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THE ABOVE CONGRESS FOR INDUSTRIAL ACTION HAS BEEN INITIATED BY THE

BURNLEY MINERS SUPPORT GROUP.
ALL MINERS SUPPORT GROUPS AND

By the end of 1985 the Miners
Strike may well be approaching
1ts third year 1f i1ncreased
mass picketing, occupations, sab-
otage offensives, etc have not
brought a speedier conclusion.

In twelve months time many trade
unions will also have allied with
the company union, EETPU, and the
TUC will have given in on all
the important 1ssues concerning
anti-trade union legislation:
ballot schemes, no-strike agree-
ments, as 1t

The split within the
movement will have widened, leaving
the Labour Party, the state
soclalist left and the TUC to
put out 1ts usual lies to promote
reformism (and party votes),.

At the same time there will be another
emerging movement of those of our class
who will have organised throughout that
period for mass rank and file industrial
action, not only in support of the min-
ing communities, but for the reorgan-
1sation of the class resistance and
the ultimate destruction of capitalism
and state power.

labour

moves more to the right.

TRADE UNION BRANCHES TO

This movement will be a movement
of direct action, committed to creating
a real labour movement, based on real
industrial and community solidarity,
and not the reformism that i1s mockingly
and 1nsultingly metered out by the trades
union bureacracy.

Meanwhile the soft left and the entyy-
1sts still lick their Labour Party
masters' boots hoping for a few crumbs
from the table. They have already chosen
their side: the ruling or yet-to-be
ruling cadre.

But back to the present: already
the NUM has publicly appealed to all
trade unionists and support groups to
reject their respective leaderships
and to take industrial action, organised
at rank and file level. The NUM appeal
- albeit i1mplicitly - points the way
for the rejection of hierarchical trade
unionism and for the return of the more
syndicalist practices that were once
prevalent in the British labour movement
before the authoritarian left hijacked
the workers organisations,

The i1nitiative 1S
taken.

here to be
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INVITATIONS HAVE BEEN SENT OUT TO
SEND DELEGATES.
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NEW SUBSCRIPTION RATES

Combined Subsaption:
Quarterly Magazine & fortnightly
News Bulletin:

12 months: £12 Inland & Surface,
£19 Air
6 months: £6.50 Inland & Surface,
£10 Arr.

Black Flag is now doing its own |

distribution direct to shops and bulk
order customers. All 'A Distribution'
customers who get Black Flag should
 1in future make payments direct to us.
The first Payments should be for this
1ssue onwards. Outstanding payments
for previous 1issues should still be
made to 'A Distribution' and they will
. forward the money on to us.
| All new orders/correspondence should
. be sent to us as well. Address as above.
| This Special Bumper issue compensates
. for our missing out on the previous
issue (not practicable because of the
inevitable delays in Xmas post).

The next Quarterly is currently
' 1n production and an i1ssue date will
| be announced soon.

Have a good new year - BLACK FLAG
COLLECTIVE.

AUSTRALIA

A 48 hour wildcat strike took place
at the south coast coal mines i1n New
South Wales 1n protest at a closure
programme, 1nvolving an initial 314
redundancies, Notices of redundancy
were withdrawn in anticipation of wider
industrial action. The company involved
- Kembla Coal and Coke (a CRA subsidiary)
- agreed to government intervention
in the dispute providing the wildcat
action ceased and an occupation by 11
miners at Coal Cliff colliery - one
of the pits earmarked for closure -
ended,

A further 300 miners are to have
redundancy notices served 1f CRA get
their way. Meanwhile 1t 1s revealed
CRA have been stockpiling coal and coke
stocks for the past three years in ant-
1cipation of industrial action. Already
150 miners 1n Coal Cliffe have been
given forced early retirement and a
similar number have been transported
to other pits. Within the last twelve
months over 1800 jobs have been lost
within the coal mining industry in the
southern NSW coalfields alone. Likewlise
the steel industry i1s following suit:
the going rate from one plant - BHP
- 15 around 1000 7job losses a year.

The effect on the local communities
has brought unemployment figqures into
double fiqgures (averaging out at 40%
for the young).

GERMANY

Miners and power workers are together
calling for a four-day week. It 1s their
1initial reaction to the announcement
by the government of a closure prograime

of 'unprofitable' mines in North-Rhine/
Westphalia.

The Power Workers and Mineworkers
Union (the IGBE) - 1n W Germany they

are organised as one in an Industrial
Union (as opposed to a craft-based trade
union)- has said that the reduction

in working hours can be achieved by
shortening shifts with no loss of jobs
and no loss of pay. Privatisation 1s

no issue in W Germany: all mines are
already privately owned.
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VICTORIAN VALUES

The London Association for the Blind
has a plastic components factory in
Southwark, south London. The LAB sacked
two workers on August 2 because they
'entered the factory outside working
hours' and 'under the influence of
alcohol', accompanied by a 'sighted
friend' and 'started being abusive to
the charge-hand'. The manager, Mr Adams,
said this was 'gross misconduct' - a
view backed up by Rex Bales, the chairman
of LAB.

The two blind workers deny they were
even drinking and said they were accom-
panied by a sighted NLBD* officer who
came to check on serious health and
safety breaches in the factory. Gross
victimisation is their claim and they
have been picketing ever since. Other
disabled workers soon became involved
1n solidarity action as the National
Joint Council arbitrating did not 'right
the injustice’.

The Manpower Services Commission
(government body) fund the factory with
a £1.5m grant, but now Whitehall has
declared that such workshops must be
self-financing' (i1ie, force profitability
by cutting corners - and safety con-
ditions?)

Despite the workers being sacked,
the employers continued to claim grant
for them (some £2,031 from Bromley
Council) - but the wages have not been
accounted for. Southwark Trades Council
have now taken up the case of those
dismissed and, together with the NLBD,
picket weekly.

*NLBD 1s the National League of the
Blind and Disabled, which 1s affiliated
to the Trades Union Congress. The two
sacked workers were both delegates from
their workplace to the NLBD.

SHIP OCCUPIED

Twenty one Ghanaian seamen have occu-
pied their ship, the MV Maiseni, which
has been berthed at Birkenhead since
September. They have not been paid since
January and promises of wages have been
reneged upon by the ships owner, Ben
Schreyer. Since January the crew have
sailed from Holland to Germany, and
then to Istanbul and finally Birkenhead.
At Birkenhead the seamen refused to
unload the cargo or to set sail. Mean-
while the officers are receliving money
direct from the parent company 1n
Holland, Transimex BV of Rotterdam.
The National Union aof Seamen are helping
the strikers by giving money and food
for them.
The crew have hoped to recoup their
unpaid wages by trying to sell their
ship with the help of their own union,
the International Transport Federation.
But the Admiralty Court has intervened
and said that the ship cannot be sold
until the cargo has been unloaded and
that they cannot expect payment of back
pay until they have returned to their
native Ghana. The response of the twenty
one Ghanaians has been to refuse to
return home until all the money has
been paid, although they have, reluct-
antly, decided to unload the cargo.
The occupation continues.

In the meantime they need financial

help: donations can be sent either through

the NUS (49 Paradise St, Liverpool 1)
- in which case specify where it's from,
what for, and demand a receipt - or
via the Liverpool Direct Action Group,
c/o Box LDAG, 82 Lark Lane, Liverpool
L7 s

SOURCE: LDAG

INTERNATIONAL NEWS

PORTUGAL

Prior to WW1l the Portuguese labour
movement was solidly anarcho-syndicalist.
It went down fighting against the dic-
tatorship. Later its whole programme
was ridiculed by the 'orthodox' trade
unionism: it was 'utopian', 'adventurist'
and 'did not take into account the prac-
tical possibilities of unionism in modern
capitalism'. Now, since the dictatorship
has ended,orthodox trade unionism has
had it all its own way - a practical,
down-to—-earth approach? The unions can
elect a Socialist government to protect
their interests; they themselves are
meanwhile led by Communists and even
the opposition within the unions calls
1tself Marxist-Leninist.

And what do we find...? At the end
of 1984, 150,000 Portuguese workers
faced unpaid wages, some for a whole
year. Companies with a cash-flow problem,
who are forbidden to sack their workers
(thanks to a closed shop agreement and
government backing in the form of a
ban on redundancies). So they work on
unpaid. The companies in the meantime
refuse to pay out until court orders
can effectively compel them, and that
can be a whole year or more. Debts to
workers are so far around £60m in total
for unpaid work, and the unions say,
rightly, that it is a 'situation worse
than slavery - at least slaves have
to be fed -the employer has no obligation
to feed the workers'.

The Socialist government - surprise,
surprise - doesn't pay unemployment
benefit, even though it claims some
unpaid workers could receive it (a small
number). It is facing up to the fact
that it may be 'utopian' to press for
workers control, but it is even more
utopian to suppose that the crisis of
capitalism can be solved by legislating
against unemployment.

DOCKERS BACK SA
BOYCOTT

In our last issue we reported on
the boycott of South African goods by
workers in the Dunnes Chain Stores 1in
Ireland. The sacking of a worker led
to a walkout. Shop workers in other
stores have followed suit and the boycott
is spreading. One store, the T & J,
has even placed a notice in its front
window advising customers that no SA
goods will be stocked until apartheid
1s abolished.

But the most encouraging news 1S
that Dublin dockers have joined the
boycott by blacking all goods destined
for bunnes Stores, They decided to do
this after being visited by a delegation
of Dunnes strikers, The dockers have
subsequently declared that no Dunnes
goods will leave the docks until the
strike is settled. Belfast Trades Council
have also responded by asking for a
boycott at the Belfast docks 1f need

be.,
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ITALY

The recent bombing outrage near
Bologna has highlighted once again the
need to keep tabs on the fascist extrem-
ists who are continuously seeking oppor-

tunities to invoke indiscriminate terror
for their own authoritarian ends.

Fifteen people were killed and over
180 injured by the blast. Numerous claims
of responsibility have been made by
fascist groups, but so far there have
been no arrests or acts of revenge.

The bomb blew up the main Naples-Milan
express as it went through a tunnel.

In 1980 another railway bomb hit
Bologna. That time i1t blew apart the
main waiting room at Bologna station,
killing 85 and seriously injuring over
200. The 1980 outrage was organised
and dealt with by the Della Chiaie net-
work and financed by Gelli's P2. Other
fascist groupings who provided assist-
ance prior to and in the aftermath of
the bombing included the Hoffmann Group
(W Germany), FANE (France) and the League
of St George (Britain). Gelli is alleg-
edly in South America, while Della Chiaie
is still working under immunity. About
six weeks ago four Italian Secret Service
agents were sent for trial on charges
relating to the possession of explosives.
More significantly they are believed
to have deliberately misled enquiries
into the 1980 bombing. Nothing, so far,
has come of their 'trial'.

NATIONALISM (AGAIN)

While anarchists oppose all States,
they clearly see a difference in them.
Criminal States transgress the norms
of reasonable beheviour; others are
less criminal despite their origins.
Many are criminal 1n some respects but
less so 1n others - while preserving
deomcracy among their citizens (or those
who are regarded as such), they are
aggressive 1in their foreign policy or
racialist at home (or both). Democracy
1in this sense means that workers' organ-
isations are able to exist - which
implies not that the State 1s free,
but the possibility of social change
is there. The State may still be select-
ively repressive. Generally speaking
all States try to appeal to nationalism
and patriotism to divert attention from
unrest.

For nationalists, i1n the true sense,
their own State, if they think they
have one, 1is always right. ('My country,
right or wrong, equals my mother, drunk
or sober', said GK Chesterton, a
reactionary, but no nationalist). The
term nationalist is also applied to
those people fighting for the creation
of a Nation State, who thereby become
revolutionaries until that State has
been created; they tend to identify
with all so far unsuccessful nationalists
-eq, the IRA, SWAPO (today) and the
FLN, NLF, MPLA, etc (in previous years).

[t 1s also used as a euphemism for
Fascism, since nationalism, like racial-
ism, can be used to i1mply hatred of
other nations and races rather than
pleasure and pride in their own. There
is nothing amiss with national, racial
or linquistic feelings unless they are
exploited to serve the interests
of power. They are otherwise compatible
with federalism, which 1s integral to
anarchism,
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A plaque dedicated to the memory
of those murdered by the fascists
at Bologna station 1n 1980.

USA

On December 25 an abortion clinic
and two doctors offices were bombed
by right-wing moral majority type fan-
atics. Las! year alone there were
27 such bombings i1in the USA alone. Also
around 150 clinics have been damaged
in hit and run actions. Predictably
the states' response has been nil.
Generally each attack has been preceded
by picketing by anti-abortion protesters
and paint-bombings and locks getting
glued. Most of the bombings have been
claimed by an organisation calling itself
the "Army of God'.

According to one report (Off Our
Backs, Dec 1ssue) the fundamentalist
clergy have been active in this new
form of terrorism. One i1nstance 1s given
of a Rev. Dorman Owens of the Bible
Mission Fellowship, who had been organ-
1sing the picketing of the San Diego
Birth Control Institute for several
months. The Institute was gutted as
a result of an arson attack. Owens also
organised the picketing of another nearby
clinic, Womancare, Cindy Pearson,
director of Womancare, said she holds
Oowens 'morally responsible' for the
bombing.

FRANCE

Michel Noury has been transferred
from La Sante prison to Passy, near
Paris. His transfer followed his protest
over prison conditions and for prisoners
rights. He was punished to 30 days loss
of 'rights', including the receiving
of mai1l, etc.

His new address: Michel Noury, NO.
8548, 17 rue de 1'abbaye, 78303 Paris,
France,

Radio Libertaire, the French Anarchist
station has received another notice
to quit from the French government.

The response of RL, the 'voice without
master' has been to avoid closure by
merging with Radio Pays (a community
radio station for national minorities),
but the State authorities have refused
to sanction this.

The 3% year old station i1s appealing
once more for international support.
[etters, etc, to French Embassies/
Consulates. Also write to RL at 145
Rue Amelot, 75010 Paris, France.

GREECE

126 comrades may face lengthy prison
sentences for taking part i1in a demon-
stration against visiting French fascist
leader, Le Pen.

On 5 December Le Pen came to Athens
to meet up with Greek fascist leaders.

A clash led to the arrest of 4 anarchists
who had tried to take on some local
fascists. They are on serious 'anti-
state' charges.

Another demonstration took place
the next day in protest of the arrests.

A further 170 were arrested and sent

to trial. 126 (mostly anarchists) are
accused of 'revolutionary actions against
the state'. The ludicrous thing i1s that
they have been charged in connection
with the December 5 demonstration (not

the one the day after, when they were
arrested).

We have received a letter from these
comrades, smuggled out of jail. They
desperately seek i1nternational support.
They also have a contact address: Papa-
dopoulos Panagiolis, Emmanouilidou 6,

NETHERLANDS

A bus-load of Dutch comrades arrived
in Britain to give solidarity and aid
to the striking miners, On their way
back to the Netherlands they staved
at the 121 Bookshop, Brixton, and gave
the following details.

42 comrades were involved (all 1n
a loose network composed of i1ndividuals

RADIO LIBERTAIRE (89.5maqgz)

17564 Paleo Faliro, Athens, Greece. ‘

from anti-authoritarian/broad left groups.

Some workers, some students, others
unemployed. Money for the miners had
been raised via benefits, ccllections,
etc. They brought over £350 in food,
£250 in cash and 400 kilos of clothing.

Their trip up north took them to
Askern (Yorks) for 5 days from December
26. On arrival the local MSG bought
them fish and offips. They slept in the
Town Hall and then the local Workers
Club. They visited pits but because
of the Xmas period picket lines remained
quiet,

On their way back they also visited
Peace Camps at Molesworth, Greenham,
etc. On their visits they made videos
and interview tapes. They are interested
in contacting anti-militarist groups,
They, themselves, can be contacted via
121 Bookshop, 121 Railton Rd, London
SE24 .
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