And the paid staff? There should be
more of them, for they alone are in a
position to give gay rights first priority.
And they should be of a higher calibre
than the willing, energetic but untrained
employees on whom CHE has hitherto
depended. For example, when CHE
chooses an information officer, efforts
should be made to attract someone who
1s a trained journalist or public relations
expert — rather than an unemployed
courier like me!

The initial euphoria of gay liberation
is, demonstrably, over. It is no longer
enough to be gay and out to make a real
contribution to gay rights. There is a
long, hard, professional slog ahead and
the sooner we get started the better.@

CHE FIGHTS BILL

Following the Cambridge National
Council resolution opposing the Criminal
Law Bill, Alison Hennegan (Vice-Chair-
woman), Dermod Quirke (Gay Lobby;
and Nigel Hart (Information Officer
went to see Brynmor John M.P., the
Minister of State at the Home Office.
The discussion lasted three quarters of
an hour and centered around a detailed
memorandum of objections prepared
by CHE.

Contacts have also been made with
L.abour, Conservative and Liberal peers
and M.P.’s. At the time of writing both

Lord Avebury and Robert Kilroy-Silk

In the last four or five years the gay scene has spread
across the country; gay groups and meeting places
exist in towns and cities where none existed before.
Here at GAY NEWS we have tried to play a small part
in helping people to enjoy these new opportunities.

For many hundreds of gay men and women, GAY
NEWS has been their first contact with other gays.
For many others, still isolated in small towns and
villages, GAY NEWS remains their only link with the

gay community.
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Pennies or pounds, every donation helps. Pounds will help us hire |

M.P. have informed CHE that they
intend to move ammendments to the
Bill’s most objectionable features, (from
a gay point of view) which are the

removal of the right of trial by jury for
soliciting offences and the continuation

of the crime of conspiracy to corrupt
public morals — a charge which could be

brought against CHE, FRIEND or Gay
News at any time.

CHE SPREADS |
New CHE groups are being formed at

Barnstable, Barrow-in-Furness, Kendal,

Norwich and Wigan. Anyone interested

in being put in touch with these groups
should contact CHE National Office.

MEDIA CHECKS — & ADVERTISING
GAINS

In response to the banning by BBC
Radio 4 Controller Ian MclIntyre of a
programme on lesbianism, CHE has
written to complain and to demand a
meeting to discuss his policy on pro-
grammes concerned with homosexuality.
A non-committal answer was returned
and CHE has written again, pointing out
that if the Home Secretary and the
Minister of State can find time to see us,
surely the Controller of Radio 4 can too

The Sun has axed an article on the
male homosexual age of consent from a

series by Cathy Come Home author,

iIf Gay News

Jeremy Sandford. CHE immediately
staged a picket of the Sun’s Bouverie
Street office.

However, The Sun has for the first
time accepted a CHE advertisement —
and our switchboard was deluged with
calls for days afterwards. Advertise-
ments have also been placed in The
Daily Mirror, The New Musical Express
and Titbits, with encouraging results.

POLICE & TYNESIDE

Tyneside CHE have become alarmed
at the increase of police entrapment
tactics in the area. Following the
example of Cambridge CHE, they are
making contact with the local police to
try to get them to end entrapment in
return for the use of the group’s influence
in discouraging cottaging.

NATIONAL COUNCIL |
The June National Council of CHE

‘will be held at Preston, Lancashire on

Saturday 18th. All members of CHE are
eligible to attend and it is hoped that as
many groups as possible will attend.

LIBERAL CAMPAIGN

The Liberal Party has begun an
internal education campaign on gay
rights under the direction of Bernard
Greaves, a former E.C. member. Local
CHE groups are being urged to make
contact with local Liberal branches.
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On December 9 1976, MARY WHITEHOQUSE won the first round in her
battle to close GN. A judge gave her permission to prosecute GN editor
Denis Lemon and GAY NEWS itself. She says we committed "Blasphemous
Libel’ when we published a poem by Professor James Kirkup on June 3
1976. On December 20, at a secret High Court hearing, MARY WHITE-

W HOUSE was given leave to skip the normal magistrates proceedings and take
us straight to full trial at the Old Bailey . . .

If you think GAY NEWS has helped you in the past,
can we ask you a big favour in return? Help us fight

MARY WHITEHOUSE’s attempts to close us down.
Help us carry on our work.

As individuals, we at Greyhound Road cannot match
the financial power of MARY WHITEHOUSE and her
backers. We have to turn to you for help. And in the
end it is up to you. You are the ones we produce the
paper for. You are the only ones with the right to de-

cide whether what we’re doing is worthwhile, and
whether we should carry on doing it.

l But even pennies will still encourage us to keep on fighting. If you can help,
'(cheques and POs payable to the GN Fighting Fund) addressed to: Gay News, 1A Normand Gardens, Greyhound |

{ Road, London W14 9SB.

awyers and pay for the expenses of the trial. |
please let us have donations urgently |

' Donation from (Name)
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They’re ourchildrentoo
~ StellaMcTeer



















