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Hence 1t 1s not all that surprising
that the Scab areas have already made
1t public that they have consulted their
Tory solicitors about the move to see
1f 1t can be declared unconstitutional
or nipped 1n the bud.

[t goes without saying, of course,
that just about the worst thing that
could happen to the NUM over Associate

Membership 1s i1f affiliation were allowed

on a party (mainstream or fringe)
political basis. The union, under such
circumstances, would then become a tool
of party whim. But from its own direct
experience, the NUM, and most of 1its
members (scabs excluded), has probably
had its fill of the party opportunists.
Both the mainstream parties and the
fringe parties all have one thing 1n
common (although their means of achieving
it vary both in type and degree), and
that 1s they wish to use union power
for their own ends — either to destroy
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UBLIGATIONS

-

ANARCHISM AND IRELAND (published by the
Workers Solidari ty Movement). 26 pages
from WSM, PO Box 1528, Dublin 8.
Excellent publication covering anarchism,
industry, the 'nmational question', etc.

REBEL. WORKER, April/May '85 1issue. Can't
stop praising this publication. Gets
better all the time. Articles include
Jueensland Power Workers strike, Industry
1n Iran, Bolivia, Syndicalism and the
Australian Public Sector, War, a state-
ment by the US Workers Solidarity
Alliance, etc.

Subs: S3 to PO Box 92,
Sydney, Australia.

THE ANTRIM ALTERNATIVE, produced DY

the Ballymena and Antrim Anarchist Group,

'_Lw._, broadsheet contains news on local
ing, elections, etc. 5 pence (plus
from Just Books, 7 Winetavern St.

Northern Ireland

Broadway 2007,

- T ACT
, . -,,At,’ ’
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pple forum for young anarchists.
ides hints for demos, stuff on
ence, etc. SAE plus 15p to Virus,
34b Whitechapel High St, Angel Alley,

it, or to control it, but never to be
its subject. And that is why revolution-
ary syndicalism and anarcho-syndicalism
scares party political hacks shitless,
because revolutionary syndicalism
bypasses the party political system,
while anarcho-syndicalism 1s its natural
opposition,

The question, though, must be asked,
whether other unions that have 1links
with the conmunity will follow thas
lead? Also, 1s their any mileage 1n
taking this proposal one step further
and for class-based, fighting unions,
like the NUM, to form a new alliance
- a rank and file alliance, on a dual
membership basis, perhaps — to take
over from the rightward moving, pro-
Capitalist TUC?

These questions will no doubt be
asked, and similar ones too, at the Rank
and File Congress that is taking place,
as we go to press, at Kellingley Colliery
to discuss the future of trade unionism
and altermnatives to what has gone before.

Workers organisations in Britain
are now at a crossroad. Laws to compel
obedience to state interference have
been passed and already some unions
are making i1t clear which side they
are on. Within virtually all unions,
however, 1S a rank and file movement

that 1s as yet not organised. To succeed
it needs to be self organised, and some

are already taking the initiative.

The NUM, by taking into account the
1mportance of the wider support network,
1n the fight for class justice, 1s taking
just one small step i1n the direction
away from craft-based trade unionism,

If workers i1n other unions were to follow
that lead, then we may well be seeing

the birth of a syndicalist movement,

that could have far-reaching, revolution-

ary conseqguences,
In the wake of 1ts defeat the NUM
1S merely rediscovering its own syndic-
alist heritage - the Miners Next Step.
(See also 1nside,
A War?)
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QUEENSLAND BLOCKADED

seamen's union and this was then followed
by industrial action on the part of
Telecom and transport workers.

Then, predictably the ACTU and the
Australian Labour Party stepped in and
ordered the power workers to stop all
action. But the strike continued, in
that 1t had been organised from the
bottom up, by the Shop Stewards Strike
Committees. The solidarity action also
grew, 1n that the power workers comm—
1ttees had spent a lot of time going
around the workplaces canvassing support.
The trade union bureaucrats had been
bypassed. In different parts of Australia
workplace groups have organised
weekly collections to help out and a
Support Network has been established
similar to that which grew up in Britain
during the Miners Strike. Women have
played an important part in this Support
Network and i1t clear, now, that the
Miners Strike i1n Britain has inspired

N.U.M. MEMBERSHIP TO
INCLUDE SUPPORT NETWORK

Provision for membership in
the National Union of Mineworkers (&
for all members of the Womens 3 #
Support Groups and other support
groups, 1s to be decided at this
years NUM Annual Conference., If
the proposal 1s carried, then
quite simply the NUM will no

As we go to press Queensland,
Australia, 1s virtually under
blockade by a massive i1nter—-union
strike i1in response to State anti-
strike legislation i1imposed by
the far-right government of Bjelke-
Peterson.

The blockade prevented rail, air
and sea traffic into Queensland. Most
road traffic, apart from the odd cowboys,
was stopped too. One estimate 1s that
as a direct result of the blockade over
2 million tonnes of frieght has been
stopped from getting into the state.
Protests against the anti-strike legis-
lation have been widespread. Demonstrat-
ions 1n Queensland are 1llegal at all
times, but mass pickets went ahead anyway.
Telephone and postal traffic has also
been disrupted.

Last month over 1000 power workers
were sacked for merely going on strike.
Earlier the state authorities had out-
lawed all strike action by power workers.,

They also began to introduce non-union
labour. The new laws also enabled the

unions to be fined up to $30,000 1if
they strike without first giving notice.
(this law applies to all the other unions,
not the power workers', who are res-
tricted in striking altogether).

As for the 1000 dismissed power workers,
Bjelke- Peterson has said they will

only be reinstated i1f they either sign
a no-strike agreement and go back to
work under a new contract that would
extend their working week by 2 hours

and their 2 week shift by one day, or longer be a trade union but will
to pass on all the names of the 'ring- have taken a considerable step

leaders’'. 1n the direction of syndicalism,
Bjelke-Peterson later said that 'I mm
am not going to allow these militant for workers organisations 1in the
peoplée...to let anarchy (sic) reign UK as a whole.
here'. The state authorities are using The proposed change is for a new
every law at their disposal 1n an attempt category of membership to be introduced:
to crush the strike. Media types have that of Associate Membership, specific-
been prosecuted for merely covering ally designed to take in members of

the strike, for example. the Support Network. =8
The extent of Bjelke-Peterson's deter- The move would pay recognition to

mination is shown by the thoroughness the essential role the community-based
in which the new laws are designed to organisations play in the defence of
plug every loop-hole. Individual strikers, | class interests, and how,1f unions 1in
for example, can also be fined up to the future are to win the fight against
$1000 for taking strike action and the the class enemy, a wider class base
state also has the power to confiscate needs to be built up in preparation
their possessions, their homes and to for the battles ahead.
declare them bankrupt. NOo other union in this country has
Solidarity from other unions has ever before considered such a step.
been heartening. After the 1000 power British, craft-based, trade unionism - ‘ ;
workers were sacked for refusing to has a history of sectionalism and
sign a no-strike agreement, other power protectionism, which over the years

station operatives took action, resulting has compounded the erosion of inter-
in blackouts in Brisbane and other areas. Industry solidarity that was so badly

Soon coal miners also came out and needed to win the '84/'85 strike. In
declared an indefinite strike, as did South Wales the NUM and the local comm-

building workers and railway electricians, unities have always.been as one, 1n
There was a ban on o1l supplies by the other areas too. This move would merely

trade unionists in other parts of the
world to resist and organise in a way
trade unionists have not done so for
many a year. Appeals for international
solidarity and funding are now being
made. Time for mutual aid.
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constitutionalise what has now become
practice in the mining areas.
A union that 1s organised both on

an industrial | front and on a comnumtx
front 1s tW1ce as stro ng, as the mining
communi t ies have demonstrated for all
tO ot .
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