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AUGUST, 1939:

Stalin’s Agreement with
Nazi Germany

Ribbentrop, German Foreign Minister, has come
to Moscow. He signs on August 23, 1939, the Pact
of Friendship, freeing Germany from all fear of attack
by Russia. Molotov and Stalin stand behind him.
This pact was broken, without warning, at dawn, on
Sunday, June 22, 1941, when Hitler invaded the
Soviet Union, without troubiing to make a formai
deciaration of war. Stalin faithfully kept the pact
to that date.

The Ribbentrop pact was defended by the ‘* Com-
munist ’*. Parties throughout the world as a pact of
peace until Hitler invaded the Soviet Union. In
support of this pact the *‘‘ Communists’’ organised
People’s Peace Conventions. Nevertheless, the pact
was a pact for war and not a pact for peace. What-
ever may be the deeper social and .ecocnomic causes
of the Second World War, the 1939 Moscow agreement
freed Germany for war and - so made the present
terrible clash inevitable. Our sympathy with the
common people of the Soviet, our condemnation of
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the German Invasion of the Soviet Union, must not
blind us to the criminal foily of a pact that was
designed for war, not peace, and was never intended
to emancipate the workers of the world from war and
oppression.
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“THE INFERNAL TWINS.”

In ‘‘ Collier’s Weekly ’’—the well-known U.S.A.
journal published in Springfield, Ohio—for July 3,
1937, Vol. 100, No. 1, Winston Churchill published
a striking article, indicting the dictatorships of the
world, and defending democracy. ‘‘ Collier’s Weekly.”’
is one of the most widely read journals in the Knglish
language and has editorial offices in Park Avenue,
New York, and Covent Garden, London.

Churchill deals very thoroughly, although his facts

are not completely accurate, with Spain. In its

contents, our contemporary lists the article as
follows :—
ARTICLES
WINSTON CHURCHILL
The Infernal Twins. Two unpleasant religions—
Fascism and Communism.

Page 12.

The article carried the following editorial introduc-
tion set out in black type:

What makes the Spanish civil war so inhumanly
bitter? Not the Spaniards. Behind this quarrel stand
two opposed and godless religions — Fascism and
Communism. Both are enemies of democracy. - Strip
vhem of their externals and vou can’t tell them apart.
Mr. Churchill reveals the essential character of these
uniovely twins.

The author concurred in this description of his
study. We cannot believe that the philosophy and
principles defined in this essay were dictated by mere
opportunism. Since this 1937 essay 1s of great i1m-
port to every citizen of the world to-day may we ask
the publishers and the author to reissue i1t, unaltered?
It 1s one of the Prime Minister’s most exhaustive,
useful, and sincere pieces of political comment. His
*“ Communist’’ and Labour admirers, and his Tory
supporters, cannot object to his guidance.

Read Winston Churchill’s *‘ Collier’s”’
‘““The Infernal Twins.”
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essay,

This portion of the front page of the *' Britansky
Soyuznik >’ (British Ally), published at Kuibishev, on
August 16, 1942, was radioed to the ‘‘ Daily Express.”
We reproduce it from our contemporary’s columns
with acknowledgements but without permission.
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On Augus: 14, 1942, Winsion Churchill reaches Moscow for a 4 days’ Anti-Nazi COnferénde with Stalin
| at the Kremlin.
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CREATE THE REAL
SECOND FRONT NOW

WHY BLUNDER ON?

Some Expert Opinions Considered

By The Rt. Hon. F. W, JOWETT
(First Commissioner of Works 1924 Labour
Government)

[The foliowing essay was published by our ccmrade
Jowett in the ‘“ Bradford I.L.P. News’’ for Friday,
Kiaorch 18.—Ed.] |

Commenting on the most recent bombing of
Cologne ‘‘ Observer '’ in ‘* Peace News '~ (June
16, 1942) remarks that whilst the photographs
of the damaged city show that the cathedral
escaped major damage, the report of 20,000
killed, although improbable, is not impossible.
‘“ But ”’ the writer adds:— -

‘““We may -supposé, that for the Germans, the
ra.d was a good deal worse than the worst of the
London blitzes. Whether the efiect on German
morale wili be different remains to be seen. |IF
Ti.E GERMAN PECPLE ARE AS DISCOURAGED
AS THEY ARE REPUTED 70 BE, THIS iS

SURELY THE MOMENT TO OFFER THEM A
TOLERABLE FUTURE.”

An offer of peace on specified terms tolerable
to the German people? Or, a threat of another
war front on the continent of Europe? These are
the vital questions which the DBritish pecople,
especially, have the responsibility to seriously
consider before it is too late. For, although in
the Treaty of Alliance between the British and
Russian Governments the contracting parties go
no further than mutually to undertake to attord
one another military and other assistance of all
kinds in the war against Germany, a Second
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across the waters of the Skagerrack, which are wider
than the English Channel. BMussolini’s hoot and
the Adriatic Aegean Littoral can be reached at
present only by way of 14,000 miie life-iines round
Africa.”’

Of France as the oniy ‘‘natural doorstep to
Hitler’s European f{ortress,’’ the ‘‘ Post’s’’ corres-
pondent states that Amecr.can experts believe it
wouild need the In:t.al use of haif a million men
with another millich men or more troops immedia-
tely availabie for a ‘‘ifollow-through.”” ‘““ANY-
THING LESS COULD NOT BE CALLED A
SECOND FRONT.”

Then follows in the ‘“ Post’s *’ Correspondent’s
message from  Washington this revealing

passage:—

‘““The grimmest gart of a coastal fanding is the
heiplessness of invading forces at the point of
debarking from ship to shore. In 1916 enfilad.ng
machine-gun and artillery fire infl.cied losses exceed-
Ing 50 per cent. ocn some of the British and
Australian units which stormead Gallipoii. TO-DAY
THERE ARE TWO NEW FACTORS TO0 BE
RECKONED WITH — DIVE BOMBERS AND
ARMOURED LAND FORCES.”

After careful survey of all suggesced plans for
a Second Front in Europe against Germany the
*“ Post’s ’’ Washington correspondent transmit-
ting American expert military opinion reduced
the possible feasible plans to two. One is to take
‘“ the natural doorstep '’ entrance to Hitler's
European fortress, before mentioned. The other
is to go through Spain to France with a quarter
of a million, sending at the same time another
quarter of a million by convoy to steam past
Gibraltar and land on the Riviera.

Of these two carefully selected plans the
““ Post’s 77 Washington Correspondent sums up
as follows in the final passage of his message:—

‘“ According to either Channel or Riviera plans,
our initial Army must be augmented by a B.E.F.
and an A.E.F. of 2,000,000 to 4,000,000 men. But
its initial success is held dependent on gun-gower
and air-tank preponderance to enabie re-conguest of
France and the seizure of Rhine bridgchecads in an
unchecked sweep. Advocates of the plan estimate
the Nazi garrisons in France 500,000 to 1,000,000
men. Berlin could provide reinforcements oniy by

is the time for an offer of peace on speciﬁéd
terms tolerable to the German people.

British Empire in the Far East has gone.
Even the system of blocked credit transactions
in foreign trade a German Invention which
more than anything created the rivalry between
British and German commercial power which
was the real main cause of the war — is now
supported by a special committee of London
Chamber of Commerce and the °* Yorkshire
Observer '’ tells its readers the glad news under
mighty-sized headlines—*‘* World Economy and
Commonsense.’’

Why blunder on? Why not make the attempt,
by the offer of a peace tolerable to Germans, to
create a Second Front where it will do most good
—1n Germany itself?

A PECPLE’S RUNNYMEDE

By S. D. FRANCES

“A  PEOPLE’S RUNNYMEDE,” Published by
Andrew Dakers, I.td. Price 5/-. Obtainable from
P.C.L.P., 5 Endsleigh Place, London, W.C.l.

Postage 4d., or can be ordered at any book-shop.

The signing of the Magna Caria was an important
event in the development of Engiand’s social life. So
important indeed was this historical charter that it is
recorded in most history books as one of the really
important milestones in the forward march of the
Briton, towards Freedom and Liberty.

Magna Carta, we learn from history books, sealed
the death warrant of tyranny and suppression,
stamped the hali-mark of Freedom upon King John

and was instrumental in making England a country

weil worth living in and fighting for.

But it has been left to Mr. Robert J. Scrutton in
the 20th Century to reveal the corruption and falsi-
fication of the common law and the resultant legal
network of Statutory Law which to-day, over-rides

stripping the Eastern Front, which would give
Stalin’s generals the chance they have been waiting
for to swing in a mortal blow.”’

and nullifies the claims for common humanity which
were made in the old Magna Carta. | quote one
example at random from the chapter on Common Law
which Is summarised :—

Front is so confidently assumed on the basis of
statements by responsible Ministers that J. L.

Garvin could say last Sunday, that:—

‘“ The news that a Second Front in Europe this
year is assuied by Britian and America has had a
magic action c¢f encouragement to Russia.”

—*‘* sunday Express,”” June 14/42.

No friend of the Russian people could be
etherwise than fervently willing to give them
encouragement in this terrible ordeal through
which they are passing. A Second Front in
Europe may be — doubtless it is — the sort of
encouragement the people of Russia are wanting.
Can it be given?

Will a Second Front in Europe help Russia
or increase its peril? KEven considered merely as
war strategy for achievement of complete mili-
tary vietory, a Second European war front could
be, at best a hazardous gamble, which if 1t failed
might lead to irretrievable disaster, not only for
us but for the people of Russia and their
socialist way of life too. In this connection it
would be well, for all of us on whom lies
responsibility for decision, to remember the case
of China.

There was a time, even after we had done so
mueh to build up Japan as a great military
power, when we could have helped Chinese
defence by withholding aid and patronage from
Japan. Now it is evident that the British-
American Asiatic War Front has put China in
greater danger of defeat than it was after more
than four years of Japan’s most revolting and
atrocious form of aggressive wariare.

To the ‘‘ Yorkshire Post ’’ last Monday (June
15th) its special correspondent in Washington
sent a message which consisted of a most exhaus-
tive examination of the Second Front proposi-
tion. Military specialists of America, states the

Post’s correspondent:—

‘““ have no illusions on the matter. (That is the
second front). They realise that a second front
means a total offensive, and that means a life and
death onslaught comparable to the titanic Russian
campaign.”’

1f the invasion were by way of Norway
‘“ Possession would still have our armies gazing

““ BUT THE CONSERVATIVE U.S. EXPERTS
BELIEVE THAT THE CONDITIONS ARE NOT
RIPE, AS YET, FOR OPENING A SECOND
EUROPEAN FRONT.”

The day before the ‘‘ Post’s ’> Special Cor-
respondent sent his exhaustive message from
Washington, Garvin in the ‘° Sunday Express ™
made this further admission of the stupendous
difficulty of the Second Front war strategy.

‘““ The shipping shortago is the bottleneck,’”’ said
Mr. Garvin. ‘

‘““It is the one remaining danger which the Allies
will have to overcome BEFORE THEIR OTHER
CAPACITIES FOR TOTAL VICTORY CAN BE
EXERTED WITH DECISIVE EFFECT IN ALL
QUARTERS OF THE GLOBE.

‘“ During these five months and more of 1942,
more allied ships have been sunk than have been
built. More enemy submarines have been built than
have been sunk. Their destructiveness has been
worst on the other side of the Atiantic and man-
power and munitions are now piling up in the United
States faster than maritime tonnage can be made
available for carrying them coverseas.’’

The question put so courageously by the Duke
of Bedford — ‘* Why Blunder On?"" 18 more
desperately urgent now than ever it was. Dr.
Goebbel’s propaganda appeals to the German
people for their patient endurance proves 1ts
importance and urgency. Exultant expectation
of militarist vietory because Cologne, kssen and
other German towns have been devastated past
all previous records is a deadly illusion. War
takes sudden and surprising turns. It may be
our turn next. |

Think of the uncertainty of Libya, concerning
which the ‘‘ Yorkshire Post’s ’’ Air Correspon-
dent on Tuesday last made the following fitting

comment :— ,

‘“ It does not matter for the immediate future
if Cologne is flattened by bombing provided there is
a pause for it to recover afterwards. But it does
matter if landing grounds in Libya are lost to the
enemy.’’

Surely now that, judging by Dr. Goebbels’s

changed tone in war propaganda, the German
people are feeling what war means (as we also

shall when our severest time of trial comes)—

settle practical difficulties in a practical fashion.

gressive

““The ancient constitutional rights and liberties of

the citizen were disregarded or violated :—

1. That he shall not be dispossessed or impaired in
the enjoyment of his property or the exercise of
his trade or in any way socially destroyed.

2. That he shall have safety and security to buy
and to sell without any unjust exactions or 1m-
plement.

3. That he shall not become strained to any uncon-
scientious act.

The monej power through their combines and
boards :—

1. Dispossessed men and deprived them of their
trades and their right to earn a living.

2. Subjected traders to unjust marketing conditions
both as to wares and as to services they had te
offer for the general good, and

3. Constrained men by economic fear and force te
exploit their fellow men.”’ |

And these statements are adequately borne out and

justified by factual details, all of which are clearly

given.

‘““A People’s Runnymede ’’ however, is more than an
interesting and instructive analysis of Law. The
Author is no armchair critic. He is a man out to
His
opening chapters, written in a racy fascinating style,
clarify vividly the post-war politicians’ endeavours to
maintain for vested interests a crazy economic system.
One feels that these politicians with their so terribly

profound statements, are comic actors in a pantomime

world, while you, the reader, have been taken back-
stage by the author and with him see clearly how
ludicrous are the antics of those pantomime politicians
and how completely disconnected they are from the
pulsing blood and flesh which is the real community—
the people.

You, the reader, are brought up against reality in
its most practical aspects and you find too that the
author has an answer to the problems of to-day.
Indeed he has a good many answers to the problems of
to-day and all are worthwhile contributions to pro-
thought and progressive activity. Mr.
Scrutton is not desirous of attempting to change cir-
cumstances by forming or continuing sectarian organi-
sations with a blindly loyal membership. His is a
call to the people; the people who sufier and cause
suffering ene to another. ANd it is a call that you
too cannet afferd to ignore.




































