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TOWARDS PEACE:
WHAT CAN BE DONE?

—_————— e e e

A Letter Answering Many Readers from
The Duke of Bedford

Dear Aldred,—

I should like to make a reply to the
many loval friends, some of whose letters have
appeared in The Word, who feel that 1 have a
contribution to make towards the estahlish-
ment of a better world. {(‘onscious as I am of
my own shortcomings and limitations, 1 think
perhaps | may have some such contribution to
make, even if it be only on the principle that

~among the blind the one-eyed man 1s king. |

certainly have a (m]h(lenuﬂ which does not, 1
think, spring from mere conceit, that if 1
had the political power to do so, I could give
this country the two things it so greatly needs
| pmvo and prosperity: the latter, not
hy reason of discoveries for which I myself
can claim credit, but because (unlike the
majority of M.P.s) | have, by the mercy of
(tod, at least sufficient sensge to know a good
thing when I see one! If to the blessings ol
peace and prosperity, those who look to me
for guidance desgire to add the erown of the
fullest happiness that thig life can give, I
can assure them, if they have mnot already
made the digcovery for themselves, that it may
he found in a Chrigtian faith based on a living
fellowship with God and on a rational and
wholehearted obedience to His commands.

There ig one thing that I should like to make
plain at the start, even at the rigsk of causing
some digappointment or giving some offence.
While I shall always welcome the suggestions,
the advice, and the constructive criticisms of
my friendg, I cannot, as some leaders of poli-
tical movements do, go against my convictions
or alter my policy to avoid alienating
possible supporters. If, after careful reflection,
I feel that a certain course of action 18 use-
less, mistaken, or morally wrong, |l cannot
undertake it merely out of deference to those
who are of a different opinion.

I want, now, to share with you my views
as to the task which lies before us and the
methods by which it can be accomplished. Our
ultimate taske:is the establishment of pros-
perity and social righteousness, and the first
step to prosperity is the setting-up of a system
which removes all barriers to trade and
adopts a financial technique which enables the
members of the nation, not forgetting any
who are unemployed, to consume and avail
themselves of all the goods and services which
indugtry and commerce, working to full
capacity, can produce and import. The
political leaders of all Parties have in the
past failed to give the country the economic
prosperity which they promised in their
election addresses because, from corruption,
mental laziness or over-pre-occupation with
other ideas and theories, they have ignored
the one thing that really matters most
from the point of view of removing the need-

- less evil of financial poverty. 1 pledge

myself, as soon as I have political power to

TO ALL MANKIND -
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Edith Louisa Cave!i was born, December 6, 1865, at Swardeston, Norfolk. She settled as a nurse in
Brussels in 1807, and was executed there by the German military authorities, on October 12, 1915. Her
heroic story shail be told in our next issue. As early as 1888, she endowed a Free Hospital in Bavaria.
When war came to Belgium, she tended friend and foe alike. Whatever its technical justification in
military law, the execution of Edith Cavell for helping 200 French and British fugitives to escape, was
a grave error in judgment; for it served to perpetuate hatred and so further war. True moral under-
standing would not have permitted the execution. Such understanding would have been of tremendous
healing value io the weunds of mankind. In her last interview with the British Chaplain, Edith Cavell
uttered the immortal words that F. W. Jowett, in 1924, had placed on her statute. They redound to her
glory. To Jowett belongs the credit of remembering and engraving them on stone in the heart of London
in such a way that the stone record transcribes itself on the living hearts of humanity. To-day, Edith
Cavell’s words are a vital call to all mankind. We must honour her memory with loving attention that
peace may arise throughout the world and war be abolished for ever,
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enable me to carry outf the ncessary reforms, to
make it my concern as a first instalment of
good things to come, to raise well above the
line of crippling and degrading poverty all
who have suffered so long and o needlessly. 1
make this promise with the ntmost confidence
hecause, unlike many others who have made 1t,
[ understand the wmeasures which must be
taken in order to give it practical effect. One
thing, and one thing alone, could seriously
hinder and delay me, and that is the con-
finuation of the proaent war until, by the

destruction of our working popula‘rlon and

industrial plant: the qml\mo" of our merchant

_shipping ; and the loss of our foreign trade to

the very sources of real we ealth
[f that point were

other countries,
are crippled and destroyed.
reached, then, while financial
atill be necesgary, it could give, for a fime
at anyrate, but a meagre return, for the
Yeason that the whole country wou Id be poor
in the real, as distinct from the financial,

senge, money  being of no value when the
power to pmduoo goods has 'been destroved.

This, therefore, ln'mm me to our Iimme-
diate task—the en(lmu of the war before our
resources have heen further wasted by senseless
destruction in an effort to attain right ends
hy wrong means.

There was a time—and such a time will
doubtless return and may even return shortly
—when a policy could most usefully he pro-
moted by speeches in Parliament: hy public
meeting; and by conferences.

Under the abnormal conditions which exist
at the present moment, however, all these
methods are, in my opinion, of small utility
lLiet us first take speeches in Parhament, a
matter to which I wish to give very thorough
attention, partly because Parliament and the
Government are wndoubtedly the crux:of the
whole gituation, and partly because many of
my friends obviously still attach great value
to the effect of Parliamentary apoeehea

It is, however, exceedingly nnpmtant to
realise the present strange mental condition
of Members of Palllament, a condition which
exists to an -almost equal extent in both
Houses, as may be gathered from 1‘@})01ts one
receives from the few individual M.P.’s who

have managed to retain their sanity.  'The
plan fact is that the vast majority of the

“members of both Houses have come to resemble

the ostrich of the Book of Job, in that God
(or perhaps the Devil?) ‘“hath deprived
them of reason ! They are completely filled
with war hysteria and emctionalism because
they believe what they read in the National
Press whose Editor-in-chief in these days must
surely be Beelzebub the Father of lies and
hatred! The result is that, to borrow a phrase
from the 1‘911g10ua field, they are completely
as far as arguments 1in
favour of a negotiated peace are concerned.
Every plea that can be put forward in favour
of peace has already been brought to their
notice times without number, sometimes by
the minority of intelligent Members already
alluded to and sometimes by a great variety of
outside agencieg, among which I can include
myself : but the effect has been nil.

The propaganda value in the country of anti-
war speeches made in Parliament 1s also now
universally smally for the warmongers’ Press
either ignores such speeches or reports them
briefly and perhaps inaccurately, giving undue
prominence to hostile replies in order to dis-
credit the peace effort.

Two things, and two things alone, can make
the slightest impression on Parliament in 1ts
present state of mind. The first is a further
succession of military disasters, shipping
losses, and disappointments with regard to help
from Allied countries; the second is a change
in public opinion towards the war. 1 will
return to this point later on.

Though I would not for a moment suggest
that they should be abandoned by those who
believe in them and find that they are able,

reform would |

THE WORD

even in a quiet way, to do effective work
through them, | feel that public meetings are
now of comparatively little value because,
owing to black-out and air-raid hindrances,
aundiences tend to be even smaller than before
the war and more strictly confined to those
who are already converted. If by any chance
the appearance of some speaker of unusual
eloquence, or a change in public opinion, did
bring large and receptive audiences of people
hitherto indiffetent to peace, the Government

would quickly take steps to suppress the
hindrance to their war effort, either by
imprisoning the too-eloquent gpeaker for

or-bv the
18811~

causing ‘* despondency and alarm,”
indirect but equally effective method of
ing, on the qulet, instructions to all owners
of halls forbidding them to let their premises
for meetings where the speaker to whom the

(iovernment took exception was likely to
appear.
In regard to conferences, the conditions

which now obtain have made the issues on
which effective-action can be taken so simple
and sgo few that there is really nothing much
to confer about! It is better to get on with the
job than to talk.  Some people think that
conferences are helpful for the planning of the

post-war world, but if we already know the
spirit which should animate international

policy in the post-war world and understand
the financial and foreign trade technique neces-
sary to give practical effect to our desire for
neighbourliness, it does not seem to me that
there is mueh point in trying to work out

detailed scheme when only wishful thinkers
can imagine that we alone shall possess the
deciding voice in the post-war settlement and
when we do not know, and cannot get in
touch with, the other important eontrihutors

whosge decizions will carry quite as much
weight agour own,
We come now to the point — and, in my

opinion, 2'most the.only point—at which prac-
tical effcit can, and should. be applied on the
materi- , as distinet from the spiritual, plane.
I have said just now that the only thing, with
the exception of disaster, that will make the
slightest  impression on the. mentality of our
war-hypnotised Parliament s a change n the
outlook of an adequate number of British
cihzens.  Militarist Members of Parliament
have repeatedly defended their attitude on the
cround that the majority of the nation are in
favour of continuing the war, and we have got
to face the unpleasant fact that as long as they
are able to say this with truth the war it
going to continue. Our first task, there.

fore, is to increase by everv means in ou:
power the number of people whose attitude
towards the war is reasoned and intelligent.
Each one of us has his own contacts and his
own opportunities, and of these he must train
himself to make the best possible use. ‘All that
is needed in the way of mental equipment is
now available for him, since he can obtain at
the cost of a few pence literature containing
reasoned arguments against every idea that can
be put forw ard in defence of the war and its
continuation. In Peace News, also, he can
find up-to-date comments on recent happenings
which are of extreme shrewdness and interest.

A working knowledge of the reforms needed
in the monetary and foreign trade system, if
the economic causes of war are to be removed

and prosperity is to be made possible, is a very.

useful asset to the worker in the cause of peace.
People are much more likely to become keen on
an early peace if they can see that there is a
chance of really good times ahead, and they
will become especially 1mpatient at the pro-
longation of the war if they realise that every
dav of its continuance makes the chances of a
rapid entry into prosperity less good. It is
particularly necessary to be able to convince
those who are lukewarm about peace because
they have well-paid war jobs, that there is not
the slightest reason why, if they can do a
useful joh well, the cessation of hostilities

should involve them in a lowering of their,

standard of living. = They should

prosonf

“this 1s not the point.

also be helped to realise the selfishness and
shortsighted folly of their outlook. Just
hecause they are all right does it really not
matter to them that _thoucsaml.s of other
people should ho killed or ruined? And just
for the qako of a few months’, or at most a
few years’, (mnpdmtwo prosperity, is it worth
while ’rolm'atmu a war which lw its continu-

-y

ance, may hring disaster upon the whole
country and, in the long run, involve them

also in a protracted period of acute distress?

But the ¢ ztension of an enlightened attitude
towards the war is not the only task. [t is of
the wtmost wimportance to drive howe into the
public, muind the responsibility of the Govern-
ment and of Parliament for the continuation of
the war. A hazy idea is common that Hitler

18 entirely responsible for the continuation of

the war, but unless, and until, Hitler rejects
reasonahle peace terms not deprived of all prac-
tical value by foolish clauses such as the
unilateral disarmament proposal in the Eight
Points, it is our Parliament and Government and
not Hitler, who are responsible for the continua-
tion of the conflict,

Our third, and perhaps in some ways our
mmt important, task is to convince those who
re opposed to the war of the duty, value and
m-ce..s‘siz‘v of making thewr views known con-
tmually to members of the Government and of
Parliament, not necessarily only their own
Members, though these should, of ecourse,
receive special attention. Anti- war con-
stituents of a militarist Member of Parlia-
ment commonly feel that it is quite useless to
write to him, and ‘rhoroforo refrain from doing
so, If by “useless” they mean that their
indiv 1(]118[ letters will not convert him to an
anti-war position they are probably right, but
Their action is needed
to qiwwe volume to the popular demand for a
negotiated  peace, regardless of what the
personal views of the Member of Parliamen®
mayv be. IKxperience with regard to other
1ssues has proved again and again that a
government will always alter its policy, even
against its own wishes, as soon as it has
evidence of a sufficiently strong popular feeling
against the plan which 1t proposes to follow or
alternately in favour of some other plan. At
the present time it is numbers, and numbers
alone, that count, anyhow in a very important
field, and it is those numbers that we must
create and mobilise, for apart from numbers
there is no hope.

Lhere is an old legend of a waggoner whose
vehiele got stuck in the mud and who, in his
agltahon prayed to the god Mercury for assist-
ance. Mercury appeared, but instead of per-
forming some miracle to assist the waggoner,
he suggested that he should.put his shoulder to
the wheel in the right place. He did so, and,
with this assistance, the oxen managed to drag
the waogon on to firm ground. Now our

"waggon ° 1s Parliament, and the Govern-
ment, deep in the mud of war hysteria and the

sticky, evil-smelling slime of Press dope. The
toiling oxen are our good friends Maxton,

McGovern, Rhys Davies, Stokes, Sir KErnest
Bennett, Lord Ponson by, and others like them,
who have neither lost their heads nor sacrified
their = principles.  The situation demands
pressure from the rear. Our job is to put our
shoulders to the wheel and shove, and as soon
as enough of us get shoving, out she’ 11 have
to come !

There is another reason why I would
impress upon my friends the need for
personal effort and personal Initiative.

They cannot afford to rely too much on the help
and guidance of one or twio men. At any time
illness, or accident, or the action of powerful
enemies may deprive them of Guy Aldred’s
help, or of my own, or perhaps of that of both
of us. If this should happen, seeing the great
task which is committed to them by God for
the service and salvation of humanity, can they
afford to become a disunited and dispirited mob
without purpose, plan or initiative — mere



































