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AIR RAID

Kire your guns, crash out your sudden death ;
Pursue your ends, your self-destructive destiny.
What matters life—or love—or hope

Of Beauty that the world was shaped to bear?
Belech forth your flames, convulse the night
With demonstrations of your maniacal strength.
Enjoy vour time-—what matters else

" Save noise and fire, the agony of Hell.

Follow on you bombs, release your racks,

Rain down upon your victims numberless.

Stay not your hands drom sentimental thoughts

Of desolated homes and military objectives missed.

Why pander to these stupid shibboleths?

The end’s the same, and man deserving of no other
fate.

(Give rein to your sadistic spleen and wreak

Your hideous pleasure on us all.

Crash out you guns, devastate you bombs,
Continue with your dreadful revelry; |

Yet remember  this,
From out the smouldering ruins and broken hopes
Will come a consciousness from suffering born,

- A flaming hate—implaeable and stern

'‘Gainst all you represent of Power and Greed.

* From pain and bitterness the weapon will be forged
~ To smash in turn the might of those you serve.
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By The Rt. Hon. F. W. JOWETT

(First Commissioner of Works 1924
*  Labour Government)

'

- [The following essays were published by our comrade

Jowett in the ‘‘ Bradford |I.L.P. News '’ for Friday,
March 27 and June 12 respectively. Jowett’s
indictments of Imperialism should be studied and
acted on by the entire Labour Movement. He is
Labour’s most powerful voice of sanity during the
present crisis.—Ed.]

(1) DEFEATING HITLER,

We Shall Not Defeat Hitler by
Supporting Churchill.

“ We must support the war to defeat Hitler,”
say many of the British socialists who are
supporting their Government in this war,
although they were whole-heartedly in agreement
with the [.L..P. in opposition to the last war.

In this article I want to say why, in my view,
those anti-war socialists who believe that by
supporting the Government in this war they, are

- helping to defeat Hitler are wrong.

But before I begin T wish to state clearly that
L speak as an anti-war Socialist, not as an
absolutist pacifist believing in the policy of non-
resistance.

I still hold the view which was expressed in
the officially endorsed policy of the British
Labour Party, until it swung over to the policy
of military alliances in the alluring name of
~ collective security,” in the year 1935. For 35
years the British Labour Party, although anti-

- imperialist and opposed to -military alliances,

agreed to the provision of whatever military
equipment appeared to be necessary for defence.
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Frequently, the party opposed increases of
armaments, but always it was on the ground
that the Party was opposed to The Imperialist
Foreign Policy for which they were intended, and
not on the ground that defence of the homes
and lives of our people was unnecessary or
wrong.

The first question those who say “ we must
support the war to defeat Hitler ” need to ask
themselves is : Are we, in truth, helping to defeat
Hitler by supporting the war? A question that
cannot be answered without frst of all taking
account of the fact that supporting the war
means supporting the Government in this war,
so far as the people of this country are con-
cerned. And supporting the Government to
defeat Hitler 1s a futile policy because it
ensures support from the Geérman people for
Hitler.

The Government’s declared intention 1s to
dictate terms to a defeated and disarmed
(Germany, which 1s therefore to be kept disarmed
by military force of foreign powers for a period
estimated by the British Foreign Secretary Eden
at twenty years. Is i1t likely that the German
people will cease to support Hitler with such a
prospect before them in the event of defeat, with
the memory of terrible privatioh and humiliation
under the ‘dictated peace after defeat at the end
of the last war?

How can it be possible for any anti-war
Socialist who has not been deceived by war
propaganda to believe i1t 1s possible to defeat
Hitler by supporting the war policy of a Govern-
ment, the aims and objects of which cannot be
trusted by the German people.

What in heaven’s name is thére in the present
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military situation to give the slightest encourage-
ment to belief in military victory to which alone
the Government is pledged?

The war which, when it began, was the result
of a clash between two chief rival imperialisms
—the British and the German—was from its
first beginnings bound to spread as the com-
combatants sought new allies and strategic bases
and as other imperialist powers came in to fight
for a share in the spoils of an imperialist war.

Every extension (save one, and that the least
desirable one from the point of view of the most
influential and powerful members of the British
governing class, namely Russia) has brought
with 1t a new crop of difficulties for British
imperialism.

~ The British Empire is in process of rapid
liquidation. Humpty Dumpty has fallen and can

never be put together again. As “Observer” in
Peace News, says :

““The Japanese have conquered Java.

has gone. . . . The Burma Road has been effectively
cut. Th.::lt is to say that the whole of the Far East
IS now In Japan’s possession; and the possession
Is secured by natural defences which, when developed
by Japan will be practically impregnable.’’

In this situation nothing in my opinion could
be less realistic than to support the Government

in the hope or expectation of a military victory
to defeat Hitler.

Rangoon

In this situation, more clearly than ever, it has -
bcjrcon}e of vital importance to deprive Hitler and
his Nazi Government of support which fear of

consequences of defeat with another dictated
imperialist peace has induced.

In the war of unimaginable duration to which
Churchill and his Government are calling us, and




_ after the last war!
- Lord Vansittart, l.ord Halifax assumes as con-

W

Hitler is calling the German people, there is hope
only that common cause in common suffering

- may bring the peoples of both these nations nto

the mind for peace.

And the first: step to this indispensable
approach to peace born of belief in a common
cause that we who are anti-war British Socialists
can, and must, take if we do not belie our faith,
is to get a Government that will challenge the
world to a new Social Order by its example.

A Government willing voluntarily at long last
to accept liquidation of the British Empire, and
to issue a call for peace recognising the right,
and agreeing to the distribution of the world’s
resources for the mutual benefit of all peoples.

(2) THE IMPERIALIST DIE-HARD FOLLY

We have not yet won the war and the day
of its ending seems to get further away the
longer we go on with 1it.

Speeches such as that of Lord Halifax, given
world-wide publicity in the daily press last
Tuesday (June 9th) make an early ending
impossible and they also make it practically
certain, in the light of past experience, that
even if we win the war we shall lose the peace.

Speaking to America and the world at large
as British Ambassador tao the United States,
Lord Halifax declared for the Vansittart policy
of punishing the German people as well as its
Nazi Government and Hitlerism. So Nazi
Germany’s chief propagandist, Dr. Geobbels,
after making effective use of Lord Vansittart's
warning to the German people of the fate which
awaits them if they allow Hitler’s Nazi Govern-
ment to lose the war can now put special punch
into this war propaganda by quoting the Prime
Minister’s most trusted overseas Minister, Lord
Halifax.

Lord Halifax, like Lord Vansittart, says that
when the Allies have won the war they must not

treat the German people so well as they did
Also, in agreement with

fidently as if the question had already been con-
sidered and settled, that the Anglo-Saxon world
(that is to say, Britain and the United States)
“ will be the guardians of peace after the war.”
Not Britain and France, chiefly, with Belgium
and Italy as junior partners, as on the last
occasion when the German people were held in
subjection after defeat, but Britain and the

U.S.A. only.

Others of the Allied nations, mcluding Soviet
Russiar and China, whose peoples have suffered
most and who are the most hopeful of all
peoples as future peace-builders, are not thought
worthy of notice by Britain’s Ambassador, Lord

Halifax, in this connection.

Even the Yorkshire Observer (June 9th, 1942)
expresses serious concern as to the effect of Lord
Halifax’s speech, and goes as near to calling for
its repudiation by the Government as could be
expected by a highly respectable pro-war organ
of partisan Liberal non-conformity.

‘“In 1918, says the *‘‘ Yorkshire Observer,’’

‘““ Government and people were alike swept away by

the cry of vengeance which arose in the first intoxi-

- cation of victory. The cry will be much fiercer now
and will have much more substance behind it.”’

The effect of this mad policy of lumping the
whole German people with their Kaiser-headed
militarist Government to the conditions of peace
imposed on the German people by wvictorious
powers at the end of the last war, and the
certainty with which that policy led to another
and worse war, can best be understood by refer-
ring back to experience and warnings placed on

record at the time.

There is evidence recorded by a cloud of
witnesses which were accurately prophetic of the
sad experience of these days. I will give two
examples whose evidence i1s quoted in current
1ssues of weekly journals. One 1s the evidence
of Mr. A. G. Gardiner, a journalist of the highest
character and reputation who went into Germany
and Austria shortly after the last war to get
facts concerning post-war conditions. The other
1s that of Mr. J. L. Garvin who denounced,

"THE WORD

before it was signed, the Treaty which was

forced upon the German people by the Halifaxes
and Vansittarts of that day and foretold its

inevitable result in this war.

How, having regard to this knowledge of the
consequences of such madness, Mr. Garvin has
become a regular staff writer for the Sunday
Express, is a matter for Mr. Garvin himself to
explain. There are many, however, who, like
myself, cannot do so.

For this is what Garvin's Sunday Express said
last Sunday :

““ The real feelings of this country were voiced by

Viscountess Simon the other day when she stood on

a public platform and said ‘1 WANT GERMANY
WIPED OFF THE FACE OF THE EARTH.

‘“ * That is my view, too,’ said Garvin’s colleague,
John Gordon, and proceeded further to reveal him-
self in the following manner :—‘ Pernickety minds,’
reluctantly Mr. Gordon admitted, ‘ might point out
that such extermination is impossible. | agree with
them as well. BUT IT IS AN IDEAL. AND i
WAS TAUGHT TO STRIVE FOR THE STARS;
EVEN IF | COULD NEVER HOPE TO REACH
THEM.”” (F.W.J. 1is responsible for - giving
Gordon’s own aspiration in capitals).

And here I will bring to witness what A. G.
Gardiner wrote 24 years’ ago, of the results of
that dictated peace, won by successful war
strategy of starvation blockade and propaganda
culminating in the devilish prostitution of Presi-
dent Wilson's Fourteen Points. Here 1s A. G.
Gardiner’s unquestioned evidence, recorded at
the time, of what decent people can be induced
to do to each other when a vicious hate propa-
cganda has been carried on for years:

‘“““For five years,” wrote WMr.
German and Austrian children—* that is for
almost the whole of life they remember—they
have been starved. They were never worse starved
than during THE NINE MOWTHS' BLOCKADE
THAT FOLLOWED the war. ... The fortunate
ones die (50 per cent. more infants died in Berlin
alone during 1919, a year of ‘ peace,” than Iin 1813)
the rest are starting their life with a physical and
mental inefficiency that will make life a burden.
The ‘ Engilish sickness’ (rickets) alone, the result
mainly of post-war blockade, has claimed hundreds

of thousands.’

““ Tuberculosis, in ali its variations, has swept the
child like a plague. In Leipsig there are 8,000
tuberculosis children, in Cologne 10,000, Berlin
30,000. The mortality of clder children has gone
up by 85 per cent.—nearly double.”

(‘* What I saw in Germany,”’ by A. . Gardiner.
Quoted in ‘' Peace News,”” June 5, 1942),

And this is what J. L. Garvin said at the last
dictated peace which followed a starvation
blockade war and vicious war propaganda. It
was prophetic. We are paying the price foretold
This 1s what Garvin then said of the last

now.
victory-dictated peace before 1t was actually
signed :—

‘“If the Germans are wise, they will sign, of
course.,

‘“ But if they signed and sealed it twenty times
over, they, like any other race in their place, would
determine to seize every opportunity of mitigation
or repudiation AS THE INEVITABLE TROUBLES
AND DISSENSIONS OF THE REST OF THE
WORLD ARE QUITE CERTAIN TO PROVIDE.

‘““The root vice of the whole Treaty is that it
leaves the German race NO REAL HOPE EXCEPT
REVENGE—no matter how long the revenge may
have to be deferred. In the whole Treaty there is
no glimmering perception of the constructive neces-
sities of Europe as a whole. UNIVERSAL AND
ABIDING ANTAGONISM TO IT WILL GIVE THE
GERMAN PEOPLE A FRESH BASIS OF COM-
MON INTEREST. AFTER PASSING NO DOUBT
THROUGH CONFUSIONS AND CONVULSIONS
THEY WILL BE SOLIDIFIED AND FORTIFIED
BY ADVERSITY. IT IS NECESSITY THAT
MAKES MEN STRONG, SUCCESS THAT
USUALLY BLINDS THEM.” (Quoted in ‘For-
ward,” June 6th, 1942 My capitals—F. W. J.).

How truly spoken 1s the second half of that
last short sentence in the light of our own
British experience. The British Empire is n
progress of compulsory hquidation !
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PAX CHRISTI
(THE PEACE OF CHRIST)
(A new policy for Christendom To-day)
By Rev. Albert D. Belden, 8.D., D.D.

Published by Allen and Unwin, London, at 3s. 6d.,
postage 3d. extra, Obtainable through the Strickland
Press, :

Gardiner of

“COMMUNIST”’
WAR CHARLATANISM

Chapter XVI. of Part I. of Socialism and
Parliament deals with Communist Parliamentar-
ism and relates the political charlatanism of

William Gallacher.

Since this pamphlet was issued, we have
collected a few more entertaining facts concern-
ing this unscrupulous “ Communist ”’ careerist.

On Thursday, June 26, 1941, announcing the
imtended withdrawal of the Communist Party
candidate from the Greenock by-election, William
(sallacher said :

‘““ The big questiion is co-cperation between Britain

and the Sovict Unicn in the interests of the peoples
of both countries. Therefore we will support the

British Government in any steps it takes to advance
and further that co-operation. . . .

‘““We have always opposed a peace or a ‘sell out’
of any kind. We have nothing to do with the peace
by negotiating party. | admit in some of cur docu-
ments we did not make that sufficiently clear.”’

We deny absolutely that the present govern-
ments of the warring nations represent the
interests of the peoples of the countries they
govern, Hitler does not represent the interests
of the German people. Stalin does not represent
the interests of the common folk of the Soviet
Union.  Churchill does not represent the
working:class of Britain.

(Gallacher’s reference to a “ sell out ” peace is
undiluted scoundrelism and worthy of the
political gangsterdom to which he belongs. The

truth 1s that, so long as the Hitler-Stalin pact

existed, Gallacher and the Communist Party

opposed the war and defended a German peace.

One

One can understand a genuine militarist.
can’ understand a genuine pacifist. " Dut one can-
not understand, except in the terms of hireling
corruption, this zig-zag militarist-pacifist capi-

talist opportunism, dictated by the foreign policy

of the Kremlin, and not by any. proletarian
principle or i1dealism. |

the Clydeside was
“Commumist M.P.’s

In the Sunday Mail for November 23, 1941,

(rallacher’s message to
reported under the heading :
Vactory Call.”

Our contemporary said :

‘““Mr. Wi!lia.m Gallacher, West Fife’s Communist
M.P., has issued a message to Clydeside weorkers

urging them to support the troops in Libya in ‘their

brillianti offensive’ by increasing production.’’

It then reproduced two paragraphs from
Gallacher’s message. We quote one, describing
the * Libya offensive " :

' The offensive will, | am sure, have a tremendous

effect on the people of the occupied countries of

Europe,’”’ he says, ‘‘ It will give them new hope,

inspire them with fresh courage, and urge them to
greater acts of daring against the invader. . . .”

This statement of opportunist pretence and
pseudo strategic knowledge requires no comment.
Gallacher knows as much about military struggle
as he does about anti-militarist integrity and
Socialist thought. All he understands is how
to trade in verbal falsehood for the sake of
Gallacher’s . personal  emancipation
Capitalism.

The Scottish Daily Express for November 23,
1941, gave another version of Gallacher’s mes-
sage under the heading “ Gallacher urges ‘ lovyal
enthusiasm.” ” :

Jeneath this heading, the letter-press read :

“Mr. William Gallacher, Communist M.P. for
West Fife, has issued a message to Clydeside
yvorkers urging them to redouble their efforts to
Increase output in support of the troops taking part
In the Libya offensive. |

““In an appeal to all shop stewards to attend Lord

Beaverbrook’s meeting at Glasgow next Sunday he
asked _them to make it ‘a mighty demonstration of
e-nthus._lastic loyalty to our lads in Libya and for
the alliance with the Soviet Union, an alliance Lord
Bea\;erb-rook Is working so strenuously to imple-
ment.’ "’ -

Anyone who has seen the film reproduction of
Beaverbrook’s meetings, or read the Express
verbatim reports of his speeches, will know that

within
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