
And the paid staff? There should be
more of them, for they alone are in a
position to give gay rights first priority.
And they should be of a higher calibre
than the willing, energetic but untrained
employees on whom CHE has hitherto
depended. For example, when CHE
chooses an information officer, efforts
should be made to attract someone who
is a trained journalist or public relations
expert rather than an unemployed
courier like me!

The initial euphoria of gay liberation
is, demonstrably, over. It is no longer
enough to be gay and out to make a real
contribution to gay rights. There is a
long, hard, professional slog ahead and
the sooner we get started the lô)úlIIZCl'..

CHE FIGHTS BILL
Following the Cambridge National

Council resolution opposing the Criminal
Law Bill, Alison'Hennegan (Vice-Chair-
woman), Dermod Quirke (Gay Lobby)
and Nigel Hart (Information Officer
went to see Brynmor john M.P., the
Minister of State at the Home Office.
The discussion lasted three quarters of.
an hour and centered around a detailed
memorandum of objections prepared
by CHE. '

Contacts have also been made with
Labour, Conservative and Liberal peers
and M.P.'s. At the time of writing both
_Lord Avebury and Robert Kilroy-Silk

In the last four or five years the gay scene has spread
across the country; gay groups and meeting places
exist in towns and cities where none existed before.
Here at GAY NEWS we have triedto play a small part
in helping people to enjoy these new opportunities.
For many hundreds of gay men and women, GAY
NEWS has been their first contact with other gays.
For many others, still isolated in small towns and
villages, GAY NEWS remains their only link with the
gay community.

M.P. have informed CHE_ that they
intend to move lammendments to the
Billôs most objectionable features, (from
a gay point of view) which are the
removal of the right of trial by jury for
soliciting offences and the continuation
of the crime of conspiracy to corrupt
public morals ð a charge which could be
brought against CHE, FRIEND or Gay
News at any time.

CHE SPREADS .
New CHE groups are being form-ed at

Barnstable, Barrow-in-Furness, Kendal,
Norwich and Wigan. Anyone interested
in being put in touch with these groups
should contact CHE National Office.

MEDIA CHECKS - 8c ADVERTISING
GAINS

In response to the banning by BBC
Radio 4 Controller Ian McIntyre of a
programme on lesbianism, CHE has
written to complain and to demand a
meeting to discuss his policy on pro-
grammes concerned with homosexuality.
A non-committal answer was retumed
and CHE has written again, pointing out
that if the Home Secretary and the
Minister of State can find time to see us,
surely the Controller of Radio 4 can too

The Sun has axed an article on the
male homosexual age of consent from a
se_1j.es___bv, Cathy Come Home author,
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Jeremy Sandford. CHE immediately
staged a picket of the Sunôs Bouverie
Street office.

However, The Sun has for the first
time accepted a CHE advertisement
and our switchboard was deluged with
calls for days afterwards. Advertise-
ments have also been placed in The
Daily Mirror, The New Musical Express
and Titbits, with encouraging results.

POLICE & TYNESIDE
Tyneside CHE have become alarmed

óat the increase of police entrapment
tactics in the area. Following the
example of Cambridge CHE, they are
making contact with the local police to
try to get them to end entrapment in
return for the use of the groupôs influence
in discouraging cottaging.

NATIONAL COUNCIL .
The June National Council of CHE

will be held at Preston, Lancashire on
Saturday 18th. All members of CHE are
eligible to attend and it is hoped that as
many groupsas possible will attend.

LIBERAL CAMPAIGN
The Liberal Party has begun an

internal education campaign on gay
rights under the direction of Bernard
Greaves, a former E.C. member. Local
CHE groups are being urged to make
contact with local Liberal branches.
-1- 1-
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On December 9 1976, MAR Y WH1TEHOUSE won the first round in her
battle to close GN. A judge gave her permission to prosecute GN editor
Denis Lemon and GA YNEWS itself She says we committed óBlasphemous
Libelô when we published a poem by Professor James Kirkup on June 3
1 976. On December 20, at a secret High Court hearing, MAR Y WHITE-
HOUSE was given leave to skip the normal magistrates proceedings and take
us straight to full trial at the Old Bailey.

If you think GAY NEWS has helped you in the past,
can we ask you a big favour in return? Help us fight
MARY WHlTEHOUSEôs attempts to close us down.
Help us carry on our work.
As individuals, we at Greyhound Road cannot match
the financial power of MARY WHITEHOUSE and her
backers. We have to turn to you for help. And in the
end it is up to you. You are the ones we produce the
paper for. You are the only ones with the right to de-
cide whether what weôre doing is worthwhile, and
whether we should carry on doing it.

ivjiiliiliimiliiijiriiilililm-114111114?-ijiþýriiiitin

I.-.ðr-_ðó-Q I ti n hel s. Pounds will hel us hire law ers and ay for the expenses of the trial. lPennies or pounds, every dona 0 p P Y P
I But even pennies will still encourage us to keep on fighting. If you can help, please let us have donations urgently I

t l(cheques and P0s payable to the GN Fighting Fund) addressed to: Gay News, IA Normand Gardens, Greyhound |
I Road, London W14 9SB.
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ALL THE SAME?
The advertisement in OUT said ñFor

details about how the Campaign for
Homosexual Equality works and how
you can become a member, please write
to CHE National Officeò. -

So, although I have been a member
for several years, I wrote to headquarters
asking for details about how CHE works
in order to see whether anything had
been done about the insidiously mistaken
and self-oppressive premise upon which
I claim part of the British movement for
homosexual emancipation is based. This
is the notion that we homosexuals are
fundamentally different from hetero-
sexuals because we have feelings that
they do not have. We have gone so far in
CHE, I maintain, as to take this idea
over from our oppressors and to assert
in our own principal propaganda material
the very concept which causes discrim-
ination against us, and sometimes
persecution.

A prompt and pleasant reply to my
request came from National Office
enclosing three leaflets, including
ñEverything You Wanted to Know
about Homosexualityò and ñIntroducing
CHEò. And there it was ð that paradigm
of self-discrimination: ñHomosexuals
are men and women who are emotionally
and physically attracted to others of
their own sexò; and ñ óHomosexualô
means a person who is emotionally and
sexually attracted to others of her or
his own sexò.

In an address given at a requiem for
Tom Driberg MP at Thaxted Parish
Church in September, Dr _]0Sephi Yes, we would like to increase the
Needham said: ñItôs enough to makei numberof pages and produce _an issue
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the an els wee , as the saying is, that8 P
the vast majority of people know so
little of the great discoveries and profound
knowledge that modern psychology,l
since the da s of Si und Freud,

-Y gin .Havelock Ellis and Carl Jung, have!
placed at our disposal. Everyone hasó.
homosexual and heterosexual traits in,
their personality, often conscious, but
all too often repressed into the sub-
consciousò.

Has CHE taken up this royal recipe
for liberation? Has even that ñexpertò
body the Albany Trust in its basic
definitions? No! Instead a significant
part of the homophile movement in
Great Britain continues to cling in
desperation ð like a hypochondriac to
his or her illness ð to the basic tenet of
the corruption theory of the origins of
homosexuality, that most people are
innately exclusively heterosexual.

Bill George
Dordrecht
Holland

MORE PLEASE
I have one complaint about OUT.

There just isnôt enough of it! Surely you
can do better than produce such a thin
magazine which only appears once every
two months? Come on; pull your socks
up and give us value for our subscriptions.

G. Parker
Dartford '

I

Published by the Campaign for Homosexual
Equality, PO Box 427, 33 King Street,
Manchester M60 2EL
O61-228 I985

ÉCHE 1977
Reproduction in whole or part is forbidden
except with permission in writing which will
normally be forthcoming.

ISSN 0308-8332

Contributions are invited in the form of
letters, articles, cartoons and illustrations.
Contributors are asked to type or write on
one side of the paper with double spacing.
The editors reserve the right to shorten
contributions.

Mgñ Hmô CHEô 22 6òñ windmill S"ÁÁ" _ Deadline for the next issue is April 15 1977.London WC]

Illustrations
Tony Reeves 8c Andie

To obtain the next issue of OUT send 20p
(+l0p p8cp) or join CHE and get it free.

I

every month, but there is not enough
money in our budget from CHE to
allow us to do that. As it is we operate
on a shoe string and cannot even afford
the Ã120 needed to add an extra four
pages.

TYMEôS RIGHT l ó$9 , I iiô)
Peter Danning, from his l'et_ter

condemning _]ohn Tyme (OUT *3) has
obviously learnt very well the lesson of
self-oppression. He has learnt his ñproper
placeò -- and what alowly one it is.!

Firstly, the ñprogressò he so passively
accepts is that which many people now
realise is progress towards annihilation
ð the cumulative effects of o_ver-
pollution, over-population, of exhaustion
of energy supplies and raw materials
which threaten to make Earth ul 'nhabit-
able early next century. 7ñ;

Secondly, the technique attributed
to _]ohn_ Tyme -- to shout, to prevent
people being heard, to obstruct freeô
speech, to disrupt and to destroy -- is
that which the developers and their
farcical ñpublic hearingsò are doing
themselves, precisely, but of course,
with ñrespectabilityò.

Yes, I do- know~ john -- I had the
onour o eing is stuent or a year

and a member of the Conservation
Society but am far from biased in
being quite sure that he is not nearly s_o
misguided and pathetic (vileness is
irrelevant and irreverant) as either Mary
Whitehouse or Peter Danning.
ó Peterôs' closing remark confirms my
worst suspicions. If CHE is not going to
accept placidly the large boots of
ñauthorityò, then he can be counted
out. No thought of staying and working
to alter those things with which he
doesnôt agree, or of ignoring them and
giving of himself to others in another
aspect of CHEôs work. No ð he just
accepts, and opts out. And all along
heôs asking CHE to do the same -
accept and opt out. Bye, bye, Peter!

Gerald Mettam
Amsterdam, Bijlmermeer _

4 Ian Randall (a pseudonymn used for per-
sonal reasons) describes how CHE saved
his life.

5 Robert Rowe on the lessons to be learnt
from running a local group. r

6 Stella McTeer on the anguish of being
separated from her daughter.

7 Nigel Hart's book review.
8 Ray Lightbown explodes some medical

myths.
l0_]im Edgell discusses, the gulf between

members and their executive.
ll CHE Executive page.
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NO TURN ON
The contents of your new publication
have so far failed to impress me very
favourably, but I do not condemn it
ð yet.I think however that you urgently
need to produce a more attractive cover,
or front pagc..No. 1 had a very ugly
drawing, doubtless symbolic, but possibly
obscene. No. 2 has nine silly little
childish drawings of people or types,
and a photograph of an old man in a
raincoat, un-named. True, it is a clean
raincoat, but he is not exactly calculated
to turn one on, is he?
I recommend therefore that you organiseó
a_ photographic competition for the
title of ñMr Right 1977ò, or perhaps
ñPrince of CHE 1977ò. In addition to
that of the winner y.ou will acquire
photographs of many dazzlingly beauti-
ful numbersò, providing your successive
front-page illustrations for many issues
to come.

_]. V. Horn
Wembley, Middlesex

Your suggestions are against OUT
editorial policy but, just this once . . . .
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POSTAL POWER
Congratulations to you for publishing,

and to David Hutter for writing, his
lucid article ñWrong Divisionò (OUT 3).
He is deadrright. Gay oppression is a
unique political phenomenon and ulti-
mately independent of other forms of
oppression. I wish his key sentence
were emblazoned in neon lights over
every CHE conference platform and
_tattoed in scarlet upon some frequently
inspected portion of every CHE officialôs
anatomy, public and private. I quote:
ñIn equating the gay struggle with other
radical causes, activists are not merely
diverting energy from our movement,

they are ultimately working positively
against itò. Well said David!

Barrie Kenyon need look no further
for the causes and cures relative to the
present anti-gay public backlash and
the fall off in CHE membership. For if,
after ten years of CHE's ñcampaigningò
the Minister of State can effectively
undermine a CHE delegationôs objections
to the Criminal Law Bill by pointing
out that he receives many more anti-gay
than pro-gay letters, then our pan-
liberationist radicals have indeed disast-
rously diverted attention, energies and
resources away from the vital and
obvious political task of strengthening
the_ position of gays in the society in
which we live now.

Why the hell didnôt national CHE
ever organise a massive, nation-wide,
protest write-in. Pens, paper, envelopes,
stamps laid on at specific local group
meetings, with activist gays despatched
to coax things along. Or is that all too
moderate, middle-class and successfully
non-Marxist to count as political action?

Patrick Wilson
Faversham, Kent

QUINTINôS MAN
Being concerned with childi-enôs

literature I was interested in Rosemary
Stone ôs_ article (OUT 3), and particularly
interested as I wrote one of the novels
she discussed, Quintin ôs Man. But I did
wonder after I had read her article if I
had actually written the book.

Rosemary Stones makes a fundamen-
tal mistake that literary critics should
learn to avoid: thinking that what a
character in a book says reþects the
authorôs own point of view. Thus, it
seems to me to be quite natural that an
18-year-old boy who is heterosexual and
motherless should say ñNice having a
woman to cook for usò even if I (and
Rosemary Stones) think it a sexist
attitude. It certainly isnôt my own
attitude. My boy-friendó does all the
cooking in our house (thank God, as
Iôm quite hopeless) and he also happens
to be a superlatively good cook.

Not only did it seem strange to find
myself labelled as ñsexistò but it seemed
even more peculiar to read that the
weakness of the book is ñthe gay
characters are there for the benefit and
enlightenment of the hetò. This was in
many ways the bookôs intention.
Certainly it is a didactic book: not a
book for gay people, but for teenage
heterosexuals. I want such people to
realise that homosexuals of their own
age are human, loving, vulnerable, etc.
just as they are themselves. After all,
isnôt that what CHE is all about? Showing
the rest of the world that we arenôt
neurotic, disgusting or child predators?
just normal, like everybody else.

Two other points: why should the
depiction of class differences be ñout-
datedò? If Rosemary Stones finds no
class differences in her own experience
of life then she is indeed lucky. Secondly,

it seems quite reasonable that Luke
should wonder if jack is going to make
a pass at him (showers at the squash
courts etc.) but Jack disposes of this
idea with some considerable force. (Well
I thought so).

Finally, I must admit that I feel
Quzntmô.s Man doesn't portray gay men
from their own point of view. Rosemary
Stones is quite right here. It wasnôt my
intention to do so. But the book I am at
present writing ð and it will be published
on a childrenôs list (my publisher has
already made very encouraging noises)
ð Wlll have for its main character a
16-year-old boy who is homosexual, and
who, during the course of the book,
accepts and is happy with being gay,
despite the conflicts this will produce
with parents, friends, and his own
religious (Roman Catholic) beliefs. So,
maybe, soon, Iôll have a novel in print
that is a gay novel for gay teenagers.

The two gay characters in ñQuintinôs
Manò are (more or less) portraits of
myself (Kevin) and my boy-friend, Kim
(jack). Luke is a complete figment of
the imagination, and I donôt like him
very much, either.

David Rees
Exeter, Devon

Familiar Faces,
Hidden Lives

Howard Brown

In Familiar Faces, Hidden Lives,
Dr Brown (the former health
services administrator of New York,
whose courage in being the first
high public official to declare his
homosexuality helped make him
the most respected homosexual
Spokesman in the ~U.S.) writes
unabashedly about his own experi-
ences, but he also draws on the life
stories of the many other homo-
sexuals he has encountered _
friends, lovers, colleagues, students.
Here, for the first time, the real
world of most homosexuals is made
accessible to the heterosexual; and
homosexuals, accustomed to read-
ingó about themselves as outcasts,
activists, or social statistics, will
find strength and dignity in this
frank and compassionate picture
of the gay world.

25.95

HARCOURT BRACE
JOVANOVICH LTD .

24-28 Oval Road, London NW1

3 3










