve‘
Christ' Do you really think the show- you until about Christmas while we rehearse
put on was worth an audience? . our new one. Oh yeah! We 3id another gig
5) hggression and 1ts garious expressions with Profile at Bastern Green Village
are a form of feer. Fear of masculinity - “Hall. It appears that your idea of play §
| of being an snadequate and jnferior man. ing this type of veme is shit. Instead
- Self doubts about your own peliefs and ' of bringing booze the kids brought glue.-
gbilities. It is far essier to be in 2 The owner of the hall came in and‘turnad )
mass. you fee the mains off halfway through. The other
and called Emer

other fucked up moron to be in group are & neavy metal b
your body gnd mind. It is c3 h out for them,they are & bunch
i < "

peen re2dy,
ation EP .

' a1d. Watc
of wankers. They ook all the dooT mons¥:

in a gang. .

u t ¥ 2 ey
21 28 wadanes, Jorz per;.om.lance f}her and a mike gtand,guitar 1@ad and cymbal
es on,mpersonallty and behaviour distor == P ad
tion, It is not aggression it is sapp- atand. They mi strested our equipment &
ressed aggression you are showing,which gll‘;en they came on everyone 1eft1and
15 violence. It is & total failure. It e}”riid blayed to about 50 PeOPIS:
will rot away,e-yentually,any sense of nx’Paul RrL.
individuality you had left. Then you : >Firs._t Offence

will have no option vut to "follow the N ;
crowd" , Tou have to belong somewhere. Contact addresss PanliCov. 46 336 e

4) Constant violent physical contact
| within a group (that's you 10t} is often Dear AsS,

psychologically viewed as suppressed As this 3 ;

sexuality or homo sexuality. So stop and have used op is is the first

think about your motives the next time writing to © . 5f my many tatime that T

you are putting the boot in. ego if you yo':’ it would be lents by
Coalfield. - Printed my lettees . O W

i Firstly, I woulq

WAN =
Ken‘.\:;btk JORDT o 0
rth new wave b ightin stu
| and. g and ; Pid behavi,
M"S}E have own Kit, : Zggrt Na svearing eto, op o U8 SIE;
78 Jobs. re leaving us 933
a

WANTED= Drummer to play
/

AL e o st e o e e
; ink va.1s eg writ
27735, & hone Kate (cov) Slits the ‘EngeJuSt bec:sgn:h:nd rmc;f’g
. W
S WANTED —s eve’:;:zeDg:na andogiglza s to knc}:wl.iitgosile
vitaris you 1j a8 got the point «-ol thi
091:-771;7F5°§4FL(¢CK)0FF' P.L.:-ﬂe wheril‘,f:su“s}.aughter :spng’t by now thn:t
avs and | ook. So,wh $ sprawled
m o (4 eavt st ,Whoev every-
e-SSc_i«,,«_- : remtatior?l.ol i e o giv;ngo:: o11 are 4o
. e S — : I Woul 8 all a hd ",'
iF Rod oF FlacKofF reqq fanzine, 1 tead al% 1ike to praj =
a . er hit Cov, ap t's the best aise your

thiS — €«
QA ‘ : :
You Send me a month, (Thi and it gets he thing thatt
etter e-Very :

ue, s 3 nothi
me hew yh'\uch "'\ \’i 2 lette;‘lgp;’;n? ' : ?::tabsolautely et
You. Ta we ed.)Kev that I want my
: ep on truclky ~
Tinda Ge ckin'
: ee 0.B.E,

g

Martin,



1 And hefe's Hhe latest resolfs...
\ e XCects have been redormed
b\{ Dave PePPCF. Hﬁ'Sa\/.S' th afe Comp-
letely, different Yo 4he old R-lerts, |
pﬁﬁ%g,%& ag«jrcssgve and  wierder
songs. Dave. plays guitar and synth. Rex
(ex-Edibrs) is P(ay,'yg bass for —H\em,
and they afe Using femporary drummers §
at +he moment. ” The Edibrs played
a 3(3 in the HMV shop a Couple of N
menthsS ago —they Just asked on the
off chance and  got fo play— Shows You
whaf You can do i you Hr¥-

| I‘\qu\\{ local bands have d\g(cu)%y David VinS&
rClr\diVS a P(GC'e ‘b (gkeame +L\€h 'H‘\ﬁy BBC TV Sports Cator I
Couvld do What | Ald= boalk & Schoolmom. You Can boolk them
in room (28 of fhe ‘new' Council building anrd 41l cost
\'a\ao ‘£{+ZO ‘6( ke L\OUFS"7Pm '{D lOpm Grea+ (F ?@()'UC 80‘1‘
e Sggﬁoﬁ—,@r issves of Bush Tele rqph'wiu'ck (s @ hews heef
run by Jed from the Gimez;d u)o;&%—;\:“ 8WEFSJ(ZOU news of
[ : “Walke yrade  and othel < o .
2% qu i .__wO\/ ek ‘ 4 [ oot c’lhéopy of +he

Scvith Bl book on making

Dear Martin, .
T Thanks for the review of the "Boys

[ l
Game" demo tape in Alternative Sownds. Since \{O‘Ur oW N record . l+5 C)(C‘e““ ‘
then we've changed the name to Tarzan 5 (threat- §

ening t%};be;:nnlg l'I‘?rzan 6}-)1 and writtem quite a few ej’\“(‘—- ’H'\Q(:C are nohel aw&ldéle
8, -~ 2 _ P :
zz:ga malz singer zzyuge :sd:gt.; e a’* 'PI‘CS'eV\‘{' GU‘(F l ” {€+
Record company reactions to "Boys Game" You L(I\OLL) wkfr\ ‘H/\QY ale . |
il f Stiff Record ho ‘
it o st ot e hseries oy [(C5 nome Wands o look ot
u ‘'we just didn't cut. east it was s : ' :
honegt) . An;how. un_t,i‘l"we do get a reco;d oit , FL’\Q bOOk o 6% in ’k’DUdf\ :
people can hear What we are doing by sending a i GC+ l’\old ox¥ & COFY C‘)'F
blank cassette to Teach-Yourself Cassettes I8, C . \ - i e
UHure' — o newsheet with
a [of o say on Cov€n+ry~ :
(N VI'V‘SU\ or Titershop.
. U LG
Cinally, i#s good 1o See e

Thwaites Rd.,Oswaldtwistle,Lancs, On the tape
4 3 . .
EVemhﬂ Te,;?ra ph falking

—

A good band with some interesting songs
bass prominent,drums pound along,female vocals
(mainly). They sound very exciting on the live
bits. Also included is the excellent ™Boys Game™
I reviewed in issue I5. A collection of catchy
modern pop songs With some jazz influences.The
~ emphasis being on trying something new . Reggae
Influence as well. This band could be very good

indeed, /VLu’ ‘HV\

enclosed is the sort of stuff you're going to
get if anyone's smart enough to do so.

Some. iterest” in local music
eVen at the leve| if does..

Thanks,Phil.
fechaps Hhat’s dll we @n efped
well, Hhat's all, gdodnight " i
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30 SQUAD HAVE NOW FINALLY SPLIT AND GONE. THEY WERE A GOOD ROCK 'N ROLL BAND.

) S0 ME PEOPLE SCOFFED BUT UFFERED NO ALTERNATIVE. 2 .




per side

it T T R

BAG ONE

(12" pressings) £3000
(12" pressin"s £2500
(7" pressing * 3 ’\0
12"\ 33 ressinig‘ : ‘ S
‘Quad § Q ¢ )
147 33% LP.  Trepressings £35.00

The begining of October saw the release of the first Coventry comp-
jlation EP, Called "BOYS AND GIRLS COME OUT TO PLAY" on Boys and Girls
records, it features 6 bands and 6 tracks. That's 18 minutes of music and
M = fold out poster of the bands, all for only £1.25.

First a quick run down...The HUMAN CABBAGES start the Pink side with
B, an interesting song, slower and faster bits, plenty of keyboards and female
vocals, The CLIQUE have a name change to the CLIQUE-SYNDICATE and a new

(temporary) singer in Trudy from the Famous 5. Their song is fast and not

the name, Sounds like mid-'70's rock - Caron on vocals. The Blue side
otarts with & Jam/Mod influenced song from PROFILE called "Vince", it's OK

Production Masters

"were eallod the FINX last issue and the music hasn't changed along with

but not their best. The FAMOUS 5 produce the best song here to my mind,
8 "Take over", which remindsme of the Monochrome Set, jolly good song etc.
§Finally FIRST OFFENCE's song is "Hammer and Sickle" which is a standard
| pop song, energetic,but their new stuff is better. .
The bands are all fairly new ('cept the Clique) and their enthusiasm
shows. so who cares if the musicianship isn't grade 1.
‘ The idea for the E.P. came from Guy of Profile who wanted to put out
a record but couldn't afford it' One reason for the record was that all
Profile are around 14/15 yrs old and it is difficult for them and their
mates to get to and play gigs. Guy put a notice in the June. issue of A.S.
and got a reply from Steve of the Human Cabbages, Between them they arran-
fzed the other 4 bands, then had a meeting in the Bear (pub) where the two
N embers of Profile got thrown out! This was at the end of July.
The recording was done at "Sinewave Studios" in Brum (Tel.021-449 1248
- £8 an hour}, the record was then mastered at MSR (Tel. 94 32468-) and
pressed at "Statetune" (Tel.0933 77442) - reccomended for small quantities. '
' All this came tosaround £600 for 1,000 copies, so each band have put
‘in £100. The sleeve was printed at the same place as this here magazine. '

.‘ las good as the Cov album track but similar in some WayS. L'HOMME DE TERRE ‘
They are -trying to distribute the record through friends, at gigs (where
they will be a bit cheaper), local shops, and will try a few places like :
* "Rough Trade.
; The idea is to put out another compilation EP if this one sells
§alright, there are already & lot of bands interested. Steve said that they
Bwould spend more time on the recording in future so the tracks wouldn't be
so rushed, e

' ‘Well, I think that this record is something really good. They have

got up and done something, shown you it can be done and you don't need a

1ot of- money to do it. Who needs compilation albums when you can have
compilation EPs a lot quicker and a lot cheaper, Let's hope you all co-op |

/

[ (s.owa) seje}ady dduaidjay

erate by buying the record or recording something for-one yéurselves.
If you have difficulty in getting a copy, send £1.25 plus 20p postage

¥ to Steve Teers., 10 Asthill Grove, Coventry, and he will send _ 1 one.

]hs.--“g-..-_‘J_-_<-—_L,__k4-—1

&\ Stereo/Mao=~ Max. Time

Da:ki  Side Single

7T coro=e v

STATETUNE

Reduced rates for regular g

come - 0UY xo

Side

J

7" L.P.33% K ©14.00 z1w.J0

10” L.P. 33% 20.00 £15.50
12” L.P. 33% 25.00 £20.00
Clients are welcome to e telephone for an
appointment.
,aty cutting.






This article was originally going to

contain interviews with three sStratford bands

namely The Ideal Husbands, Domestic Bliss

I and The Abstracts - but because of internal
roblems in both the Husbands and Bliss
Discovery's two recording bands) this whole

| item has become the Abstracts interview
starring Mark Gibbons (guitar,occasional

vocals,all the tunes and some lyrics),Paul

Gardener (drums),Jez Randall (vocals and some

lyrics), and Martin Pearce (bass)., The Abst-

racts were formed around the nucleus of Gibb-

ons and Randall during the third week of
June 1979 on a sunny Wednesday afternoon.
Gdbbons had been in the Leamington band The

Subterrameans which he didn't want to mention
"as it might put people off". With the aid of

The Ideal husbands they started gigging,The
Husbands providing the initial Abstracts
rhythm section until Paul Gardener,an ex-
Deadly Toy came along and finally Martin "a

———

FRoM OUR. LEAMINGTON CORRESPONDENT.

recluse from shipston-on-stour" turned up snd
the present line-up was complete, They played
their first gig at The Toll House in stratford
in March '80., The %oll House has since closed
its doors to live entertaimment. It's imposs-
‘ible for The Abstracts to rehearse or gig very
often as the only the drummer owns any instr-
uments. They have to keep in with The Ideal
Husbands in order to olay gigs and are grateful
to them and are very embarrased about the live
review in AS I6 which slagged off The Husbands
and went beserk about them -"it's done The
Husbands more good than us®., The main influen-
ces on their music are The Stones,Doors,West
Coast circa '67,3yd Barrett and Stratford
Precinct but they've got something of themsel- .
ves into the music as well - its diverse - -
‘punk,disco,b0's pop music is all blended togeth
er into a fine set of uncompromising pop songs
.that you can dance to and laugh at but with

e

lyrics that make you think "Good old “serious

‘fun again !". They admit to being very out oﬁ‘

touch with what's going on in the music biz.
They are all unemployed except Jez and can't
afford instruments let alone records and music
papers. "The nearest place to see a’/dacent gig
is Coventry and That's 20 miles away and you
need a car to get there. All you can do in
Stratford is drink, " Gigging is a terrible
problem for them. If the gig is outside Strat-
ford they inevitably have to hiteh to the gig,
run through the set and learn new sings at
soundchecks - the only time they can rehezrse.
When the gig is over they have to hitela home.
Their ambitions are to own their own ejquipment,
make lotm of singles - no albums because they
tend to lose energy and nobody can afford them
these days,to get away from Stratford and to

tour Barepe "not America ",



The Abstracts don't know when or where their
next gig will be,if things go as they are at

in Stratford,nowhere to.gig or practise in
stratford,nowhere in Leamington or Coventry
will consider them. The people at the Lanch
described them as "rot very original" in the
same week they put on The &ilence. They may
not. last much longer -don't let this hapven.

The Abstracts have got talent - very
few others have - especially around here.
' I saw Mark Gibbons a few weeks later
on one of his rare visits to Coventry. He'd
just seen a well known group and didn't en-

it makes me bitter and angry but it also
gives me the detérmination to go on in this
business because I know the Abstracts are
better than the Fall",

Contact Mark at 13 Hunts Rd, Stratford
upon Avon.,

the moment concerning no other gigging bands

oy them -~ "When I see famous bands like that

The Nightingales aren't the Prefects but I
wonder how many people reslise that tonight.

s bunch are playing
again at The otar Club but Shis time thingg
are slightly different. In addition to having
an invited audience (including a certain Mr.,
J.Pecl) there are also a number of BBC TV
cameras and their operatives intent on pres-
erving The Nightingales in action,fthough
certain members of the audience seemed equally
intent that if anybody was %o be filmed it
would be themselves.) '

Anyway tonigh

; The reason for the cameras has a lot to
do ylth lir. Peel and his interest in the band
paV1ng been contacted by Mr. Peel with an
idea that they might -compile a programme
concerning various bands who have either
recorded or are about to record "Peel Sessions
and the effect this has on their progress.
Peel decided to include The Nightingales
part}y bacause of the two recorded Prefects
sesslons and partly because of the impending

Nightingales recording. Anyway they played.
Tt's hard to avaeid making the obvious
comparison with The Prefects (I'm as guilty
as anyone) and because of that it is hard to
decide whether or not I'm actually enjoying
what's on show,. It's not thet The Prefects:
Wwere any better or worse just that they were
first and the impact seems to have lessened
slightly. But it's wrong to think like this
as the ideas behind the two bands are compl-
etely different. Their sound tonight was the
clearest I've ever heard them,meaning that
each individual instrument was easily distin-
guished and occasional lyrics were audible. -
Because of this perhaps the things that stuck
most were short lines from songs and titles.
(*Blisters " and "Nowhere To Return") rather
than the songs themselves. In fact some songs
lalthough now having definite arrangements
seem still to lack a final impdct.

The band seemed embarrassed throughout
the half hour set though they did,at last,
gave the impression that they wanted to play.

However the presence of the cameras was a
bviously relieved

So,overall The Ni
another "different"

definite progress ha

ghtingales played
;e; showing that slow but
. een made fro i
t}mes but they were still not as S?rfifzgozz
I'd hoped or as I'm sure they will be. I've
been.t?ld that I'm not "the lads biggest fanrﬂ
ind it's t?ue but it's possible that if things
€ep on going as they are I could be and
maybe be just one of many .

M.J. Silvecs (Tnferno Keﬁbru\_
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i § s You may have heard of "Something Slse" and °
a4 b Vi perhaps seen some of the first series of program-
- N B § mes. It is a programme which allows young people
B ..o A the chance to have their say on that so powerful
' medium, the cathode ray tube. They pick on towns
to base each programme on in order to distribute
themselves over the country. Who are they? they
¥ are the Community Programme unit, a group of
people whose job it is to get each programme to-
gether - organising as much as they need and yet
leaving the important 'say' to the individuals
chosen to do the proframme. #

Coventry was chosen to be one of the 7
towns featured in this new series, which is now
showing. I was contacted and asked if I wanted
to do something on fanzines, I did. A days film-
ing in Coventry, a day down London doing the com-
‘mentary and various other meetings has resulted
. in my 5 minute spot towards the end of the prog-
ramme. It was the same for everyone. I am also
doing an information sheet(s) which will be tel-
ling you how to do a fanzine, yet in a lot more
detail than you can fit on a 5 minute T.V. spot.
You can get a copy of that (free] sheet by writ-
_ing to "Something Else", BBC TV, LONDON W12 89T
But don't write until after the programme has
‘ gone out because it won't be ready til then,

The other articles on the programme are
about - ASIAN YOUTH, perhaps a side you hadn't
considered, THEATRE and how it's image is all.

i wrong - it can be of interest to young people,
. o picce on the importance of MUSIC/LYRICS to )
"f,young peoples lives, and an article on the prob- e,
lems of GAY YOUTH. }f,
s We decided what bands we wanted to play
.on the programme as the one stipulation is that
there is to-be live (not mimed) music - one
famous band and one 'unknown' band, preferably
from the town concerned but not necessarily. We
got Siouxsie and the Banshees and Gods Toys res-
pectively - they were filmed over at Pebble Mill

|

i3

. a few weeks back and quite a few Cov people came

= ! over., ; °
j f I think a programme like this is a really

B good thing - a chance for people to be actually
i - involved with television, find out how it works,

" idea i . have their say, and make a programme that they :
i themselves would like to see - funny that they are
never like any other programmes you see isn't it, N
' What do you deduce? It is& the British Broadcasting e
W1 Company after all - of course we should all be :
¥ { involved. '
. Two things - it is a programme that should
5 be on more than just the occasional 7 show run,

B 2nd there should be programmes like this for all = &
A age groups, mot just young people. "Something Else" 1K
ﬂ;j,i,mis,a start, perhaps one day someone else will take AL“
B o chance. '
’ Remember to watch the Coventry programme,
if not all the others - it's on BBC2 at 6.50pm on
monday, December 13th. 2

Notice ‘the graphics, Well they... i i

e Bl
: .

P"‘S +Tﬂ on
¥ my doy$ i ming.
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What is "Ambivalent Spale” - a record label? a tape
label? publications? a group of people? Well, it's some of
all of those and it's centred in Nuneaton.

A It comprises a loose knit group of friends, who are all
hn or around the local bands, They wanted to do something in
a town that didn't have a lot going on. One of the leading
lights of Ambivalent Scale is Martyn Bates, who used to sing
with the Reluctant Stereotypes, but left when he didn't like
the direction they were going. He wanted to put out a tape
of more experimental music and originally called the label
"Pure Noise" until he found that Siouxsie and the Banshees
rublishing company was called that. His first solo tape was
therefore put out on Ambivalent Scale. Martyn then teamed up
with Pete Becker to form "EYBLE3S IN GAZA who you should have
heard of and who released an EF on the label, As more people
got involved, they released a tape by Bron Area - one of :
Nuneatons best bands, then a solo tape by Pete Becker; foll-
owed by one by FANTACCINI PLAYGROUND, who are..."a loose

¢ knit co-op of Nuneaton musicians who assemble for gigs, re-

" TRAVERS AND THE NUNS which is a tape by Dave Rogers who made

hearsals and pleasure." The STICK INSECTS released the next
tape, and finally Kevin Harrison of URGE has a tape of solo
work too. Eyeless in Gaza have recently put out a collection
of lyrics and images which is Ambivalents first excursion
into printed matter. Planned for anytime now is a tape by

it mainly to get a reaction.

: Nuneatons (fan)zine, DAMN LATIN, has always had in-

depth reviews of Ambivalent Scale products so if you're int-

erested get hold of a few copies {nddress somewhere else).

! How is it done? VWell; first they record their material
hich varies from recording studio to 2 track reel to reel

to live recordings. Then they buy ordinary tapes from Virgin

records or Intershop in Coventry at about 70p a time, and

ithey transfer the recordings onto the tapes, one at a time,
sing 2 cassette tape recorders. This takes a lot of timd anJ
a lot of dedication. So far they have sold 50 Bron Area tapes
and have got another 20 done, they have sold nearly 50 Kevin
Harrison tapes, 30 Pete Becker tapes, 12 Stick Insects tapes

" done, and a few of the others, Although these tapes cost only

. about 10 times as much music, they have sold 1,000 copies of

TAMBIVALENT S(AL

about the same as the single does in the shops and contain

the Eyeless'single and perhaps this is indicative of peonles
prejudice against tapes, Ambivalent Scale shows that tapes
ng worthwhile, I know it's herd to get to hear tapes befnre
buying but I'd reccommend you at lenst get to listen to somo |
of these. .

At the moment, Liyeless in Gnza have recorded an albume
vorth of material and are looking for a label to mt it ont,
as they can't afford to themselves, Bron Area are recording
some of their material in the studio soon but they are not
too bothered either way about records. Martyn says that they
will just go on with Ambivalent Scale until they get fed up
‘with it, which seems fair enough. That sh~uld give you some
time to get n~ccquainted. Yon can get some of the tapes from
Virgin or Intershop in Coventry, otherwise direct by post.
And if you don't want to bhuy any tapes (or even if you do)
then Eyeless, Bron Area, Kevin Harrison, and maybe Fantice-
ini Playpround all play gigs so maybe you can get along to
‘one of them.

photos are of Eyeless in Gaza.

3

AMBIVALENT SUALE REGORDINGS

A.3.R. 001.,.DISSONANGCE EDIT by Martyn Bates - £1.

A.S.R. 002,..3 TRACK E.P. by Eyeless in Gaza - £1,

A.S.R. 003...0N8 YEAR by Bron Area - £1.25,

A.5.R. 004., . THEY BROUGHT TH: STRATOSPHERS by Pete Becker-£1.25
AS.R. 005., MULTIPLE JESU by Fantaccini Playground - £1.

A.S.R. 006.,,PURITAN ETHIG by Stick Insects - £1,
A.S.R. 007...0N FARTH II by Kevin Harrison - £1,25,

A.S.R. 008...PLAGUE OF YEARS...Eyeless lyrics/images - 20p
A.S.R. 009,..REACTION OVERLOAD by Travers and the Nuns —£1.25

All prices include postage. Send P.0.s ete toiens
MARTYN BATES, 60 NORTHUMBERLAND AVE ) NUNEATON, WARKS.
Write to them anyway, i




I find it hsrd to write this Gods Toys article. We didn't —
want a factual type interview as we'd done all that back in T
1ssue 6. I could tell you all about what they have been doing

f 1ately and some of you would be happy with that. I wouldn't be
and neither would the band because we talked about a lot more
then that and yet you can't talk about much of importence over |
a couple. of hours on a8 saturday afternoon - can you? ﬁ

FACTS: Gods Toys signed up to Badge Records of London in |
|the sumner of 1980 with a depl for 2 singles and a possible ‘

album. Their first single ("All the born lo sers") so0ld a miser- |
able 700 copies and as it has had radio 1 airplay and more
importantly is a good tune it has been down to the distributors
lfucking {miss out the g) things up,and the label itself not .
meking much of an effort. I suggested & picture sleeve {disc?)
would have put over Ssome of Gods Toys vivid visuals. The next
release is to be & 4 track E.P. containing..."Young and early,
'bright new days" ,"Package tours to heaven" ,"Everybody's got a
mother" and "Rose", gatefold picture sleeve and christmas day
release date (how passe). They have used Team 23's brass sect-
ion on two of those tracks. This time they are to make sure of
publicity and better distribution. The band weren't really -
happy with the 24 track sound of n[osers" and they are now back [§
to 8 track Woodbines. ;
MORE FACTS: Gods Toys have signed to the Derek Block ‘
agency who have not been much use yet. Adam of the Ants saw
them and got the Toys to support them on their new 32 date tour,
earning £50 per night - & good break, They are also appearing |
with 2 songs ("Package tours' and "Gods Toys") on the Coventry
" Something Blse" programme of December 15th - another break. \

; Why didn't you want to go on the Goventry compilation
‘L.P.? Dill says they were of divided opinion but as a band said

|

no - the contracts put them off @ bit., Gods Toys were the mis-
sing band from that L.P. In fact they have got "All the born
losers" appearing on the '101 Club' compilation, just to push

‘that song a bit fmrther.

Gode Toys have now been around for over 18 months, and
they have still had very little success for their music, in
terms of recognition or monetary reward, The national press
‘seems to ignore them and the ma jor labels seem to be put off

by their controversial (but intellectual) lyrics - What we

really want is something along the lines of.."Ooch be my baby" .. R

4 that's right, sign here. & £
5 m at. Woedbine Studiod

GoDS TOYS e

corfact Dill
V.. 64600 .




ST YO

1. John (droms) 2 . Dill (vocals) 3 Nick (SynH\)
L. ckris(ba65>5.. Larry (quitar)-

How long will the band keep going 7 Dill and Nicky 2re
both determined to carry on to the bitter end, hopefully with

Gods Toys. Chris said he would maybe get & job to helvn him get
py but still %eep in there.,

The first part of our interview wrs all vou'lve reass
The second part is a lot more involved «nd not look
on paper. Iasked them an obvious question = M.

GODS TOYS mean ? }

Dill did most of the talking (only 'cos Nick d
til late) and he said how he wes religious znd he th
all were, indeed, Gods Toys. He cleimed all :the besnd are
ous to some degree and this is reflected in s dyrioe
age tours' and "Gods Toys" are two obvious examples., The:
had some stick for these lyrics/views but stay by them. .
told me how after going on a(traditional) stickers in o 'n
Underground session, they saw two men in a heated =rgum=:
whether we were or were not, Gods Toys., . _

Tt is the ideas and feeling and relicion that =zre al.
Gods Toys, not the business side =nd all the techn ns an:
music game. They say they are not a superficial band and I
they are not lying. They are one of the few bands in-{Coventry
that can say that. There are. simply not enough bands anywhers
that can say that. Nick says that the band are still writing
really basic songs and res iy only skirming the surfice of their
potential, They all want a more poverful, epic sound - & "class-
ic feel". Nick is probably true in saying the ‘8C's is the age
of insanity and they are going to reflect this in their rmusic -
an '80's cabaret., They are going away from the lighthearted
stuff like "Let's gyrate" (my personal hate} - will you go with
them ?

To describe their music to the uninitiated is of course
hard - Well you can dance to it and it can be hapoy and it can
be frightening and it looks all bright colours and all dark
colours and the singer dances and looks a bit mad.

Gods Toys were popular in Cov & year ago, then the popul-
arity waned, I think it is coming back for their assault on the
rest of the country. This band deserve to get at least some of
their ambitions realised, :

You don't have to go to church to enjoy Gods Toys.
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This brief article is meant to be an introduction to starting a fanzine, I am
going to be writing an information sheet +to accompany my bit on doing a fanzine for
" Ssmething Else". This will be available after the programme goes out - that's on
Dec. ISth. In the mesntime hereare some ideas..lf anyone does want further info. they']
can get the free info. sheet from the BBG (I don't think I'll have many ) or write,

(enclose S.A.Z. if possible) phone me snd I'll do what I can to help (within reason). |

b inl,notdzubt you'll know why you want to do a fanzine and what you want to put -~
1t r:ioés;'f;} szeA :geb:oq:{:%i ygxéer;t??‘ty;uyiu cag.wrjétedabw:; anything that you want and
; 3 Je I o O now how i 514
eﬁc.,the first thing might be confidence to do one.oweilaifz;gz,ESZ: S&; :S: fazlllgies~
lgeqpl?tt;_help you and you can d? a mag together,that way all the Workload/wosiy iy

‘ zgsn ?11 on you - make sure it doesa't.You'll find out who your friends are. Later

| still you'll put them to the test as you attempt to sell them a mag. The big pr;blem is

of course getting the first issue out because once this is out then you should be well

knaun and cet offers from all over. Well it isn' i ;
; : exr. W isn't quite:as easy. i
stick at it you should get some return. ’ val e LT g,

i You're going to need some materials to make the mas?er copy in.the first place -
| pens,pencils (not biros as they photocopy badly) a typewriter is deslreable. but not
essential,especially if your handwriting looks good. Someone with a camera is going
to come in handy and don't forget paper to the size of your mag e

t the number and size of pages (A4 is the usual size) you will
need to know what the printing is going to cost. This is the b?g thing and vailegog?e
considerably. If you're only getting a small ?moupt of magsoprlnted (say up ok -
then photocopying is your best bet. Photocopying 1tse1f.var1es a.great deal -as bazogt
for prices. The auality is not brilliant with photoc?pylng?eSpe01ally of Pho?os, u :
can be 0K. for larger smounts printed then offse? printed is the norm. This is done a
bigger printers usually. again ask around for prices - Fry the yellow pages. Ideally you
can trytand get your printing done at a discount otherwlse,fo? a smaller print run,which
is a1l a fanzine ever really is, the cost is going to ?e a plt much and.you may never be
able to afford many issues. Some people get part of their 'zine p?otoc0p1ed'for nothing
or done on a spirit duplicator or have a friend who works at a prl?ters. It's a matter
of time so be prepared to accept a loss at first in the hope the right contacts/deals

will come later.,

Before you work ou

Why do you make a loss? Because fanzines are all cheap and nasty little things
aren't they and no one in their right mind would pay more than 20p for that little rag
would they? Thing is ,if it costs 30p to print a few page mag you probably will have
trouble selling it unless you charge the same price or less for,it. There are other costs
to take into account such as transport-and materials but these should be minimal:with a
bit of scrounging. I bought a long-arm stapler for £I0 but you can use a normal stapler
if you staple down the edge. Don't print toe many of the first issue as you don't know how
well it will sell. I got I00 copies of ASno. I done - which was I2 pages photocopied and
cost me £25 (I8 months ago). We sold out so got another IO0 done. )

- IfThi'final stage is selling the magadiney This de
it it's all local music then iry local record shops Wh
‘ z : « Whate it is id
2§tter ?adge§,286 Portobello Rd. London WIO. and Rougﬁ Trade,ZSSrKZ;s;n Zou ;an o
.ndon WIl will take some - they take 50 a piece of AS. gton vt
will take a cut of the money when pricing your mag. sl

pends to some extent on what's in

i \ 5 T'11 be off,I hope I haven't put you off
Well it's nearly the end of the pege so iy 5 E
doing a mag as it's sll much more fun than I've made out. Have a go ; anyone can dv one.

Send me one if you do.




records - demo's,limited editions, etc...
} 2nd he's had more peovle bring in stuff so
# you can pick up some hard -to get hold of stuff
in his shop. He goe# over to Srum every SO :
often too, to get hold of anything he sees of
interest,
At the time of writing singles in Intershop
cost 99p and albums are very cheap,usually
around £4 st lesst a pound chesver than most
shops. If you are saying "ah,but I bought
The Cockney Rejects album for £4 in HV"
remember thst those are discounts on chart
albume and all shops compete in that market-
it is worth it for them as they sell =o many
chert albums, Chris cennot afford to keep
¥ up with 211 that. Lis ides is to have a dis-
‘ — = B 4 count record shop where you den't have to pay
. tA long t;mehago we dld’a? a§t101§ on | too much for a record just because you didn't § |
oventry record shops,well let?s face it puy it within the first 2 days of its.releese.

there's not much you can write on them is Don' :
: ; R i on't go to Intershop for chart albums go to
there? Since that article (in issue 4) Jill . Intersﬁoo O op records you really went. g

0
Koy
0O
Hansons has §hut down and the others seemed I X :
= : n the future Chris would like a shop
to lose thelr‘taste for the hard-to-get -g of his own but of course the costs in the
independant singles (we all know some of the €5 town centre are maybe too much, it the moment
best records are on small labels don't we)f % his shop pays the £40 a week rent st Intershop
?hen late last year a new record shop opened but he says he doesn't take = wage just 1iving
it was more of a stall as part of Intershop off the 0dd disco he does (yes = man of many
trendy market (hands up those who thought ‘G talents) -

Intershop was a freezer centre}). It is run by He . :
: > i : : 4 e alsohas thoughts about 2 record label
Mr, Chris Kingham and his skinhead assistant when he hears something good enough and when

(@)

and it has turned out to be one of the best ‘he has the money resiy. Hopefully he'il ze
recordAshops in Coventry. - B round to that as. soon 2s possible. L
nywsy to get to the point,it was Suge- Finally Chris would like suggestions fo

ested by the manager of The Silence (another
mention - you can put this page in your scrap-
book 1ads) that I write something on this shop
so here you are.
Chris said he originally wanted to set up
a tape bar,selling a1l kinds of tapes to the
masses and asked in Intershop about the possib= __  —
ilities. He was on the dole at the time but had |
about £I300 saved up towards a house so with
that he gought o selection of tapes from TDK
and Sony and a (very) few shop fittings from
someone out of the yellow pages. He had £900
1eft and it was quickly suggested that he
start selling records too. He did. He contacted |
a variety of retailers and ended up with a .
selection of oldies and newies. At first he had
a lot of chart stuff then he got in touch with
Inferno who deal with maialy independant recor:
records. A badge/patch dealer also started
supplying him with stuff and Chris says this
takes up a fair proportion of his sales.
Especially last year with two-tone tribal gear.
Chris gets some records sale or return,or he
swops unsold records for different ones. In
this way he doesn't get stuck with too much ' , e e
surplus. They get in guite a few import albums ‘HIT.S MlSSES and \//NTA&E KECOKDS
whiech often have an extra track to the English ) { E>fartjq :
version and ,suprisingly,are cheaper. have OPQY\eA a hew ( 0'33)
As the indie records sold well Chris has ph 'H\e“" SL\OP n COl/CV\‘f'r‘)l»— y\e;(’{Z

a name for his shop 2s he hasn't really got
one. Take / send your suggestions to him and
he'll take your name and the one chosen will
get a free album. A choice of "Johnny Mathis'
Gpeatest Hits", "Bing Crosby Live" or anything

got in more and more and.dropped nearly all
‘the chart records. It is the best shop in 1o the &lgmdﬁ’%:ahc ~Check |
Coventry for smail label stuff no gquestion. O‘U&., W{/\df}' V\th —chain 5—}1)(65,

More recently Chris has been selling rare

Now, moye f,x page.




THE STICK INSECTS - Puritan Ethic.

. 30 minutes of Phil Clarke and
Alison Walling and various Ambivalents.
My notes,..

"Formuia" - funky disco number complete

. Cassettes, Cassettes, The big new

thing or the small new thing. Yeah of

e course cassette music is an excellent
B idea/sdvance., What is needed though is

some form of quality control - this means
being able toqhea'r {he misic before you with embarrasing whistle, bashes along,

B buy it - this is all that is needed to not really impressed. \ |
cut out the crap merchants who are allowed No reply" - bit Joy Div - excellent
to wallow in this area. (not that they KEyboats,; decg effect. :
don't infest the record industry too). “Gain" - slow song, nice bass, guitar is
Some exposure for cassettes on the radio too like a kids }wangy guitar,
is essential, but plays at discos, and e "Moving walkways" - another Joy Div - but
8 some reviews by the national music press [S= more catchy - more excellent keybogrds =3
B vould g a long way to help - nct just a (== ‘fan we ha}"e you in our band Steve?
| 3 passing 'Garageland' mention. . § "T.V. game" - another slow one - quite
This is'a great ‘new' medium and it | "‘el‘:glc mor; ke{b::drc)ls (silly e
sounds come in a .
would be a plty to see it go under, " Refradtio n/Egyptian" 5 e synth, e
rky sound over keyboards, 1nstrumen;hal
repetitive .
FANTACGINI PLAYGROUND - The Multiple Jesu C30 88 "Videotape" - instrumental, wandering.
E for Hhis + SHK lnseds see Ahhuqte,‘-f—sadq page. " "Disco shaver duette" - & variety of
On this recording F.C. consist of Steve Ml shavers get played over 2 repetitive
Parker (Bron Area),Pete Becker + Martyn Bates [l beat, mind you it could equally well
(Eyeless in Gaza) and Phil Clarke (Stick In- have e hair-dryers, in idea.-
sects and Damn Latin). Distinctive Ambivalent "No reply/2" - instrumental version

graphics, Notes... with silly synth noises,
"Even between two people in love" - moody at- B "That's what you wanted/Outer limits'
mospheric, floating synth + keys., Wailing. Another funky number, mainly instrum-
Rattling, Nice synth tuney Arabien? goes on a m ental, vocals come in at end - not too
long time, bad, flows along nicely, ends with a
®Jesus 1." - more danceable, synth - bit form °1iP from Outer Limits,
B 1ess, like a practise, What can I say? - it's worth a -
o "I'm Hungary" - slowish.- repetitive - more listen., Some ideas that need working on,
vocals, modern gothic sounds, drones, church
synth over - good. :
L] (] o o
The four ch?mbered heart® - instruments drag CRYPTIC CLUES - Half Alive, c30.
along. Noise' odd vocals. Not V., good.. i’-l 00 from'ALolagteve 14 Clarence St,
"To Shannon Smith" - fankier, bouncier, sque- Nur.xeaton Narks Erove,
Iaky, sounds from the yalls. Songs are similar . 1 This g a.demo tape of "basic ideas"
in style - wailing, ‘ ] by Cryptic Clues who'are Simon Lawrence
"All the children are screaming' - distant and Tony Colegrove., They have an open v
-voices, blurred sounds, past history - membership! which means that anyene who %
good for images - nice if there were more has some good ideas is invited to join - c.}
visuals to go with them, them, With the tape you get a small "§f
("Jesus 2," - better version than the 1st leaflet with the track listing, explan=- Y
one, Talking poem? over synth drone and ation about the tape, info on the 2 mem-
odd playing. You can hear the words, bers, a list of previous tapes, what
"Karas Face" - jungle drums, synth tune, - equlpment they used and a contact address.
Icatchy song, vocals good, The tape itself is well recorded despite
B *India shadows and rain" - Someone like Dean | what they tell you on the leaflet and i
Martin sings over synth noises and treated W consists of simple effects, mainly elec- |
voices come over top (reminds me of T. Gri- tronic, that seem to be concentrating on '; §.
stle a bit). ' rhythms rather than melodious music, As - ‘
"Childhood Disco" - Disco! song finishes it is a demo it is quite promising if |
off - not too impressive, bit formlesSs ' they could expand more in the music 14, l
' again. o Other than that it _is enjoyable 1isteging
There are some interesting ideas i The tracks I preferred were "Crystal heart'

| around on this tape. If they could take them § ynich had an insane feeling about it, and :‘
& bit further and make them more solid then R the more wierd electronic "We are your,
that would be excellent. In the meantime try 8 i t.re", You'll have to hurry up and m;y

this tape. it 'cos it will be deleted on Jan 1st'S1,




Formed Jan/Feb 1980 with influences experimental shows are planned for the future,
ranging from the Beatles to the Cockney a1l done on a shoe-string budget, keeping the
Rejects, the band play intense action music § ,riginal punk ideals-alive. The band reckon
and have plenty to say. They want a record § fanzines are THE MUSIC PRESS and an ambition
deal -~ independant or major - they couldn't is to appear in every 'zine going. So far all
give a fuck and at the moment are only into § o305 have been down South LondonﬁEssex/KEnt
releasing singles, The album bands are coming gn3 they even turned down a Marquee slot
back which means shit, shit and more shit - g 1055 they missed a weeks rehearsal, Sam
singles and D.I.Y. cassettes are far more ' writes most of the material + Joe and Rob
important. The lads favour no particular add contributions as well. Some of their
music and are willing to support anyone! " songs - "In my minds eye" (probably the sin-
Their first gig was at the end of May and gle),"That girl's got flowers in her hair",
they're into double figures already with a "We want out"."Streets of today","Day the
lot more to come, Their 1llth gig featured . J . 1g stoppedg.
ainting and tapes on stage and more = )
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Fa ST FORWARD No. I’

25p (5/-) from Patrick Bloomfield,IO3,

Colborne Way,Worcester Park, aurrey,KT4 8NG.

An excellent first issue,good printing and

layout - lots on cassette music an article

on ThHe Civil Servants more,more.

GETTING NOWHERE FAST No. I

I5p from I3,Foxthorn Paddock,Badger Hill,

York. A 20 page AS mag with news from York

record reviews,gigs reviews ,from the same

. ‘'zine called "Bit of Culture".

- ANOTHER PRETTY FACE INFO SHEET No., I

' Not e fanzine but 2 A4 sheets of information
on the band,lyrics,news,images. This is some-
thing more bands could do ~ why wait for other

' people to write about you? It's free from AFF,

first flat,I5,Cadzow Place,ibbey Hill,Edinburgh

I SMART VERBAL No, 4

) Here's a load of new fanzines I've got
. hold of since giving you that big list

" last issue. Room to say a bit about them
N, e e s i L A e

MAKING TIME No. 6 | l

20p froms 34,Cobblers Bridge Rd.,Herne Bay,
Really great value,)2 pages on famous bands
and not so famous bands,some lecal @some
not,cut up collages,lots of fanzine rev-
jews. — No1 st ovt.

TRENDS No, I2 . :

I0p from 7,S0lway Clase,Bolton,BL3 3JR.

I2 pages well printed at Better Badges,
lots of news on local bands,national bands
cassettes,records,some politics.

FLIP SIDE No.I9 /
d 75 cents (about 40p) from P.0. Box 363
Whittier,California 90608. 30 pages of
:Galifornia news,lyrics,records,famous
names,gossip - send for one and find out
#'about the real American culture.

20p from 33,College Rd.,Moseley,Birmingham.
A good mag from Brum which encourages
readers to send in stuff - lots of poems,
pictares and reviews. You canget it in

READY TO RUCK No. 2 The Wedge in Cov.

- 25p feom Joe Knight,22,Brabner Close,Folkes .
Folkestone ,Kent. The new I6 page issue is gRemember when sending for any of these 'zines
recommended to anyone in Coventry as it to include postage or an S.A.E. - about ISp
has Gods Toys and Criminal Class articles 7 g,5,19 be about right. They are all well worth

in it along with gig reviews,more famous = buying. Y
names and lots more. ‘ * '
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Citizens ;

Ciy
SERVANTS

-The Civil Servants were featured in
the first A .S. band index in August '79,
yet they still haven't played a gig. So why
are they in here? Well, they're in here
because & few months ago they released a
C60 tape of their music, It is called "The
noise from beneath the carpet tiles" and
costs only 50p from..4l pdelaide Court,
Bedworth, Warwickshire, Titles are "Global
Warfare" ,"British Summertime","A story",
"Control" ,"Good Friday","Freon","We'll
think of something” ,"The news","Alone
again" and "Alternative Sounds" which is
about this paper and we have reprinted the

daft lyrics for your amusement., :
' Their music is strange and at first
innaccessable, but it does grow on you.
There are synthesisers mixed in with guit--
ars and less usual instruments. The tape
contains mainly instrumentals with odd
snatches of vocals - Cabaret Voltaire,
Throbbing Gristle area of sounds. They
describe it as "avante garde, loose and
free-form" .

The Civil Servants have sold 66 tapes
so far, and best news is the letter they
got from Yamm Farcy - a Frenchman who is
involved running "Sordide Sentimentale",
the people who put out singles by Throb-
bing Gristle and Joy Division, He said...
"The tape gives the impression that we are
running in the dark with our eyes closed

“ and a tape.by another called the "Russian

activities

Their own cassette label "Flat rec-
ords" (so named because their tape was
recorded in Drai Neddy's flat) will be
used to put out some other tapes by other
bands. At the moment they have a tape
planned by & group called "Q.S.L SRO

s "

Royal Family". There will also possibly
be a fanzine of images to go with their
first tape,

That should be enough to keep you
all busy for a while, S

The Civil Servants are a band that
‘are going about things in an unorthodox
way, both in their music and in the way
it is put agfoss. They create interesting
music, Does it make you think? should it?

I hope the Civil Servants want a few
more than 66 people to listen to their
music - perhaps you could, That's all,

Age limits Nationality
Appointment Security
"ALTERNATIVE SOUNDS'

Com mwealfh’:‘ V’?

AMlternative Sounds is our fanzine
It's the best you've ever seen
It comes out once a month

And it's only 20p

Martin is the editor

To send your letters to

He prints them on the third page
And on the second one too

and something or someone unknown is after
2 uS“ 4

~ Yes, quite: he went on to say that
he was interested in putting out a record
of some of their stuff, although he thou-
ght their music needed some more vocals
and that some of the pieces were too long.
He is going to do & collage advertising
their tape in his fanzine "Isolation
Tntellectuale" .

The Civil Servants have been a two

' piece for most of their lifes Drai Neddy
on guitars and synth and hunting horn,
Plague Dog on bass and duck call. This
was who recorded the tape, however since
then they have added a drummer, Eggy, and
a singer, Carol. This will perhaps give
them-a more orthodox sourd, we will have
to wait and see. They will be digging into

And then there's Mark Osborné
With his camera in his hand z
Pen and paper at the ready «
To slag off another band Changes in
Government

Alterpative Sounds is our fanzine organization
It's the best you've ever seen
It comes out once a month .
And it's only 25p Probation and

trial period

_ Liability
to transfer

It has reviews of the local bands

And of the local scene

And it tells you where you saw the bands
In case you don't know where you've been

It comes out in tabloid size
Or sometimes in A4
And with so much in it
Who could ask for more

Retifement

o
e —

Alternative Sounds is our fanzine
One of the best you've ever seen
[ It comes out occasionally

And it costs you 30p

ToP LEET “PLAGUE DOG

their (literally) hundreds of songs to
produce a tape for early next year. They
also like the idea of going on a compil-
ation EP, and plan to gig next year, the
first gig will be a specially invited j
affair though. .

Printed in England for the Civil Service Commission .

TOP RIGHT . CAROL.
MID RIGHT : EGGY

14
BoTToM RIGHT :DRAL'NEDDY, §
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There are a lot of bands in
'Coventry at the moment : but not many
'good ones, The Silence are one of the
good ones, They Comprise,,,

Rob - Bass -ang backing vocajs
| Trev - Drums (and percussion)

i Tony .~ Lead guitar
fFred - Rhythm guitar and voeals
‘Blu -vFriendly advice,

: ed all
Rob, Trev, Tony “ﬁingnd Fred
t school (WeLL 0 ey re
met up a it earlier’ t they are
met up & 7.° & the momen They
tqin85‘ and pprentifsiag covers
. gll 17 19 R AT songs
- gtarted i]_el‘s . Clash, Daﬂt‘: time of
'bﬁ‘Strangfehearsais‘ Byx@as 1ast yeer
at thgiirst g arou own songs =
: . " a few of their 1 People” .

] 1" N orma
wgrap' ,2nd

The Silence played their first
"public" gig at the Zodiac in March?
of this year and this time they play-
ed all their own. songs. They were
Supposed to support the Neon Hearts
that night but the Superstars never
turned up so the Silence ended up

s disap-
house of
. a FﬁCKed Went
playlgguzgn Hearks fans. zhesit of &
e well though P e in issue 19)
fast tun reed 88 they habashing away
well rehearse nts a week audie-
spending 4 MELS " One of the B
B mediately thre Int-
who 1 or with the In
in order to beed
Four weeks pas?
y weren
reé

before he YEL -~ Learks.

in fact the




The band now have 12-15 songs need for this after the irs '
written mainly by Fred and Tzev grglo" the Lanch Poly maj - ?_fcime they played
Rob is chipping in now, and Blu wrote the large stage, T
the lyrics of "Dark room dame", They too big and prefer
say they are always arguing at their nopent. The group a
practises but reckon it's better than
bottling it up. Their set consists of
‘sss'"lots of fast songs and a few slow
er ones”",.,,titles.include "Amnesia",
"Normal people" (which is about the
woman next door who burst into tears
after a week of loud band practises),
"Frustration","No more","Young Russwm::
ian" (what they think it must be like

the smaller v

enues at t}
11 think that e

When they-‘ play

portant to iju
good time, JUmp arou

entertain etc than to stand ;till
?laylng perfectly - leave that to records and-
agree, :

At the moment the Silence are getting
quite popular in Cov and this is shown by the
fact they have had loads of phone ‘calls from
groups wanting to support them.

e
for a young person living in Russial .

; - ,
Some people compare the Silence to of th’eiﬁez{m:il . to mak
) ¢, a] eaj]
Stiff Little Fingers, there may be a  Rbout wegpg, yp 3 52’31‘5”’ they were dixirivjnag £
vague resemblence with Freds rough 1ps becayge legve e

the their
vocals but the band' reject the-comparf back on if the Y Would ha apprentice.

ey stuck Ve ‘Someths t
: so
ison, they say they are trying for an M8 Qualificetyo, 8% that upgyy ) o faly
; ? ' ‘nitely want irst & . 88id he yo Y got
individual style and definitely wa even abpo C€, go ang pla ould leavye

: ad, Sleeping rough Y all oy
to progress all the time. €Y are only 19 5

The Silence count Blu as a mémber of the
band as he does a lot of work for them, doing
posters, arranging gigs, getting badges done
helping at sound checks 4 , ;
that work off their shoulders - Finally, they want to point out all the

: bard work they, and other bands, put into their
music, for very little in return - end they say
that people should realise that and meke an
A effort themselves - at least make an effort to

¥, and the;ayed about 29

' <Y gigs
Thop OF the apatpy (1Ke Playing pu¢ g 211 roung
eJ'fhaVe a lot of péagilg B96rs 15 Coyons thing
to charge ég:l;ir féns - followgfgtoi'their gigs i
Ve caneelleq g 1e as possipye at hey want |
eCau se they Wereg;'ftat the ney Be1§;§; $ ong
friad 8llowed . € venue.
missi ) €. =
i‘o:alon Charge of €. Téfeduce the 80 and geg th |
ng under 18 o3 gs t & Want to away fro ®M - can yoy 4
® ; (e]o] Whichis a weinl the telly?' rag yourse'J_Vst'
. " ‘they p) 1 you can, o

The band have recently recorded a demo -that_is
tape at Woodbine Studios, which was 3 trachcs L
"Suicide" ,"Frustration" and "Young Russian®,

a varied selection of their music, they say it
‘could have been better but was OK for the first
time in the studio. It cost them £68. They want
to do a single and will try to get a company

to put one out first, they won't use those
versions though, they'd went to re-record them.

: The
for them
them, T
show in
off

is essentia]l f‘ ;
0 put on or
haven't ma good stage

oney for ] y
nt. They reali sed t;ghta_
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and what of the Wild Boys. +hat have they been doing recently. Well you

\ "'MHF v sigasi with Cherry Red e=r.ier this year, but Cherry Red decided
t St 2.l their enarries (sand money} into the Dead Kennedys so the #4ild Boys got
‘ eft out. ; S— :

— % a few weeks ago the #ild Boys left their label, bringing with them all their
-rmst& tapes, including the rights to "WJe're only monsters" and "Lorraine" off the
—compilntion L.P. and Cherry Red will be holding on to publishing rights for a year
) yet. 4lthough the Wild Boys had signed their contract, Cherry Red h=d %ept the con-
'trict but never signed it - a sneaky way of never actually signing the group unless
it -sin their great interest to do so. The moral here is that the group should"”
ave 2sked for 2 couy of the completed contract.
R yway, after that set-back, the Aild Boys are going to put out their own
single on their own label - "Ringpiece Records". Their manager, Paul, is putting up
=t‘1e foney f£or the single which will cost nearly +£1,000 in all. It is to be & 2. track

single with » new (improved} version of "ia're only monsters" plus "Last one of the
-boys". . © Distribution will be by Rough Trade and Pinnacle and Cherry‘
Red will help & bit. They hope it will be out by the time you read this.

The #ild Boys have been playing a lot of dates around the country lately,

an? less in Coventry - which is how it's got to be. They tend to leave out some of
=the earlisr songs when they vlay Cov in favour of newer ones 2s we've all heard
th
&

e old ones haven't we, They have had peovnle contact them about gigs and some
they et themselves, In fact since the compilation L.P. came out they have had a
feu people write to them - "fan mail® as Johmnie says, some fanzines etc.
‘_Johnnie said that for o while this year they were at & low ebb, waiting for
Sherry

2ed who weren't doing 2nything, they started neglecting practises and get- s

*ing npissed more at gigs, but now that's all gone =s they are starting afresh,

al

Thev have tcen going for nearly 2 years now and hope that either this single, or =
2 follow up will help them make it bigger, whether it does or not Johnnie is =
h-rny to go on nlaying the same sort of rock 'n roll music they do now, ‘til he -5

Aies at least.

‘_- They are getting in touch
‘ meanwhile they

single,

with some agents to see if they can get anywhere,
xeep gigging regularly and Ilook forwsrd to hearing that overdue




,'TDP ~The Gears.

Aboye - The Allycats

Righ;. -The Wierdos

. pics of 3 L.A. bands
56'\{‘ fo us from Pete
of “Filbsipe™
Above/R ht- Mr Dammers
Plno‘bgmphed at Hhe Lanch
By Pei‘e Chambers.




