EDITORIAL NOTES

The fourth issue of Gay Left has taken longer in coming
out than the other three issues. This has been as a result of
a conscious decision on the part of the collective to spend
more time on group study, in meetings with other groups
and also in going to talk sessions with groups in different
parts of the country. We also decided that, despite the
problems involved, it was worth spending time in jointly
writing our third collective article. We feel generally that
our growth and development as a group takes priority over
producing the journal at stricft.ly regular intervals.

It is not our aim to help gays to live more easily in the
society in which they find themselves. Nor is it to act as a
pressure group to further the sectional interests of gays,
although we do not necessarily see those activities as in-
appropriate. In the broadest terms we wish to explore the
implications of our identity as gays and its relationship to
the economic and political structures which dominate our
social life. In trying to understand this 1dentity in its his-
torical and cultural contexts we wish to link our situation
with gays elsewhere and with other oppressed groups. We
hope to join with those who wish social life to change so
that ways of relating become more honest, more enriching,

more satistying not just for gays but for all people. Our L e i -

spective remains uncompromisingly marxist in so far as we
see consumerism and commodity dominated social life as
limiting factors in this development.

We are aware of the criticisms on the part of some of
our readers that we are an all male collective and in the last
issue we attempted to answer these criticisms. All of us as
individuals are involved in situations at work, in trade
unions or other political groups where, as gay men, we are
often in a minority of one, and the group that formed the
Gay Left collective arose originally from a need to be free
from the constraints of a straight dominated society to ex-
press ourselves and develop our thinking. In view of our
own experiences and given our commitment to the struggle
against sexism the suggestion that an all male editorial
collective implies a bias in favour of male gays cannot be
taken lightly. We must repeat that we do not claim to be
representative of all or indeed any sections that comprise
the gay left. Nevertheless, we realise that in order to
develop as a forum we must not only be open to contri-
butions from all sections, but actively solicit such contri-
butions and encourage those who are sympathetic to
become involved in the work of the collective.

An important part of this involvement so far has
been the readers’ meetings (elsewhere we say how we want
to develop this next time). At the last readers’ meeting we
had a discussion concerning women and Gay Left which
strongly influenced us. This is a continuing debate as letters
in this issue show. We are open to suggestions as to how we
might extend such forums of discussion.

Contributions to the journal can take the form of
illustrations as well as articles or letters. There is one
proviso. We do not publish articles which are anti-
socialist, anti-feminist or anti-gay. We would be grateful,
also, to those who would be prepared to undertake selling
Gray Left — particularly in areas where there are no other
outlets.

PRICE RISE

This was a difficult decision. We tried to work out ways of
keeping the price of this much larger Gay Left at 30p, but
the position seemed to be this: if the price remained un-
changed we would need to sell every copy printed in order
to get near the projected cost of the next issue. 40p seemed
the realistic price, particularly as we do not carry paid ad-
vertisec b The point needs to be made, too, that every
i sales goes into basic costs and making
mally , a better journal.
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THE COLLECTIVE

This issue was put together by Keith Birch, Gregg
Blachford, Bob Cant, Derek Cohen, Emmanuel Cooper,
Randal Kincaid, Jeffrey Weeks, Nigel Young.

GAY LEFT CONFERENCE

The Gay Left Collective is organising a one day workshop
conference on ‘Socialism and the Gay Movement’. The
conference will be at a venue in central London (to be
announced later) on July 2nd , the Saturday ending Gay
Pride Week. Full details will be,in Gay News, Time Out
.and in the Gay Pride Week Publicity.
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