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INTRODUCTION

. With the re-emergence of an anarcho-syndicalist movementin many countries in recent years, the major practical taskfacing anarcho-syndicarist miritants is one of 
'herping to fosterthe development of a workersr movement based on direct

action, solidarity and direct self management of their combat-
ive union organisations.

However, as this movement of resistance to the forcesof Capital and the State grows, it is essential that a clear
vision of the future libertarian communist society and a con_crete path towards its realisation are elaborated. That isthe various' combative organisations of the anarcho-syndicalist
movement must unite around a common program of revolution_
ary social and industrial reconstruction.

Such a thorough investigation of the character of a libertar_
ian social revolution and the practical means needed for its
realisation has been a constant feature of the anarchist work-
er.srmovement right from its beginnings in the federalist
wing of the First lnternational. ln the pages of Anarchistand Revolutionary syndicarist pubrications in ail countriesthe problem of construction, tactics and organisation has
been discussed with increasing clarity over the last 100 years.

The libertarian labor movement made a major advance
toward both organisationar unity and theoretical clarity withthe formation of the lnternational Workers Association (lWA)
in 1922. By the early l930rs the IWA had grown into an oigan_
isation of 5 million members in over 25 countries. amlngthe lWArs most loyal supporters and tireless workers *aithe great exiled Russian anarcho-syndicalist G.p,Maximoff.ln conform ity with the major currents of thought within thelWA, Maximoff drafted the tprogram of Anarcho-syndicalism'
in 1927.

We are republishing it now as it is we believe the most
detailed and concise elaboration of the political and economic
steps needed for the transition to a libertarian communist
society, written in English. Despite the passage of 5O years
and all the major changes in the world since then, we feelit still has a use as an agitational pamphlet.

While in full agreement with the basic principtes used and
the overall framework we of course do have some minor
disagreements with certain of the practical prescriptions offer-
ed in the program. Rather than catalogue them here we hope,
with the widest possible distribution of thistProgramt, to
stimulate an ongoing debate within english speaking anarcho-
syndicalist circles, toward the development of an updated
program of action addressed to the world we now confront.

As we see it this rProgramt of Maximof f of fers a solid
starting point for future work in the whole area.

REBEL WORKER GROUP.
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The Author
f\REGORI PETROVICH MAXIMOFF was born on Novem-\I ber 10, 1893, in the Russian village of Mitushino, province
of Smolensk. After studying for the piiesthood, he realised this
was not his vocation and went to St. Petersburg, where he graduated
a-s an agronomist at the Agricultural Academ! in 1915. I{e joined
the revolutio-nary.mov-ement while a student,-was an active propa-
g_rr-lndist_ and, atter the l9l7 revolution, joined the Red 'Anirv.
Wrren the Bolsheviks used the Army foi police work and f6r
disarming the workers, he refused to obey crders and was sentenced
to death. The solidarity of the steelworkers' union saved his life.

He edited the Anarcho-Syndicalist papers Golos Trouda (Voice
of Labour) and Novy Golos Trouda 

-(New 
Voice of Labour).

Arrested on March 8, 1921, during the Kronstadt revolt, he was
held with other comrades in the Taganka prison, Moscow. Four
months later he went o,n hunger strike for ten and a half days and
ended-. it only when the intervention of European Syndii:alists,
attending a congress of the Red Trade Union International, secured
for him and his comrades the possibility to seek exile abroad.

He went to Berlin, where he edited Rabotchi put (Labour's path),
a paper of thc Russian Syndicalists in exile. Three years later tre
went to Paris, then to the U.S., where he settled in Chicago. There
he edited Golos Truzhenika (Worker's Voice) and later Dieto
T rouda-Probuzhdenie (Labour's Cause-Awakening) until his death
on March 16, 1950.

Maximoff died while yet in the prime of life, as the result of
heart trouble, and was mourned by all who had the good fortune
to know him. He was not only a lucid thinkcr, but a man of
stainless character and broad human understanding. And he was
a whole person, in whom clarity of thought and warmth of feeling
were united in the happiest way. He lived as an Anarchist, noi
because he felt some sort of duty to do so, imposed from outside,
but because he could not do otherwise. for his innermost being
always caused him to act as he fclt and thought.

P rog ram ol Anarcho-Synd,icalism
Introd,uction:
Modern Society in the Light of Annrchisru

Corrtemporary society is a Capitalisf society. Its {oundation
is thc principte ol priuate property. Its main chalacteristic is
prod,uction lor traile. The relationships of this kind of production
are such that the means of production, all goods and their distri-
bution, as well as a large portion of the wages of tte workers,
lrelong t<r an insignificant number- of persor:.s - 5hs capiulist
c/nss. The huge mass of the population corrsists of ouners of
labor pott,<,r onll - physit'al arrrl intellectual labor - rvhich

they sell to the capitalists; these include the proletariat, the poor
peasants and tlrose in mediunr circurnstances, and the small crafts-
nren rvh,r use their labor powel individually, without selling it
directly to thr: capitalists, yet wh<-, depend entirely upon them.

Orving to this mechanisrrr o[ rnodern societ1,, fabulous wealth

is accurnulated at one errd. whilc at the other there is dire poverty.
l'his fact is particulally' cr.idrnt in countries o{ advanced Capital-
isrrr, where the class division of society is rnost sharply distinctive.
"lt is impossihle to dran' a diriding lirre between the property-
owning and the propertl-less t'lasses, since these classes inter-
nrirrgle rvith each othel through innurnerable and undetectable
nuances. Rut in thc physical world, loo, there are no denrarca-
tion lines; neveltheless. thele is a pclfectly clear difierentiation
bctween plants and aninrals. between bcasts and men. Equally
defrnitive is the situation in human stx'iety, despite the interme-

diate links which rnake the transitiol from one political and social
condition to another almost unnoticeable. The distinction between
classes is very r:lear and anyone carr tell tle upper middle-class
{rorn thc lower rniddle-class and the latter from the industrial
proletarians of the cities; just as easily can one difierentiate the
large landowner from the peasant proprietor, working his land
by himself, and the farmer from the simple village laborer" (M.
A. Bakunin). Such an order of modern society is protected by
the lull power ol the State, with its moral cod,e and its religion.

-6-
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In Capitalist society everything is based on buying and selling

-the Marker is the characteristic system for the distribution of
-anufactured goods, For that reason, everything in Capitalist
society becomes a commodity (not only material wealth, bot .l.o
science, ar! and even moral qualities). And the great masses of
thr people (the producers of physical and intellectual goods)
whom hunget induces to work as hired hands - they too are
commoditieg. The special characteristics of these commodities are

-thought, 
will, physical neeils and aspirations to a human erist_

ence.

The capitalist class, protected by the power of the State, owna
all wealth; as a result of this the principles of modern society_
lree labor and oolufiary agreement lor employrnezr-turn their
positive sides toward the capitalist and not the proletarian. These
principles logically presuppose economic equality, and since that
is absent, the stronger side - by taking advantage of free labor
and of voluntary agreement-dictates its conditions to the weaker.
The weak, in turn, caunot afiord to reject them, since rejection
would mean starvation. This circumstance gives Capitalism the
opportunity of appropriating the lion's share of the fruits of
labor, paying the laborers not for the entire product, but only
enough to replenish their expended energy and to maintain thl
continuation of the race. All attempts to limit tle arbitrariness
of Capitalism, all efforts of the workers towards the improvement
of their living standarde, are persecuted by the State with bar-
barian cruelty, which in turn makes it easier for the capitalists
to fight the workers.

The development of science and technology is used least of
all for the good of the unfortunate working masses, and only a
small group of the propertied classes, the class of the exploiters,
reaps its benefits. The incredible progress and power of Capital-
ism are due to the successes of science and technics. continual
improvements in technology make possible the ever greater mech_
anization of productionl mechanization of production leade in
turn, and inevitably, to tle domination of large enterpriea. The
small enterprises are absorbed or become entirely deperndent on

Iarge capital. And this process of proletarianizarion increases the
cadres of Iabor available for hire.

In addition, the continual improvement in mechanization,
rvhich increases production and speeds the distribution of goods,
makes the entrepreneur ever less dependent on live labor forces
and gives him the opportunity, under the protection of the power
of the State, to utilize to a greater extent the work of socially
weak elements, such as women and children. As a result, increased
mechanization is accompanied by a growth in unemployment.
which inevitably makes the hired laborer increasingly dependent
on capital, aggravates the extent of his exploitation and increases
his poverty.

At the present time, due to the progress in technology and the
resultant economy in time and human energy, the possibility
exists of producing many times more goods than are required {or
the satisfaction of the essential needs of all the people. And yet,
thanks to Capitalist organization, millions among the masses
suffer from the insufficiency of industrial products, have no chance
to satisfy even their most elementary needs in food, clothing,
housing and education; millions cannot find suitable work, and
unemployment, instead of being a periodical phenomenon, has
become a permanent one.

Such conditions within the Capitalist countries lead to a
decrease in.the purchasing ability of the large masses of the popu-
Iation, thus hampering the disposal of goods within the country.
Goods which remain undisposed at home are sent to the inter'-
national market, where they must perforce compete with those

of other countries. The result is economic crisis, followed by a

period of depression, bringing bankruptcy to the small enterprises
and a lowering o the living standards for the working people.

Chaos in production and unlimited competition in the market
have led to the organization of powerful monopolistic Capitalist
associations - trusts, cartels and syndicates, which, since the
beginning of the twentieth century, have gained tremendous in-
fluence on the economic and political life in each industrially-
de'r,eloped country. From that time onwards the development of
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Capitalism followed the path of combining industrial and finan-
cial capital. It entered a new phase in its evoluti6p - the phase
ol Imperialism, which is the final stage of Capitalist development.

Capitalism in its present stage has reached the full maturitr-
of Irnperialism, when financial capital has assumed its most conr-
manding positions. Beyond this point, the road o{ Capitalism is
the road of deterioration, a process which will be painfully re-
flected in the lives of the working population. The specific char-
acteristic of Imperialism is, as I have said, the concentration and
centralization of capital in syndicates, trusts and cartels, rvhich
at the present time have a decisive roicc, not ouly in the econonric
and political life of their countries, but also in the life of the
nations o{ the world as a whole.

The intensive export of financial capital to other countries,
the orgar.ization there of industrial enterprises, the great interest
irr the exploitatiou of natural resources and of the hurnal labor
force, are all so closell' linked with the interests of the national
inrperialists that they have actually abandoned the idea of the
"Iatherland" as a mere prejudice, leaving it to those they exploit,
and have themselves become internationalists.

Capital knows no fatherland. In our own days gigantic trusts
have enveloped a number o{ States. All these associations have
one and the same purpose - the domination of the world - and
they find themselves in deadly conflict with each other. Such a
condition of capitalist society brings forth a bitter struggle for
markets. This struggle keeps the countries in a state o{ "armed
peace", periodically turning into war, as it did in 1914-18. This
Lnperialist war resulted in an unequal division of the world
among the victors, and has brought about a new and more intense
rivalry which will inevitabll' lead to a second and even more
terrifying world war at the expense oI the proletariat and the
peasantry. Imperialism is the source of war, and humanity will
sufier frcm wars as long as Capitalism exists.

The growth of Imperialism stabilizes unemployment, on
which it feeds, and increases the oppression of the trusts, which
is sanctified by religion and supported by the state and by law.

This in turn makes the struggle of the proletariat even harder

and more complicated. Yet, because of the growth of class con-

sciousness on the part of the exploited, that struggle becomes

each day more intense. All this renders utterly inevitable the

destruction of the existing forms of society and their exchange

for a more perfect organization.
The greatest attempts in history at such a changeover to new

social forms have been the revolutions of 1917-21 in Central

Europe, and particularly in Russia, all of which were the results

of capitalist development and lmperialist war. Neither the Russ'

ian nor the German Revolutions realized the goals set them by

history; but the Russian Revolution in its downfall revealed the

nature of State socialism and its mechanism, demonsJrating that

there is no great difierence in principle between a State socialist

and a bourgeois society. Both strive for the solution of insoluble

tasks: to harmonize freedom and power, equality and exploita'
tion, prosperity and poverty. It showed that between these so'

cieties, seemingly so irreconcilable and so antagonistic to each

other, there is really only a quantitative, not a qualitative dif'
{erence. And the attempt to solve the social problem by utilizing
the methods inherent in rigid, .logically-consistent porver Commu-

nism, as in the Russian Revolution, demonstrates that even quan'

tity is not ahval's on the side cf authoritarian Communism and

that, on the contrary, when logically pursued to the end, it re'

sembles despotism in many waYs.

The experience of the development of power Communism in
Russia gives us the opportunity to analyze and explain its struc'

ture. The principal economic peculiarity of the Communist State

is production for use (in which products do not hecome com-

modities) on the basis of bureaucratic relationships, rvhere all
means of production, all di'stribution oI goods, all the people's

labor, and the individual himself, belong fully to the State, which

in turn is in the hands of a small class of the bureaucracy- T\e
rest of the population consists of workers, forced to give their

labor energy to the State Trust, and with it to create the power

of this Trust, at the same time increasing the economic standards

- 10- -11-



of the administrative class.
The net of bureaucratic industrial relationships covers the

entire economic liie of society, and forces the rvorking class into
cornplete depcndence on the state, which divides the-population
according to occupations, subordinates them to the rule of the
bureaucracy, compels them to work under the direct control of
officials, and views the human personality only as ,,manpower,,.
The State moves its marlpolyer about as it ."e, fii, considering only
its own interests, and applies military discipline to labor. 1., tt i,
*ray, the communist state tu'ns the working peopre into soulress
cogs in the centralized machine, geared ar.i"g their entire lives
to the rnaximum fulfilment of production quotas, subjected to
the'r'vill of the State, and allorvcd onlr a,ri.inrum o{ activity,
initiative and individual rvirl. su.rr a situation cr.c.tes sociar in-
equality, strengthens the class structure of society, and solidifies
the rule of bureaucracy.

An inevitable result of such a social or.ganization is the
powerful police state, which subordinates ,to iiself every phase
of the citizen's life. By strong centralization of power, th" 

'Co.,r-

rnunist state subjects all its people to complete regimentation,
and watches over them b1, means of organized espionage. This
system destroys the freedorn of movement. association and meet-
ing, of speech and the press, of industrial struggle, of education,
of dwelling and of personal development. It even invades the
n'rost intimate relationships between its citizens

The evolution of such a sociery will lead inevitably to an
intensification of its internal contradictions and, as under capital-
isrl, to class struggle of a more difficurt and cruel kind tharr ever.
before' The Russian experience has demonstrated the impracti-
cability of a social structure of this type. Its builders are iorc"d
to renoui'lce authoritarian con-,nunism in favor either of free
comnrunism, requiring for its rearization the riberation of the
people from police tutorship" or of a capitalism which can retain
this tutorship. The Bolsheviks, to holj their power, chose the
second road-that of State Capitalism.

The Russian Revolution, begun in liberty and the liquidation

oI bourgeois society, made a lull cir'cle, and, in accepting the
aristocratic principle of dictatorship, came back through "'War
Communisrn" to its point o{ origin - Capitali-.m. Holever, Iike the
great French Revolution, it left to the world an idea which Irorn
that time has become the fundarnental aspiration of tle twentieth
cenlrrr), thc goal Ior Rerolulionary movernents among the working
nrasses of all countries, r'aces and peoples.

Only the Anarcho-Syndicirli-"t revolution can lead the prole-
tariat and the uhole of mankind on the road to true freedom,
equalitl' arrd brotherhood. It alone can save humanity lrom wars,
since all States, hou"ever "red" thev rnay be, are Imperialist by
natrrrc. With the bankruptcy of State Conrrnunism in Russia, and
of Social l)euocracy in Germany, rvith the ever growing contra-
dictions within Capitalist society, the struggle oI the working
rlras,ses againsl the existing social order is growing and expanding
thlorrghout tlre ruorld. while at the sarne tirne continuing technical
progress 

- 
resulting in the constant enlargement of industrial

enterprises arrd the socializatiorr rvithin them of the productive
pr'ocesses 

- 
6166[s-s the essential material pre-requisites for the

transfel lrom a Capitalist economy to a more perfect one --- that
of libertarian Conrrrrunism. This transler will make possible ancl

realizable a success{ul social Revolutiorr and such, indeed, is the
fundamental aspiration o{ the International Anarcho-Syndicalist
movernent.

Only the social Revolution is capable o{ destroying private

1-rloperty and its rnainstay, the State; of establishing pul:lic
oivnership and a stateless, federalistic organization of society on
the basis of the free association of productive units in factories
arrd villages. It alone can assure liberty, i.e. the rvell-being and
the iree developnrent of the individual in society, and of society
itself. It alone will stop the division of society into classes and
rvill abolish evely possibility of the exploitation or rule o{ man
by rnarr.

The experience of Russia has shown that an essential condition
for the successful realizatir-rn o{ the revolution is the commwwl.
syndicalist st ructure, based on the principles of Anarchist Corn-

'It
1C
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munisxr. This is the transition period, leading eventually to com-
plete A,narchy and Communism, which must follow the destruction
of the State-Capitalist society. It will permit the proletariat nor
only to suppress counter-revolutionary opposition by the para-
sitic classes, but also to avoid social despotism in a o'dictatorship

ril the proletariat" or in any other forms.
" This transitional phase is characterized by the fact that in it,

as Bakunin said, "the land belongs only to those who work it
rtith their own harrds - i.e. to the agricultulul conrnrunes. Cap-
ital and all means of production belong to the rvorkers, i.e. the
rrorkers' associatiorrs." At the same tinre, "All political organiza-
tion rnust be nothing rnore than the free {ederation of free
.workers, both agricultural and industrial." That is to say, in
politics Conmunalism, the federation o{ free villages; in ec-

ororny syndicalism, {ederation of free {actories and workshops
as an organizational form of Comrnunism. In such a system the
{actories and villages, united among thernselves, will gradually
develop into producer-consumer cornmunes.

'oVillages and plants," said Bakunin, "which will reorganize
in this way from below, will not create - at the very beginning

- an organization that is in all poirrts perfect according to our
idcal. But it will be a living organization, and, as such, a thou-
sand times better than those in existence today. This new organi-
zation, whic{r will always be open to propaganda and which will
not be capable of becoming rigid and inflexible by means of any
juridical sanctions of the State, will progress freely, developing
and perfecting itself not according to some pre.ordained plan,
not aecording to decrees and laws, but always in liberty and
vitality, until it achieves a stage of efficiency which we can hope
to see in our own day."

The working classes are thus confronted with the great goai
of the liberatiorr and renaissance of the world. The task of inter-
national Anarcho-Syndicalism is to help actively in its realization.
To hasten the quickest and rnost just solution to the historic prob-
lem facing the proletariat, the Anarcho-Syndicalists, benefitting
by the experience of the class struggle, of revolutions and parti-

< ularly oI the ereat historir' cxpet'itttcttI in Russia' are rielelopinu

thc concrctc tasks for thc transition period {.the tinre of passage

[r'orr-r Capitalisrn to Anat'r:hist Cotrrrrrunisnr) and givin< it a posi-

Iive contcrrt. 'faking into account the rttain lspirations and trends

,,I tlrt: a!r'. Analcho-srrrdicalisrn t'nlisages the rnain taski of this
'l'rrrtrsilion l)r'rio<l alrttr* thl lirres indir:ated in the follolving chap-

t {'r's.

,I'HE CONSTRUCTIVE PROGRA}I

Section I. The Econorny
CHAPTER I. THE MANUFACTURING INDUSTRY

'l'hc expt'ricrtces o{ the lmperialist wat' and the ttnsuccesslul

t,rlial Iill ,lrrtion in Russia have prt,r'ed that Cap.talist society is

rrot as lilh as harl forrnely been thetxctir:allv a-ostrmed.
'l'lr,' t'rpcrit'rrct' ,rI the Russiarr llt:r'olulion has furthel tlernon-

strirttrl tht' r'r'orrortrit' truth that the sor:ial Revoltttion increases

rlt'rrranrl arrrl rlirnirrishes production; it has also shown that the

corrrrtlv *hir:h liriso* the banner of lt:r'oltttion rvill inevitablv {ind

ils,'lI Ilce<l hr ,rtt uggrcssivt'lt-interttioned hourgeois encirclenrtlrt.
'l'h,' , ilt'rrrrrtuttct's describctl alrovr: rcsult in shortage and

htrrrgt'r. IIor.r' it is t'ssential to pl'cpal'e in atlvance the practical
rllcasut'('s ultich,att l)r'('\oltt or cortsitlct'ably diminish such un-

[rrltrrrrate ( ()nsequen('r]s. Thest, rlleasures al'e corlcerrted rvith horv,

lrr l'lrorn arrrl otr rvhitt plint:iples production and lhe Pt'otectinrl
,,l tlre Rerolutit,rtt ure to he orgitrrized.

'l'hc. e.tperittt,,,r: ttl the llussiaa lie,aolutiott has delinitely ern-

lrhasized the rlarrgerous antl hartn{ul chat'at:tcr of thc t'ompuls.'ry

lrrirrliprle itr prodtrction; the Analcho-Slrrdicalists sharply reject

corrrpulsoly industrial rrobilization. labor battalions! or any other

sirnilal rrrtdertakings. Thc main pritrciple of syndicalized pro-

tlrrctiorr i: thc treedonr. ol lahor, i.e. everybody's right to choose

frccly tlre type of at'tivity rnost attractive to hirn, and the right
to change freely from one tyPe of rvork to another- The nelv

solietr'. r'esultirr;:- from the social Revolution, will {rom the fir"t

-t4- - 15-



rlal' .1{ its exisr.ence seek ways and means to assure the integration
of labor, so that monotony may not cripple rnan both spiritualll.
and ph1'sically. In Capinlist society one sees a complete separa-
tion betrveen industrial and agricultural labor, while our Syndi-

''aiist society will stead{astly endeavor to bring about ever clos.r.
r o-ordination of industry and agriculture and will seek rneans by
rvhir,h to allorv rvorkt:r.,. to alternate and cornbine ir,,rk in the
{actory and on the land.

The experience ol tlte organizatiort ol ind.ustry in Russia has
shou'n that the principle of centralization in production leads to
lrureaucratization o{ the entile industrial apparatus, to the emer-
gence o{ an official class, to the removal of the produccrs from
the adn.rinistration of the social economy, to the strangling oi
indept:ndent activity on the part o{ the workers, and to economic
rrrisis. L vierv of .his exper.ience, the Anarcho-syndicalists will
con$truct the process of production on the basis of technical
concentration and administrative decentralization.

Iu this way the Russian Revolution has giverr us the oppor-
tunity to avoid its own errors and to solve the problems of the
olganization oI production in harruony with the interests of the
'rr'orking nras-qes. Its experience pro\,es, as Kropotkin said, that:
"No State is capable of organizing production as long as the
uoikers do ntit take it in hand through the medium of their Trade
Urrions," But to corrvince the n.or.king masses of the need to in-
crease the production of consumers' goods, to induce them to
direct their efiorts and energies from the very beginning towards
this goal, it is essential that "all public consideration of the
national econolny, which frorn old habit is norv left to a flock of
ali kinds o{ ninist.ers and committees, should be presented in
simple form to every {iomrnunity, village and city, to every fac-
tory and plant, as their orvn personal afiair, and should bc le{t
Ior the workers to adrninister themselves" in the interests of the
t'ntire working population.

On the basis of the abor.e considerations, Anarcho-syndicalists
helieve it essential to instil into the consciousness of the working
rnasses as a whole the need for "the organization of productiorr

according to the principles of socialization and decentralization,

on the basis of social labor control over the socialized means oI
production. AII this will be possible only with the substitution

of a Syndicalist organization for the present industrial Btructure'

i.e. the synilicalization of production, involving its transfer into

the hands of the workers in the Trade Unions, united on straight
industrial lines and conceding {ull autonomy to each link of the

organizational chain while transforming them gradually into pro'
ducer-consumer communes."

In accordance with Revolutionary experience in Russia, the

organizational apparatus of syndicalized production must rely on

the simplest forms of association, which are intimate and intel'
ligible to the workers; associations rooted in the Revolution and
ready to leave production to the direct administration of the
workers themselves, e.g. factory-management committees charged

with organizing the workers' control o{, plants in each locality.
In the interests of the successful realization of Communism in

industry, artd of the smooth functioning and efficiency of each

production process, as well as to prevent the chance of seizure of
individual enterprises for the exclusive private use of those who
work there, a system of unification t'ill have to be established.

This unification, without destroying the freedom of individual
sections, will provide the necessary technieal, statistical and ad-

ministrative links to join all industries and production into one
organic whole. (Kropotkin, page 23).

This system has the following categories:

a. The Self-Administered Factory - producers' comrnune.

b. The Prod,ucrton Associa.tioiras of factory coulmunes.

c. The Union ol Proiluctiae Associations.
d. The Genzral Congress ol Labor (Council of People's Eco-

nomy and Culture).
Production, organized along these lines, will be administered

on the principles of committee direetion, of broad public control
through the general utilization of the principle of the right to
recall delegates. As to internal order, the principle of self-disci-
pline will remove the need for all manner o{ disciplinary institu-
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tions.
As the experience of Russia has shown, the task ol increasing

productiaity and the scientific organization of production will
demand, as long as the working masses lack scientific and tech-
nical knowledge, a broadminded and comprehensive utilization of
the technical intelligentsia who will remain as a legacy of the
Capitalist structure. Even though the majority of this intelligent-
sia is immersed in bourgeois tendencies, the interests of the Revo-
lution nevertheless demand that their rights should in no way be
limited: equality for all is necessary from the first day of the
social upheaval.

Since there is no possibility oI immediately establishing full
Communism in consumption on the principle: "to each according
to his needs," a number of practical steps will be necessary to
lead to its realization.

The first of these is the establishment of the principle: ',equal
shares for all." Equal sharing, in accordance with increasing
produciion in Syndicalist industry must, little by little, become
the normal rule, and gradually facilitate the approach to realizing
the axiom: to each according to his needs.

The criterion of the equal share must be the minimum neces-
sary for subsistence, with supplementary allowances for depend-
ents. The size of the ration will grow with the increase in wealth
of the national commune. As for handicraft, home industries and
small scale industry, the Anarcho-Syndicalists, rejecting the idea
of their compulsory integration into large-scale production, will
implement the principle of co-operation, granting them full op-
portunity and freedom of initiative. The Anarcho-Syndicalists
strive only for the association of the scattered efiorts of individual
craftsmen and small ent6rprises through free cooperatives adapted
to their needs, so that they may utilize all the advantages of
scienee and technology.

CHAPTER II. THE BASIC INDUSTRIES

I. AGRICULTARE
Agriculture is the most important branch of the basic indus-

tries, not oply owing to the enormous number of people engaged

in it in all countries, but also owing to the role it plays in the

life of a nation.
The fate of Communisur depends to a great extent on agri-

Julture. At the same time, agriculture is the most difficult field

for communization. Here the positive aspect of Capitalism, which

consists in the mechanization of produetion and the socialization

of labor, is insignificant' For that reason agriculture, in the

technical and organizational sense, is the most retarded branch

of production. Tens of millions of agricultural units present an

unorganired, individualistic, small-ownership element whigh,

.p".t fro* its technological backwardness, is an obstacle in the

path of Communism which will be difficult to surmount' This

iact is tremendously irnportant, since the forms of land, outnership

and the technique of Iand cultiuation are an indication of the

extent and the character of the social reorganization that is pos-

sible in a given time.
Capitalism, by uniting individual producers in one enterprise,

.ocializes labor and in this way prepares the ground for the

socialization of ownership which inevitably leads to a commu'

nization of production. It creates a prototyPe of the Communist

form of orlanizing labor and ownership - the factory as the

free producer-consumer commune of the future. In manufacturing

u.rd l, some branches of the primary industries, capitalism has

thus already prepared the ground for Communism and the syn-

dicalization of irrilo.t.y by the expropriation of capitalists and

the state - today the imperative and the only feasible solution

to the workingman,s problem. socialized labor facilitates this

transition to communist ownership by way of syndicalization.

The story is far difierent in agriculture' Here the socializing

force of .upit"li.* is insignificant; the small-scale peasant Iarm

is the predominant type of agricultural organization, in which

individual ownership and individualized labor are inevitable com-

ponents. This important fact renders the process of transition of

agriculture to communism the opposite to that of industry'

In industry collective labor leads inevitably, through expro'
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priatiou to collective ownership. In agricurture, co[ective owner-
ship will lead to collective labor.

Collective ownership in agriculture does not, however, by
itself imply collective labor which, in the primitio" -*ug"*"rrt
conditions of an agriculturar economy baset on tens of Jlrion,
oJ scattered peasant farms, could not to any considerable extent
change the conditions necessary for successful production. Col-
Iective omership will lead to colrective labor onry through a
conversion from extensive to intensive agriculture, and " ,rr"h.
anization of tarming, replacing the primitive metlods of cultiva-
tion by those which, by their nature, demand the unification of
the wc'rking efiorts of several members of an agricurturar com-
mune. But, since communal habits cannot be aliered by decree,
and since their transformation depends on the gradual'uggr"g"-
tion of insignificant changes, the socialization o{ tufo.-*hich
would complete the communisation of agriculture will take a
considerable period.

The socialization of agriculture, then, consists of two elements:
1. Socialization of the original means of production, i.e. the

land.
2. Socialization of labor.
The socialization of the land is a revolutionary and compul-

sory act whose success depends on forcel the socialization of
labor is a_process, reguiring Ior its development specific circum.
stances which do not as yet exist and which *rri b" created in
conditions of collectivism in land ownership.

The communization oI agriculture, in other words, has two
aspecrs whose emergence does not coincide entirely in terms of
time. Hence the Anarcho-Syndicalist program for the commu-
nization of agriculture lalls into two s€ctions: socialization of
land and socialization oI labor.

(a) Soci.alization ol Land,.
1. Complete abolition of ownership in laud _ individual,

group, co-operative, communal, municipal or State. The land is
public property.

2. The fact of socialization will withdraw land from the

commodity market; no-one will have the right to buy, sell or rent
Iand or to draw unearned income from it. Everyone will have to
work it by personal or co.operative efiort.

3. Everyone will have an equal right to an equal area of
land and to apply his labor freely to it.

4. The general form of land utilization, and the area to be

available for each person's use, will be determined by a National
Congress of the Association of Peasant Communes which will
form part of the general Confederation of Labor.

5. As in the various branches of industry which will be under
the management of the Trade Unions concerned, the land, land
management, resettlement and all agricultural matters must be
in the hands of the Association of Peasant Communes.

(b) Socializatian ol Labor
l. The socialization oI land is an essential precondition lor

the socialization of labor which would complete the process oI
communization of agriculture. Only where labor and ownership
are both socialized, does the product of labor also become social.
ized, i.e. full communism becomes a reality.

2. The society that emerges from the Revolution, after it has
socialized the manufacturing and in part the basic industries, must
seek the methods which will place the agricultural population on
an equal, or almost equal, footing with the urban population,
since an absence oI equilibrium favoring the latter might result
in a spontaneous flow of the agricultural population into the
cities, which in turn would result in great economic difrcultiee
and the disorganization of the production apparatus.

3. Full harmony of the agricultural regime with the regime
of socialized industry is possible only with communism in agri-
culture. Therefore the organization oI farming comynunes must
be on the agenda from the first days of the Revolution.

Proceeding to the organization of communism in agriculture,
Anarcho-Syndicalists see progress neither in the destruction of
the small peasant farms nor in the establishment oI mammoth
economic units, and they consider compulsory general labor
service a reactionary phenomenon, Instead, they aim at the co-
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ordiuation of the Iabor efiorts of small units on a voluntary basis,
compatible with the freedom o{ both the individual and the col-
lectives.

The economic forms of these units would be: (a) co-operatiae,
as most accessible to the consciousness and level of development
of the majority of the agricultural population, which in general
will be unable to relinquish economic individualism, or \b) com-
rnunistic, in the form of free agricultural communes which will
form part of the entire communistic economy in the same manner
and on the same conditions as do the factories.

4. In the interests of efficient production the agricultural
communes must not be too large. A normal-sized example would
be an association of ten peasant {arnrs of average productive
eapacity, not including the households, which should remain'
separate. Depending on varying local conditions the agricultural
cornmunes might, and would, consist also of unified settlements,
not broken up into farms, as well as of co-operatives.

5. In this manner agriculture in the Transition Period would
Le run by three fundamental types o{ econornic organization:
la) individual, (b) co-operative, and (c) communistic. The pre-
dorninant type during the first period would doubtless be the indi-
r"idual unit.

6. To make certain that the individual forms of agriculturel
economy are removed speedily and successfully, thus transform-
ing the eritire country into one producer-consumer commune,
rnethods must be sought which by their nature would propel the
irrdividualistic elernents logically and inevitably on to the path
of eommunism and thus remove the corrupting influences of the
individualistic system of agriculture on the socialized economy.
These methods should not only lessen the discord between two
r'ontrasting economic systems, but also establish the harmony es-

st-"ntial to the normal development of the process of socializing
labor and agriculture. The objective conditions dictate two types
r,f rnethod: (A) a system of offensive measures and (B) a system
r,f defensive measures.

I L) System ol offensioe trteasu,res2 i.e. measures of direct

action towards ha-stening the socialization of labor in agriculture,
consisting of:

I. Socialization without exception of all agricultural units
in which labor is already socialized by the process of production
itsel{, owing to mechanization. The inclusion of these units in
the general system of communistic economy on the same condi-
tions as the Iactories.

II. Socialization of all enterprises engaged in the processing

of agricultural products and their inclusion in the system of com-

munistic economy on the same conditions as other processing

industries.
III. Socialization and co-operation in those branches of ag-

riculture which are closely hound r,vith processing industries, suc.h

as sugar, textile, rvine, tobacco, etc. and the incorporation of the

agricultural communes concerned into the general system of the

cornmunistic economy,
IV. Socialization of large-scale flour mills and creameries-

with their inclusion into the general system of the communistic
economy, and the establishment of co-operatives among small
flour mills and creameries.

V. Organization of associations for the common crrltivation
of land.

VI. Establishment of new agricultural settlernents on the

basis of full communism, rvith their inclusion into the general

system of the communistic economy, as well as the organization
of new settlements on the basis of associations for the cornlron
r:rrltivation o{ the land-

VII. Indusrrialization of agriculture, i.e. unification of agri-

culture with industry, by means of the erection in appropriate
agricultural areas of industrial enterprises processing agricultural
products - i.e. textiles, sugar, fruit nnd vegetable canning, to-

bacco. beer, wine and spirits, starch and molasses, rope and

lwine, etc. The establishment of composite agro-inilustrial units,
rvith the industrial enterprise in the center, which, by virtue ol
their organization of labor and the connection of the industrial
enterprise with the suppliers of raw materials, will be of the

,, ,a



following types:
a. Communistic industrial enterprises of the usual kind co-

operating with the surrounding individualistic agricultural units
on the basis of commercial book-keeping, like the Russian cream-
,:ry producer co-operatives.

b. Composite agro-industrial units - as a link in the general
communistic economir: chain - which will work seasonally and
whose industrial wor.kers rvill take part in agriculture during the
periods of most intensive field labor and whose farm workers
will work in industry during the periods of inactivity on the land.

c. Composite units working continuously, where the fields
surrounding the enterprise, together with the enterprise itself, are
united and labor is organized in such a way that eath member,
takirrg his turn, works definite hours daily in the field and in the
{actory.

(8.) System ol Delensiue Meusules, i.e. nreasures o{ integrating
the millicns of individualistic units and their reciprocal activities
with the communistic economy of the country, consisting primarily
of the comprehensive permeation of the system of individualistic
units by various types of co-operatives - credit co-operatives,
producers' and subsidiarr lo-opelalircs.

The system of defensive measures will belong to the Transi-
tion Period and all institutions established in connection therewith
will afterwards gradually disappear or will be converted into
institutions of the free producer-consumer communes. Hence the
ec-operatives of the Transition Period cannot be copies of those
developing within the limits of the capitalist structure. The in-
terests of the transition to communism demand internal organi-
zational unity, and the fulfilment of complex functions by local
collectivities which will be united in their diversity through the
process of federalization.

The tasks of the peasant co-operatives in the Transition Period
rvill be to provide the sole liaison between the communistic ec-
onomy of the country in general and the individualistic agricul-
tural units which it surrounds, tc organize for these two divergent
economic systems the true and natural financial exchange process.

and to convert themselves gradually into the distributing agencies

of a unified labor commune.

The basic collective unit of the co-operatives rvill be the agricul-

tural oillage association, combining the local functions of distri'
bution, buying-and-selling, processing, subsidiary production'

siud farms, machine-renting stations, housebuilding anil radio'

electric associations. Unions of village associations, covering the

entire country and headed by the High Council of village associ'

ations, will enter into close contact with the organs of the com'

munistic economy, and will represent the organizational system

of individualistic agriculture, based on the concept of {ull inde'
pendence for the population itself.

The Agricultural Banks for credit in cash and goods, organ-

ized by the communistic economy, will have many departments,

and will deal with the agricultural associations on functional
lines. Apart from their eredit and loan activities, these Banks

will conduct all operations of exchange, both within the country
and abroad.

Since the village associations will emerge within the basic

irssociations which apportion the land, i.e. the Peasant Comm,uncs,

the two must become unified organs autonomously {ulfilling their
specific functions.

CATTLE RAISING

Like cultivation, cattle raising is of great importance in the

life of each country and of the world at large, and society, when

it emerges from tle Revolution, must assure not only the inte.
gration of this branch of agriculture into the general structure

of the new national economy, but must also find the most rational
methods by which to attract into its orbit those cattle raising
nomads who live a migratory life and to accustom them gradually
to cultural co-operation rvith the rest of the people.

Since cattle raising is inevitably linked to farming, commu-

nization must be accomplished firstly in eattle raising farms of
a purely commercial character, e.g. stud farms, dairy farms,
chicken farms. The peasants' livestock, however, cannot be social-
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ized before the transformation of the entire economy on a com-
rnunistic basis; it will be socialized with the socialization of ag-
riculture.

Thus, until the full socialization of agriculture, and in order
to speed its accomplishment, it will be necessary to consider
seriously the systematization of peasant livestock breeding and the
improvement in breeds of livestock. Co-operatives and industries
engaged in the processing of Iivestock products are powerful
means to that end.

The industrialization of cattle breeding must develop in full
harmony with the general industrialization of agriculturg and on
the sarne principles. The socialization of industrial enterprises
engaged in the processing of livestock products, their integration
into the general communistic syEtem, and the transfer of slaughter
houses, meat-packing plants and of all enterprises engaged in
such processing from the cities into ranching areas or the erection
there of new plants, will speed the growth of socialization.

W'ith regard to the tribes of nomadic cattle raisers there can,
of course, be no thought of introducing communism among them
until they settle down and their cultural standards are raised, if
only to the level of present-day Russian peasants. The most
powerful influenco in this respect will be the fact that they will
find themselves in a higher cultural environment. The organiza-
tion of their education, the foundation of agronomic enterprises,
and the gradual increase in the use of co-operatives in the sale
of cattle and the purchase oI essential products oI urban industry,
will all help in the process. The Agricuitural Bank will have to
institute cash and goods exchange and credit facilities for them,
and it will thus become a powerful faetor in transforming the
entire economic and intellectual standards of the migratory cattle
raisers. Improvement in transportation and the development of
communistic enterprises for the processing of cattle products in
tle provinces adjacent to migratory camps, or even in the camps
themselves, will have a vast efiect on them in a communistic di-
rection.

I/EGET ABLE GROW ING AND HORTICU LTURE

Since vegetable plots and gardens are inseparable parts of

agriculture, only the commercial gardens will be subject to im-

mediate socialization. The socialized undertakings must be indus'

trialized at once, i.e. they must be organized according to a system

of composite agro-industrial settlements - with an industrial unit
in the center (for jams, syrups and other products) - whose

labor will be fully integrated.

II, FORESTRY.

The forests are a natural resource, which, like the land,

became private property only through the use of naked force.

They must therefore be returned to universal usage, i'e. become

the property of society as a whole.
The plundering management of the timber economy by capit'

alism has resulted in the destruction of forests in many countries.

But the conservation of lorests e\rerywhere is of great importance

both lor climate and for soil. Forests provide not only building
and heating materials, not only raw materials for many manu'

facturing industries, not only the areas where beasts and birds
multiply, but also a factor which determines the navigability o{

rivers and the moisture of the soil - in its turn vital to agricul-
ture. Hence, for the sake of the common good and the preserva'

tion o{ timber resources, the forests must be socialized, i.e. all
rights to private, State or any other ownership must be abolished.

By socialization, the forests will cease to be a commercial com'

modity: no-one will have the right to sell, buy, give or rent either

them or their produets, or to draw an unearned income from
them.

Small woodlands, located in agricultural districts, which

cannot be exploited in the interests of socialized industry, will
everywhere be transferred to the management of peasant associ'

ations, for use as fuel and building material, and to satisfy other

needs of the individualistic agricultural units. All other wood-

lands will be included in the general system oI the communistic

economy be means of syndicalization, i.e. they will be transferred
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to and managed by the association of lumbermen and of workers
in the industries processing timber products.

Shortages of timber in agricultural units will be met at cost
price out of socialized forest resources through the peasant co-

operatives and the Bank of cash-and-goods credit.
The socialization of {orestry will result in the socialization of

all timber industries and all plants engaged in the processing of
timber products. Those home industries which are connected in
one way or another with the use of timber will be organized into
co-operatives and brought into the closest contact with commu-
nized forestry. The tirnber economy will be united with industry
by means oI the integrated organization of labor, and, where pos-
sible, with agriculture by means of the transfer and erection of
suitable enterprises in farming areas, and the utilization o{ land
cleared of forest for cultivation and cattle raising.

III. FISHERY AND HANTING

A. Fishery.
The socialization of water resources. Socialization of fishing

trades and plants, and their integration into the general system
of the communistic economy.

Organization into co-operatives of small fishery trades, smoke-
houses and pickling plants.

The systematic organization of fishing and the installation of
fish preserves.

B. Hunting.
The inclusion of the hunting trade into the system of com-

posite communistic forestry units. Organization of co-operatives

in the peasant hunting trade. Organization of purehase and ex-

change divisions by the Bank of Cash and Goods Credit in dis-
tricts populated by hunting tribes. Elaboration of methods for
the co-operative unification of the individual efforts of the hunting
tribes and the raising of their cultural level. Systematic organi-
zation of hunting and the establishment of forest preserves.

The management of the fishing and hunting trades will be

entrusted to the associations and scientific societies concerned.

IT/. MINING INDUSTRY

Those branches of industry which are connected with the ex-

traction of mineral resources, like the manufacturing industries,

have been subjected to a capitalist development which has created

favorable conditions for socialization, and their importance in

the general econornic system is indeed so great that their social-

ization is irnperative. Eor that reason, society must proclaim

Irom the ,"ry b"girroing of the social Revolution the full sociali.

zation of mineral resources.

1. Syndicalization o{ all large-scale enterprises and their in-

tegration into the general communist economy of the country'

2. Co-operative unification of small'scale and home indus'

tries for the sale of their products to the communistic economy'

3. Industrialization of the various branches of the mining

industry, i.e. their unification with the chemical, metallurgical and

otler branches of the processing industry through the organization

of conrposite units on the basis of integrated labor'

4. The ruralization o{ industrialized and non-industrialized

enterprises of the branches of production concerned, i.e. their uni'

fication with agriculture by means of composite combines gradu-

ally drawing into their economic orbits the surrounding farming

population and organizing labor on the princrple of integration'

5. Like the plants in the processing industries the enterprises

in the forms of production under consideratiotr will be managed

by production committees and the industry as a whole by an as-

sociation oI such committees.

CHAPTER III. PUBLIC SERVICE INDUSTRIES

I. Building

The socialization of building by means of syndicalization will
arise from the socialization of other branches of production'

Over the entire territory o{ a communistic country the building

iudustry will be managed by an association of construction

workers with the co-operation of interested societies, such as
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house committees, rural construction unions, etc.

AII building carried on outside the limits of the communistic
economic system will be organized by means of commercial book-
keeping through the Bank of cash-and-goods credit.

II. The Hou,sing Problem.

The shortage of housing, which is the result of speculation in
the building industry, will require the immediate socialization o{
all dwellings that have been built for profit.

Systematic distribution of living space, through house com-
mittees and without payment of rent. The institution of hotels for
newcomers and the transfer o{ housing management into the hands
of the house committees.

Intensive home building on the principle of the dispersion of
cities and the co-ordination oI industry and agriculture.

III. Transport.

Transport in all its forms, and especially railroads and water-

ways, presents a vitally important element in the modern eco-

nomic system, and it will have even greater importance in the

communistic economy. Production without transport is unthink-
able. As a result, transport must be socialized at once, by the

process of syndicalization.
The managernent oI transport will be on syndicalist principles,

i.e. all means oI transportation - surface, underground, air and

water - will be in the hands of the Union of Transport Workers,
consisting of individual sections, and including the workers of all
industries which service transport.

Transport will be incorporated into the general system of the

communistic economy, and fares and freight charges will therefore
be eliminated. But, in the case of individuals and of individual-
istic economic units which operate outside the communistic system

of the country, the transport management will enter into cor-

responding computation agreements. These agreements will be

made not with individuals or individualist units, but with their
co-operative associations, whose transport receipts will be honored

by the Bank o{ Cash-and-Goods Credit.

IY. Mails, Telegraph, Telephone and Radio.

Mail and telegraph systems, like the railroads, perform most

vital services in the national economy and in many countries are

already State-owned. But since t}e interests of even the mpst

ideal State do not coincide with the interests of society as a whole,

the postal and telegraph networks will have to be taken away,

not only from individuals and corporations, but also from the

State. The same procedure must be applied to telephone and

radio services.

All public communication services will be syndicalized, i'e.

their management will be translerred to the Communications

Serviee Workers'Trade Union, which in turn will be incorporated

into the general system of the communistic economy. Like other

branches of the latter and in proportion to the strengthening of
the new economic structure and the enrichment of tle country'

it will also be industrialized and ruralized, i.e. the workers in
Public Communications will vary their labor, partaking both in
industrial and agricultural work.

Since, in the Transition Period, for which the present Program
is designed, there will still be economic units in agriculture and

in some sections of the crafts and home industries which will not

be part oI the communistic economy, the latter will enter into

suitable contractual relations concerning the use of the public

cornmunications services with the individual units through the

offices of their co-operative associations.

V. Public Seroices.

Public services include: sewerage, water, gas and heating, elec-

tricity, public welfare and other Iunctions which serve the urban

and rural populations.
These serviees will be incorporated into the communistic

economy and will be syndicalized, i.e. the management and or-

ganization o{ these services will be transferred to the Union of

Public Service workers. Here, as in all other branches of the
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economy, the principle of industrialization and ruralization will
bc introduced gradually, resulting finally in the integration oI
labor.

The provision of public services for the individualistic agri-
cultural units is closely linked with the fundarnental changes in
village living standards. These improvements will be encouraged
by the communistic economy as a whole, and hence the use of
public services by villages which are not part of the r:omrnunistic
structure of the country will be determined by suitable agreements
rvith the peasant co-operative associations.

Itl. Med,icine and, Sanitation.

Medicine and sanitation are public services which, together
with the dispensaries and pharmaceutical industries, will be con-
stituted on a syndicalist basis irrto the Public Health Service.
This rvill be incorporated into the communistic economic system.

The Union of Medical and Sanitary Workers will conduct the
activities and manage ttre organization of the health services for
the entire country. These services, like all branches and functions
of communistic society, will be industrialized and ruralized, i.e.
gradually, and wherever possible, the medical and sanitary work-
ers will combine their tasks with industrial and agricultural labor.

The Public Health service will cover the entire country with
a close net of medical and sanitary centers, hospitals and sana-

toria. Since this service will be supported by the communistic
economy, the individualistic units will have to cover part oI its
experses through their unions of co-operative associations.

VII. General Education and, Science-

Every State adapts the processes of general education to fur-
ther its own interests. As a result, whenever instruction is in the
hands of the State, it becomes a means to the enslavement of the
masses. Owing to State interests, and to a science which serves
these interests, schools of all levels are turned into factories which
attempt the mass production o{ robots capable of thinking in one

direction only. As the experience of Russia demonstrates, even a

Communist state, though it might set up the most liberal system
oI education, eventually perverts it by introducing a centralized
basis and by moulding the teaching in its own interests.

The task of education and instruction consists in the compre-
hensive development of the child's personality and his technical
preparation for useful communal activity. Education must there-
fore be libertarian, gradually supplanting the idea of authority
by the idea of liberty. It rnust also be rational, founded on
reason, not on faith, and on the lacts of exact science rather than
metaphysics; co-educational, i.e. giving common instruction to
both sexes, and, integrated, providing opportunities for harmoni-
ous development of the entire personalitl.' in the fields oI science.

art and trades.
The schools must provide, as Kropotkin has stated, oosuch an

education to bol's and girls that, when leaving school at the
age of about eighteen, they rnay have a thorough concept of
science which will enable them to continue scientific studies, as

well as acquiring a notion of the fundamentals of a technical
education. At the same time, they should gain sufficient experience
in some branch of industry to give thenr the opportunity of
taking part in the production o{ social resources". Accordingly,
education and instruction must not be t:onducted on the basis of
a single centlalized program.

As for science, it must, like the church and the school, be
separated from the State even before the Anarchist revolution.
Normal conditions for the development of science will be created
only in a condition of economic equality, in a free, stateless

society.
The socialization of science, which is an inevitable and es-

sential result ol the social Revolution, does not mean equality of
mind which is, of course, an impossibility; it does not mean that
everyone will be a scientist. The socialization of science means

only that science, as it remains pure science, will become one of
many public services and will be, as Bakunin said, entirely avail-
able "to all those who have the calling and the desire to engage

in it without harming the general produetive efiort in which
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everyone must participate !"
"Everyone must work and everyone must have an education."

Only after the social revolution will general scieatific and tech-

nical education be available to all. Science must be industrialized
and ruralized, i.e. people engaged in scientific efiort must com-

bine their work with productive physical labor, within the limits,
of course, of reasonable and gradual development. And science

will certainly benefit from this development. 'olt is possible, and
even very likely," said Bakunin, "that in the more or less lengthy
Transition Period, which will naturally appear after the great
social crisis, the high level of some sciences may fall considerably.
But what science loses in its upward trend, it will gain in the

scope of its diffusion. There will be no demi-gods, but there will
also be no slaves. Demi-gods and slaves will both become men;

the former will have to step down somewhat from their exclusive

heights, the latter will rise considerably."
The socialization of instruction, education and science can be

achieved only through their syndicalization, i.e. the organization
and conduct of these public services must be transferred to the

Union of Educational Workers, combining their activities with
those of interested public societies, of parents, economists and

others. The organization of schools, universities, academies, li-
braries, museums and their management will be the public func-

tion of the Union oI Educational Workers.
The functions of general education as a public service will be

incorporated into the communistic economic system and supported
by it. Therefore, the co-operatively united individualistic units

in the country will, for the sake of equality, contribute to the

treasury of the communistic economy a certain percentage of their'

income in the form of products, to cover the expenses and main-
tain the services of general education.

Art and, the Theatre are also public services. They will be

combined with the service of general education and will be sub-
ject to all the basic principles which govern the latter.

Religion is not a public service. The social revolution is, by

nature, anti-religious. Nevertheless, the Anarcho-Syndicalists do
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not intend to fight religious faiths with repressive measures. In
this question, the program of the Anarcho-Syndicalists is in full
solidarity with the statement of the Geneva Section to the Brussels

Congress of the International W'orkingmen's Association. It said:
"Religious thought, as a product of the individual mind, is un-

touchable as long as it does not become a public activity."

YIII. Accour*ancy - Banks anil Fina,nces.

Accountancy and statistics are very important Iunctions in the

proper regulation of relations between production and consump'

tion. Only with the help of statistical data is it possible to de-

termine their necessary equilibrium, and to institute a suitable

distribution and exchange organization. Indeed, without statisti'
cai data an economic order is impossible. Statistics, therefore,
form a vital public service, whose technical discharge will be

entrusted to the Central Statistical Bureau at the Bank for Cash-

and-Goods Credit, consisting of the directly concerned public
services and particularly the services for distribution and ex-

ehange.

All existing banks will be socialized and will merge with the

Bank for Cash-and-Goods Credit. This, in addition to its statis-

tical functions, will perform all the usual banking operations
which, of course, will change in accordance with the new eco-

nomic structure of the country. The Bank will be the organie
liaison between the communistic economy and the individualistic
units, particularly the agricultural units, as well as with the indi-
vidualist world abroad. In the latter case, it will act as the bank
for foreign trade.

In the sphere of internal exchange, the bank will be one of
the most powerful weapons of communism, influencing individu-
alistic units in the desired direction by means of material and

financial credit without interest for the improvement of each unit
and the mechanization of farming, which will result in the sociali-
zation of rural labor - the necessary prerequisite for the sociali-
zation of agriculture.

The socialization of banks and aceountancy must be achieved



by their syndicalization, i.e. these public services will be trans-
ferred to the management of the workers who operate them, and
will be incorporated into the general communistic economic s):-
tem. With the strengthening of communism, labor will be indus-
trialized and ruralized as in other public services, i.e. it will
gradually be organized on the principle of integration.

Money, as a concrete symbol of expended labor, the greatest
part of which is now concentrated by means of exploitation in the
hands of a ferv capitalists and States, must be socialized. The
socialization of money, i.e. the return to society of the fruits of
expended labor, will be possible only in the fonl of its abolition,
without any compensation. The abolition of the monetary token
of the old regime is one of the first tasks of the social revolution.

It will be impossible, however, to abolish money entirely in
the Transition Period, since some functions, which are dependent
on money now, will still continue to operate, even though their
dangerous aspects rvill be removed. Money will vanish of itself
during thr: gradual approach to a systenl of {ully matured Com-
munism which will r:eplace exchange by distribution. But in the
Transition Period, owing to the co-existence of communism with
individualism, the exchange of goods cannot be elirninated en-
tirely. And since the rrain function of money is that of a medium
of exchange 

- the most convenient medium of exchange - it will
not be possible to do without it during this phase.

In the beginning, because of the practieal impossibility of
introducing labor rnoney (whose value is based on the working
day) the communistic economy will have to recognize gold coins,
and will have to be guided in their exchange by the values in-
herited from capitalism. This will apply particularly to foreign
trade. In internal exchange, owing to the socialization of a large
part of industry, which will provide the opportunity of determin-
ing the scale of production, it will be possible to set prices and
to assure their stability in a scientific manner.

During the Transition Period, money cannot become a threat
of the establishment o{ inequality and exploitation beeause - in
vien" of the socialization of all means of production and transpor-
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tation and the socialization of labor and its products in all

branches of industry except agriculture - it will lose the power

it had in capitalist society, namely, the power to become capital'

Cash could not be lent on interest, hence there will be no room

for financial capital. All tools and means of pioduction, beitg

socialized, will not be subject either to sale or purchase; hence

there will be no roorn for industrial capital. The discontiriuanoe

of hired labor will remove the possibility oI hoarding capital by

the appropriation of surplus values; the replacement oI tle
privaie-tradesman by the co'operatives and the establishment oI

direct exchange on the mixed marerial-financial principle between

the communistic and the individualistic econorny will remove the

possibility of money turning into trading capital. Thus ilrring
the Transition Period, in which everything will be socialized, but

all witl not be communized, money will exist only as a standard

of value and a means of simplifying the process of natural ex'

change between the difierent systems of economic equality'

Depending on the stabilization of society after the social

upheaval, greater preference will be grven to natural exchange

in the principle of barter values, and thus the usefulness of

money as a standard will decline. Ihe gradual transition of agri'

culture to communism will Iurther decrease the role of money,

and the supercession of exchange by distribution will finally

eliminate it in a perfectly natural marurer.

IX. Exchange and, Distribution.

In capitalist society the products of the manulacturing indus-

tries are distributed by means of trade. such fistribution is cha-

otic and inequitable. In capitalist society those who work receive

much fewer and qualitatively inferior products than those who do

not work. The products return to the proilucer, as a consumer,

only after they have gone through a number of intermeiliary

han&. After making this circle, they are loaded with parasitic

price increases and the worker as a consumer acquires the product

of hi" o*, labor at a Iar higher price thirn he received for its
production.



Naturally, with the destruction of capitalist methods oI pro-
duction, the capitalist method of distribution 

- trafls - will be
abolished too, and it will be replaced by a system of accurate,
planned and equitable distribution in full harmony with the new,
anarchist and non-capitalist organization of society.

Society, in organizing communistic production, will organize
consumption in a similar manner. The producers' commune must
be supplemented by a consumers' commune. In the sphere oI
consumption the task will consist of the immediate organization
of a distributive-accounting agency which will at once begin a
planned and systematic replacement of trade by distributive com-
munes in the cities, and distributive associations in the villages.
At the base of the distributive apparatus will be the consumers'
co-operative. The new distributive agency will only be able to
carry out its functions most quickly and with the least expendi-
ture of efrort when the entire population in the cities is organized
in consumers' communes, and on the land into consumers' asso-
ciations, and when the federation of these communes and associa-
tions has covered the entire country with a close network, co-or-
dinated with the Exchange Bank.

Learning from the experience of the Russian Revolution and
the subsequent development of its latent tendencies, the Anarcho-
Syndicalists r,vill utilize consunrers' co-operatives as the distributive
agency, constructed in such a way that the house committees will
become the basic organizational cells. The consumers' communes
will combine in themselves both the producers and the consumers.
As a result, there will be no chance for the emergence of a dicta-
torship of either the producer or the consumer.

The organization of consumption, which here is understood
in its widest possible sense, will consist of two fundamental ele-
ments, Accounting and Distribution. Accounting will be handled
by the Bank for Cash-and-Goods Credit, which will become a
section of the distributive agency.

Within the orbit of the communistic system of national econ-
omy all producers' communes (free factories, plants and work-
shops) will deliver the whole of the product of their industry
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to the public warehouses; the same will apply to the industri-
alized agricultural units and the rural communes, with the dil-
ference however, that the latter will deliver to the public ware-

houses not the entire product of their labor but only that part
which forms the excess over what is required for the satislaction
of the needs of the rural commune itself or of the composite agro-
industrial community.

As for the individual agricultural units, they will voluntarily
deliver all their excess to their village associations whose lunction
is purchase and sale. These, in turn, will deliver the products of
the land to the Bank for Cash-and-Goods Credit and receive mone-

tary tokens from it as well as any goods they require on the basis

of cash-and-goods bookkeeping.
During the Transition Period communism will not be complete

in the sphere oI consumption. The task of society will be to help
its gradual unfolding in accordance with the accumulation of
material goods. The rapidity with which the principle "to each

according to his needs" is realized will depend on the growth of
productivity in the communized economy and on the pace of the
transition to Communism of individualistic agricultural units.
Hence, in the Transition Period, because of the impossibility of
satisfying all "according to their needs." it will be necessary to
introduce into distribution a limiting principle, i-e. the principle
of proportionality between distribution and production.

Fundamental to distribution, within the communistic economy

of the Transition Period, will be the principle, not of expediency,

but of equality, dividing the population into different Consumer

categories. Firstly, society must take care of the children, the
nursing mothers, the old, the invalids and the sick - independent
of their former social positions.

Consumption norms, calculated in terms of money and dis-

tributed in both cash and goods, must be equal - equal shares

for all. Since society will have the obligation to provide work
for everybody, it will also be expected to maintain all the un-
employed at the same level as the workers. As to the adherents

of the old regime and the members of former privileged classes,



these, as equal rnembers of the new society, will not be subject
to any restrictions. But those among them who might refuse to
live the working life required of everybody would place them-
selves outside the pale oI society and drey would retain the right
either to die of starvation or to emigrate, or else to depend :n the
charity of their corlmune, if the latter choose to practice it.

CHAPTER IV. TAXATION

Society, emerging from the social revolution and abolishing
all State organtzations, will need no taxes, since all means of
production and transport, all products of labor, and labor itself,
will form the wealth of society as a whole.

But in the process of construction, during the Transition
Period when the communistic economy exists side by side with
individualistic units, society will have to tax the latter rvith a
certain portion of their income for the sake of equality among
the whole people. These contributions would be used for the
mainteuance and organization of transport, highways, postal
services, telephone, telegraph, radio, medical and sanitary services,
general education and army - all public services which will be
at the disposal of the individualistic units but in whose expenses
they do not share.

Such taxation will be based on the principle of income. 'fhe
amount will be determined by the General Confederation of Labor.
"Taxes" will be taken in goods by the Bank of Cash-and-Goods
Credit through the co-operative associations uniting the individu-
alistic units.

CHAPTER V. LABOR IN THE TRANSITION PERIOD

A social order, based on liberty and the material well-being
of all, will have no need to struggle for the rights and protection
of labor. Labor, ceasing to be an object of exploitation, will
become the guiding principle in the structure of the socio-eco-
nomic order. Society as a whole will take care of the health and
labor oI each individual, while each individual will care for rhe
health and labor of society. Each will respect the others' rights.
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The producers themselves will have to look after their needs

in this respect, i.e. the producers' corlmune must follow strictly

the scientifically determined regulations of the medico-sanitary

associations,
Child labor rvill be abolished. Society will have an obligation

to provide children up to the age of eighteen with a compre'

hensive integral education, preparing them for socially useful

work. Thus the problem of child labor in industry will cease to

exist. Female labor will be organized according to scientifically

determined regulations.
Naturally, the new society will not need to create special insti-

tutions for the protection of labor - that is the job of the federa'

tion of Public Health workers, who will work under the control

oI society as a whole, and of the producers' communes in par'
ticular.

In the question of working hours, society will begin in the

first stages with the six-hour working day' Any further reduction

rvill be determined by the conference of producers' communes

and the Unions of Public Service Workers, and will depend on

the quantity of products essential to society, on the number oI

employed and unemployed producers, and on the improvements

in production processes. These conditions, and the degree of the

socialization of land, will determine the speed of transition to

integrated labor.
In the Transition Period wages will be abolished by reason of

the abolition of hired labor. The producer will not be a hired

worker, but an active and equal member of the producers' com'

mune from whom no-one will deduct surplus value. Every par'
ticipant will receive, not wages, but an equal share of the public

wealth in whose production he participates equally with everyone

else. This share of the public wealth, whieh will be distributed

in terms of both goods and money, and which will be determined

scientifically at the very beginning by the General Congress,

cannot remain a fixed quantity. Its inerease or decrease will de'

pend on the degree of efficiency in the production of public
wealth, which will depend in turn, apart from technical advances,



on the memllers of the communistic economy themselves,
Each person, independent of his former social position, will

have and will use the right to work. This fundamental prinr:iplt.
places on society the obligation to provide everybody with
reasonable productir,e. or socially useful work and, in the event
of its inability to do so, to maintain them on an equal level with
everybody else, until it may be able to provide work for thern.
As to those who, though capable o{ work, desire to utilize their
right to indolence, society will make no elTort to limit this right,
lear,ing it to them to die o{ starvation. A society whose very
foundation is lvork, must carry out the principle: "He who does
nol work of his own {ree will shall not eat."
, Society will have no need to create special institutions for a

social insurance. Since it expects all to work, it will determine
the minimum and maxirnum working ages, before and after which
all people will be provided, on an equal footing with others, with
the necessities for existence and the comforts of life. Similarly,
societl' rvill provide for invalids, cripples and the sick.

Section lI. The Political Sphere
CHAPTER I. GENERAL POLITICS

The bourgeois.democratic republic, with its fonnal equalitl'
for all people and its formal liberties, in actual fact protects
privatc property and thus inevitably becomes a dictatorship of
the Lourgeoisie and an olganization Ior the pitiless exploitation
of the working masses. The same is true of the new Statism in
the form of the Soviet republic, even if it is sanctified by the
idea of the dictatorship of the proletariat. The {act that the State
is owner not only of all means of production but also of the lile
of each individual, places everybody in the position of slaves, of
talking robots and, with implacable logic, results in the creation
of a new ruling class exploiting the working classes - the dic-
tatorship of the bureaucracy; the State becomes a monstrous
machine for the exploitation and total enslavement of the great
mass of the people by a small clique.
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ln contrast, the communal confederation will transform the

mass organizations of the working people into the only founda-

tion for the construction of a new, Anarchist society, thus achiev'

ing full freedom of movement and full liberty for the individual.
Bourgeois democracy hides its class character under the mas'

querade of national equality symbolized by universal sufirage.

Soviet democracy, on the other hand, sharply accentuates its class

character by maintaining that the dictatorship of the proletariat
is supposedly essential to the destruction of classes and the State.

However, the experience of the Russian revolution has shown that
the dictatorship of the proletariat is a fiction, a non'realizable

utopia, since, logically and unavoidably, it results in a form of
Party dictatorship and, next, a rule of the bureaucracy, i.e. simple

absolutism. The Soviet state is forced to pretend that the dicta'
torship of the bureaucracy is the dictatorship of the proletariat,
just as the bourgeoisie pretends that its dictatorship is the

"people's will".
In contrast, the communal confederation, constituted by thou-

sands of freely acting labor organizations, removes all opportu'
nities for the limitation of liberty and free activity. It definitely
prevents the possibility of dictatorship by any class, and, conse'

quently, the possibility of establishing a regime of terror. The

basic character of the communal confederation is such that it need

have no lear of the widest freedom of rights for all men, inde-

pendent of their social ot'igin, so long as they work' As a result,

true democracy, developed to its logical extreme, can become a

reality only under the conditions of a communal confederation.

This democracy is Anarchy.
Both bourgeois and soviet democracies limit themselves to

formal declarations of political freedom and rights: the freedom

oI speech, assembly, association, press, strikes, inviolability of

the individual, housing, etc. The former establishes these freedoms

formally for all, the Iatter only for the working people. But the

administrative practice of these democracies and, more important,
the utter economic dependency of the working people, make it
completely impossible for them - both in the bourgeois and the



proletarian states - to make use of tlese rights and freedoms.
The full, unlimited rights o{ man and citizen are possible, in

real life rather than in proclamations, in actuality rather than in
form, only in conditions of full self-government in the shape of
a communal confederation where capitalism and the state do not
exist and where printing, paper, etc. will be generally available
under the management of the productive {ederation concerned.

Bourgeois democracy proclaims the rights of men and citizens,
but, owing to its governmental and capitalist foundations, it cau-

not transmute these rights into actual fact. Furthermore, inequal-
ity and oppression gradually increase and at the present time, in
the epoch of Imperialism, bourgeois democracy has reachecl the
highest degree of intensified racial and national oppression.

Soviet democracy has in this respect made the pretence of a
step {orward, but the official declaration of the principle of nation.
al self-determination has not led, and cannot lead, to the actual
self-determination of peoples within the Soviet Union. In addition,
even in liberating one nation lrom the domination of another, the
Soviet State does not liberate the people of that nation from in-
ternal domination. National freedom does not consist in separa-
tion, or in administrative self-rule, but in the freedom oI the indi-
viduals corhposing the nation.

The freedom of a nation can have lull expression only in a

communal confeder'ation in which Ireedom will become a reality
through the liberty of individuals uniting at will in all manner
of free associations, including nafional ones.

Not content with a formal declaration of the equality of the
sexes, the Soviet State attempts to achieve it in reality by making
very weak and diffident efiorts in the direction of the liberation
o{ women from the burdens of housekeeping, {rom t}e kitchen and
child rearing. But since the State is by nature an enemy of full
liberty, so in this issue too it has come up against insurmount-
able obstacles - obstacles inherent in its own nature - through
appropriating to itself those functions of the church and the bour-
geois state, the sanctioning and regulation of marriage. Ihe full
equality of the sexes and freedom for women are possible only
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in conditions of liberty for all, and such conditions will come into
existence only in the communal confederation.

The experience of a political structure based on a system of
free Soviets, which made its appearance at the beginning of the

Russian October Revolution, demonstrates that the true organiza-
tion of society on the basis oI a federation o{ Soviets would not
only remove all the negative aspects of bourgeois democracy and
parliamentarism, would not only assure to the working masses

simplicity in the election and recall of delegates, would not only
bring the people closer to their social institutions, but would also
destroy the State in all its forms, including dictatorship of the
proletariat. Communalisrn, i.e. the federation of free communes
with the Soviets in the field of the political organization of the

country, would take the place of the State.

The bourgeois State has transformed the army into a weapon

Ior the suppression of the working masses, and the protection oI
the State, i.e. the ruling class. In the Soviet State too the army
fulfils the same {unctions. Only the workingmen's militia, arming
all the people, and organized by the Trade Unions and the village
communes, can be a true weapon for the protection of general

liherty ancl well-being. A workingmen's militia will be tanta-
mount to the removal of the State and the class system.

Admitting for the proletariat the guiding role in the Revolu-
tion, the Anarchists believe it would endanger the cause of libera-
tion if any kind o{ privileges were instituted for them in relation
to other categories of the working people. Equality of rights and

obligations for all from the first days of the Revolution - that
is the fundamental demand of social justice.

CHAPTER II. NATIONALITIES & INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

National rights are not a principle in themselves, but a result
of the principle of freedom. No nation or nationality, as a natural
associatibn of individuals on the basis of common language, can

find suitable conditions for its normal development within the

confines of a capitalist environment and State organization.
Stronger nations conquer the weaker ones and make every effort



to disnrember them by means of artificial assimilation. For that
reason national domination is a constant companion of the State

and of capitalism. The criminally mercenary interests of the
ruling classes impel them to sow hatred and hostility between

nations, two emotions which lie at the root of patriotism, which
in turn is so essential to the State and to capitalism.

So-called national interests, which today are always part and

parcel of economic and political afiairs from the viewpoint o{ the

State, are in fact the interests of the ruling classes. Hence they
are contrary to the needs of the people, and lead to hostility
between nations and to war. Therefore, in capitalist State society,

the national problem is a partial aspect of the general problerir
.- i.e. the problem of freedom, and cannot be solved in the.jnter-
ests of the working people.

"The right of a nation to self-detenrrination" and to inde'
pendent sovereign existence, is nothing but the right of the

national bourgeoisie to the unlimited exploitation oI its prole'
tariat; the actualization o{ this right in a multi-national country

which raises the banner of the social revolution and thus finds

itself encircled by capitalism, becormes in {act the right to sell'
defense o{ the national bourgeoisie against the revolution, and a

weapon of the international bourgeoisie. This was demonstrated

convincingly by the Russian experience in the years between 1917

and L922. The realization of the 'oright to national self-determina-

tion" is thus a realization only of extraneous freedom - that of
nationalities - 

from which the exploited classes gain too little,
iI anything at all.

Furthermore, the slogan of the "right of each nation to self-

determination", i{ followed to its logical conclusion, becomes an

absurdity. To realize it on the territory of the Union of Socialist

Soviet Republics, for instance, would have led to the establishment

of a multitude of States, which would be inadmissable from the

viewpoint either of the interests of the proletariat or of those of
{reedom and the social revolution.

This does not mean that the Anarchists are opposed to national
freedom. On the contrary, they have always stood for the rights
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of all oppressed nationalities. Nationality, like the individual, is
a natural social and historic fact, and recognition of it is a vital
principle. Every nation, however large or small and on whatever

cultural level it may be, has the right, just like the individual,
to think, feel, desire, speak and act in its own ways. That, in fact,
is what national right really means - the right to be onesel{;

this right is a natural consequence of the principles of liberty and

equality.
Nationality itself, however, is not a principle but a {act. To

advance it as an ideal for all movements of the exploited classes

n.ould be criminal. The Anarchists stand above the narrow and

petty national ambitions "for which one's country is the center

of the world, which sees greatness in its capacity to terri{y its

rreighhors." Irrtelrrational frer:donr and eqr-rality, rvorlcl-rvide justir:e,

are higher than all national interests. National rights cease to be

a consequence of these higher principles if, and when, they place

themselves against liberty and even outside liberty. Every State

is an enemy of liberty and equality. Nations which achieve their
right to self-determination and which become states, in their turn
Lrcgin to deny national rights to their own subordinate minorities,
to persecute their languages, their desires and their right to be

themselves. In this manner, "self-determination" not only brings
the nation concerned none of that internal freedom in which the

proletariat is most interested, but also fails to solve the national
problem. On the contrary, it becomes a threat to the world, since

States must always aim to expand at the expense of their weaker

neighbors.
For that reason the Anarchists, in rejecting the State, also

reject its ways and means of solving the national problem; a real
and full solution will be possible only in conditions of Anarchy,
in a Communism emanating from the liberty of the individual
and achieved by the free association of individuals in communes,

of communes in regions, and regions in nations - 3ss66igli6ng

founded in liberty and.equality and creating a natural national
unity in plurality.

The International Confederation, freely established by the



voluntary federation of self-governing parts in a single whole,
rvill solve the national problem completely on the basis of full
liberty and equality, without which any soluiion o{ thc ploblem
r,vould necessarily bear a bourgeois character, and hence become
either secretly or openly aggressive. Only the Communal Corr-
{ederation will determine the world order in international rela-
tions, removing all causes for war and oppression. The Interna-
tional Confederation cannot consist of States, since an association
of States, like the contemporary League of Nations, is nothing
more than an international association of the exploiting classes
directed against the international proletariat, and utilizing as

weapons the denial of freedom and the constant threat of war.
The organization of the International Confederation must be

preceded by the Communalistic Revolution, replacing the State
by communes and Trade Unions which, uniting freely from below,
are the only organizations capable of establishing a real inter-
national unity based on the recognition of the right to self-deter-
mination not only for every natioll (regardless' of size), but also
for all communes and provinces within nations. There will he

only two conditions to such self-determination: that their internal
structure shall not threaten the freedom and sel{-determination o{
their neighbors and that the fact of voluntary association does not
permanently bind a member.

On the basis of the points outlined above, and in the light of
their final goal, the current policy of the Anarchists in the sphere
of national problems and international relations is directed toward
drawing together the international proletariat, and the working
peasantry of all nations, in a common struggle for the abolition
of private property (the struggle for communism) ; in a common
struggle lor the destruction cf the State (the struggle {or an-

archy) I in a common struggle lor the destruction of all national
prejudices, {rontiers and privileges, for equality and self-deter-
mination for all nations. Hence propaganda for the idea of an
International Workingmen's Association, aetive co-operation in
its organizational efforts and participation in its work are an ob-

ligation for every Anarchist.

to
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As for the national right to "self-determination", Anarchists
do not deny a nation's right to separation, since it is part of the

principle of freedom which they recognize. They deny only the

use{ulness to the proletariat, not of self-determination as such,

but of self-determination according to State concepts. Ackno'lv-

ledging that a strong patriotism is developing among the enslaved

nations and, rrith it, a distrust of the proletariat in the ruling
nationalities (a {act l'hich has a pelnicious bflcct on the struggle
of the international proletariat for full and universal liberation),
the Anarchists dcrnand the liberation o{ all colonies and support
er,ery struggle fol national independence as long as it is an ex-

pression oI the u'ill of thc rcvolutionary proletariat and the

l c,rking peasantry of the nation concerned.

CHAPTER III. ORGANIZATION OF DEFENSE

A. folilitary Sphere.

Thc true Revolution is unthinkable rvithout thc paLticipation
of the broad masses of the people. Wherever thcse are absent,

there is no Revolution; it rnay be a mutiny, a cotlp cl'6tat, bt
irothing more. Mutinies and coups are created artificially. Revo-

lutions ripen by natulal pl'ocess, and revolutionary activities can

only aid this process - they are never a cause of the upheaval.
For that reason a Revolution which brings the huge masses of
the people into action is always successful. It will always remain
a historic landmark {or its own people and others, because, even

in dcath. it gir rs a diLt:ctior to Polrullti a-.|ilatic-rtrs Iot ct-'nluries

ahead. Such revolutions, follorving one another, were the English,
the French and the Russian Revolutions.

Revolution is the destruction of the old order in all spheres

o{ liie. In the process o{ destruction, the Revolution produces

disorder. This disorder, as it annihilates the {orces of the old
society, is in no danger of being suppressed during the first period
o{ the upheaval - until the terrified elements of the old regime
rally {rom the shock of the elemental onslaught and reassemble

their forces. During this short interval the Revolution must est.

ablish its own order and must introduce a series of economic



flleasill'es lhich l.ill preyent or, at least, harnper the organizatiorr
of resistance on the part o{ the adhercnts of thc old regime, arrtl

l-hit'h rill plove in thenrselves a factor o{ dr'{ense.
'l-he llcvolution rnust also lay immediatelv thr: [oLrndations {or'

its orgarized rniiitarv deftnsc. 'l'he {irst at't in this t[itet'tiorr ui]l
I;e the capture of 'rveapons and arrrurrrnition durrrlts, the rlissolrrtiorr
of the old annr,, thr. unning of all rnutjrrtcls and thc organizlliorr
-rn()ng thern of a reroluliorrary guard on the l,asis of Plarrts.
rillages and institutions. 'l'lrr,'sc m(rilsur'('s of thc fir'st pcliod of
thc ]tctolution lill not ho\r(,\er lrc srrliilir:rrt [or its rlcfenst,rlrrlinS
a rivil wur'. which rill undoulrle,lly hr: organizerl arrrl sripportetl
l,r lhc lrrlctrrittiorrirl irrrlrlrilli-rn t'ttlit, litrl tlrr' ,.rttrlrr .f tlrl
.11f inl 1r'r,'611ution. Henee the sr.r'ond stt'P lill Ire llte orgarrizatiorr
o{ alrnt:d forr:cs according to all t}rc rrrlcs ol' rrrilitlrr science. but
i11 r'olnplcte harrrrorrv lith the frrnrlamcrrtal airns ,,f lhc Rt'r'olrr-
iirirr itst'll.

llirtlisltn,lllir.lttttcnls uill rr,,l l,r' rt r,rlli.ilrrllr r,'lirrl'1,' l,,r,r
Ior lltr: lrrll rlelunst: of tlrr' ]lcvolutiorr. I'hcy lill r:cr'tainlv ap-

l,fiu ilr lhl'lit'i'r:llrtior) its('lf. al(l rvill 1rlrr1,ir rrsr'Iril Pirrt irr lhe
irritial stagr:s of the sllugglc, but lhcy u'ill lrl lrcllrltss orrcc it
irtkcs on tltt'ir.yrcr'ts oI r','al \\irlilr'('. Urrtlt'r'srrr']r r',,rrrliti,,ns ltos-

tilitics can otrly lrr, r'orrrlur:tttl br' pr',,pt,r lr (,r'gilrrirc(l iu nr('(l Iorr'('s.
,-apaLrl.,' oI utilizirrg rrrilitan, slitrrlc arril lll rnctho(ls of nrorlcln
rrirt t,'r'ltnirluc. lrirrt itn iunlv in Lhe 1,,r'rn rr,hiclt crists in horrlgcois
L'oul)tlies, ol olr tlte lincs of tht Iir:d Arrrry' in Sor ict Russil. \rou'l{l
rrit confolm to the furrdunrcrrtal print:ililes or) \yhich the rrrrr'
r!ocictv is to ]re irrrilt. 'l'hclciorr: rrcithcr the arnrv rr)r l)rlr'tisrur
dttlr'Itmr-rrts cirrr bc lorrsidt:r'cri thr: dcsirable {onrr of or[_]anizi!rg

tlre rnilitali {or-ces in thr: Pteroirrtion. Thc fir'st uould be a thrcat
lo Ileeriorn, lhe -secontl an insLr{]lcient rneans of rltfense.

lnsteatrl. the ,\narchists pr'opose the general arrning o{ the

uolkinq pc,,plr: ou the l:rasis o{ a rnilitia. Tliis rnilitia l,,rrld lrc
organized on thc {ollowing plinciplcs:

{ai Arnrin., of all working people capable of bcalins arn'}s

{rom the ages of eig}rteen to forty-five.
(1,) Recruitment of all rvomen capal.lle of n-r,r'k from tht-
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ages of eightecn to thirty-five, for medical services connected with
the workingmen's nrilitia.

(c) Abolition of rnilitary service life in barracks.
(d) Instead o[ barracks, which are to be used only in time

oI war and of nrustors lor rnilitary training, all militdry and
rrrt:dical tt'ainirrg rvill lrr'girt'n irt tlrr'1rlat:c oI work: irr factories,

plants, workshops, villagcs and agrit:ultural communities, without
separating the trainee lrorn his sot:ially useful work.

(") Institutiorr of an annu:rl thirty-day muster for manoe-

uvres, for which nrobilizatiorr, likc llrat for war, will be conducted

according to age groups.
(f ) The organizational apparatus oI thc w'orkingmen's mili-

tia will consist o{ mobilization commitlces, including military
special;6ts, attached to the federative associations of productive
communes. The specialists will, at the same time, continue to
{ulfil their econornic {unctions in the conrmune on an equal basis

rvith all its other members.
(g) Supply Departments will be established in the federa'

tive distributive ass<iciations and in the co-operatives, and these

n ill also include military specialists.
(h) The Military Operations staff of the workingrnen's mili'

tia will be constituted on an elective basis from among those in'
volved in military instruction and {rom the best experts on mili-
tary affairs.

(i) In their conduct of rnilitary and military-technical edu'

cation, the Military stafi will appoint to each production unit the

number of instructer-commanders needed. The task of these in-

structors will be to lead the military units in factories, plants

and villages, and at the same time to work, like everybody else,

in productive jobs. The persons appointed by the Military Opera'
tions stafi may be removed from their posts not only by the Stafi,

but also by a general meeting of the members of the plant or the

village commune.
(j) Since the country of the social revolution will be under

constant threat o{ militari- attack on the part o{ its bourgeois

neighbors, the Revolution will need to provide for the trainirrg



o{ specialists in all branches of military afiairs. Hence the mili-
tary training scht.,ols will have to remain in existence during the
Transition Period, though they will be reformed in the proper
manner', while the services of the officers of the old army and o{
the technical intelligentsia will have to be utilized by the Revolu-
tion.

(k) Owing to the organizational structure of the rvorking-
nran's militia described above, all its institutions and all indi-
viduals serving it must be industrializetl in peacetime, i.e. they
rnust be organized in productive labor in accordance with their
training and rvith the organizational needs of the workingman's
nrilitia.

(l) The war production.plants rvill be communized and in-
corporated into the gener.al system of comnunistic economy.
Ihey will join the corresponding productive associations and will
receive pror.luction orders from the Nlilitary Production Section of
the General Conlederation of Labor.

The de{r:nse of the.Revolution, organized in this rnanner, rvill
provide the opportunity lor the utilization of all the ldvantages
tiI rrrilitalistic itrtttit,s, ulri]c at tlrc sarrrt: lirrrir rrci[[rt.r. irrtlivirluals
rror orgarrizations which rnight act against liberty and the revolu-
tion lvill find it possible to seize military porlier. The industri-
alization of the militia's machinery and personnel wili pr.event
bureaucratization and the development of the comrnanding stafi
into a separate military caste.

Il. Pu,b!.ic Security anrl Intern,al Tranquillity.

The new society, even in its transitory {orm, will be a trull
free association of people based on the universal recognition of
the natural rights oI man. Liberty and equality, with a resulting
solidarity and respect for the inalienable rights of others - that
is the real meaning of natural justice.

Liberty is indivisible from equality, jusr as equality is indi-
visible from liberty. Liberty without equality is only lormal lib-
erty, and it is followed by the arbitrary rule oI a minority over
the majority. This kind of liberty is characteristic of State-capi-
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talist society, And equalit,y without liberty, which is the charac-
teristic o{ State-Communist society, is inevitably follqwed by the
complete enslavement o{ the individual. The Anarchists will
therefore build society on the foundations of natural right, where
liberty and equality wilt be indivisible; they recognize and desist
from opposing those norms of behaviour which result from tlis
right.

Natural right is inirnical to all legislation, which must neces-

sarily limit its {unctioning. Hence neither the communal struc-
ture, which is the transilory step towards mature cornmunism arrd
alarchy, nor, obvionsly, thc structurc of full comrnunism and
anarchy, will have need o{ legislation. With the elinrination of
rvritten juridical laws, lt:gislation will cornc [u an errd. The only
rvrittcn law rr,ill lrc llrc (lrrrstitrrtiorr oI the Conlederatinn and its
corrrlloncrrt set:liurrs, tlrr: gr:rrclal ilgl'ccurcnt based on the natural
liglrt lpplilirlrlr. lo rrll rrrr,rrrlrr:r's ol llrr.(lon[crler.ution -,vho rvish

lo r{rnllirr rvithirr it.
Sirrcr., irr rrr,,rlr:rrr sor.it:ty, alrrrost all crimes are committed in

tlrc splrr.r'r: ol privirk: property, as a result of the defiance of na-
Irrlrrl li;r,lrl lry thost: in power, the removal of the cause will also
1,,:rrl 1,, r r,.rnovrrl oI its consequences. Hence, in the future society
;rrr,l irr its 'l'r'arrsition Period, the only crimes will be those com-
rrritlctl irs rr rt,sult of the sick condition of an individual, as well
rrs, irr llrr: lilst period while the psychology chalacteristic of thr:
rl;rlr.( irl)italist society still lingers, crimes connected with a refusal
t. ('iuly out social obligations.

Another type oi crime-the crirne against liber.ty and equality
irill take on mass character only at one point in the Transition

pcriod; when an active strugglc is waged lor the conquest of
peace{ul conditions for the healthy development of t}re first stage-*
of society in the direction of fully consummated communism and
anarchy, i.e. in the period o{ t}re civil war. The individual who
'n ould rise against liberty and equality, would place himself by
that very act outside both, and would be subject either to ostra-
cism, exile or temporai'y isolation, r,vith the utilization of his labor
capacity for produt'tive work in conditions of human dignity. All



plisoners of the civil war will belong tp this temporary category
of criminals against liberty and equality. There will be no need

to establish special institutiond for this category o{ criminals.
They will be dealt with by the workingmen's militia through its
.,nachinery, and by the councils of the commune.

For the rest, the society of the Transition Period will conduct
its campaign against r;riinc ttot Ir1'revcrrge irr the Iollr r-,i legal
punishrnent, which is the guiding principle of justice in the bour-
geois and state socialist structures, but by treatment, education

lnd temporary isolation of the abnormal elements, insofar as that
lvill prove necessary, and, most of all, by means of moral in-
fluence, a method which is already being applied successfully by
various societies and organizations. For that reason the society

,l{ the Transition Period will have no need of legal institutions on

the lines of those in the modern State-Capitalist society. It will
deal with the question by providing arbitration at the places of
production; in the case of small crimes lvhich have no social
significance and have been committed outside production centers,

society will be able to deal with these also through arbitration.
As to crimes of social import like, for instance, various kinds

of violations of liberty and equality, murder, etc., such cases will
be dealt with by public communal courts composed of representa-

tives o{ produ,rcrs' nrrtl consutnels (:oJrlttlunes, co'opelatives aud

house committees in the commune in question, and will include

appropriate scientific experts and physicians. The composition

of these courts, organized whenever required, will be flexible,

since the judges will be elected for specific sessions only. Since

prisons as such will be abolished, the criminal will be subject,

depending on his psychological condition, either to medical treat-

ment or to temporary isolation from society in special correctional

1-,roductive communes within whose limits he will be entirely free.

i\ sor:ietv lr,hich has abolished plivate property and the State,

rvith all its privileges, will have no need oI the services of the

police, and will take the business of internal security and peace

into its own hands. As long as the need exists, the entire popula-

tion - as represented in house, street and district committees,
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will fulfill this social {unt'tion itt lotatiotr. As a result, the leorgart-

ized protection of internal security and the assurance oI tran'
quillity in the Transition Period will not resemble, either in shape

or in substance, the parallel institutions of bourgeois society.

Their form will result logically from the character oI the Tran'
sition Period itself and will be based on the self'reliant action oI

the population. This st'l[-proteetion rvill t,ertainly prove super-

fluous in the mature society of free communism.

CHAPTER IV. MARITAL AND FAMILY LAW

The abolition of private propel'ty and of the State with all its
institutions will be followed naturally by the abolition of the

modern family, which rests on the same foundations as contemp-

orary society itself, i.e. on power and property, passed on from
generation to generation by means of the inheritance law, for
which there will be no room even in the Transition Period.

Modern marriage, dependent on compulsory sanction by gov-

ernment, society or parents, will be abolished and will be sup-

planted by {ree marriage, w}iich will become the basis of the new

farnily. The Anarehists, beginning with the fundamental concept

of liberty and equality, are opposed to marriage by compulsion,

lnd raise the banner of the frec ttttiott ttf the sexes.

"In abolishing religious, civil and juridical marriage," said

Bakunin, "we will return life, reality and morality to natural
marriage, based solely on the mutual respect and the freedom of

two people, man and woman, who love eaoh other; in recogri-
zing for each of them the right to separate from the other when-

ever he so desires, without requiring for this the permission oI

anyone, in denying also the need for permission in the joining

of two people, and in rejecting all interference, oI any inetitution

whatsoever, in their union, we shall make their relations with

each other even firmer, truer and more sincere'"
In connection with the fundamental reorganization of mar'

riage, the question of children will arise - their upkeep, educa'

tion and instruction. Society will not take children away lrom
their parents, but it will take upon itself their care, education anil



instruction up to the age of eighteen. It will assume the obliga-
tion to give every child an equal, integrated education, which will
prepirre him simultaneously for physical and intellectual efiort.
The young are the society of the future, and for that reason societr,
i-* interested most vitally in the proper education and instructiorr
of all children without distinction. In short, it .rvill beconre their
guardian.

Thc parents will have the right to natural authority o\rer their
children, but thi,. authority must not stand in opposition to mor-
ality, or to the intellectual development and freedom of the
children; society will retain for itself the right to reasonable
control and the protection of children from parental despotism.

The Anarchists will institute this fundamental reorganization
of urarrriagc and the family from the first days o{ the Revolution
by means of a gradual and rational process and not, of course,
hy mc:rns of compulsion.

CHAPTER V. GENERAL VIEW OF THE CONSTRUCTION OF
FUTURE SOCIETY

The basir: fabric of the future society is composed, in the
Anarchist view, of three elements. The first is the producers'
rrssociation oI lhe lieoplc, ]eadirrrr" thr.ough the syndicalization o{
production, to producers' communism. The second is the con-
sumers' association resulting, through the utilization of coopera-
tives in consumers' communism. The third is the territorial asso-
t'iation of the people, leading through communism to unity in di-
versity, i.e. the confederation of nations, based on the fundamental
principles of Anarchism - liberty and equality.

However, the Anarchists do not visualize future society in such
a simplified and schematic form. On the contrary, in their eyes

rt is represented by a far more complicated pattern, in lthich the
basic fabric is interwoven by innumerable threads of varied and
constantly overlapping human groupings, producing a great di-
tersity of rieeds and activities on thc part o{ the inclilidual. irr
thom society is finally rooted.
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THE EVERYDAY STRUGGLE

Organization, Tactics ancl Eoeryd,ay Tasl*.

To achieve and hasten success in the struggle against the
State Capitalist structure the Anarchists organize in Trade Unions
and strive to make them inclusive of the entire industrial prole-
tariat and the working peasantry. The revolutionary Trade
Unions, in the view of the Anarchists, are not only organs of the
struggle against the contemporary structure; they are also the
cells of the future society.

The Trade Unions of difierent industries, apart from the in-
dustrial association of workers in each separate industry, unite
on a city-wide basis in federal councils. And all Trade Unions
in the country unite in the General Confederation of Labor which,
adapting itself to changing conditions, will in the future take the
place of the economic organization of Capitalism.

Since the Confederation of Labor is the prototype of the new
organization of society, it must be built on principles which will
rerve in the future, i.e. on liberty - the autonomy of individuals
irnd organizations - and on equality Hence its organizational
principle will be complete Federalism.

Accepting fully the view that every political movement must
be subordinated to the economic struggle, the Anarchists organize
their own associations in accordance therewith and on the basis
of ideological affinity.

'They 
consider unification by ideological affinity in the Anar-

ehist propaganda groups, the further unification of these groups
into local federations, and of federations into the national con.
federation, as vitally important, sinee such a confederation, not
being directly involved in tke Trade Union struggle, would sup-
plement the Confederation of Labor in the field of mass propa.
eanda and the struggle against the political parties. The Confed-
eration of Anarchist groups, without interfering in the afiairs of
the Confederation of Labor, co-operating with and yet separate
fronr it, is opposed to all political parties without exception.

It will carry on a relentless class struggle and expose the



complete irreconcilability of the interests of the propertied classes
with those of tle proletariat and the peasantry. It will help to
clarify the historic sipiflcance of the proletariat, and the in-
evitability and necessity of the social Revolution. At the same
time, the groups must, in their everyday activities, reveal to the
working people the hopelessness o their situation both in the
capithlist and in the state socialist societies - whether the latter
is a o'Dictatorship oI the Proletariat" or eome other state socialist
form. They must point to the social revolution as the people,s
only escape from their miserable existence.

The interests of the international proletariat and of the social
Revolution dictate that the struggle against the Bourgeoisie and
all kinds of perverted socialism be conducted not only within
national limits, but also internationally. On the one hand, the
struggle must be maintained in the economic field against the
re{ormist Amsterdam International of Trade Unions and againet
the Moscow 'oProfintern"; on the other hand, in the sphere of
general politics, it must be directed against the political partisan
Second and Third Internationals. The guidance in this struggle
must be vested in the Interuational of revolutionary productive
unions, i.e. the International Workingmen's Association, estab-
lished by the unification oI revolutionary productive unions of all
countries at the Berlin Congress on December 25, \922.

As for the revolutionary activities of the Anarchists, their field
is not limited to the Trade Unions, but includes also the co-opera-
tives, schools, city and village administiations and, in general,
all spheres where the pulse oI working life is beating. The Anar-
chists, taking an astive part in the struggle for everyday interests
of the exploited classes, bring to it their Revolutionary methods.
Responding to all burning questions of the day, they relate them
to ttre final goal and utilize every opportunity for agitation,
propaganda and the organization of the exploited classes.

The Anarchists reject the path oI parliamentary activity.
Their tactics are based on the principle of direct action: mass

proteste, sdkes, boycott, sabotage and other methods of direct
influence.
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APPENDIX I
Hou the Problem, of Production' aoos enrsisaged
in the past
A. The Intematiorul.

Until the split in the International, the members o{ the Jura
Federation, in their newspaper Solid,ority oI August 20, 1870,

wrote in this vein of the future organization of Europe:

"In the future, Europe will coneist not of a Iederation oI dif-
'ferent nations, politically organizod in republics, but of a simple

federation of labor associationg without any difierentiation ac'

cording to nationality."
After the split at the Hague Congrese in L872, the Anarchists

elled their own Congress in St. Imier at which they envisaged

the {uture society in the following manner:
"The aspirations of the pr-oletariat can have no other goal than

the establishment oI a completely free economic organization and

federation, based on universal labor and equality, and absolutoly

independent of all political governments; and thie orgauization

and federation can only be the result of the self'reliant actione ol
the proletariat itEelf, the associations of artieans and autonomous

communeg."

B. Michael Ba.lcurdn.

Society must be organized "by means of the free federation of

labor associations from below upwards, botl in induetry and ag-

riculture, of scientific associations and societies of workers in
art and literature - at first in communes, then in the Iederation

oI communes in eaeh province, of provinces in the nation and

of nations in the International Brotherhood." (Message, pp. I97'
e8).

Then, "the land will belong only to those who work it with
their own hands - the agricultural communes. Capiteil and all
means of production rvill belong to the rvorkers - the workers'

associations. The entire political organization otr the {uture must

be nothing but the voluntary federation of free workers' both in



agricultural and Iactory-artisan cartels,, (producers, coopera-
tives). (N.P. 9?).

. In--such a society labor will be compulsory for all. It must
be collective and equal - all must woik. If former bourgeois
do not wish to work, while they are capable of doing so. they"will
be subject to the axiom: he who does not work, neither shall he
eat.

After the Revolution, city and village proletarians will
become owners - probably collective owners - in varying forms
and varying conditions, depending on each locality, p.ooii'"" 

"odcommune, in accordance with the rever of civirizatiorrand the wiil
of the population. The for,rer wi, become owners of capitar and
t: *u1": of production, the Iatter of the land *t i"t tt 

"y 
,rnitt

till ruith their hands.

The full realization of this problem will, of course, take a
century.

C, Peter Kropotkin,
Our production has gone in a wrong direction. Industrial

enterprises are not concerned with the needs of society; their onrf
goal is the increaee in the middl€men,s profits. Sta.ting out from
this point, the eoeial Revolution will have to organize production
on a basis derived from a concern with the ,re"L of ti" populu-
tion- The means of production must be transforred into the hands
of the people. Everything must belong to all. The organization
of production must begin immediately following expr:opriation.
Society must be organized on the principles of Anarchist Com-
munism. Our first task is the immediate realization of Commu_
nism. The main principle of the organization of the new form of
production is "voluntary agreement.,, Its concrete lorm is the
voluntary association within the commune, and the lederation of
communes. This is how Kropotkin wrote on this subject in his
"Bread and Freedom,,.

Kropotkin formulated other more concrete and simpler or-
ganizational forms in the later years of his life. In his'preface
to Paroles tun Reooh| (1919) he expressed his thoughts more
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precisely than he had expounded thern in "Bread and l-reedom".

He said that he had in rnind a construction evolved by society

itsel{, rising {rom the sirrrplc cell irr the village, the city district,
the Trade Union or cooperative, to the morc cotrrplex ,rrganisrns,

enveloping the city as a whole, the province and tLe rvhole naiion.

D. 'l'\rc Reuolutionary Syndicalism ol Pouget and Patau,d,.

Yet another Anarchist system, Kropotkirr sairl, rras poirrtcd

out by our comradt., the Syndicalist Porrget. irr his lr,,ok "How

rr,' rrill .'\tlrilrl lht' lllr,rlttli,,tr" lrr llri. lt,' -, I l,tllt llrl uirr irt

rrtrich tlre r\nart:hists saw the social uphtlaval fr<,rtt thtr vit'rvpoint

oI llrt' lrarL: uniorts atrtl 1[t,' syntlicatcs. I't-ruget rnaintairrs that

tlrc ll,'rolrrli,rr rrriglrl hrrvr bcctr tcalizc<l in France had it been

,lir,', l.rl lrr tlrr' 'l'r rr,l,' I tti,,t,.. 'l lr, l r lrrl,' I tti,,tt., r'r;rlllitlu
rrotlrirrg Ir'orrr tltuse who u oultl inr cst themstlves rt ilh power',

t'orrl<l ,'rpropriate thc Capitrtlists lrv the at:tion o{ their' (iotrgtt'sses,

rrn,l tlrcn orgattizc prodttctiott ()n n('\\'fottlrdatiofrs. sitttttltattt'c,usly

prclt:rttirtg alty stoppagc in prodrrclion. It is cleal that this could
l,r' achieved only by the rvorkt:rs lhctnst:'lrr:s throrrgh their orgatri-

zirliotts.
I di{I,'r fronr [)ougt:t irr st:ret'al details, lrut I gladly tecommend

Iris lro,,k t, all those rvho unrlelstand tlte inevitrrhililv and the

,'l,rscness of the social recorrstlrrr'liorr rvhich huuranil.y is r-r't to
c x Jre riencc.

\I)l)l,lNl)l\ Il

I TT A,=," ff,:X}-:J:T:,LL SM

1

REVOLUTIONARY Syndicalism basing itself on the class-war, aims at the
union of all manurl end intellectual workers in economic fighting organisations
strugglioS for their emancipation from thc yeke of wage slavery and from the
oppresrion of the State. Its 6oal consists in the re-organisatioo of social life on
the basis of Free Communiim, by mcans of the revolutionary action of the
working-class itsllf. It considers [hat the economic orgenisations of the prole-
trrirt ric alone cepablc of ree.lising this aim, and, in consequcnce, its appeal is



addressed to workers in their capacity of producers and creators of social riches-in.opposition to the modern potitlcat laLour pariiei ;hi;h-;il;;;;H;;;:
sidered at all from the points bf ni"* of econ6mit re_o.ganisaiion.
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REVOLUTIONARY syndicalism is the confirmed enemv of everv form of
economrc and social monopoly, and aims 4t its abolition by means of economic
communes and administrative organs 9f 6e_ld and factory ;o;[;r; ; ;h;--a;;i;of a free system_of councils, "entirely libirated 
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uovernment or poriticar party. Against the politics of the state and of oartieirt erects the economic organisation of labour; against the Government oi men.rt sets up the management of things. consequently, it has not for its obiect the
!9,nque,st ot polrtical power, but the abolition of every state function in sociallrtc. lt considers that. along with the monopoly of property, should disappear
also the moncpoly of dominltion, and that 
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torm ot,.the "-dictatorship__of the proletariat" will always be the ireator of"new
m<;nopolies and new privileges: it could never be an instrument of liberation.
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THE DOUBLE TASK of Revolutionary Syndicarism is as foilows: on the one
!l* ii pursues the daily.revolutionary sirrggle for the-;;;;;i,;.1;i;;;
rntellectu_al rmprovement oi the working class within the framework of existinp
society. on the other hand, its ultimate loal is to,rrse ihi."ii.r i"'it.;ri"i""l
dent management of production and distribution, as well as to the transfer intothetr own hands of all the. ramifications of social life. It is convinced that theorganisation of an economic system, resting on the produce, ,oJ Urlfi;;-ir;;
below upwards, can never be r'egulaied by 6ou.rno,eii"l-J;;;*i b;;;;r'lr^,i.
common action of all manl:af and inlellectual workers in iverv i;;";i, 
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industry, by the running of factories.by the productrs themselueslri,;.h';;;;
that each group, workshop or branch bf ind^ustry, is an a.utonomous section of
rne. general .economrc ofganrsatron, systematkally developing production and
drstflDutron rn the rnterests ot the entire community in accordance with a well_
determined plan and on the basis of mutual agreem6nts.
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REVOLUTIONIRY. Syndicarism is _opposed to every centralist tendencv andorg-anlsailon, whrch rs but borfowed from the State and the church, and which
stifles .methodically every spirit of initiativi ;e-;;.ry ind.;;;;;"t-Ao";;;:
Lentratrsm rs an artihcia.l organisation from top to botiom, which hands ireien bloc to a handfut of rnen_, The regulation of i[. ,k"i. of ; *h;i; ;;;r;i;.The individual becomes, . therefore] nothing b"t ,n 
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moved rrom above. lhe rnterests of the community yield place to the orivilepes
!i 1f5*, variety is reptaced by uniformity:. ir;";'"f ;;;il;ilili;..d; ;';;;i:.r;drsclpllne; reat educatron by a veneer. It is for this reason that-Revolutionary
Syndicalism advocates fedeialist organisation; that is to say, an organisation.
from. below upwards, ol a fuee unio"n of all forces 
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REVOIUTIONARY Syndicalisrn rejccts all parliamentary activity and all co-
operatio.n .with.legislative..bodies. Universal suffrage, on however- wide a basis,
cannot bring about the disappearance of the flagrant contradictions existing in
the very bosom of modern socicty; the parliamentary system has but one ob'iect.
riz., to lend the appea_rance of le1;al right to the rcign oi Iies aod social injusiice,
to persurde slaycr to 6x the seal of the law onto thlir own enslavemeot,
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REVOLUTIONARY Syndicalism rejetts all arhitrarily 6red political and national
frontie-rs, an4 it sees in nationalism nothing clse bu[ the reiigion of the modern
State, behind which are concealetl tllc mrte;ial interests of thi.possessing classes,
It- recognises only regional differcnccs, and clemands for every group fhe right
of self-determinatioo in harmonious solidarity with all other issociaiions of-an
economic, territorial or national order.
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lT IS FOR THESE samc re:rsons that Revolutionary Syndicalism opposes militar-
ism in all its. forms, and considers anti-militarist piopiganda as oni of the most
important tasks in the struggle against the preseni system. In the first instance,
it urges individu:rl refusal of military service, and especially, organised boycott
against the manufacture of war material.
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REVOLUTIONARY Syndicalism stands on the platform of direct action, and
supports all struggles which are not in contradiction with its aims, tiz., the
rholition of economic monopoly and of the domination of the State. The
methods of 6ght are the strike, the boycott, sabotage, etc. Direct action finds
its most pronounced expression in the general srike which, at the sarne time,
from fhe point of view of Revolutionary-syndicalism, ought to be the prelude to
the social revolution.
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AI-THOUGH enemies of all forms of organised violepce in the hands of any
(;overnfner*, the Syndicalists do not forgit that the decisive struggle betweeir
tlre Capitalism of to-day and the Free Cornnrrrnisrn of to-morrow, ;:ill not take
place without serious collisions. They rctognisc violence, therefore, as a means
of defq4ce against the methods of violrncc of the ruling classes, in the struggle
of the revolutionary people for thc crpropriation of the lneans of production
and of the land. Just as this crproprirtion cannot be commenced ahd carried
to a successful issue except lry tlrt.revolutionary economic organisation of the
workers, so also the defcnce ,rf th<: rcvolution should be in the hands of these
cconomic organisations, antl not in thosc of the military or other organisations
operating outside tht' cconrrrrrie .rliirrrs.
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IT IS ONLY in tlrt' rt'volrrliorr:rry economic organisations of the working class
that is to be forrn,l tlrt.powtr able to carry out its emancipation as well as the
creative encrf,y n('(('ssirry for tlre reorganisation of society on the basis of Free
Communism.



Rebel Worker
oAnarcho-syndicalism is a libertarian worker.r ror"r.nt-buG
9.^ T" class struggle against the double yoke of Capitat &the State. lt aims to unite all workers in economrc combative
organisations (revorutionary syndicarist unions) with the conscr-ous goal of the reorganisation of sociar rife on the basrsof libertarian communism.

o Anarcho-syndicarist organisations have a twoford f unction.Firstly, the revolutionary strugglq for economic and sociat
improvement within existing capitalist society, and secondly
th-. workersr self-education towards complete self-managementof production and distribution through the sociarisation ofall wealth.

oAnarcho-syndicarism stands compretery opposed to ail economic
and social monopory. rt does not seek the conquest of poritical
power, but rather the total abolition of all state functionsin the life of society. Hence it rejects all parliamentary
activity and other collaboration with legislative bodies. lt
stands for f ighting organisations in the workplace and commun_ity, independent of, and opposed to all political parties and
Trade Union bureaucracies.

oAnarcho-syndicalism has as its only means of struggle Direct
Action in all its forms- occupations, strikes, boycotls, sabot_
age, rhe General Strike, etc. To ensure the full participation
of all in both the current struggle and the future seif-manage_
ment of society, it opposes centralism in its organisatio-ns.
It organises on the basis of libertarian Federalism. That rs
f rom the bottom up without any hierarchy and with f ull f ree-
dom of initiative f or local and regional groups. All co_ordin_
ating bodies of the workers Federation consist of recailabre
delegates with a mandate of action determined by local
workers assemblies.

o Anarcho-syndicalism rejects ail arbrirariry created poriticar
and national frontiers. StandinO against Nationalism anct alt
Nation-states, it raises the banner of revolutiorrary lnternation-
alism, both in spirit and in concrete global action and mutual
aid.

o Anarcho-syndicalism cpposes ractsm, sexrsm, mrlitarism
and all attitudes and institutions that stand in the way o{
equality and the right of all people everywhere to control
their own lives and their environment.


