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REVIEW:— Don't Be A Soldier!
e Radical Anti-War Movement in North
London 1914-1918. by Ken Weller;
Journevman/London History Workshop
Centre; £3.25

After the tnbulations which invariably
beset working class historians, Ken Weller's
of working class opposition to the
first World War in what 1S nowaaays the
London Borough of Islington, 1s at last In
print. And it is well worth the wait. In
contrast to historyv as taught by the bour-
reformists and Marxist-Leninists

alike which concentrate on the big names

nision
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the Leaders. this historv has as 1ts subjects
LNe oradinary men ang women w no IU;I(‘”}
er were the rank and file of the socialist
opposition to the imperialist slaughter

1The centre of this OpPPOSITION Was the
North London Herald League which united
regardless of sect or faction the supporters
of the Daily Herald. then the voice of what
what Ken calls ‘the rebel milieu’. The
fficial Daily Citizen which had the support
support of the Labour Party and TUC
reid 1n the extreme and
lisappeared after three yvears. As Ken
relates, the NLHL's supporters were most
libertarian and anti-Parliamentarian

'he dav after war broke out the NLHL
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rganised a meeting against it adadressed by

Walter Ponder who had been a ‘prime

mover In a mass anarchist anti-war demo
1913. That this demonstration had a

number of marches leading to It Shows
lespread support for libertarian 1aeas
Another anarchist speaker was
Henry Sara who later became a Communist
then a Irotskvist
Of particular interest 1s Ken's aescript-
f the North London Local of the
justrial Workers of the World/IWW that
met at the NLHL's premises. This group

had a working class base in the Hispano
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The local was far from being pacifist
and seemed to have a store of arms, some
of these later ending up in the hands of
[rish Republicans. It is a pity they could
not have been used of the capitalists who
had waxed fat on the needless deaths of
SO many yvoung workers in the war.

The war led to substantial growth for
the IWW in Britain, it having its own hall
in Whitechapel. In 1919 it was one of the
four national movements conveing the
Hands Off Russia Movement. Spellbound
bv the Russian Revolution and its seem-

the Soviets’ many IWW members joinead
the Communist Party of Great Britain at
its formation. Many did not stay long, not
a few departing after the suppression of
the Kronstadt revolt. But by then It was
too late for the emergence of a mass
working class libertarian movement, the
revolutionary wave having ebbed

One of the most appealing aspects of a
very appealing book is Ken's thumbnail
sketches of the militants who fought the
war often in the face of extreme violence
from jingo thugs. With an economy of
words unusual for historians, he gives us
fascinating insights into the lives and
activities of people who, because they
were not the victors, have been all but
forgotten. Yet they are surely more des-
erving of attention than the sell-out
bureaucrats whose bilographies {ill the
shelves of libraries and bookshops

If libertarians are to learn the lessons
of the past and use those lessons as tools

the future many more
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Of course power is the fundamental
problem! The Capitalists’ ownership of

capital gives them power, if it didn't they

wouldn't be a problem. The State 1s "the
product of the division of socletly Into

antagonistic classes ; but those divisions
are caused initially by the imbalance ol

DOWer between groups in the soclety

Defore Capitalism, ie. the power Ol conirol
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PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED

Reality Now. Summer '85. Canadian
anarchist paper containing poems, news
and an historical piece on the Metis Resist-
ance and Northwest Rebellion of 1885
Price is a mystery but an oversea’s sub is
S86.00 US. Available from

PO Box 6326. Stn A., Toronto, Ontario,
Canada. M5W 1P7

Libertarian Workers Bulletin. May-October
1985. Australian review with international
bias. Price 50 cents. Available from:

PO Box 20. Parkville 3052, Melbourne,

X ' B FEEY
Victoria. Australia

Scottish Prisoner. No.2. Printed and pub-
lished by the Scottish Prisoners Support
Committee. Most articles are concerned
with the atrocious conditions in Scottish
prisons and highlight several cases of In-
justice against Scottish prisoners.

Price 20p. Available from

PO Box 219. Glasgow G31 4DZ Scotland.

Bulldozer. Summer ‘85. Another magazine
concerned with political prisoners. Articles
in this issue include a Vancouver 5 update.
Price $1.75. Available from

PO Box 5052. Stn A, Toronto, Ontario,
Canada. M5W 1 W€

El Libertario. May 1985. Second issue of
the Argentine Libertarian Federation
paper. Contains much news of Latin-
American struggles. Price 100 pesos.
In Spanish language. Available from:
Brasil 1551, (1154) Buenos Aires,

Argentina
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3a). The central committee of the Party
disband themselves and the Party, with
all power going to the soviets/councils.

Of
3b). The disciplined Party bump off all
‘undisciplined’ elements (that’s us) create
their own militia, and impose a tyraany
worse than what we had before

['he article says that @s have nol come
up with much of an alternative. My only
answer to that would be a list of all the
Marxist-Leninist Party led revolutions
where 3b). hasn't fmppe*l‘w(i

Long wasn't it?

[t is strange to hear the SWP claiming
another group Is inadequate for the work-
ing class in Britain, they haven't wanted a
revolution. My limited experience however
has been that most people are predisposed Lo
to Anarchist ‘theory’ in spirit, rather than
Marxist, though they are wary of the name
and think ‘anarchy wouldn’'t work”™ because
it is so far from common experience for
people. Also the other groups spend a 1ot
of their time misrepresenting Anarchy as
chaos. At the Austin Rover strike, 1| was on
one gale as a supporter; one shop stew ard
maybe because of the clothes | was wearing
must have said ;\lmr«h; {meaning chaos)
every three sentences. They re scared, they
don't want us planting our subversive ideas
into the minds of their (they hope) future
ubservient followers

Marxism-Leninism has been shown Lo
be bad news for one and all; as things gel
worse, as they will, we have an edge, and
must take advantage of It. Anarchism IS
dabout Lo o'».;)lnm' as the force of the
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Kate Sharpley Library & Documentation
Centre News Bulletin. No. 1. Summer ‘85.
Despite the lack of a proper home since
the ‘socialist’ council in Lambeth started
court action against 121 Anarchist Centre
the KSL has continued its work of collect-
ing material relating to the anarchist move-
ment. It has its own indexing system and
for this requires the odd £5 note for the
purchase of titles and foolscap size wallet
folders.

The News Bulletin lists the Index
Summary and explains other resources
that it has built up, other libraries it has
contacted and assisted and much more.

A list of new titles in the KSL is given
along with plans for the future, such as
reprinting and reviewing, an exhibition
of posters and pictures etc.

They request to be put on mailing
lists. To be mentioned to other groups
and publishers and for you to take out
a subscription to the newsbulletin.
£2.00 to receive it, cheques made payable
to C. Longmore. (or equivalent value In
stamps).

K ate Sharpley Library
121 Railton Road London SE24 Britain.

Apologies to our readers for missing

an issue. We ran out of money and

needed a holiday. But we're back!
Black Flag Collective.
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THE WONDERFUL WORLD
OF AUTHORITY

ZOO-PEOPLE BARRED

The deep and genuine committment to
freedom shared by the rulers of the world
1S also shared by those in charge of the
various sporting bodies. Footballers, golf-
ers and others are liable to find themselves
up before kangeroo courts on charges of
bringing the game into disrepute, should
they dare to say anything negative about
the authorities in charge of their particular
sport. No doubt those in charge of various
sporting bodies would like to end the right
to criticize the government, too. ‘Bringing
H.M. Government into disrepute’.

In Reality this petty totalitarianism is
rampant amongst the country's institutions
even those completely non-political and
non-industrial. Another example i1s London
Zoo, where it is an offence (you get sacked)
for the staff to say anything about the
running of the zoo to the press or public.
Talking to one of the zoo-keepers can make
yvou see why they are worried about anyone
opening their mouths. For a start, the
‘caring animal-lovers’ in charge have failed
in the matter of recruting zoo-keepers with
anything like the love of animals which
the public expects them to have. Recently
ChiChi (apologies if they name’s wrong) —
everybody’s favourite cuddly Panda — died.
The reaction of one keeper was to say (
quite seriously) ‘that means less shit to
clean up’

Staff are strongly discouraged from
fraternising with those animals that like
human contact. A Buffalo surplus to the
requirements was slaughtered to feed the
cats, only it couldn’t be used to feed the
carnivores in the end because somebody
made a mess of Killing it and it ended up
with too much lethal injection in it to be
fit for any other animal to eat. Out of
four baby elephants born recently three
have gone mad — this may be through no
fault of the zoo authorities, but you won't
hear any such facts mentioned in the
‘adopt an animal’ campaigns, and it's
immediate dismissal if a member of staff
lets on about the previously friendly
elephant that attacked a keeper after
being moved to London Zoo.

'here’s a couple of other printworthy
stories which we can't mention to protect
our source, but the Health and Safety
people may be interested to know that
staff have been driving a truck around the
200 with very dangerously defective
brakes

['he general impression given to this
writer suggests that some of the workers
and management at London Zoo should
be behind bars instead of some of the
animal a temporary ‘Bureaucratic Man’
exhibit as a follow up to their ‘Urban Man'
exhibit’

SOURCE A little birdy

RESISTANCE

IN
OCCUPIED

AFRICA

The State of Emergency in South
Africa 1s a clear signal that the South
African State powers are afraid that
the resistance 1s getting out of hand.
The drastic response measures are
typical, to be expected when the
authorities feel threatened. Rumours
of insurrection and civil war are rife.
The Western powers believe that a
revolutionary war would 1nevitably
lead to a Marxist State and therefore
they will uncompromisingly support
the South African authorities in their
attempts to crush the resistance.
Industrial action within and outside
South Africa will speed the process
of the breakup of the South African
economy and State. The industrial
workers in the gold and diamond
mines and the dockers of the world
hold the key to real sanctions.

The last thing the Western powers need
IS @ Soviet satellite in that part of the
world, with access to the uranium, gold
and diamond mines. Therefore any
draconian measures adopted by the South
African government, no matter how bloody
or ruthless, will be backed by the all
important beneficiaries of South African
exports and by those governments whose
national economies are tied in with the
wider economical concerns of the multi-
nationals that have a stake in South
African resources.

And there is also, too, the strategic
importance of South Africa’s geography
and the Cape, with the Simonstown base
occupied by the USA and shared with
Britain and Australia as a listening post
for the southern hemisphere.

The neighbouring African countries are
powerless to intervene and in any case
benefit by preferential treatment in terms
of South African investment, privileged
trade deals, etc.

Since the Emergency was declared
there have been more riots, a ten-fold In
Increase In arrests, more hit-squad type
Killings, disappearances, forced detentions.

One voungster enjoying a good view of crowds at the Durham Miners Gala

¥

There has also been more attacks by
Blacks against collaborators, strikes and
incidents of non-cooperation.

Generally the Emergency has been
imposed as part of a defensive campaign
against an offensive that has culminated
In a period of intense activity from
Black trade unionists, guerrilla groups
and communities. The resistance has
been both organised and spontaneous.
There are now, for the first time, more
Blacks in unions in South Africa than
Whites. The number of Black strikes
recently has multiplied, as also the
number of guerilla actions. Basically the
authorites are being attacked on all sides.
From the workers, in the communities
and by armed actions. The ANC has
attacked a number of prime installations,
Including a coal conversion plant and a
nuclear reactor. There have also been
strikes in the mining industry and else-
where. The ANC is currently going
through a period of expansion. Their
iImmediate objective is to continue the
sabotage campaign aimed at destabilising
the economy. A network of ANC cells
IS growing within the townships and
neighbourhoods. The ANC does not
however seek class revolution or a non-
capitalist state, but a *‘mixed economy’
state, liberated from White dominance.

As we go to press, National Union of
Mineworkers (100,000 members) have
announced their intention to strike at-138
gold and 11 coal mines from August 25th
if the Chamber of Mines bosses do not
improve their pay offer. The miners also
issued an ultimatum for an end to the
State of Emergency within 72 hours, and
threatened to boycott white businesses
If the State of Emergency was not lifted

In May two mining houses, Anglo-
American and Anglo-Vaal dismissed some
17,000 miners in a dispute on the
Witwatersrand, those sacked occupiled
company hostels and were tear-gas attack-
ed by police who then supervised their
deportation to ‘homelands’.

See page 2
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rsus Africans — who'’s got who on the run?

CHANGES COURSE

A new rightwing pressure group has
recently formed within the trade union
movement. Its vice-chairman 1S none
other than scab miners leader David
Prendergast and its name is, not surpris-
ingly, called ‘Mainstream'. The organising
secretary of this group is an EETPU
(the electricians union, whose leadership
undermined and strenuously condemned
the 12 month miners strike) research
officer. Mainstream is a sort of Militant
Tendency of the extreme right within the
union movement. The chairman of Main-
stream is Terry Duffy, president of the
engineers union, the AEUW. Mainstream
hopes to function as a catalyst for
organising the centre and rightwing of the
union movement. Already it boasts caucases
in several unions (in addition to the break-
away miners unions, teachers union), the
[ISTC (steel workers union), the NUR (a
railworkers union) and the CPSA (a (4
civil servants union).

Mainstream has financial and other
backing from the Freedom Association, a
far-right organisation with links to the
Tory Party and various neo-fascists. At the
moment Mainstream is putting across that
it is merely a ‘ginger group’ to ‘break the
stranglehold of the left within the trade
union movement'. Its ambitions though are
far different. In the long term Mainstream
intends to recruit a membership from all
the main unions with the objectjve 3;.
transforming trade unions from reiruvaaist,
pro-capitalist bodies, into all-out bosses
unions/staff associations on the model
being developed by EETPU, etc.

In the last issue of Black Flag we
reported on moves by EETPU, the AEUW
and the ASTMS to form a rightwing
alliance within the trade union movement.
We referred to it as a ‘scab alliance’ and
as an attempt to establish a charter for a
‘new unionism’ that the Tories would
welcome if not encourage. Since then the
AEUW has had its annual conference at
which delegates rejected outright the
leaderships’ proposal for the merger or
‘scab’ federation as a ‘rival’ to the TUC (or,
more accurately, as a consolidating force
within the TUC). Delegates now fear
expulsion from the TUC because of the
unions’ policy to accept state funding for
secret ballots. But the AEUW leadership
(as also the EETPU leadership) argue
probably correctly — that if it came Lo a
clash the courts will no doubt prevent
expulsion on legal grounds. Nevertheless
the membership has state unequivocally to
its executive that an alternative to the
TUC is not to be attempted a s a conting
ency to possible expulsion and that
reconciliation ought to be sought instead
A fresh ballot on the policy of accepting
state funding is, as a result, to be taken
in October
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In the final analysis the AEUW has
gone for a policy of changing the TUC
from within, rather from without. Per-
haps we shall be hearing more of
Mainstream in the future and its
trotskyist tactics now that scabs are
wising up to politics?
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