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OUR MARTYRED
DEAD

TO THE SOCIALIST MEMORY OF OUR
: COMRADES
HEINRICH ERLICH and VICTOR ALTER

who died at the hand of -the executioner, in a prison

in Kuibishev, one day in December, 1942, because

they had dedicated their lives to the cause of Human
Freedom.

r

INTERNATIONAL SOCIALISTS’
TRIBUTE

Tribute was paid to the life and work of our
comrades Erlich and Alter by representative
Socialists of the Allied countries. (other than

" the U.S.A.) opposed to Fascism and Nazism, as

follows :—
LOUIS DE BROUCKERE; CAMILLE HUYSMANS
(Belgian Labour Party)

A. J. DOBBS; LINCOLN EVANS; WILLIAM
GILLIES; J. S. MIDDLETON; ELZANOR
STEWART; MARY E. SUTHERLAND; JAMES
WALKER, M.P. (British Labour Party).

(Czechoslovak Social Democratic
Labour Party). -

LOUIS LEVY (French Socialist Party).

ALF SEVERIN (Norwegian Labour Party).

BERL LOCKER (Palestine Jewish Labour Party).
The United States appreciation was expressed by

the following Socialist and Anti-Fascist citizens:—

WILLIAM GREEN, President, American iederatlon
of Labour.

Professor ALBERT EINSTEIN.
Rev. HENRY SMITH LEIPER, Executive Secretary,
Universal Christian Council.

DAVID DUBINSKY, President, International Ladies’

Garment Workers’ Union,
Dr. ALVIN JOHNSON, Director, New School for
Social Research. |
ADOLPH HELD, Chairman, Jewish Labour Com-

mittee.
LEO KRZYCKI, President, American Slav Congress.
Dr. FRAN KINGDON.
JOSEPH WEINBERG, President, Workmen’s Circle.

REINHOLD NIEBUHR, Chairman, Union for Demo~

cratic Action.

CLINTON S. GOLDEN, Assistant President, United
Steelworkers of America.

Dr. B. HOFFMAN, President,
RAYMOND GRAM SWING.

Jewish Writers’ Union.

J. B.S. HARDMAN, Amalgamated Clothing Workers,

Editor Official Press.

PHILIP MURRAY, President, Congress of Industrial
Organisations.

| EXECUTION DEFENDED.
Litvinov . admitted the execution

addressed to Mr., Willham Green,. oL the

¢ en R

EMBASSY OF THE SOVIET UNION,
WASHINGTON D.C.

- February 23, 1843.
Dear Mr. Green,

I am informed by Mr. Molotoy,
misar of Foreign Affairs, of the receipt by him of
a telegram signed by you concerning two Soviet
citizens, Alter and Erlich,

I am instructed by Mr. Molotov to inform you of
the following facts:

For active subversive work against the Soviet
Union and assistance to Polish intelligence organs
in armed activities, Erlich and Alter were sentenced
to capital punishment in August, 1941.

At the request of the Polish Government Elrlch
and Alter were released in September, 1941,

. However, after they were set free, at the time of
the most desperate battles of the Soviet troops
against the advancing Hitler army, they resumed

and
attempted to defend it in the following letter

People’s Com-
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THE DESCENT OF MAN

their hostile activities including appeals to the Soviet
troops to stop bloodshed and immediately to con-
clude peace with Germany.

For this they were rearrested and, in December,
1942, sentenced  once more to capital punishment by
the Military Collegium of the Supreme Court. This
sentence has been carried out in regard to both of
them. .

-

Yours sincerely,
Ambassador MAXIM LITVINOV.

MASS ARRESTS OF POLISH SOCIALISTS.

Erlich and Alter were arrested by the Soviet

authorities late September, 1939, a few days
after the Red Army entered Eastern Poland

—Erlich: at the railway station of Brzese
(Brest liatovsk), Alter at Kowel.

- Litvinov’s letter was meant to create the im-
pression that both Alter and Erlich had been
arrested on a definite charge. The truth is

that they were detained along with theusands
of other Polish 01t17ens especially Socmubts and
trade unionists.

Close upon the heels of the U.S.S.R. army
which occupied Polish territory in September,
1939, {followed many detachments of the
N.K.W.D., the political police of Soviet Russia
(formerly the ‘“* G.U.P.’’) Immediately mass
arrests were made among all classes of the
population of Poland. Especially great

numbers of arrests were made among the Polish
Labour lcaders, belonging to the Polish Soecial-

ist Party and to the Jewish ‘‘ Bund.”® The
arrests beO'an on September 20th, three days
after the qowet army had entered Poland. The
town councillors, members of the committees
of the local Socialist parties, members of the
trade union executives, organisers of working-
class peasant youth were arrested. ’







































