ANARCHIST BOOKFAIR 2015

We don’t have dedicated film
or youth spaces this year

elcome to the 34th London Anarchist Bookfair. Unless you got this programme |

before the bookfair, you have worked out that we have a new venue. Holding the

bookfair at Central St Martins (CSM) gives us an amazing space and we want to
make it work for the future.The bookfair has outgrown most other venues, one way or another,
so credit to CSM for welcoming us.VWe might have a nice new venue but we still don’t have
the free world we seek and need so much.We still believe that Anarchist ideas can be part of
creating real revolutionary change and so we still think that bookfairs like this are a chance to
strengthen the ideas and actions we need to bring about change, or to resist the attacks we face.
The bookfair is a space where we can challenge ourselves and each other to try and strengthen
our movement but also to welcome and encourage those who are new to

anarchist politics or simply interested in anarchist ideas. Gl‘ound
100r
Like the best ideas,Anarchy is pretty simple when you get down to it - human L 1
beings are at our very best when we are living free of authority and deciding
things among ourselves rather than being bossed about. That’s what Anarchy
means - without governments & hierarchies, for total freedom & equality. So,
having set that out: the venue is dog free (except guide dogs), smoke free,
and people-sticking-cameras-in your-face free. The living free of authority
bit comes with the obvious need to respect each other, accept that not all

Granary
thinking the same is not a weakness, and above all looking out for each other. Square

The space is new to us so please help us make it work. All the stalls and five
of the meeting rooms are on the ground floor. There are four meeting rooms
on the first floor and the kids spaces are on the second and third floors. If
you have a stall or are with people who are running stalls the lack of parking
means being efficient and helping each other when packing up and loading

out. If you have not found anywhere to park, the info stall have maps of likely
places to park nearby.The outside of the venue is not part of St Martins, it
can be quite busy and there will be lots of passers by.

Thanks to the Lapiztola Collective, Oaxaca, Mexico for the cover image

due to lack of rooms, but we

hope to address both next

year.VWe do have a creche
(room C303) and older kids
space (room C202) again.The
creche is for kids from 2-8

years old, although under 2s

are welcome in the creche if
carers stay with them.At the
time of going to print we hadn’t agreed with
the venue where the gender neutral loos will

be, but we will signpost these for the event.

In addition to the wide variety of stalls and

meetings, Strike Magazine will be running an
interactive riso print workshop throughout
the day. See page 22 for more details.
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There is only a limited amount of food for
sale at the venue and no bar. But if you want
to eat or drink there are plenty of cafes and
bars nearby.

Thanks for coming, and for making this
bookfair a success and most importantly
using it to increase our resistance and
our effectiveness in the struggles ahead.
If you have ideas about how we can
make the bookfair better, more useful or
even just more fun contact us on mail@
anarchistbookfair.org.uk

Disabiliy access information is on page 23 of
this programme or available at the Info stall.
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Lecture Theatre One
(Room E003)
Ground Floor

|2 noon - Ipm

Militant Anti-Fascism: 100 Years Of
Resistance by M Testa (Malatesta)
Anarchists are fundamentally anti-fascist.
Militant Anti-Fascism looks at our participation
in 1930s Italy and Spain and the UK (1960s -
present). We need to appreciate our successes
but also look at when fascists have faced
minimal opposition, especially during the rise
of the EDL and other recently unopposed
events.Are we focused enough on the
problem? Or are neo-nazis irrelevant when
compared to attacks on the working class in
the name of austerity? We know where we've
been, but where are we going? Is it the right
direction?

Speaker runs the ‘Malatesta32 Blog’,
monitoring the far right.

Ipm - 2pm

No Borders Morocco

Fighting oppression at the Morocco/
Spain Border

No Borders Morocco is a network of
anarchist affinity groups taking action alongside
struggling migrants and refugees at the
Morocco — Spain border, which is the shortest
sea crossing between Africa and Europe and
has the only land borders between Africa

and EU territory at the Spanish enclaves of
Ceuta and Melilla. EU border policy is funding
systematic racism and brutality against the
Black population and as anarchists we stand in
solidarity with them.

Orgainsed by: No Borders Morocco

(beatingborders.wordpress.com)

2pm - 3pm

Undercover Research Group

We will introduce our work on mapping out
the activities of the undercover units, those
responsible and the networks between them.
This talk will focus on our efforts to support
people to get representation before the
Pitchford Inquiry and on our experiences
with research to expose further undercover
officers.

Organised by: Undercover Research Group
(undercoverresearch.net)

3pm - 4pm

Spain - the end of austerity?

The social movements in Spain have just
sensationally taken control of the councils of
the biggest cities. The “citizen’s platforms” have
agreed everything collectively in assemblies
throughout the cities, from who would stand
as councillors to what their policies would

be - and are now implementing radical anti-
austerity programmes which stop evictions,
reverse privatisation, provide water, electricity
and healthcare for all (whether they can afford

to pay or not) and tackle youth unemployment.

s this is the beginning of the end for the
politics of austerity in Europe?

Organised by: Reel News (www.reelnews.
co.uk)

4pm - 5pm

John King & The Football Factory
Author John King discussed the politics of
football and discusses the new edition of

the Football Factory: a book about modern-
day pariahs, people reduced to the level

of statistics by years of hypocritical, self-
serving party politics. It is about the insulted,
marginalised, unseen. Graphic and disturbing, at
times very funny, The Football Factory is a rush
of literary adrenalin.

Organised by: PM Press (http://www.pmpress.

org/)

5pm - 6pm

The Battle of Orgreave

“All you needed was an official starter with

a flag and whistle to set us off and we could
batter each other for three hours, go for
dinner, have a pint, come back and do it again
in the second half!” The Battle of Orgreave
by artist Jeremy Deller was a re-enactment
of one of the most violent confrontations of
the 1984/85 miners strike. It was documented
by filmmaker Mike Figgis and includes footage
of the clashes re-enacted, archived material
and interviews with Deller, Tony Benn, David
Douglass of the NUM, and Stephanie Gregory
of the Womens’ Support Group.

Organised by: London Anarchist Bookfair

collective

Lecture Theatre Two
(Room E002)

Ground Floor

|2 noon - 2pm

Janet Biehl - The Politics of Social
Ecology

The defeat of ISIS by Kurdish forces in Syria
has generated much news recently. For
activists this is especially true in respect of the
link between the organisational experiment

in Kobane/Rojava and Murray Bookchin.
Bookckin developed a way of organising called
Libertarian Municipalism which looks at ways
to wrestle power from the state. Janet Biehl
worked alongside Bookchin for many years
and concisely pulls together his theories in her
book “The politics of Social Ecology”. Janet
will talk about the theory and how it can be
put into practice.VVe may not all agree with
everything Boochin said, but this is a chance
to start the debate on how we organise

and move from a small unknown theory
(anarchism) to seriously looking how we
overthrow the present system.

Organised by: London Anarchist Bookfair
collective

2pm - 4pm

Black Flags and Windmills: Creating
power from below

This visual and engaging presentation drawn
from Scott Crow’s critically acclaimed book
Black Flags and Windmills illustrates through
stories, analysis and diverse political movement
histories how individuals and communities can
create collective liberation to change their
own worlds by creating power from below.

It covers how the ideas, philosophies and
practices of anarchism have grown, shaping and
influencing modern political movements and
tendencies from the post-Seattle alternative
globalization movements to the Common
Ground Collective after Hurricane Katrina,
the Occupy uprisings, environmental and
animal rights movements and beyond. It also
covers the rise of the surveillance state and
the implications of political activism being
labelled ‘terrorism’. The presentation which

is equal parts personal story, radical history
and organizing philosophies asks how we
engage in social change, the real and perceived
challenges presented by the state and power
and dares us to rethink how we engage in
creating sustainable and liberatory futures.
Speaker: Scott Crow. Organised by: London
Anarchist Bookfair collective

4pm - 6pm

The Rojava Revolution - what

is really happening in Western
Kurdistan

Many anarchists have been celebrating political
changes in the Kurdish areas of Syria as a
genuine social revolution despite appalling
conditions of war. Others have been more
skeptical. So what is really happening? Jeff Miley
and Evrim Yilmaz have both been there and
will talk about the revolution’s achievements
as well as its challenges. There will be plenty of
time for debate and discussion.

Organised by: London Anarchist Bookfair
collective
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beatingborders.wordpress.com
undercoverresearch.net
http://www.reelnews
co.uk
http://www.pmpress



http://www.weareplanc
mailto:norwichsf%40riseup.net
http://radicalhousingnetwork.org/
https://actioneastend
wordpress.com/



