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'THE SOWER

“OUR CAUSE"”!

STUDY IN “ COMMUNIST”
CANT AND RANT

A

“The Daily Worker’' does not like the
Strickland Press. But then it never liked the
Bakunin Press, of which the Strickland Press
is but the direct continuation, without any
break or interruption of Socialist, Pacifist, and
Revolutionary activity.

““ A Worker’s Notebook’’, in its issue for
December 22, 1942, devotes its opening para-
graphs to a denunciation of our activity. We
make the following excerpt:—

Among those sources of anti-Soviet propaganda,
whose efflux seems to seep around pretty widely, is
the Strickiand Press, of Glasgow.

This institution, which owes its existence to the
legacy of Sir Walter Strickland, is administered by
an anarchist-pacifist, Guy Aldred—of repute not un-
known at least to older members of the Labour

movement. '
The Strickland Press publishes a periodical entitied

““The Word.”’ Its remarkable variety of propaganda
lines include pacifism, anarchism, Trotskyism and
social credit.

Here is a collection of samples from the current
issue:

“The recent Moscow celebrations, and the
references, for war alliance purposes, in the capitalist
Press, throughout Britain and the United States,
to Stalin as though he were creator of the Red
Army are nauseating to those who believe In truth
as a pearl beyond all price.”’

Unsigned book notice.

‘“We are entirely opposed to Stalin and do not
believe the enemies of Stalin are, of necessity, the
enemies of Soviet Russia.’’

The editor (Aldred).

Compared with past attacks upon our
activity, this comment is mild. The unsigned
hook notice clearly, as the paper states, was
written by ‘“The editor (Aldred).”  Our
contemporary omits all reference to the book
reviewed. Why? Was the work unanswerable.
The quotation from ‘¢ The editor (Aldred) ”

was a necessary introduction, very brief, to a

long essay from the pen of our comrade, F. W.

Jowett, defending the Soviet Union against a
short comment on the Soviet-Nazi pact we had

published in an earlier issue. dJowett Wwas
aliowed the final word in defence of Stalin and
the Soviet. Our explanation was to make that
fact clear. Why did not our crific say sor
But does the fact that we permitted comrade
Jowett to defend the Soviet, without replying,
make us a Stalinist?

‘“ The Daily Worker ”” proceeds to quote irom
Alexander Ratecliffe’s ecriticism of Soviet
casualty figures in his.article °* Falsehood in
War Time.”” It styles Ratcliffe the leader of

Protestant Action and states that his propa-

canda appears little different from that of
(‘atholic Aection. If Rateliffe’s analysis 1s
false, or if his facts are stated wrongly the
columns are open for a reply. This is a free
and democratic journal. Not one of the
contributors is sacred. We want the truth and
if the truth is with the Soviet in this matter,
our columns wish to record the fact.

Under a sub-heading ‘¢ Defeatist Duke "7, the
critic turns from Ratcliffe to the Duke of Bed-
ford. He says:—

Defeatist Duke.

Defeatism is represented, in the organ of the
Strickland Press, by the writings of the Duke of
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_Bedford. In his *“* War Commentary ’’ in the current
Issue of ‘““The Word’, he unashamedly uses the
_Allled success in North Africa as basis for advocat-
Ing negotiation with the Nazis.

Then follows a quotation in which the Duke
pleads for the forces of reason to make a peace
approach. The critic adds:— :

In his summing-up of the situation which filis him

with _ such hope, the Duke complacently counts
Russia out, as ‘‘ largely crippled!’’

What, ho! cripples of the Don!

A Lavish Press.

There’s money in this Strickland Press. | have
an interesting collection of half-a-dozen of its
pamphlets, printed, in these days of paper scarcity,
In astonishingly expensive style.

The heaviest, glossiest paper, in covers of high
quality, is used to embalm the views of the Duke
of Bedford—truly ducal style, in fact.

And just why should wealth be free now to
sabbotage our cause?

We have nothing to say against the tragic

heroism of the Soviet defenders, who, by the
way, are becoming quite an orthodox army,
comm:issioned and non-commissioned
officers, and signs of rank on their uniform.

j‘ fgllt "LV‘JheH"’ the hiSt()l'y of the Strugg]e 18 Wl‘itt(ﬂ],

' might it not be discovered that British and

American supplies have playved a tremendous
part in the Soviet battlefield? The heroism 1s
there, and also the tragedy. But how much
thanks is due to the bureaucratic dictators and
organisers of the Republic? Alsgo, let it not
be forgotten, that the Nazi host is entrenched
still in Soviet Russia, even though its days
may be numbered. |

The remark about money comes ill from the
Communist Party, whose remarkable changes
ef point on all questions, from tactics to
principle, have been dictated by subsidies. We
meed not go into that story nmow, which has
been discussed thoroughly in the past by the
present Conservative Capitalist colleagues of
the ** Communists.”

If our press is lavish, it is as our press has
been since we started it in 1906, unsubsidised
and uncontrolled.  Our propaganda is above
bribery and cannot be corrupted. Our press
is not lavish in itself but only in relation to
our means. Actually it is today as 1t has
been always, a rather poor affair in actual stafl
and machinery.

We like ‘“The Daily Worker’s ”’
about wealth sabotaging our cause! Was
““The Dailyy Worker” - suppressed for 1ts
loyalty to our cause? Did it support our cause
so long as the Nazi-Soviet Pact was not

phrase

violated ?' The answer to these questions are

known. They are factual and present a daring
study in zig-zag opportunism and corruption.
Why has not ‘‘“The Daily Worker’’ consistently
supported our cause since the declaration ol
war in September, 19397 -

We have on our desk, as we write, copies of
“The Scottish Daily Worker ’’ for these dates:
December 7, 9, 11, 12, 1940 ; January 13, 16,
17, 1941. Would our critic like us to quote
from these issues at length to prove how little
loyalty was shown to our cause by * The
Daily Worker” and the ‘°Communist”

Propagandists?

And here is a quotation from ‘‘The Daily
Worker > for May 14, 1940, attacking the
landing of British Forces in Kurope:—,

On this day British working men, on the orders
of the capitalist Government, face death and wounds

in Belgium in the biggest and most rr]urderous
international gang fight of capitalist society that
has ever been seen.

Was this loyalty to our cause?

In the ‘‘ Labour Monthly ™
1940, Harry Pollitt wrote :—
Labour’s own daily (‘‘ Daily Herald’’) hails

Churchill as Britain’s man of destiny. That is the
measure of Labour’s shame, a betrayal of every

principle of Socialism and Peace.

for December

He wrote much more to the same effect.
This extract is sufficient to demonstrate Harry
Pollitt’s lovalty to our cause!

have

THE WORD

~ Those who wish to know how well ‘“ The
Daily Worker’’ and the ‘ Communists >’ have
defended our cause should read the I1.L.P.
pamphlet by Thontas Taylor, ‘° Defend
Socialism from the Communists.”” At no time
has the Communist Party stood for principle or
pursued a policy of service to mankind. The
Communist Party is the most disgraceful and
most corrupt episode 1n world politics. lts
members are the most despicable and un-
principled hirelings the struggle of the classes,
and tne oppressions of Imperialist society,
have produced.
mentality of KFascism and they reduced the
propaganda of Socialism to a verbiage of cant
and hypocrisy. They combine the gifts of
parrots with the instincts of vultures and so
prey ceaslessly on human suffering. The Com-
munist Party is the Russian Counter-Revolution
retarding the struggle against
1t has spread disease throughout the working
class movement. Decent men and women
everywhere should view its activity with
horror.

To-day,” we offend the subsidised organ of
that party of corruption because we have ‘' a
lavish press!”” Actually, as stated already, we
have nothing of ‘the- kind, . Lt any worker
inspect our press and see for himself. One
monthly: paper. A lavish press!  What
nonsense!  But does ‘‘The Daily Worker ™
columnist recall the attack he made on us on
September 13, 1930, under the caption, ** An
Anarchist’s Epitaph?’’ 1t rejoiced then in the
fact that we were without money and bank-
rupt. We were very poor because of our
(quarter-of-a-century of tireless propaganda,
and so the stooges sneered ! Now they think we
a lavish press’’ and write, in opposi-
tion, but more politely. What knaves! What
sycophants!

[

THE IMAGE OF GOD

[The following poem was published during the last
war. Its author only became a Labour M.P.
many years after the war, partly because of his
opposition to war. We reprint the poem without
permission as a reminder to poets not to inspire
anti-militarism ideals and then, with dull career-
ism, turn pro-war.—Ed.
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I slaughtered a man, a brother,
In the wild, wild fight at Mons.
I see yet his eyes of horror,
I hear yet his cries and groans.
We met on the edge of the trenches,
Where murder, in crimson, rode.
When swish went my blade to his stomach.
I’d slaughtered the Image of God.

We’d never in anger quarrelled.
We never had met before.
But someone had dreamt of conquest,
And we had to buy it with gore.
Perhaps he’d a wife and children,
Through whose hopes and dreams he strode,
With the pride of a king in his empire.
An heroic Image of God.

And I asked myself the question,

' As I saw in his glazing eyes:

“ Am I my brother’s keeper?”’
Till the sod I trod on cries:

““ You made his wife a widow,
Made desolate her abode.

Your thrust made his children orphans.
You slaughtered the Image of God.”

The cold, cold stars keep blinking,

And the winds make moaning sighs. :
Men worship me as hero, and laud me to the skies.
But I keep on thinking dully, till my heart gets

like a clod,
Of the thrust I made in the trenches

That slanghtered the Image of God.

JAMES C. WELSH.
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SOCIALISM AND
MONETARY REFORM

Dear_ Guy Aldred,—As a Socialist there are one or
two things | would certainly agree with in Sir Alliott
verdon-Roe’s suggestions for monetary reform. There
IS no doubt that the banks with their financial
prestidigations have a powerful stranglehold on the
life of the community and the taking over of the
banks will be a very necessary step on the part of
any Socialist Government. But the banks like any
other essential feature of our community lie in the
hands of the ruling class, and the Government to-day
Is there to protect and safeguard their control and
priv.leges, a control and privilege which has its basic
expression in profit-making. Now as | understand—
the labour theory of value is that surplus value is-
created by the worker and stolen from him by the ruling
plass. Now actual wealth—money has no value in
Itself—is raw material plus labour power, which can
be_ used either in transforming raw materials into
things useful and necessary to the life of the com-
munity, or expended in labour service necessary to
the running of that community. What is the relation
of this actual wealth to so-called money wealth? My
knowle_dge of finance is confined to my pay envelope,
blt:(t) itl‘ltl I would like to ask a few simple questions
about it,

When the gold standard crisis was at its height,
prominent statesmen and so-called responsible editors
were -shivering in their shoes at the approaching, as
they thought, national disasier. “All this terror and
gloomy prophecy was occasioned by the separation
of the pound rrom the goid standard. When this
threat did materialise without the subsequent
catastrophe, the very gentlemen who had shivered
In their shoes so much, now expanded their chests and
shouted financial hallelujahs, crying ‘‘ It’s the best
thing that could have happened to the country.’”’
Curiously enough whilst this grave financial problem
was being decided, the railways continued to run, the
mines to turn out their usual quota of coal, the baker’s
ovens their supply of morning rolls — this before
and after the prophesied catastrophe. Apart from
its affect on foreign exchange, which is merely finance
again, this crisis of the gold standard, had no real
basic connection, apart from superficialities, with the
capacity of the community to produce real wealth
and to run the necessary services. The pound was
once based on gold. What was the connection between
gold and real wealth? The gold was taken away,
what is the pound now based on? And if it was on
any new measurement, what is the relationship,
between this new measurement and ultimately the
pound, with real wealth? :

It seems to me that if money is to have any real
value it must be based on real or potential wealth,
and as long as that real wealth is kept in the hands
of a minority, and assuming, that money is actually
based on real wealth then it is difficult to see how
the ruling ciass would allow its representatives to
create new money for the purpose of enabling the
community to buy the surplus products, which glut
the markets and fill the warehouses to overfiowing,
far less clear the debts of approved enterprises, unless
that new money in itself was again based on real
wealth, so that the capitalist would feel that instead
of getting a lot of useless pieces of paper in return
for his goods, he was getting something of real
value. It is only a Socialist Government, as far as
I can see, that can adjust a sane and serviceable
system of exchange between producer and consumer,
whether in the form of a pound note or a labour note,
because the wealth of the country being in the hands
of the people, and a Socialist Government being the
real representatives of the people, it is only then by
a proper assessment of suppiy and demand, that a
Socialist Government by creating new labour notes,
credit notes or any other kind of note, can solve the
problem of overproduction, thus allowing the wealth
produced by the community to return to the com-
munity. The new notes would be based on the
actual surplus weal!th of the community, and there
would be no danger of obstruction from a minority of
interests who controlling the actual wealth of the
community, would regard the issue of new money as
worthless pieces of paper, giving them no return in
real wealth.

As | said earlier in my criticisms of monetary
reform, | am not a financial expert and these are
just a few of the problems which present themselves

to my mind as a Socialist.

With best wishes, | am, yours sincerely,
A. FRASER DUTHIE.

Aberdeen, December 17, 1942.

[A strong Socialist article on this subject by Isaac W.
Braithwaite will appear next month.—Ed.
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