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‘“ Your great grandad was killed
in that war.”

‘“ Your grandad was kilied in
that war.”

THIS WAR MEMORIAL BUSINESS: YEAR

STILL
GREATER

WAR I

| Price: TWOPENCE.
1950.

43:##1:-—-

[ Specially drawn for ‘“ The Word > by ‘‘ Gowrie.’’

war.”’

‘““ Your daddy and your sister and
your - granny were killed in that

“—H'm! Will | be killed and
have a war memcrial some day,
Mummy? ”’

IN WAR TIME.

To-night I look upon the sky,

Pale blue, with white clouds sailing by,
The trees are green, the air is still,
The purple heather crowns the "hill,
The waters run so quiet and clear,

And now and then my listening ear

Is charmed by one lone wild bird’s song,
That sings so clear the woods among,
Oh, perfect world, and perfect night!
My heart is swollen with delight.

Then comes the whir of aeroplane,
To change my joy to grief and pain,
A world at war, hearts filled with hate,
Blood, sin and shame in every state,
Guns, bombs, and bayonets, fire and death,
A curse in every human breath,
Oh! World of beauty, World of love,
- When will mankind deserving prove
Of all thy bounties, all thy joy,
And, thankful for thy mercies die?
—JOE CORRIE.

" FRONT PAGE APPEAL.

We make this a front page appeal, because, if the
readers do NOT, individually and coilectively, respond,
‘““The Word’” cannot continue in its present form.
This is news, urgent news. This paper is the most
independent journal in the country. It has no
sectarian bias and it stands for journalism as it
should be. Last month we asked for £1,500 to clear
our new press, to enable our pamphlet work and the
paper to continue. Will you please respond? One
good response from every reader— FROM YOU
COMRADE—will end this begging for a year. Please
respond.

This paper is sold on the street. The blackout days
make street selling difficult., Become an annual sub-
scriber. The journal will be sent, every month, post
free for twelve months in Britain or places allowed

abroad: 3s. 0d.

Don’t delay. Send your sub. and your donatien
now. ‘“The Word " is an essential journal if thought
and freedom are to mean anything.

———

CREECH JONES, M.P.

Member for the Colonies'!

CHAMPION OF THE NATIVE WORKER

—

Readers of these columns are familiar with
the courage and forthrightness with which our
comrade, A. Creech Jones, M.P. for Shipley,
has addressed himself to questions of con-
science, civil liberty at home and in the eolonies,
and, above all, rights of the native worker. His
speech on conscience describing his experiences
as a war-resister during the Great War of
1914-1918, made in the House of Commons on
May 18, 1939, and his defence before his first
Court Martial, have been reproduced. Also
hig great speech on conditions in the Copper
Belt, made in the House of Commons on April
10, 1941, and his concluding powerful cross-
talk with the Under Secretary of State for the
Colonies. We have reprinted an essay written
by Creech Jones on the subject of Civil
Liberties in the Colonies some years ago, and
also outlined his career since 1916. In our
comrade, the cause of liberty has a fearless
champion, and the native worker an able
defender and advocate. We feel that his stand
should receive the support of public under-
standing and appreciation. Parliamentarians
do not seem too willing to assist in this matter.
It becomes necessary, therefore, from time to
time, to direct attention to questionings and
speeches in our Anti-Parliamentarian columns.
Creech Jones makes full use of the House of
Commons as a sounding board. It is no part
of our argument against parliamentarism and

careerism to refuse to second his efforts.
Hence the present incomplete and arbitrary
survey.

On July 16, 1941, Creech Jones asked what
was the composition and terms of reference of
the Committee on Colonial post-war Recon-
struction, set up in the Colonial Office under
the chairmanship of Lord Hailey; what outside
bodies it would consult, ete. The official reply
was not very satisfactory, and described the
Committee vaguely as a fact-giving body.

On the same day, Creech Jones asked for a
statement on the work of the Cocoa Board, on
the arrangements for the storage and proces-
sing of the cocoa crop in West Africa, and the
price being paid to cocoa producers.

The reply was evasive and futuristic.

On- August 5, 1941, Creech Jones reverted
to the Hailey Committee question and asked
for, and obtained, an assurance that the new
committee or secretariat would not deal with
constitutional problems.

On October 1, 1941, Creech Jones asked that
a White Paper be published setting out the
development programmes submitted by the
respective governments under the Development
and Welfare Act. He pressed that Parliament
should be given the fullest information.

Six days later, he enquired on what grounds
of public policy the Government of Nigeria has
enacted legislation prohibiting strikes, and
whether it is intended to extend such a prohibi-
tion through the Empire.

Mr. Hall, that sorry caricature of a man, a
worker turned pseudo-statesman, replied that
such legislation had been passed in N.
Rhodesia, Hong Kong, Nigeria and the Gold
Coast, and was to be passed in Palestine.
Strikes and lock-outs were illegal unless the
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dispute was reported to the Governor. The
object of the legislation was to ensure that the
war effort was not prejudiced. Such legislation

would ' be enacted wherever the Governor so

advises.

What a study in a miner’s leader elevated to
the Under-Secretaryship of the Colonial Office!
The proletarian turned pompous and impres-
sive !

The following day, Creech Jones asked what
schemes had been submitted to and recom-
mended by the Comptroller of Development
welfare in the West Indies. In reply a full
description of the procedure whereby the
Comptroller of Development works, was given.
Sixty-one concrete schemes, dealing mainly
with agriculture and public health had been
submitted, of which 15 had been approved.

The next day (October 9), Creech Jones
asked whether the Ministry of Food would
furnish a statement of the profit and loss on
Government sales of West African cocoa.

Major Lloyd George stated that for the year
1939-40 the West African trading account
showed a loss of about £263,000. For the
1940-1 crop the Ministry of Food purchased its
requirements from the Cocoa Control Board,
and made a profit of £382,000 on these
purchases and distribution. This profit resulted
almost entirely from the policy introduced on
1 March, 1941, by which the Ministry charged
an additional £10 per ton to the manufacturer.

On October 14, Creech Jones made a vigorous
attack on the Jamailca Defence Regulations.
He asked if searching investigation would be
made into the administration of Defence
Regulations in Jamaica since the war, and
what steps were being taken to rectify the
injustices committed.

Mr. Hall refused. to accept his suggestion
that injustices had been committed.

Creech Jones asked if the Jamaica regula-
tions would be amended to the form adopted
in Britain after Parliamentary discussion.

Mr. Hall stated that the Jamaican Defence
Regulation corresponding to the U.K. regula-
tion 18B had been amended to conform exactly
with the U.K. regulation.

At this time, it should be added, the number
of persons interned in Jamaica was returned,
officially, as 1,055. Of these 1,036 were enemy
nationals, 11 British subjects, and 8 Allied or
other nationalities.

On November 26, Creech Jones asked what
steps had been taken in Kenya to secure decent
housing for the African people in Nairobi.

Mr. Hall announced in reply that approval
had been given for expenditure of £20,000
from Xenya Government Funds on the
construction of houses for African Government
employees in Nairobi, and for a loan of
£30,000 to the Nairobi Municipal Counecil for
a housing scheme.

On December 9, Creech Jones asked that the
conference being arranged by the 5. Rhodesian
Prime Minister with members of the Legisla-
tive Council of N. Rhodesia to discuss
amalgamation of the Rhodesias and Nyasaland
be cancelled, seeing that this action was an
interference with the prerogatives
British Government and calculated te create
disaffection in territories for which the House
of Commons was responsible.

Behind this question, as all who have
studied the matter know, was concern for the
well-being of the native.

The Government emphasised its precious
assurances.

The following day, Creech Jones pressed for
a statement on the proposed conference at
Salisbury.

Mr. Hall replied that the Governments of
N. Rhodesia and Nyasaland would not be

represented at the conference nor in any way

committed to its conclusions.

On January 28, 1942, Creech Jones chal-
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lenged, 1n the form of a question, the character
and quality of the work discharged by the
Colonial Services in Malaya during the
previous year.  Hall expressed complete
satisfaction on behalf of the Colonial Office.
Creech Jones attacked broadcasters and
journalists and asked them to apply their
criticisms to the whole problem of colonial

policy.

On February 3, Creech Jones asked to what
extent schemes had been submitted under the

Colonial Development and Welfare Act;
whether they would be considered by the
Dufferin Committee, and whether Lord

Dufferin could give proper attention to this
work, in view of his full-time appointment in
the Ministry of Information.

Mr. Hall replied that the time required for
this job was about one¢ hour a week.

Creech Jones ‘‘Is not that hopelessly in-
adequate ?”’

On February 4, Creech Jones asked why
recruitment for the African military labour,
pioneer and transport corps in East Africa had
been suspended.

The reply was that this was to avoid
competition from the Forces for the African
labour required for increased production for
war purposes.

Actually, this question was directed to the
matter of the exploitation of the native worker.
It was mnot the mere military question it
seemed.

On February 11, Creech Jones asked what
progress had been made in implementing the
recommendations of the Copperbelt Disturb-
ance Inquiry.

The reply stated that the recommendations

in respect of wages and conditions had been
put into effect. Domestic science classes for
the women had been started in some of the
Compounds. The United Missions were send-
ing out a third woman welfare officer. = The
mine managements were encouraging the
making of flower gardens, but have mnot
increased the size of plots.  The °° Elder”’
system had been accepted at all the mines.
Legislation providing for improved rates of
workmen’s compensation had been enacted.
Every encouragement was being given to
workers to bring their wives with them to the
mines. As for the extension of opportunities
for ‘Africans to take on skilled work this
matter was receiving attention.

On March 4. Creech Jones asked for full
details about the proposed conscription of
African labour in Kenya, and what steps had
heen taken to secure the most economic use of
the African labour available.

In a lengthy reply, it was stated that more
labour was needed for Kenya’s increased pro-
duction campaign in the war effort, and that
the present shortage was due to a large in-
crease of Africans in employment, and the
absorption of 47,000 Africans into the Army.
A Committee set up to examine the situation
had wunanimously recommended compulsory
labour for Africans. The proposals had been
approved by the Secretary of State. There was
an immediate shortage of 22,500 workers for
agriculture. |

By question, on June 10, Creech Jones
secured the mnames of the members of the
Colonial Research Advisary Committee: Lord
Hailey (Chairman), Sir Edward Appleton,
Professor A. V. Hill, Sir Edward Mellanby

and Dr. W. W. C. Topley.
The Labour riots in the DBahamas were




































