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  GLF-More aThe Campaign for Homosexual
Enuality started life in 196% es .
the North--Western Committee for
homosexual Law Reform, changinq L '
its name after 1967.
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basis began only in mid-1970, and
now about 2,000 members across
+ _ ' lhe country meet repularly in I ñ L'sô_ .:
more than 25 groups for serious
talks, discussions and a wide
variety of social events.

Each group within CHE is aut-
onomous and sends two chosen
representatives to a National
Council. National policy-making
is undertaken by an Executive
Committee whose members are elec-
ted democratically be CHE members.

Membership of CHE is open to
everyone, homosexual or not, &
costs Ã1.50 per year, which in-
cludes a National Bulletin.

For full information, write to
The Secretary, cue, 28, Kennedy
Street, Manchester 2.

Lunch Magazine is published by
CHE members in London, primarily
to serve the group interests of
CHE at a more personal level. Its
wider aims are to provide a plat-
form for all shades of opinion
within the homophile community of
Great Britain.
"Lunch receives no subsidies or
guarantees from any source what-
soever. It remains an independent
publication with no axe to grind.

The easiest way to get Lunch reg-
ularly is by subscription. Post
paid rates are- 12 months Ã1.55;
6 months 77p.
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s this-issue, and looking at the list
we can be assured that CHE will be-

A I E the near future. -.

OF I S In addition, the youth of CHE
is making its own bid for fame.

H ' ll d ourselves the '

committee which is to make a major
effort in the new year - details of
the members are given elsewhere in

come the force it ought to be 1n

radical students group is to be
avlng ca e . epsormed, the purpose of which is toCampaign for Homosexual Equality,

it seems.ironic that we should have
allowed ourselves an indulgent rein
lapse, in London at least, into a
óSocial Clubó organisation.

Not that one objects to the
provision of social facilities that
have for so long been desperately
needed. But in concentrating our
activities and energies into having
a óGood Timeó many seem to have
forgotten that we are a political
organisation intent on seeing po-
litical change. Many more find 
their campaigning zeal frustrated
by reluctant group committees who 
who remain unaware, or discourage
the proselytizing ambitions shown
by many members, who then find
other organisations in which their
talents are made more welcome

give a co-ordinated voice to those
who have in the past found them-'
selves to some extent an ignored
minority.

All this points to the fact
that CHE is heading for a resur-
gence of activity that augurs well,
not just for 'activists' but for
the whole membership, who will bene-
fit from the sea of new faces and
the additional facilities their pre-
sence and money will provide. A

Not So Much an
Organisation,  

w 11 b bu tling long fo ae ave een s a r
18 months with very few items of
evidence that we are a ócampaign-*
ing' group; possibly this is due
to trying to deal with an enormous
influx of new people, but soon we
will exhaust our present recruiting
sources, membership numbers will
settle on a plateau. CHE's fi-
nances dictate a dynamic expansion
of membership if we are not to be
forced into a position of retreat-
ing from the modest positions we
have already taken up. h

Fortunately this has been rea-
lized by a National Executive that
shows a little more sensitivity to
reality than some others whose ac-
quaintance with the facts is less
than adequate to assess the situ-
ation. The National Executive now
has an image and Action sub-

Life
Laurence Collinson
on the GLF.

_ This is the first of a series of
occasional articles in which, as an
active member of the Campaign for
Homosexual Equality and a staunch
supporter of the Gay Liberation
Front, I shall be acting as a kind
of liaison columnist to bring LUNCH
readers an account of what GLF is
presently doing and thinking, in so
far as any one person can cover such
an extremely large field.

I do this gladly, as there seems,
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from my own reading and experience,
to be a considerable lack of under-
standing, if not downright ignorance
among many CHE members as to what
GLF is and does - ranging from the
gratuitous insult in the first re-
leased draft of PEOPLE NOT PAPER to
many snide and unkindly comments
made at various functions by CHE
members whose knowledge of GLF is
based, at most, on one or two
visits to one of the overcrowded,
often uncomfortable, and usually
noisy weekly ógeneralô meetings.

when one tries to point out the
irrationality of prejudices based on
such tenuous óevidenceô, one is

~|.-.

faced with the same kind of incom-
prehension as that displayed by
many heterosexual 'moralists' to-
wards homosexuals when they are
told that the latter comprise a
fairly wide cross-section of the
population and their thoughts and
feelings - except in regard to
their sexual orientation - are not
so very different from their own.
One expects - but one is frequent-
ly disappointed - that homosexuals,
who must on innumerable occasions A
have suffered because of the
óstraightô world's hostility based
on ignorance and fear, would hesi-
tate to offer blanket condemnation
of a body of people about whom they
know so little. Or could it be
that GLF is to CHE what homosexuals
are to óstraightsô - a reminder
that the values by which people
live are not necessarily to be
found in religion or codes of law
or educational precepts, but must
often be redefined from day to day
in the light of one's continuing
experience. An attachment to
middle-class ethics does give one
a kind of security - until one
looks closely into the way our
western society is run, which is
rarely according to the ethical
principles which that society pos-
tulates. Perhaps GLF makes your
sense of security wobble...?

CHE is an organisation; GLF

is a way of life.
That, at least, is how I see

it. I know that there are nume-
rous dedicated CHE members who
spend every possible moment in at-
tempting to further the aims of
CHE; nevertheless, CHE remains an
organisation to which one can
devote oneself to a greater or
lesser degree without it essential-
ly affecting one's life-style. On
the other hand, to accept any of
GLF's philosophical tenets (and to
accept one implies accepting them
all) means that one has started to
question one's basic assumptions
about life and how it is, or ought
to be, lived; and one's whole life
begins to change in consequence.

At the risk of oversimplifying,
I am rather arbitrarily dividing
GLF's quite complex philosophy into
two fundamental premisesó, One is
that the authoritarian structure of
society is not only unnecessary but
also harmful. The other is that we
are conditioned by society into the
acceptance of gender roles that dis-
tort our personalities, colour our
thoughts and feelings, and make us
the target of much hostility and ag-
gression if we fail or refuse to
conform.

As can be seen, while both these
propositions have relevance for gay
people, neither is specifically
homosexual: each can be applied to
society as a whole.

The first premise:
From infancy on, we are taught

to respect and surrender to author-
ity, whatever form it takes. At
first Authority is our parents and
teachers. They in turn make sure
that we acquiesce with little or no
dissent to later authorities whose
orders may be forced on us but whom
we have been so condotioned to ac-
cept that we do, indeed, take it as
'natural' that the Law, the Church,
the Army, the State, and our rulers
generally possess some sort of di-
vine, unquestionable right and know
much better than we do what is best
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