FASCISM: THE SECOND WAVE $of A
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‘ ‘ i Mentiun fascism to most people and they will think
of the ideas espoused by Hitler and Mussolini, of
a political philosophy that is closely associated
& 055 with the concentration camps and the second world
war. Fascism is popularly connected with major his-
torical events, with the march of armies and the
weilding of State power.

With such a concept of fascism it is very easy to
disregard those extreme right-wing organisations
that are either tiny sects or that aim at achie-
ving a degree of respectability through electoral
. politics. After all, fascism in the 80s hardly

'8y matches up to this image. Even in Britain, Oswald
Mosley and his British Union of Fascists at their peuk
were able to command massive support and were backed
by much of the "Popular" press. The modern Nazis who
claim to have assumed Mosley's mantle quite obvi-
ously are not as powerful as their predecessors
of fifty years ago.

Yet the mass fascist organisations began life as
tiny sects and propaganda groups on the political
fringe. So the Tyndall's (B.N.P. leader) Harring-
tons (N.F. leader) and Le Pens of today cannot be
ignored in the naive hope that they will go away.
Unless they are fought now they could well become
the successors to the fascist leaders of an earlier
generation.

We are, in fact, facing a second wave of fascist
activity. Now, as in the 20's and 30's, the extreme
right can feed on both a deep crisis of capitalism
and the failure of the "traditional" authoritarian
oy left to find a way out of that crisis for working-
B class people.
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EETS *g ‘;: : Fascism points to solutions. False ones, certainly,

""i-'~§‘ but ?aced with the deterioration of their conditions

-y K of life and in the absence of realistic alternatives,
S i vast numbers of sane, rational people can turn towards
g the most impractical of political ideologies. Des-

peration can prove to be a powerful motivation.




4 CLASSICAL FASCISM

The first World War was brought to a end by a revolutionary

wave that swept around the world from 1917 onwards. Exhausted

and angered by the demands made on Fhem by the maj?r capita-
list powers to sustain the carnage in Europe, woyk?ng people
rose in revolt. Revolution, mass strikes and mutinies broke

out everywhere, from Western Europe to Hong Kong.

In Russia, Germany, Italy and Spain, the conflict reached
its greatest proportions and the worgers came closest to
achieving their own liberation. Yet in all these struggles
the authoritarian socialists retained their influence.

In Russia, the Bolsheviks destroyed the‘ene?gy and i?depen-
dence of working people in their deFerylnatLon-to cling to
power; in Germany and Italy the socialist parties led
workers into reformism and defeat at.the hands o? the old
capitalist establishment; and in_Spaln a revolution led by
the most independent workers' movement in europe was even-
tually destroyed from within by the machinations of Stalin-
ists and reformists alike.

Although the struggle for socia}ism vas soundly defeated -
largely by the "socialist" parties Fhemgelves - masses of
workers still sought to improve their lives. IF was in
these circumstances that fascism was able to win mass .
appeal. The Fascist leaders bene?itced from the disil-
lusionment of a badly mauled working class.

i : T o suits.
Mosley's blackshirts foreed to mnf«fh’m morning suits

Their proclaimed ideology, to smash both capitalism and
communism, had originated among the lower middle classes
and the better-off peasants. These groups resented the
power of the big capitalists and at the same time felt
threatened by a class - conscious workers' movement. Now
it drew in great numbers of working-class people who had
been betrayed by their self-appointed socialist leaders
yet whose hatred of the capitalist system was largely
intact.

However, the final rise of the fascists to control of the
State machine was due to the patronage of the very capit-
alists they claimed to oppose. The major traditional par-
ties of big business - similar to Britain's Conservative
Party - had been discredited by their inablity to break
working-class power once and for all. Fascism offered a
new way to achieve this. Where the Conservative Parties
used the law to curtail workers' activities, the fascists
used physical force. Meetings were broken up, activists
were beaten and even murdered. In return for these servi-
ces, the capitalists filled the coffers of the fascist
parties and encouraged support for fascist ideas among
their employees

The development of fascist organisations was a pattern
repeated throughout Europe in the '20s and '30s. Very
few’of them were successful, although some gained govern-
mental status as puppets of German and Italian regimes.
Where they were successful the features of their growth
were markedly similar.

The rise of the major fascist parties was characterised
by the exploitation of working-class demoralisation and
ruling-class fear. Fascism can be truly described as the
politics of despair.



WHAT IS FASCISM?

State power has only been seized by fascist movements on
the back of a defeated movement for social transformation ‘
in the interests of the great majority. Yet no ideology can
win huge numbers of adherents as a merely negative response
to the ills of society. It must also be able to present a
postitive aspect, an answer (however illusory) to people's
problems. Fascism is no exception.

The central aspect of fascist ideology is extreme, often
called "revolutionary'y nationalism. This is a very diff-
erent concept to simple patriotism, which is so easily
swept aside as class interest takes a hand. The fascist
belief was well summarised by an old Nazi slogan "Eind volk,
Eind Reich, Eind Fuhrer'" (One people, one nation, one
leader™). In other words, the nation is seen as a single
entity. On onme occasion Mosley described the fascist ideal
as "... a society working with the precision and harmony
of a human body. Every interest and every individual is
subordinate to the overriding purpose of the nation".

The state and all who live within its boundaries are
regarded as having a united purpose and common will.

The national leader then comes to embody that popular
purpose and will in his own person.

Such a theory has no place for class or sexual struggles.
Rather there are struggles between nations and all else
must be subordinated to the "national interest'" - as
interpreted, of course, by the omnipotent fascist lead-

ership.

Hand in hand with the fascists' "revolutionary nation-
alism' go a number of other ideas equally adapted from
values dear to the middle classes and so equally indica-
tive of their class origins. Belief in the absolute nec-
essity of hierarchical organisation, the superiority of
their own ''race' over others, the strong family as the
keystone of scciety, the subjugation of women and the rep-
ression of 'degenerate" minorties (eg Jews and homosexuals)
are features common to all fascist movements, however they

may differ in other details.

Béfore (}\;a split: left to right, Nick Griffin, Pat Harrington, Tom Acton, Joe Pearce.
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FASCISM TODAY

The fasc15§ organisations at present active in Britain
share thevldeology of their forerunners but cannot claim
to beH?ecessary to big business. On the contrary, the emp
loye?s more traditional methods of waging class,wi?‘até"
Proving most effective. Neither have the defeats inflicted
on thg workers' movement in recent .
to drive Fhe werking class wholesale into the arms of the
extreme r%ght; the problem is rather that the domination
of rgformlsm and the left parties persists. Yet if the
fa§c1sts are to reproduce the successes they
30 s.they also need the conditions in which ¢
of Hitler, Mussolini and Franco was possible.

Faced with this problem, the extreme right have looked
for a means of moving towards the objective of a fascist

state from their present position of political isolation.

The result is the "Strategy of Tension", the aim is essen-

at their hands) whether throu

. gh
an electloﬂ or a coup d'etat. However unrealistic it may
spund Fhe Strategy of Tension" lies at the heart of in-
ternational fascist activity, from demonstrations to bom-
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The tendency of modern fascists to turn towa
and the tactics of psychological warfare ha
made them useful to the ruling class. The state now makes
use of Fhe fascists, both as individuals and as organis-
tions, in subverting opposition to the establishment. Be-
cause ?f their politics the fascists ca :
by their puppet-masters, while a steady
Sures that they remain available to do t
governments and business cabals alike. International fas-

cism has become a "plausibl 1 "
y deniable" instru 1~
tal and the State ey s

rds terrorism
§ once again

flow of money en-
he dirty work of
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The growth of Fascism in the late eighties, B.N.P. rally in Dewsbury (Yorkshire)‘
which ended in rioting and fighting between fascists and Anti-fascists, there
was some 70 arrests. Top cormer B.N.P. fuhrer. John Tyndal.

At the same time the fascist organisations have been able
to gain some fairly significant support amongst that sectio
of the working class that see's itself as pawns in trade
union leaders games, and that that is most isolated from
the traditions of workplace organisations and unionism -
unemployed youth. Feeling outcast and powerless they are
turning increasingly to fascism because it promises action
and a sense of purpose. This reflects the inability of stat
socalism to embrace new ideas as society evolves. Union
organisation in the community as well as in the workplace
and alternative forms of direct action to the traditionmal
"strike or nothing" concept - both essential to revolutiona
unionism - are alien to theories such as Marxism.

The state-socialists seek to change society in an author-
itarian manner. So they emphasise centralisation and an
imposed discipline in opposition to the autonomy and in-
itiative that are the very heart and essence of socialism.
They do not provide a real alternative to the oppression
and alienation inherent in capitalist society, only a
mirror image dressed up as socialism,

Yet again the fascists are free to exploit the bankrupcy
of the authoritarian left, offering hope and power to
those who feel themselves to be powerless.






