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DUKE OF BEDFORD
CORRESPONDENCE IS THE COMING PEACE TO BE
THE SANME

L.ast month we published, in the form of an
imterview, a full statement of the Duke of
Bedford's position on Pacihsm, Civil Liberty,.
Conscientious Objectors, Total Disarmament,
and the need for a United Pacihst-Socialist
Movement of Opposition to the Churchill
(rovernment.

The Duke explained that he would take his i u ﬁ-;(‘_f
seat in the House of Lords only with the support B R AR AT Lt
of the working class and the avowed pacitist . LR DTSN 3
elements 1n society, as an enemy of war and ZRI R R 5
poverty.,

The interview, and the Duke’s article, Soviet | Tl R e XL S ) | ‘ T L A R SRS AR

‘ ..‘..g 25

- Russwa: A Sane View, caused great interest. FIRRIED f
~ The issue had a very big circulation, and despite A TN N | TR | T, AR
©  several reprintings, is out of print. Many orders : ST (\ovgh e R oA
. could not be executed.” Readers have imundated
w us with letters. These have come from all classes
and types. We have deemed 1t our duty to
publish some of these letters, even though the
fact of so doing compels us to hold over inter-
esting and 1mportant essays. The fate of
_ civilisation 1s in the balance and the opinion of
: every citizen who thinks at this time of crisis
| 18 precious and ought to be known. Your opinion
and your counsel are mvited. l'rom war to
peace—and to »eal Social Peace throughout the
world—how ? To each- reader we say: Com-
rade, think, speak, act! Let vour voice be heard!
What must be done? Say.

ALLS

Dear Aldred,—This 1s splendid, the August,
1941, Word.

The Duke and you are starting out strongly
and clearly on your Great Camprgn. 1 would
like definitely to join you and am drawing up a
proposal to send to you shortly for consideration.

In our Great and Desperately Immediate
Cause of Soctalism and Peace.

Yours Sincerely,
W. M., TEAPE.
Journemouth, August 7.

[The Rev. W. M. Teape’s career was outlined in
June ‘* Word.”” Scholarship and the study of ‘‘The
Secret Lore of India’ brought him to Socialism
and Anti-Militarism.—Ed.]
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Dear Sir,—I1 have great sympathy with most
of the views expressed by both the Duke and
yourself in the interview which you publish in - Reproduced from The Spur, Tune 1919
the August i1ssue of The Word. Particularly
important, as it seems to me, i1s the advocacy of

. a United Opposition of critical analysis and
- peace, comprising all the truly Socialist and the
pacifist movements; but such an Opposition
would 1deally be international in scope, and it 1s

The above prophetic cartoon was not appreciated when it appeared in ‘‘ The Spur ”’ in
June 1919. It was drawn by our then C.0. comrade, Henry Bernard, and has proven
to be a correct prophetic comment on the Versailles Treaty. Many persons were horrified
at our suggestion that that Peace was no peace. Time has vindicated the cartoonist

in this regard that the Duke’s reading of the and condemned his complacent Imperialist critics. We reproduce it to-day as a challenge
; situation arising from the hghting in Russia and a question. Is the 1919 Peace to be repeated? Are we to be thrilled by more
~ becomes especially significant. [ have always mockery? Or are we to end war and violence for all time? The question is one calling
held that man is not so inhuman that, i1f suffi- for the wise and determined decision of every good citizen of the world. YOU must
ciently stirred, his humanitarian feelings will not ! decide as well as YOUR neighbour, who is your mere enemy of the moment, but your

come uppermost; and we should be foolish “neighbour for all time,
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indeed not to take the opportunity offered by
the prospect of a more general disillusionment
among the peoples to drive home the lesson that
V may stand for Vanity rather than true Victory,
which 1s not the offspring of physical violence
at all, but rather of a right sense of moral values
resulting in the victory of man’s higher over
his lower self and a willingness to subordinate
selfish interests to the common good round a
conference table.
. Yours sincerely,
(CotaASKITLES

Littleborough, August 13. |

P.S.—1 enclose a donation towards the cost
of producing and publishing The Word in recog-
nition of its value o the cause oi peace.

-

- [We are gratefu! to the Rev. C. Gaskeli for his
consistent support and words of cheer in the struggle
to end the crime cf militarism and violence. He
has been a subscriber to ‘‘ The Word ' almost from
the beginning, and he has waved aside theological
differences, tc concentrate on the critical need of
loyalty to pacifism and humanity. He identifies
Christianity with tolerance as a human need and
right, and the redemption of humanity from the
reign of violence and dsstruction.—Ed. |

Dear Mr. Aldred,—Thanks so much for the
letter and for the literature you so kindly sent.
The Duke of Bediord is a personal friend ol
mine. We who want to save humanity before
it is too late must be held together in comrade-

ship.

Yours fraternally,

W. ROWLAND JONES,

St. Hilda's Vicarage,

Denton, August 18,

[The Rev. W. Rowland Jones has wriiten a chall-
enging work, ‘‘ Let’s Try Reality.”” This is pub-
lished by Allen and Unwin. A revicw will be pub-
lished of it in an early igsue.—Ed. |

Thanks for paper. [ have had correspondence
at times with the Duke of Bedford. He must
be urged to leadership. [ am writing him myseli
and hope others will also. |

| am recommending your paper as | think you
recognise that Church could do a good work 1f
it were not subservient to the State and vested
interests. - Some of us are trying to help from
within and at any rate refuse to be identified
with the present negation of Christianity—prin-
ciple without ‘practice.

A, K. SHREWSBURY.

Bury 5t. Edmunds, August 20, 1941,

The Rev. A. K. Shrewsbury is rector of Chevington.
We endorse his comments. The Church ought
MOT to be subservient to vested inferests. In
the nast teachers of Christianity werc cpposed 19
usury, war, and exploitation. Christianily had a
definite message of emancipation and social justice
for all mankind and did not kelieve in national
frontiers. The Church has sold its birthright. This
cannoi be toleraied. The pulpit should become the
centre of culiure and brotherhood, of integrity and
democratic social service. Its canons must de-

nounce cannons.—Ed.

Sir,—1 was greatly interested in the interview
with the Duke of Bedford which vou published
in the August issue of The Word. 1 would like
to say as a Christian minister how immensely |
appreciate the stand which the Duke has taken
so consistently on behalf of Christian principle.
| am aware that many sincere Christians differ
from me, but personally 1 cannot see how 1t 18
possible to combine a devotion to the spirit and
teaching of the Nazarene with a pursuit of the
way of war. The incompatibility hecomes
increasingly evident as the war becomes more
bitter and more ruthless. The Prime Minister’s
speech of July 14th with its quite open and
flagrant appeal to the spirit of vindictiveness,
should cause all sincere Christians who have
supported the war to re-consider their posttion.
[ am quite sure that the Duke is right when he
says that “as time goes on, the disastrous con-
sequences of the appeal to arms will become
apparent . to the most unthinking of human
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beings.”
I believe the Duke’s attitude to the question
of Fascism is perfectly clear and consistent.

What is happening to-day i1s that under the
stress of war the Fascist spirit and Fascist
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methods are becoming more and more acclima-
tised in this country. I have no great belief in
the possibilities of political action until there is

a radical change in the common attitude, and I

believe that what is wanted essentially 1s a living
Christianity. At the same time a man like the
Duke of Bedford can, I am sure, play an effec-
tive part in giving a lead to public opinion.
Pacifist opinion in Parliament seems an entirely
negligible force at the moment: | can only hope
that the Duke will increase its strength by taking
his stand as a spokesman on 'its behalf in the
House of Lords.
Yours faithfully,
- SIDNEY SPENCER
( Minister, Hope Street (Unitarian)
Church, Liverpool).

Liverpool, August 24.

Dear Mr. Aldred,—Ignoring all the accusa-
tions made by irresponsible persons against the
Duke of Bedford, | would like to comment upon
your interesting and revealing interview with
him. In these times it 1s not easy even for the
professional philosopher fully to define his
political and intellectual position. Obviously, the
Duke of Bedford has thought out a policy based
upon reason, and has, through stress and strite,
consistently striven to maintain 1t.
that he was one of the signatories to an anti-

~war manifesto as far back as 1952 proves this.

[t 1s probably true to say that the Duke’s
Pacifism 15 no more than an outgrowth .of his
Christianity; it 1s a necessary, but subsidiary
thing. The main object of the Duke's intellec-
tual quest has been to discover how, in society,
he can implement his spiritual findings.  The
Duke 1s a progressive Christian, a reformer
rather than a moralist. He believes (and no
modern thinker worthy of the name could con-
clude otherwise) that ethics, religion, cannot be
separated from the political and social life of
Man. This fact is an mtegral one. People who
have in the past failed to apprehend where in
fact the Duke of Bedford does stand, should
reflect upon his statement concerning the relation
of religion to society. The Duke, quite logically,
has attempted to bring his religion into the social-
cconomic sphere to purify and re-invigorate that
sphere.  Probably, like many Socialists, he can-
not envisage any other positive urge which will
effectively resist the Fascist challenge. Chris-
fianity as seen by such progressives must ceasc
to be the blind instrumenct of privilege and be-
come creative of Goodn.,s, Truth and Beauty.
Here is the core of this man’s faith, and let him
who will condemn 1t.

In respect of the suggested opposition to the
Churchill group it is necessary to exercise care
in defiming what shape thac opposition shall take.
Personally 1 cannot actively and directly oppose
Churchill nowe, although 1 am not 1n agreement
with his policy. The Duke of Bedford treads
as warily as I do myself. He would lead opposi-
tion to another Versailies. Most philosophers
and intellectuals would b= ready to join in such
a crusade. T would place what literary and
mntellectual ability T may possess, at the disposal
of such a cause working for the redemption of
man,

Yours cver,
E.. W. MARTIN.
Deaworthy, Devon, August 21.

Dear Mr. Aldred,—Atwcr reading The Word's
imnterview with the Duke of Bedtford, I would
like to remark that those who accuse the Duke
of being pro-I‘ascist have fotind a very good way
of playing Hitler's game. let them read any
brand of paper to discover what Hitler thinks
of gentlemen 1in public positions who hold
pacifist views. It won’t rake them long to dis-
cover—if they don’'t know it already—that the
attempt to discredit such a man as the Duke of
Jedford is an attempt to rid Hitler of one more
opponent. And anyway, my dear Blimp, 1s not
the persecution of those who disagree with us
mere Hitlerism?

(GGood Heavens! there 15 210 possible excuse for
confusing' pacifism with_fascism,  There is

The fact

literature enough. The fact that Hitlerism in-
cludes some of the essential changes—matters of
social justice—is very unpleasant for the con-
servative; but this does not mean that others
who believe in the essential changes have any

athnity with those who use bad means to achieve

only a small portion of the good ends.

Yes, unless we are to regard words as just
ecmotional noise, to call a distinguished gentle-
man who is a pacifist (in the true and full
meaning of that word) a* pro-Fascist is a fine
contribution to the campaign for bigger and
better truncheons. ST

To my mind the Duke answers all critics by
proving whole-hearted pacifism with his generous
offer to be the voice of a minority in the House
of Lords. FEven the Blimps should be grateful
to the Duke for this reminder that an English-
man can undertake the responsibilities of his
belief and position without thought or hope of
personal aggrandisement. '

Sincerely,
) OSWALD BILLAKESTON.
Ashburton, August 22. S

Dear Sir,—In the statement of your interview
with the Duke of Bedford on the subject of thé
present War and the need for its speedy termina-

tion, and for a bold drive for a better under-

standing among the Nations of the [Earth, refer-
ence 1s made to the Duke being a Christian, and
it 18 suggested that he should therefore receive the
support of Christian Bodies, especially that of the
Religious press. But we -all know how in these
dayvs of war the Religious press has surrendered

the first principles of true Christianity, and that

largely our Churches of all denominations have
allied themselves with the war-mongers. Of
course, there are exceptions, but these exceptions

are too few to wield any substantial influence with

the masses of Religionists in the country.

The minds of the People to-day are far re-
moved from things Religious except when the
hand of death comes near. The War is the first
concerr of our fellow-citizens, be thev Relizion
1sts or >ecularists. 1 think, the.ctoure, riat the
Duke coold reach the People more etfectvely and
with speed were he first of all to take his Seat in
the House of Loxds. 1 feel sure that the press
would give him due publicity. This first step
would, to my mind, reveal to the People that here
was one man courageous and firm enough to voice
the mind of hundreds of thousands of others.
One does not knew how long this War is to last.
None but the most foolish will say that Germany
will collapse as she collapsed at the last War. And
as there 1s absolutely no comparison between the
last War and this War, only a bold stroke by a
man of position and standing can possibly save
the situation and lead to the avoidance of a pro-
I{mgled War with 1its futile run of disaster and
(eath,

You suggest that the Socialist and Pacifist

Movement should conclude an alliance to end the
War. Dut where are the Socialists? You must
know that true and honest Socialists to-day are
as scarce as eggs. The Socialists, so-called, who
control the body of workers in the country, are
now 1 the pay of the war-mongers, and it is in
their interests that the Duke of Bedford be kept
down. Hence [ feel that the Duke will require
to act on his own, knowing that he has the moral
and all other kind of support which thousands

of the meantime silent citizens can ogive him,

The wurgency of the matter demands that
Action take place at once. With the Duke of
Jedford betfore the public eye and ear, and with
I'he Word and such organs driving ahead the
Cause for which the Duke speaks, the People
are bound in time to make hearty response. For
the present Administration at Westminster,
especially now that it has proved its incompe-
tence and impotence by the publication of the
Churchill-Roosevelt “ Scrap of Paper,” seems to
be on the point of committing suicide. The only
way to avoid this is for it to die a natural death.
The Duke can effect this in the ILords.

Yours fraternally,
ALEXANDER RATCLIFFE,
Bearsden, August 19, 1941,
[Mr. A. Ratcliffe is the well-known editor of the
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