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| for autonomous resistance

Now appeurihglin a campaign near you... The

most predictable story ever told...YAWN! as

the vusval rag-tag vanguards make .
everything really horing...GROAN! as the BN ‘
lefties come out with the same old "vote

Labour hut.." shite...GASP! with surprise as IR

the working class take no notice of them...at I =

all...SCREAM! with horror when it all ends in
tedrs...

=" nwhat right have you got to say this" -  JN 21 open letter of resignation
(Cardiff Unemployed Workers’ Centre manager) / from the secretary of

"'shows a scub attitude to unions" Wales Against the JSA
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(SLP trotskyist)

"mickey mouse terrorism"
(Socialist Party)

"ultra-left nonsense"

(CPSA steward) ' \
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. "lefties? fuck ‘'emall" - (g (oo N
 (ex-WAJSA activist) £ 1 \ oo ]
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Dole Bondage? Up Yours!

An Open Letter Of Resignation from the Secretary of Wales A gainst the JSA

*

There was stunned disbelief at the Wales TUC organised ‘Right to Work' rally in Cardiff on Saturday when an ar?archisl strolled from the

crowd and hurled a custard pie at their deity on the stage - Tony Benn. It was almost worse than Pi
the shock of the assembled Lefiy hacks, that our comrade was able to deliver a short speech along

being personhandled away by stewards.

eing the Pope at the Vatican. so great was
the lines of ‘Fuck the Right to Work' before

After this and a brief fingerwagging from the Law, he made a hasty exit from the scene of the

outrage...which was j / ' ' '
utrage...which was just as well because by the time the Lefiies recovered consciousness, they were looking annoyed. After this brief highlight

the pathetic rally droned on, sending everyone to sleep with it's ‘No return to the 30's"...most reactionary Tory government since

(Freedom - 2™ October 1982)

It is now about two months since I ceased my involvement with the
“Wales Against the JSA” (WAIJSA) group...and two months since
the JSA started to come into force. As [ write this I still feel anger,
disgust and disappointment at the path that WAJSA has chosen to
take. I know other activists who dropped out at the same time share
many (but not all) of my feelings.,

The Decline and Fall of Wales
Against the JSA

There had been several repeated attempts in the last 18 months or so
to establish a anti-JSA/unemployed action group in Cardiff. Activists
around the local Trades Council had attempted to start a campaign,
and the handful of local anarchists and Earth First!ers jwere planning
fo try an set up a “Groundswell”; group. Amongst the Leftist groups
in CardifT, Militant Labour, the Socialist Labour Party, the Alliance
for Workers' Liberty and Cymru Goch were all planning their own
anti-JSA activity. However, due to a crossover of activists/contacts
the various initiatives were combined to form ‘Wales Against the
JSA”, during the summer.

At first things appeared to auger well for the new group. Sectarian
differences between the competing politicians seemed to have been
put aside. For once it seemed that the ideological trenches had been
abandoneds; Even more hopeful was the apparent acceptance of the
concept of direct action that had been brought to the group by the
younger activists with experience in the recent anti-roads, anti-fascist
and anti-Poll Tax struggles. Over 10 000 leaflets and posters were
produced and distributed outside Job Centres; several thousand

homes, in the area of Cardiff that several of us lived in, were
leafleted door to door.

However once this routine had been established the first cracks in
WAIJSA's “unity” started to appear. Now that propaganda was being
distributed proposals to back up this “promise of opposition” by
starting direct action, were made. These suggestions were not (yet)
rejected outright. Instcad the political specialists of the various

‘garbage.”

Leftist groups showed a reluctance to get involved themselves or to
fmcmpt to get information (such as the location of JSA
implementation managers’ offices) that might have enabled the rest
of us to take some form of action despite our lack of numbers.
Pickets/disruptions of Conservative MPs’ and councillors’ surgerics
were discussed. When the relative scarcity of Tories in the area
raised logistical problems it was suggested that we target Labour
MPs and Councillors nearer by - this idea was hastily postponed by
the Leftists who were/are still clinging to their ideas of “putting
pressure on Labour” (not very much pressure obviously!).

Although still giving the idea of direct action some sort of lip-service
the Leftists began arguing for caution and deferment and were
slipping back into their tricd and tested (and failed) methods of
protest. Concentrating instead on “building a demo™ and winning
support from the Trade Unions. Crucially the Leftists saw the CPSA
(the Union of many Benefits Agency and Emplovment Service
workers) as the key to success - not us unemployed. At this stage we
still.lmpcd to get numbers of unemployed people into the campaign,
hoping that such an influx (even a small one) could swing the
balance of WAIJSA towards a more pro-active and less mc(Iiatcd

strategy. Therefore, those of us arguing for action compromised for
the sake of “unity”.

As time progressed, it became clear (1o some of us) that WAJSA
hadn’t. The date of the demo, and of the implementation of the JSA
loomed closer. WAJSA were facing a potentially disastrous
demonstration. Most of those arguing strongest for the march (as
opposed to direct action) seemed to be the least to build it. There
was (.not surprisingly) little support from the Trade Unions., Given
thfs, it was suggested that because of a very real possibility that a
minuscule turnout for what was being built up by WAJSA as an “All
Wales/National demonstration” it might be /less damaging to the
anti-JSA campaign to either cancel the demo or consider alternative
plans. A tiny march would be a display of weakness by WAISA
which could result in a total lack of credibility which we desperately
needed. Howevqr for many of the lefiists the demonstration was. i;l
cttect, both the culmination/peak of the campaign in some ways and
the campaign itself amounted to the demo. and pleas to the "1ulmur
movement™. As it turned out, around 150 people, mainly members of
the various Leflist groups, trudged around Cardiff city centre in a
pathetic spectacle, that at best bemused the Saturday shoppers.

CPSA? NO WAY!

By this point, an even greater problem had developed within
WAISA. Myself, and most of the other activists had effectively
dropped out in disillusion and frustration.

Efforts to woo local CPSA activists by the leftists had finally paid
off and several Union reps turmed up for the weekly WAIJSA
meeting. This was scen as good news by the many who hoped it
would herald a new phase for the campaign. BUT it actually caused
the effective death of the sickly since birth WAJSA group.

The CPSA reps showed up and almost immediately launched into an
unprovoked and hysterical verbal attack on me and other activists.
They accused several of us of plotting physical assaults upon their
union members and refused to listen to altempts on our part 1o
explain ourselves. 1t was obvious that they were reacling to circulars
théy had seen about “Groundswell™ and the *3 strikes™ policy.,
WAIJSA was technically part of the Groundswell network - although
in practice all this meant was that Groundswell mailings were passed
around at the start of meetings. The “3 strikes” tactic had never been
mentioned in WAJSA before, never mind discussed or actually
planned.g The CPSA seemed to take little comfort in this. They then
responded equally negatively to all prospects  for mutually
acceptable action. The idea of BA/ES workers refusing to do JSA
work was dismissed as “ultra left nonsense” by a CPSA member
-and ex-SWPie o, who then declared that she would rather union
members implemented the JSA than scabs. Suggestions to target the
(mutual enemy) management, and perhaps occupy their offices, were
denounced as “Mickey mouse terrorism” by a Militant member. The
CPSA then stated that they would call the police if we leafleted
inside the Job Centre. The Leftists who had previously supported the
idea of “direct action” backed the CPSA all the way....

In a scenario that reminded me of arguments with “fluffies” during
the anti-CJA struggles - it seemed that those preaching unity and
tolerance the loudest were those causing the most division and being
the most intolerant of other peoples ideas.

I found myself the sceretary of a group whose strategy, tactics, (and
the ideology behind it) 1 was becoming increasingly opposcd to.
WAJSA’s near fetishisation of the CPSA and its “struggle’ had
placed in a position that, it could be argued, was open collaboration
with people who: on one hand were willing (reluctantly or not) to
carry out the latest of the Government’s attacks; and on the other
hand acting as a burcaucratic block upon militant action (by us and
perhaps by workers in the BA/ES). The CPSA has instcad embarked
upon a series of one day strikes. Such a strategy is near useless as
effective resistance - it does however provide a way of making
militant workers harmlessly let off steam., These strikes were also
not against the JSA but for security screens to protect them from us.
At the same time the CPSA were distributing circulars denouncing
the Groundswell network, happily playing along with the
Government’s divide and rule tactics.

It would obviously have been to our advantage to have had good
operational links with the BA and ES workers. But abstract calls for
“unity” and “solidarity” are futile unless there is something concrete
to base that unity on, and mutual actions of solidarity. No matter
how many empty gestures of support and platitudes are made, the
reality of the antagonistic relationships between claimant and dole
worker remains to be overcome.
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Iffective solidarity between claimants and dole workers may well be
possible, and | genuincly hope that this is happening in other
anti-JSA groups. Such hopes, however, cannot be allowed to confine
or define_the activities of these groups as they have in Cardiff. Any
grounds for building such solidarity here seem to have been
sabotaged by the CPSA. The attitude of the CPSA representatives
was disgraceful. They showed little or no interest in trying to
actually stop (or even disrupt) the JSA. At best they were merely
concerned with saving their own skins from justifiably angry and
desperate claimants. At worst they got involved in order to neuter the
campaign and prevent any sort of militant action. Instead of
solidarity they seemed to arrive with a totally hostile attitude to the
campaign.

The Leftists in the campaign (with the exception of the younger SLP
members) fell in behind the CPSA. This was partly due to their own
Party lines of “pressure the Unions™ ctc., but it was also down to the
composition of membership (actual and potential). white collar,
public service workers. When it came to the crunch they chose to
side with their own kind as opposed to the “lumpenproletariat”
unemployed.

One argument used in defence of the CPSA and BAJ/ES workers is
that they should not be held personally - responsible (either
individually or collectively) because “they are only doing their jobs™.
“Only doing my job™ has never been a justification or an excuse for
anti-working class behaviour - which implementing the JSA
indisputably is. The same Leftists making excuses for BAJES
workers have no hesitation in (rightly) holding scabs. bailiffs etc.
responsible for their actions. 1 realise that BA/ES workers did not
choose to implement the JSA when they first took their job.
However they should not have been in much doubt as to the
repressive nature of their job (although I accept that they were
probably not aware of just what degree of repression). | also accept
that using this line of argument, it could be claimed that anyone who
engages in any economic activity (waged labour, buying, even
stealing) may be playing a role in the “reproduction of capital” and
therefore acting in a manner which is (ultimately) anti-working class.
But there are obviously degrees of intent and consciousness of the
nature of my particular activity. Scabbing is qualitatively and
quantitatively more consciously and explicitly anti-proletarian than
working for the dole has been. However the comparison between
dole worker and scab or bailiff will, and has, been made by
claimants who the BA/ES workers by their actions act in a repressive
manner toward.

| am not arguing that, because of this. BA/ES workers should bear
the full brunt of anti-JSA ' resistance. Rather, that while I would
welcome any BA/ES worker who is genuinely interested in fighting
the JSA; the CPSA have no right and are in no position to turn up to
anti-JSA meetings and start making demands of the people that they
are going to be attacking as their job ( and then have the
arrogance/ignorance and insensitivity to deny they are doing
anything * wrong™). They cannot simply pass the buck to “The
Tories”. They have to accept responsibility for the position that they
are in and the function they will perform i.e. the nature of their
work, before there can be any basis upon which to plan meaningful
mutual action and solidarity.

Unfortunately in Cardiff such solidarity. as we have scen, has been
made near impossible by the stance of the CPSA. WAIJSA was left
with a choice as to whose side it was really on - it seems to have
chosen to act more like a CPSA support group than an anti-JSA

group.


















