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What they will (inevitably) say:

“If Leon were alive today he’d shoot them like partridges” - Socialist Worker
“Lock them up” - Michael Howard

“They’re all neo-nazi state assets trying to gain secret information about us,
their spies are everywhere...everyone’s out to get us...wibble!” - Green

“Oooh It sounds a bit violent and extreme, all this talk about ‘smashing’, can’t
we tickle the state instead?” - Some sad fluffy
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TECHNOLOGY

Within green—oriented struggles whether
with a reformist or a libertarian approach,
one thing is common - a distinct distaste for
technology can be detected. Perhaps this is
to be expected as in modern struggles
whether against environmental destruction,
wageslavery,benefitcuts,intensivefarming
modern animal research based science and
so on it can be seen that the oppression we
arefighting againstinvolves theuseof some,
often much, technology and machinery. At
firstglance thenitmay seem that the problem
is technology itself and, to achieve true
freedom, that technology is the evil which
we must eradicate.

“In machine —based societies the machine
has incorporated the demands of the civil
power or the market and the whole life of
society of all classes and grades must adjust
to its rhythms. time becomes lineal,
secularized, “precious”;itis reduced to an
extensionin time that mustbe filled up and
sacred time disappears. The secretary must
adjustto the speed of herelectric typewriter;
the stenographer to the stenotype machine;
the factory worker to the lie or lathe; the
executive to the schedule of the train or
plane and the practically instantaneous
iransmission of the telephone; the chauffeur
to the superhighways; the reader to the
endless stream of printed matter from high-
speed presses; even the schoolboy to the
precise periodization of his day and to the
watch on his wrist; the person “atleisure” to
the mechanized domestic environment and
ihe flow of efficiently scheduled
euntertainments. The machines seem to run
us crystallizing in their mechanical or
electronic pulses the means of our desires.
The coliapse of time to an extension in
space, calibrated by machines has
bowdlerizedournaturalandhumanrhythms
and helped disassociate us from ourselves.
even now we hardly love the earth or see
with eyes or listen any longer with our ears,
and we scarcely feel our hearts beat before
they break in protest. even now, so faithful
and exact are the machines as servants that
they seem an alien force persuading us at
every tura to fulfil our intentions which we
have built into them and which they
represent—in much the same way that the
perfect body servant routinizes and, finally
trivializes his master.”

“IN SEARCH OF THE PRIMITIVE.”,
Stanley Diamond, Green Anarchist no. 42

Whilst it is undoubtedly true that the
efficiency of capitalisminkeeping us under
control, under surveillance and feedingus a
limited choice of opinions to take and adopt

as “our own” (which stay always within a
strictboundary either slightly leftorright of
centre) throngh TV and newspapers has
beenmade possible by technology, we must
never forget that this technology is a tool
used by our masters. The capiialist system,
from the days when the working class DID
wear flat caps etc. has ensured that
technological advances have only been
possible by the funding of research and
development by the only ones who could
afford it; the ruling class. Thus the final
productis tailored to the demands of ,owned
by and used in the interests of the ruling
class.

Toseethestruggleforliberationasastruggle
against technology and machinery, our
supposed “inanimaterulers" istobediverted
from the real struggle against the people
who use this technology to oppress us in
various ways.

IntheexcerptabovefromStaniey Diamond’s
article the author shows his distinct lack of
understanding of the class system by which
modern capitalistsocietyis constructed. He
fails to understand the key point thatitis a
boss who sits the secretary at “her”
typewriter and forces her to work to the
limits possible;abosswhoforces thefactory
worker to slave away on the lie or lathe; a
boss (head teacher) and the capitalistsystem
of preparation of our children for the labour
market that masquerades as “education”
which forces children into the school
timetable regime. The lathe is a symbol of
oppressiontothefactory workernotbecause
it enables a product to he crafted quicker
than by hand but because itis owned by the
boss who forces the worker to stand at the
machine crafting the same productover and
over again not to enhance the life of that
worker but for the boss to take away at the
endof theday. Wouldalatheinacommunity
workshopavailable for people touse tocraft
something they need still be a tool of
oppression? As to the author’s suggestion
that everyone “of all classes and grades” are
oppressed by machinery (the stuff of the
best science fiction) and his suggestion that
the executive is oppressed by rail and plane
timetables and telephones this is where his
article gets evenmore bizarre. I am sure any
executive would, if they were honest, agree
that the mild inconveniences of scheduled
flights and so on are a small price to pay for
the benefits to them - the mobile phone
allowing harassment of the secretary or for
that matter any part of the workforce 24
hours a day. Or is the author suggesting that
we team up with the ruling class and Arnold
Schwartzneggarina“Terminator”’style war
against the machines?

It is not the inanimate machinery that is
inherenily bad, itis the system which allows
a minority to usc these machines as an
oppressive tool against the majority. There
exists much technology which used in the
right ways could benefit all and I am sure
mostsanepeople wouldnotwishtodispense
with. If .as anarchists, we are tofacilitate the
empowerment of ordinary people torise up
against those who wouldkeepus down, and
take back our lives, asking people to reject
this useful technology is surely a step
backwards leading to us being further
marginalised.

There are most ceriainly problems with
technology. Of these the biggest problem I
would suggest is not the technology itself
butratherthecomplexitiesof modernhigh—
technology which leads to ‘specialisms’ -
that is areas of kmowledge which are
dominated by the few and are beyond the
interest and therefore the understanding of
many - myself included, which leads to
hierarchies by which those without this
understanding have decisions forced upon
them by those possessing this knowledge.
Just how far or' indeed whether we should
favour further technological development
and what exactly is and isn’t useful
technologyisanimportantand validdebate.
Butreactionary, hysterical “machine=bad”
rants and slagging off participants in this
debate who donotfollow the primitivistline
as “you sad technophile” (GA 42) does
nothing to encourage rational debate.

Finally a suggestion to the editors of Green
Anarchist—If you could beg, borrow or
steal some technology in the form of aword
processor with spell —checking facility it
would eliminate many typing errors and
make your tirades a hell of a lot easier to
read!

‘Wanttoknow moreaboutissuescontained
in @fin or anything else that affects our
lives i.e. campaigns, prisoner support,
racism & fascism, animal liberation,
squatting, oppressive laws, dealing with
the police etc? Drop us a line. @fin has
access to a wide range of information and
in the unlikely event that we don’t have
information we can almost certainly put
youin touch with someone who can help. -
Do you know anyone who might like to
recieve copies of @fin? Would youlike to
help distribute it in your area? Or do you
have any suggestions, letters etc? If you
do, please drop us a line at @fin, PO Box
446, Sheffield S1 INY. Please enclose a
donation/SAE to cover printing and
postage costs as this whole project’s being
funded on Income Support! '




schoolteacher or the recent shooting of 16
children in Dunblane to see how the media
cultivates fear and creates hysteria, leaving
fertile ground for further legislation which
inevitably servesnottoprotectbuttooppress.

We have been promised by all the major
political parties in their quest to be the party
of law and order, tougher sentences, more
prisons, more police, evenresearchinto what
part of our genetic make-up creates criminal
behaviour, in various tirades of the “hang
‘em and flog ‘em” variety.

Prisons do absolutel y nothing to reduce anti-
socialcrime Kropotkin’sphrase“‘universities
of crime” has been repeated many times by
radicalsandreformistsalike. Prisonbrutalises
and labels those who go through the system
then spits them out with no prospects.
Inevitably, many end up going round and
round,dole,court,prison,dole,court,prison...
There is no non-authoritarian alternative to
prison. The solution to crime can only be a
radical change in society, which must be
achievedthroughanarchistrevolution. Those
that did offend in the new society could be
dealt with in the commumity, not by a “lynch

mob”” but in ways which would enable the
offender to play a constructive part as a
member of society. Much crime would
disappear. Without private property, many
property-related crimes would not exist and
in a more equal and less aggressive, less
compelitive society violentanti-social crime
would naturaily decrease.

The  capitalist system  emphasises
competition, aggressive individualism and
creates and cultivates irrational, motiveless
incidents. It encourages relationships based
upon power and privilege, and incites hatred
towards any convenient group that can be
portrayedfalsely as the cause of our hardship
so that we turn our frustration and anger onto
others who are in the same boat as ourselves.
Weasworkingclass people and communities
need to work towards sorting out our own
problems, find ways of making our streets
safer (and I don’t mean Neighbourhood
Watch!)andte give practical helpnotonly to
victims of crime but also to the victims of that
greatest crime of all - Government. In other
words, mutval aid and solidarity.

No, crime, by which I mean anti-social acts,

would not disappear overnight. To assume
that it would, is to be unrealistic and foolish.
But in a society where goods are produced
and distributed fairly, where money and all
other forms of capital (including LETS
stones)andit’s associatedinequalities are no
more, where there is no gaping difference in
standards of living, and individualist, selfish
and egotistical tendencies are not cultivated
the way they are today, such crimes would
drastically decrease in frequency given a
little time. No crime may never disappear
completely anditis animportantissue which
merits a great deal of discussion both now
and in the future, but the question one must
ask is could crime in an anarchist society
really be worse thanunder the f undamentally
criminal system of the present?

Adapted,expandeduponandgenerallyripped
off from a leaflet originally published by
I.ondon Anarchist Black Cross, 121 Railton
Road, London SE24 OLR

The Anarchist Black Cross exists to support
class struggle prisoners whilst working for
the abolitionof both prisons and the capitalist
system. Contact Sheffield ABC, PO Box
446. Sheffield S1 INY
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CS GAS

InJanuary, amid mediahysteria aboutknife
attacks and violent crime, it was announced
that a number of police forces around the
couniry are to be armed with CS gas for a
“trial period” - which basically means that
in a few months time the Government and
Association of Chief Police Officers will
approveit’susebyeveryforceinthecountry.

The decision to arm the police with an
incapacitating spray was made a
considerable time ago, the original plan
being to use capsicum (pepper spray). In
October 1994, it was reported that pepper
spray was undergoing police trials. In
California,thisspraycaused 14deathswithin
the first yearof it’s use, and during testing in
Britain, police officers have been injured,
hence the decision to use CS gas instead.
Already this has been criticised after a man

died in police custody this March, but
whatever the outcome of the enquiry,
whethertheygivetheformulaafew “tweaks”
or not, CS gas is now a reality.

Police officers will carry CS gas canisters as
part of their normal kit and, so we are told,
“mainly for self defence” we are being sold
CS gas asanalternative to firearms, tomake
theideaof further tooling up the policemore
easy to swallow. CS gas may or may not be
less dangerous than pepper spray - below is
alist of guidelines on what you should doif
you or anyone else is exposed to it.

*CS gasis potentially fatal to asthmatics. If
you suffer from asthma, always carry your
inhalers with you on demos. If you don’t
need them yourself, youmay be able tohelp
someone else who has an attack.

*If you are gassed, try to run away. You
need to get fresh air as soon as possible.

Once out of danger, stand facing the wind
with your eyes open to clear them of gas.

*Wash your face in cold water if you are in
discomfort.

*(Once home, take a cold bath. Warm or hot
water opens skin pores allowing remaining
CS gas residue to enter and make irritation
worse; cold water closes pores.

*Consider carrying protective measures -
cycle masks with activated charcoal filters
shouldhelpminimisedamagetotheairways.
Youcould use a gas mask although these are
heavy, sweaty, cumbersome and don’t
exactly blend in with the crowd, but could
have uses in certain circumstances such as
in underground tunnels at a protest camp
etc...

[Adapted from an original article by
Proletarian Gob, BM Makhno, London
WCIN 3XX]






