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CHRISTMAS: THE SONG
REMAINS THE SAME
by Kenny

Once again Christmas is almost
upon us, and two separate bodies
of people will:try to speil our
celebration.  The Fivret s the
capitalist robbers who will bury
our celebration under tons of
grecd and glite. and the second
is those who moan and grumble
and bitch about the commercialism
of it a 11 and not even try to
iindsa sisnsof-seodness “Th .
Every year at this time, I start
to psyche myself up to enjoy the
holy day. You see I am determ-
ined not to let either of these
Zroups ruin ny Christmes,

When I was a boy, Christmas
was the best thing that happened
all year (apart from summer hol-
idays), the most exciting and
beautiful party of celebration
and singing and giving a nd recei-
ving and visiting of every year.
I still remember 25 o small boy of
seven or eight that many of
my toys were handma de by my Dad
and painted by my Mom. Shinning
in reds, greens and silvers, made
from wood, they lasted for years
and the feeling of love that was
buillt into themistill Jlasts. A
little la ter when money wasn't
S0 scarce, there would be one
really special gift, one year a
huge geology set with minerals and
& bunson burner and glass t ubing
to melt, and another year a magnif-
icent castle of tin with Robin Hood
and-che Sherr F Fithtigr b o0 on
the livine voom wug, For yeaps T
received a parcel every year from
England and one year it contained
o brave knipght on pramcing =tecad
all in lead and it wighed about
hal® a pound and if I head 1t today
it would be worth a small fortune.

For several weeks before
Christmas, Mr. Hussey our music
teacher at school would have us
all going through hours of chor-
al work for the Christmas EoHecort,
How we sang those carols! God we
were good, we sounded (to our
minds) like the choir at Cambrid-
ge or Oxford in England. I wish
kids still did choral sSingine; T
would love to hear it again. I
remember the Christmas concerts

at club 35. Seventy or maybe a
hundred clod hopping farmers and
loggers and their wives all brave
1111 fitting sults from t he
Eatons catalogue, simple but de-
cent folks crowding in to see the
biggest show of the year. The
nativity scene with us wearing
bath towels around our heads and

a fat 3anta coming out of a card-
board fireplace, and a kid with
two teeth blacked out singing '"all
I want for Christmas is my two
front teeth". That's how Christ-
mas was for me as a kid. Today

Lt 's almost still Jike that. Now
I go to the Christmas concert at
my kids school and sit in the gud-
ience like an old man and watch

my kids and my nsighbours kids do
their stuff. ove it L ainp
the carols out 1oud making no ex-
cuses for my corniness and the wor-
ds of Hark the Herald Angcls Sino
still make me emotional and T still
Teey Tikge ¢ kid Tiv.as Chet resl
Christmas of long ago. No, »o one
is going to spoil mv Christmas this
year. The capitalism and commerc-
ialism isn't going to bother me
because my Christmas is a glowing
little ball of ha ppiness inside
me. My friends cynicism wont dam-
pen my spirits either because I
know that despit it all they are
good people maybe just a little
older and more tired than me. Any.-
way that's the kind of Christmas

L wish for a1l of you and krow that

you will have if you keep it in
your heart.




A DISARMING CHRISTMAS
by Fr. Emmanuel Charles McCarthy

gf Christmas is
gpirit of peace.

It is not the spirit of war. It
1s the spirit of joy and meekness
not revenge and violence. The
decorations, the lights, the
trees, the music all come from
and speak to that universal long-
ing for genuine peace on earth.

The spirit
above agll the

Yet, the sale of war toys has
increased 350% since 1982. ° The
top selling toys are toys that
seduce children inte playing hom=
itide. G.1. Joa__a grotesque and
vicious killer, the utter Oppos-—
ite of the spirit of Christmas is
continually a big seller at Christ-
mas. We can assume that this year
one company or another that could .
not' care less about the truth, love
and holiness of this Christian

feast day will try to Ramboize Chri-

stmas for a quick buck. It is alse
reasonable to_assume that they will
succeed and that Christian parents
and children will a gain be had by
the pagan con artist of Hollywood
and Madison avenue.

What this means is that on Christ-

mas morning in front of the stable
of the Prince of Peace, millions of
little Christian children will be
living in the murderous, hate-filled
spirit that Rambo, G.I. Joe,. toy
machine guns etc. require them to
use. . Tov play homicide one must put
on the mind of homicide. But the
homicidal mind is not the mind of
Christ. To give a child a war toy
is to entice him or her into put-
ting on the killer consciousness
where conflict is resolved by the
destruction and humiliation of the
other party. Indeed to give a war
toy is to nurture him or her into
enjoying the subtle but powerful
pleasure of the destruction and hu-
miliation of those with whom one
disagrees.

To those who say, "War toys
are educationally and morally
DueLradl ST She ~MTHAE Y e 1ot
true - and you know it." To those
who say, "War toys allow a child
to vicariously experience a hom-
icidal fantasy world and there-
fore ‘reduce the possiblity that
he.or she will participate in
such activity outside of the mind."
to those who say this I say "That
1s not true and you know it." If
little children are not damaged by
presenting them with toys that

- coax them into homicidal fantasies,

then why not present them with toys
that arouse them with lustful and
pornographic fantasies? We all
know what the truth is in this mg -
ter regardless of how many kept
psychologists and educationists

the big toy companies pull out in

" order to justify the desecration

of the Christian holy day.

Jesus said, "Anyone who welcom-
es a little one in my name wel-
comes me. But anyone who is an
bstacle, to bring down one of
these little onew who have faith
in me would be better drowned in

~the sea with a millstone around

his neck. Alas that there should
be obstacles. Obstacles there must
indeed be, but alas for ‘the one

who provides them!"

Please Christian parenté give
your children only what Jesus

‘would give them on his birthday.

Please, no war t oys at Christmas.

MATOR
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INNU UNDER ATTACK

On November 26, '86, ACT Peter-

- 'borough demonstrated fgainst the

- harrasment of the Innu of Labrador
by low level jet training flights.
Canada is soliciting to get a new
NATO testing and training cepntre
at Goose Bay. .The Innu of NTesinan
(Our Land) are not being consulted
of course but they are the ones who
are suffering. Jets sometimes in
pairs zero in on"hunting camps at
600 miles per hour often only one
hundred or two hundred feet above
the ground. This may happen as : t
often as 12 times in two hours.
Children and the aged are terrified.
The department of Defence itself
admits that the.F 4 Phantom oy of
West Germany emits a noise level

of 110 to 126 decibles, the pain :
threshold for most people. Jet ex-
hausts foul the lakes, small anim-"
als die for no reason (scared to
death or poisoned?) and the caypibou
these people depend on have been
Scattered for hundreds of miles. The
planes involved are from Canada,
Britain, and West Germany. ACT
Peterborough rented sound equipment
and broadcast sonic booms to the
people of Peterborough and handed

out leaflets describing the situa~. n

tion. About one hundred leaflets
were given out and despite the fact
that the technology didn't stand up
it was a good action. There will

.be.a meeting of ACT to discuss this
concern at the Peterborough public
library, on Dec. 1 (Tues). In the

meantime, call Dave Webster at 7.45-

4OOL (Projects for Change, 219 Hunter
The meeting will be to discuss

BCo
future actions, consequences, ideas,
etc.
a way of life is being destroyed.
is being destroyed by government.
Your protest will likely be ignored
by those in power, becasue they do
not give a shit about public opinion
unless it is a massive
people. 3ouget massive, support the
Innu, and revolt against government
tyranny.

revolt of the

FOOD BANK N&ED3 YOUR 3UPPORT

The food bank at Projects for
Change has been providing such a
needed service that as demand has
grown, resources have declined.
At ‘the time of writing there is
eight dollars in the account. We
could sure use a cash infusion
right now. Recently we have been
giving out about fifteen or twen-
ty bags of groceries per week.
What's in a bag? Usually it con-
tains something like this, 1 can
of beans, 1 meca roni dinner, 2
cans of soup, 1 six ounce bag of
rice, 1 can of: tomatoes, tea bags,

~1 packet of Jello, 1 jar:of pea-

nut butter, and asserted’ powdered
Juice mixes, cookies etc, Obvi-
ously this is just enough to hold

_Someone over for a day or two,
‘usually before their benefits come

in. Who uses the bank? Not sur-
prisingly, young single mothers
with little kids, but also young

This is an important matter, as Single men, and a few more elderly
It folks.

Is' there a catch? No, we
do not charge, we do not preach,

we do ask if our friends will fill
out a questionare, but they do not
Have "to-and it is strictly confid-
ential, we do not ask for names.
THE 3ALVATION ARMY HA3 TOLD U3 THAT
WE CAN REFER PEOPLE DIRECTLY TO
THEM thus they will not have to fill.
out forms at Sally Ann. {cont.)



ANVA ACTION IN OTTAWA

On November 12th, a contingent
of Peterborough peace activists
travelled to Ottawa, the nations
capital to join hundreds of others
from all over Ontario in demcustr-
ating against Canada's involve-
ment with U.3. weapons testing.

The action took place at Nation-
al defence Headquarters. It began
at 7:45 a.m. as hundreds sat in
front of the doors and blocked the
way of arriving employees. Sever-
al people dumped containers of
blood (both human and animal) out-
side the building, this was to
symbolise the blood which will be
spilled through the eventual use
of these horrendous weapons. - Those
who dumped blood were immediately
arrested and charged with mischief
to property.  About 25 Ottawa
police officers made the a rrests
while RCMP stood by ever ready to
assist if these violent (non---. .1
violent) terrorists should get
out of hand. The sit-in, chanting
etc. lasted about .an hour. Eventu-
ally 58 activists were arrested.
Arong this number were our own
locals.

9 ¢

Our folks had to return to Ottawa
for a court appearence on the 24th
of November and this t ime they were
put off until July of '87. Apparen-
tly they will not all be charged at
the same time (that is tried), but
must appear on three separate days,
the 6th, 7th and 8th. This is an

unnecessary ploy on the part of the

'justice'! system to punish the def-
endents by inconveniencing them,
even should they get off, '

"People in the country are not
aware of the extent that Canada is
involved in (U.3.) weapons testing.
The Mulroney government is taking
us deeper and deeper into an inex-
tricable process with the U.3."
says spokesman Peter Dundas of King-
ston.

open 18 fine -t00o,

(Food bank cont.)

The food bank is not funded in
any other way than by your dona t-
ions. We do not recieve grants
or loans, that is because we havs
not sought these things. We feel
that we would be binding ourselves
to state control which we will not
do. Further we believe that works
of*mercy, charity, solidarity with
the less fortunate should come at
some degree of personal sacrifice.
In this way we make common cause
with the poor. We are no betber
than they, we only share what we
have and urge you to do the same.

Food donations should be either
canned or dried or in sealed con-
tainers. This is because we -have
no refrigeration. We will take a
glft of money. Any amount from a
dollar up would be greatly appre-
ciated. Drop by the store at 219
Hunter st. on Mon. Wed . vor. Exdg or
Sat. Any other time the store is
You,can.call us
at 745-,004. Thank you all for

your support.
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DEVELOPMENT AND PEACE
AND PLOUGHSHARES

Canadian Catholic Organisation
“Tor Development and Peace heosted a
meeting at the public-library, Nov.
About 70 people heard from
“two local and two out of town speak-
exs - ‘on’ ‘the role of the laity in
transforming the church today.
Charity 1s necessary to relieve
poverty but justice must work to
change the structures ca using the
poverty. Development and peace
work has a low community profile,
does not yield quick or easily
visible results, and demands con-
sumate patience. Peterborough is
trying to form a diocesan council
f6r-CCODP. :

Kawartha Ploughshares is nat-
urally disapointed ‘at the city's
official rejection of the oJpport-
unity to become a Nuclear Weapons
" Peée ZAone: ° The 7-3 vote against
the motion is probably indicative |
of the political climate in Peter-
borough. The campaign was a success
however, in that it raised awaren- -
ess of the nuclear threat, brought
into the open the arguements of the
'peace through strength" constitue-
ncy, and gave us a good forum to
present Jesus and the non-violent
cross., 1 believe we must continue
this debate publicly, constantly -
challenging the use of force, or
its threatened use. The new way
of thinking Einstein said was nec-
essary challenges us to make non-
violence our method in working for
Justice at every level in our com-
munity, whether it is in tenants
rights work, food bank enterpre-
neurship or nuclear disarmament.
The devil theory about those who
maintain the current system has to
be avoided. They are not bad peo-
ple who must be overcome. They
are decent people with whom we can -
work.

Sheila Nabigon

-THE DANGEROU3 JEJUJ
(from 'Christians and Non-Violene
in the Nuclear Age by Gerard A.
Vanderhaar)

If his teaching ran counter to
the prevailing climate of opin-
1on, 'so-did his actions,. “dJdesus
was a friend of outcasts, crimi-
nals, prostitutes, and, above all
the poor, with whom he spent so
much time. He did not have a
steady job, did not settle down,
get-married, "and raise a family.
He repudiated wealth, and c onsis-
tently refused to provide for
his own security. His life, like
his teachings, ran counter to
many culturally accepted attitudes
But they got right to the heart =
of what the kingdom of heaven was
all about.

Social relationships, accordin g
to him, should be bases on service
and humility, not authority and
exploitation, or subservience. The
society of his time involved dom-
ination and exploitation, main-
tained by violence. Jesus reject-
ed domination. After describing
the way Gentile kings like the
Romans, lord it over their sub-
jects, he said to his followers,
"But you are not to be like that.
Instead, the greatest among you

'should be like the youngest, and

the cne who rules like the one

who serves." (Lk 22:26) v
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And when he was demanded of
the Pharisees, when the kingdom
of God whould come, he answered
them and said, The kingdom of God
cometh not with observation;
Neither shall they say, Lo here!

-@p 1o therer Tor, belold. the

Kingdom of God is within you,

Write Digger at 642 George 3t. North, Peterborough, Ontario, Canada

News, events, opinions and small gifts are 2ll welcome.

God bless,.



wHY WE ARE ANARCHISTS
by Errice Malatesta

Apart-from our-‘ideas about the
political 3tate and government,.
that is on the coercive mrganis-
ation of society, whith are our
gpeeific ‘characteristic, and thase
on*the ‘best ‘way to ensure for ver-
ybody free access to the means of
preducticn and enjoyment of the :
good things of 1life, we are anar-
chists because of a feeling which
ig the drivine foree for all sin.
cere social reformers, and with-
out which cur anarchism would be
either-a“lie or Just nonsense.

This féelinp $&-the Tevé'of
mankind, and the fact of sharing
the sguf férinys "of “others. "It T
eat I cannot enjoy what I eat if I
think that there are people dying
of ‘hunger; if I ‘buy a toy for my
child and am made happy by here
pleasure, my happiness is scon em-
bittered at seeing wide-eyed child-
ren standing at a shop window who
could be made happy with a cheap
toy but who cannot have it; if I
am enjoying myself, my spirit is
saddened as soon as I recall that
there are unfortunate fellow bein,s
Janguishing ‘in® jaili "“4£°T study, or
:dova’job:I enjoy doing, I feél re-
morse.at the thought that therg are
many prighter tHan T who atre ebli-

ged to waste their lives on exhaust-
ing, roftenruseless; or harmful tasks,

Clearly, pure egoism;-others call

it altruism, call it what yous like,
without it it.is not possible to be
an anarchist, Intolerance of oop-

ression, the desire to be free and to

develop one's personality to its
fullest: is not enocush to make one
an gnarehist. -That aspiration to-

wards unlimited freedom, if not tem-

pered by love of mankind may well
create rebels who if strong enough
scon become exploiters and tyrants;
but never anarchists.
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Digger was very gslad to et
copies of the Toronto AGAPE
newsletter 'Diakenia'. This
name was chosen because in Greek
it means to render service froam
which we derive the english
term deacon. The purpose of the
newsletter is 'to be a simple
link and service rendered t o dif-
erent groups and individuals in-
terested 1n keeping “in‘touch with
each other and sharing. Jecondly
it serves as a reminder that Chrss-
tian non violence cannot be prop-
erly understood excepnt in the vis-
ion of the whole messa;e of the
Gospel and in the particular call-
ing that we as a church have re-
cieved by Jesus to serve the suff-
ering humanity and ;ive our lives
as He did for the life of the
world.' To receive your copy of
Diakonia, write to that name, c/o
Jane and Roberto Ubertino, 1363
Jueen st., E. #8, Toremto, MLL
LO74

TOL3TOY.! 8- wILL

Tolstey's ides of saintliness
worked much hardship on his fam-
Lven as he despised the
notion of property inheritance,
his own large estate troubled him
with paroxysms of guilt.  His
altruistic intentions bosgive-it
all away split his household, and
his last days were marred by vio-

- .lent quarrels as his wife and som

tried to preserve some security
for themselves. Hating the very
idea of wills, Tolstoy signed
severad. of them in . an effort bo

.Glose every. loopholes the-last

only four months before his death
on a forest. stump to .prevent
family spying. Accordingly, his
land and literary estates went
'to the people' through his sole
family ally, daughter 3asha.
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OUR MAIL-BA

Dear Digger:

Thanks for reviewing my book. I
read the rest of your pubdlication
and although we start from diferent
places (I am not religious) we wind
up with a lot of similar conclusions.
It's certainly good to hear your
voice with all the right wing relig-
ious bombast (coming f rom people of
a variety of religions all over the
world) going on these days. The best
,of luck 1o you. Sincersly...

Harvey Pekar
Cleveland, Ohio, USA

Sl
Dear Digger:

I was very impressed with your
mag. You szem to have a sensé of
history that roots wha t you are
seeking to live and say in a gen-
eral movement of history that tras
nscends any particular experience.
I say this without diminishing the
value of personal experience: but
iwhat I mean 1s that many of us.in
the -left-field”gf tHings“det and
think as if nothing ever happened
before our appearence in history.

I especially liked your article on
what you have described as old :
church practices that you would
like to see again practiced in the
churches. I think you would be
happy to know that all that you
déseribe in that article has in
fact been lived by us here at AGAPE.
We were very encouraged that you
saw t his as positive even from an
anarchist perspective. I would be
very ha ppy to discuss this with you

in more depth if you are ever in
Toronto, why don't we get together?
Please forgive the spelling mistake
but what can I say...I am an imm-
Lierant, . .

In Jesus the foolish man from Gal-
ilee that we worship and adore as
God,

Roberto

Toronto AGAPE
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MORE ANCIENT CHURCH PRACTICES
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Charity: The church paid for the

burials of its members. The Church
offered hospitality to travellers.

A Christian brother on the road

was antitled to three nites lodg-
ing with no gquestions asked.
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PRAY IN A COAL HOLE <

A minister wrote to John Rus-
kin the British essayist and art
critic and asked for a loan to
help build a church. Ruskin re-
plied with a blistering refusal,
"Starve and go to heaven - but
don't borrow. Try first begging.
It it's really needful, stealing,
Of all manner of debtors, pious
people building churches they
can't pay for are the most dete-
stable. Can't you preach in a
coal hole first?"
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