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When The Going

Baby Doc and Marcos take the money and run; Sudan's
Numeirl 1S shown the door; Korea's Chun and Chile's
Pinochet investigate 'civil rights violations'.
What's the world coming to? Is God becoming a lefty?
Is this the start of the revolution?

"Well, in a word.....No!

What we are seeing is yet another effect of the
deepening crisis of the capitalist system as the
peripheries of the US and Russian empires begin to
collapse and damage limitation becomes the order of

the day. Thus we see in Sudan Nimeiri being sacrificed
in the cause of America's strategic interests -

Sudan being a vital staging post for the US

Strategic Deployment Force. We predicted this
gangster's departure in Bulletin 6., and, sure

enough, faced with a debt of §9 billion, an
infrastructure in ruins, six million people starving
to death and bourgeois factions such as the Ansar
religious sect and the Southern black bourgeoisie
squaring up to each other, off he went. And what
does this 'revolution' bring? A military junta of
old Numeiri cronies who have fed from his hand
during his sixteen year rule and who'll now take
their turn at pushing through the I.M.F.'s
austerity package - though the word 'austerity'
in the dis aster of the Sudan is a disgusting
reminder of the Hell that capitalism has brought
to much of the world today.

Meanwhile next door in Egypt, Mubarak must be
sleeping uneasily in his bed as his country, with $32
billion of debt and rapidly declining revenues from
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Rejoicing_at the Fall

of the Duvg}iers in

Gets Tough....

011, Suez Canal and Egyptians working abroad,

faced $300 million of destroyed property as the
country's riot police took their name somewhat too
literally. Conscripts, largely from poor rural
areas have to serve three year tours ot duty, living
in desert camps and earning about £2.60 a month.
These conscripts, fired by tales of pay cuts and
service extensions, attacked and looted rich areas
of Cairo, burning the luxury hotels and stealing
everything the could lay their hands on. They were
joined by huge crowds of the urban poor who went on
widespread looting and burning sprees and stormed a
local prison holding religious fundamentalist
prisoners.

But it's when we look at the 'Dictators Hall of Fame'
that we really begin to see which way the wind is

blowing.

Haiti, after 29 years of Duvalier rule has got rid -

of Baby Doc; but, true to the pattern set in the
Sudan, the Duvalierists remain in power. And what

they've inherited is the poorest country in the
WESte{n Hemisphere whose only growth industry is
prostitution - male, female and child. Haiti long ago

replaced Cuba as America's main offshore brothel and

iﬁ 1s no surprise that Aids has become a nightmare
ere.

Despite Tonton Macoute terror, civil unrest was

growing over the past few years as the handouts
from big brother declined and the collapse of the

world economy prevented even the most rapacious of
American capitalists moving to Haiti to take
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Haiti - But Namphy

Waits in the Wings.




advantage of the starvation wage levels there.

It was a demonstration calling for lower prices
and taxes in which three children were murdered
by the Macoute that precipitated the crisis that
led to the unlovely Baby being dumped. But the
writing had been on the wall for some time. The
economy, such as it was, had hit rock bottom and
workers were eagerly joining up with slave labour
teams to work in the Dominican Republic for less -
than £30 a year. Deaths from starvation were being
reported nightiy even in the centre of the city
and the popular unrest of the poor was being
augmented by the growing discontent of the urban
bourgeoisie who could no longer be bought off by
the regime as in the days of plenty.

The role of the Catholic Church in all this is
interesting - it had worked hand in hand with
Duvalier senior until récently ( he had destroyed
its political independence in the late 50's by
arresting priests and deporting the primate and
then six years later he came to an agreement with
the Pope which gave him a say in the appointment

of Bishops ) but his star had waned and with his
son in command and faltering the Church moved in to
take control of popular feeling. By the turn of this
year the island's main weekly, the Church-run 'Le
Petit Samedi Soir' was boasting that '"'the church
now is leading the country and has been adopted by
Haitians as the only institution they still
believed in."

But if the unholy alliance of Church and Tontons

was holding the 'peace' then this couldn't be
expected to last long. The US ambassador was,
throughout this time, holding meetimgs with American
researchers throughout the island, seeking an
alternative to Duvalier that would preserve US
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The Poor Go Looting in the Sudan

control. The alternative decided on was General
Namphy, whose Junta took control in February with
an army and bureaucracy paid out of US funds. His
first task was to step in and protect the Tontons
from popular revenge and only a few of these
creatures got their just deserts. America responded

and it certainly knows Namphy and his fellow hoodlums
well enough after years of paying for them.

And Baby Doc? America lost face amongst the inter-
national network of dictators and tyrants when the
Shah was left to pathetically drift around the world
like some latter day Flying Dutchman; the mistake
wWasn't made again. While Haiti's reserves were down
to $20 million, the Duvalier clan are living it up
on the French Riviera with $500 million.

The story was the same in the Phillipines where
Marcos, again using the USAF as his personal
trucking company took off with 22 crates of freshly
minted Phillipine pesos ($1.4 million worth), 278
Crates of jewels, artwork, gold, negotiable assets,
real estate deeds ( including five New York prop-
erties worth $350 million alone). In all this little
turd is reckoned to have $10 billion in foreign
assets - 30% of his country's GDP and 38% of its
international debt. Reagan dismissed criticism of
this piracy by saying:

'"" this wealth is probably his by way of
investment."

The Phillipines pays its president $5,700 a year.
Much else of the Phillipine's story is similar to

Haiti's, massive prostitution, with Filipino girls
and boys being openly offered for sale in the Middle

East and Scandanavian package trips to the Phillipines

for 'wives' vying with the torrent of Japanese
business trips round the brothels of Manilla.

60% of the country's children are malnourished and
when there is work fewer than 25% of the planters
pay the minimum wage of just over £1.00 a day. Near

bankrupt because of the collapse of sugar worldwide,

the Rlanters let more and more of the land stand idle

SO that between 30 and 40% is no longer cultivated.
More and more the bourgeoisie was deserting Marcos
in the wake of the world economic depression

The Catholic church, the largest in Asia sought to
dampen anger while at the same time warning America
that what Bishop Fortich " a social volcano " was

about to erupt. And America listened very closely
to these warnings.

US analyists are claiming that the Pacific will be
More important to US interests than Europe by the
€nd of the century and the Phillipines has a crucial
Tole to play. Hawaii or Guam could take over the role
of the Clark airforce base, but the ship repair
facilities at Subic bay are seen as essential. Cheay
Phillipino skilled labour does most of the repairs

to the 90 ships of the 7th Fleet at a cost of about
one seventh of US Shipyards. The total cost of
leaving the Phillipines is put at over $8 billion for
the move to Guam, Saipan and Tinian in the Marianas -
1slands, plus possible bases in Japan and Korea. Thc
fact that these alternatives are not being seen as
}1ke1y_can be measured by the fact that the Pentagon
is asking for $1.3 billion over the next seven year:
for improvements to Filipino bases including a secon:

by pumping in aid - $22.2 million development
assistance, £2.9 million economic support, $450,000
for military training - while at the same time
calling for quick elections before any left wing
organisation can get off the ground. As Schultz put
it, Haiti needs "a democratically elected government
to fackle the country's very, very serious problems"
- the White House prefers to deal with those 1t knows

runway, backing up a 1984 agreement on the bases
which saw Reagan promise $900 million in aid over
the next five years. The country's strategic
value to the US is strengthened by the fact that
the USSR has increased its influence and presence
in the region by developing the old US bases in
Vietnam especially at Camrad Bay which is, by now,
the biggest Soviet base outside Russia.



A Couple of Jokers

With all this in mind the US was clearly

concerned when its stooge Marcos began to look
threatened. It had done its best to protect him:

the 1981 election, denounced even by those western
states which sent observers, as fraudulent, was

hailed in America as a triumph of democracy. At the
same time the FBI raided the homes and offices of
Filipino opposition figures in American exile, seizing
namesgand addresses which it undoubtedly sent to
Marcos.

But by 1985 the bourgeois opposition was more and
more being pressed to strike at Marcos to divert
the mass waves of popular feeling which threatened
to get out of their control and swell the ranks of
anti- American factions or horror of horrors try
to sweep away the whole rotting edifice altogether.
Faced with a 500% jump in days lost by strikes
between 1983 and 1985 the one million strong Trade
Union Federation (May First Movement) began to stage
token genéral strikes. Squeezed by the sheer volume
of the conspicuous consumption of Marcos and his wife
Imelda (Governor of Manilla, Minister of Human
Settlements and unofficial Foreign Minister who
alone amassed $10 million during her thirty years
of power) and the IMF's austerity demands, discontent
was becoming explosive. The Catholic Church under
the arch conservative Cardinal Sin, fearing that
Marcos was driving the masses into the arms of the
leftists, moved to disassociate themselves from him,
while even the Association of S.E.Asian States (ASEAN)
gressed for a quick change of regime while local
ourgeois support - traditionally strongly pro-
Marcos - turned against him, and, more worring for
the US, began to show anti American feeling.

It was time for a new stooge to be wheeled onstage.
And who better than Cory Aquino. Who could seem to

be further distanced from Marcos among the local
bourgeoisie following her husband's murder. Aquino
Only stood against Marcos after lengthy discussions
With Sin and the US ambassador - and she clearly
umpressed. She is the biggest independent sugar
producer in the Phillipines and her closest advisor
Ongpin, is president of the country's largest mining
corporation. Her running mate Laurel, was an
erswhile staunch Marcos man and fan of the Marcos
Imposed martial law during which thousands were
murdered. Prodded by America who seem to have

been expecting Marcos to die naturally since last
year and had been looking round since then for a
suitable successor, leading figures in the US
controlled military rallied to her side, including
such 'radicals' as Defence Minister Ponce Enrile
and Deputy of the Armed Forces and head of the para-
military constabulary General Ramos. Enrile, who
has himself voiced a strong desire to be president
was, after February's 'election' still ignoring
loud accusations of electoral fraud and proudly
boasting that he had delivered the biggest margin
of victory for Marcos in his home province. As
Defence Minister he was deeply involved in the
imposition of martial law to the extent that he
Provided the excuse for it by claiming a bogus,

as he later admitted, attempt on his life in 1972.
(Martial Law was imposed just as Marcos was ending
his second term in office - and at that time the
Filipino constitution did not allow a third term.)

Up until the eleventh hour Ramos was an equally sta-
staunch Marcos henchman - he is after all his cousin,
but quickly saw the way the wind was blowing. (This
festering little joker announced to the crowd during
the coup that '"'I am now a private in the army of the
people'’)

Just how opportunistic the Aquino gang is can perhaps

Marcos and Ronnie

in Happier Times









