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Apologies to our readers for missing 
an issue. We ran out of money and 
needed a holiday. But we’re back! 

Black Flag Collective.

The local was far from being pacifist 
and seemed to have a store of arms, some 
of these later ending up in the hands of 
Irish Republicans. It is a pity they could 
not have been used of the capitalists who 
had waxed fat on the needless deaths of 
so many young workers in the war.

The war led to substantial growth for 
the IWW in Britain, it having its own hall 
in Whitechapel. In 1919 it was one of the 
four national movements conveing the 
Hands Off Russia Movement. Spellbound 
by the Russian Revolution and its seem­
ingly libertarian slogan of ‘All Power to 
the Soviets’ many IWW members joined 
the Communist Party of Great Britain at 
its formation. Many did not stay long, not 
a few departing after the suppression of 
the Kronstadt revolt. But by then it was 
too late for the emergence of a mass 
working class libertarian movement, the 
revolutionary wave having ebbed.

One of the most appealing aspects of a 
very appealing book is Ken’s thumbnail 
sketches of the militants who fought the 
war often in the face of extreme violence 
from jingo thugs. With an economy of 
words unusual for historians, he gives us 
fascinating insights into the lives and 
activities of people who, because they 
were not the victors, have been all but 
forgotten. Yet they are surely more des­
erving of attention than the sell-out 
bureaucrats whose biographies fill the 
shelves of libraries and bookshops.

If libertarians are to learn the lessons 
of the past and use those lessons as tools 
fro the building of the future many more 
such histories are needed.

■

Kate Sharpley Library & Documentation 
Centre News Bulletin. No. 1. Summer ‘85. 
Despite the lack of a proper home since 
the ‘socialist’ council in Lambeth started 
court action against 121 Anarchist Centre 
the KSL has continued its work of collect­
ing material relating to the anarchist move­
ment. It has its own indexing system and 
for this requires the odd £5 note for the 
purchase of titles and foolscap size wallet 
folders.

The News Bulletin lists the Index 
Summary and explains other resources 
that it has built up. other libraries it has 
contacted and assisted and much more. 
A list of new titles in the KSL is given 
along with plans for the future, such as 
reprinting and reviewing, an exhibition 
of posters and pictures etc.

They request to be put on mailing 
lists. To be mentioned to other groups 
and publishers and for you to take out 
a subscription to the newsbulletin. 
£2.00 to receive it, cheques made payable 
to C. Longmore. (or equivalent value in 
stamps).

K ate Sharpley Library
121 Railton Road London SE24 Britain.

PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED
Reality Now. Summer ‘85. Canadian 
anarchist paper containing poems, news 
and an historical piece on the Metis Resist­
ance and Northwest Rebellion of 1885. 
Price is a mystery but an oversea’s sub is 
36.00 US. Available from:
PO Box 6326, Stn A., Toronto, Ontario, 
Canada. M5W 1P7
Libertarian Workers Bulletin. May-October 
1985. Australian review with international 
bias. Price 50 cents. Available from: 
PO Box 20, Parkville 3052, Melbourne, 
Victoria, Australia.
Scottish Prisoner. No.2. Printed and pub­
lished by the Scottish Prisoners Support 
Committee. Most articles are concerned 
with the atrocious conditions in Scottish 
prisons and highlight several cases of in­
justice against Scottish prisoners.
Price 20p. Available from:
PO Box 219, Glasgow G31 4DZ Scotland.
Bulldozer. Summer ‘85. Another magazine 
concerned with political prisoners. Articles 
in this issue include a Vancouver 5 update. 
Price SI.75. Available from:
PO Box 5052, Stn A, Toronto, Ontario, 
Canada. M5W 1 W4

Libertario. Mav 1985. Second issue of
the Argentine Libertarian Federation 
paper. Contains much news of Latin- 
American struggles. Price 100 pesos.
In Spanish language. Available from: 
Brasil 1551, (1154) Buenos Aires, 
Argentina.

3a). The central committee of the Party 
disband themselves and the Party, with 
all power going to the soviets/councils.

or
3b). The disciplined Party bump off all 
‘undisciplined’ elements (that’s us) create 
their own militia, and impose a tyra.iny 
worse than what we had before.

The article says that @s have not come 
up with much of an alternative. My only 
answer to that would be a list of all the 
Marxist-Leninist Party led revolutions 
where 3b). hasn’t happened......

Long wasn’t it?
It is strange to hear the SWP claiming 

another group is inadequate for the work­
ing class in Britain, they haven’t wanted a 
revolution. My limited experience however 
has been that most people are predisposed to 
to Anarchist ‘theory’ in spirit, rather than 
Marxist, though they are wary of the name 
and think ‘anarchy wouldn’t work’ because 
it is so far from common experience for 
people. Also the other groups spend a lot 
of their time misrepresenting Anarchy as 
chaos. At the Austin Rover strike, I was on 
one gate as a supporter; one shop steward 
maybe because of the clothes I was wearing 
must have said Anarchy (meaning chaos) 
every three sentences. They’re scared, they 
don’t want us planting our subversive ideas 
into the minds of their (they hope) future 
subservient followers.

Marxism-Leninism has been shown to 
be bad news for one and all; as things get 
worse, as they will, we have an edge, and 
must take advantage of it. Anarchism is 
about to explode as the force of the 
future, be prepared.

Peace, Freedom and Anarchy,
J the @.
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Of course power is the fundamental 
problem! The Capitalists’ ownership of 
capital gives them power, if it didn’t they 
wouldn’t be a problem. The State is ‘the 
product of the division of society into 
antagonistic classes’; but those divisions 
are caused initially by the imbalance of 
power between groups in the society, 
before Capitalism, ie. the power of control­
ling the money system, with which the 
newly emerging Capitalist class could buy 
the raw power of guards, political authority 
and the Law.

The people do not require the revolut­
ionary Party to lead them to paradise, they 
need to want to be free to run their own 
lives, and to take a moral stance over the 
injustices caused by the present system. 
The power of the mass picket is different 
from the power of the workers State. 
There is the power of direct action, the 
application of your own body to affect 
your own life, or in mutual aid of other 
people; and there is the power of a back­
seat Leader using the people as cannon- 
fodder, 1 refuse to be anyone’s cannon- 
fodder and give all others the same free 
freedom.

The SWP game plan goes as follows:
1) . Gradual building of revolutionary 
Party with the most conscious elements 
of the working class.
2) . Eventual Capitalist crisis, mass aware­
ness, led by the organised, disciplined 
Party, under the central committee to 
smash the Capitalist State.

Then?

Tbook
REVIEW:- Don’t Be A Soldier! 
The Radical Anti-War Movement in North 
London 1914-1918. by Ken Weller; 
Journey man/London History Workshop 
Centre; £3.25.
After the tribulations w hich invariably 
beset working class historians. Ken Weller’s 
history of working class opposition to the 
first World War in what is nowadays the 
London Borough of Islington, is at last in 
print. And it is well worth the wait. In 
contrast to history as taught by the bour­
geoisie, reformists and Marxist-Leninists 
alike which concentrate on the big names 
the Leaders, this history has as its subjects 
the ordinary men and women who togeth­
er were the rank and file of the socialist 
opposition .to the imperialist slaughter.

The centre of this opposition was the 
North London Herald League which united 
regardless of sect or faction the supporters 
of the Daily Herald, then the voice of what 
what Ken calls ‘the rebel milieu’. The 
official Daily Citizen w hich had the support 
support of the Labour Party and TUC 
bureaucracy was turgid in the extreme and 
disappeared after three years. As Ken 
relates, the NLHL’s supporters were most 
libertarian and anti-Parliamentarian.

The day after war broke out the NLHL 
organised a meeting against it addressed by 
Walter Ponder who had been a ‘prime 
mover’ in a mass anarchist anti-war demo 
in 1913. That this demonstration had a 
number of marches leading to it shows 
widespread support for libertarian ideas 
at the time. Another anarchist speaker was 
Henry Sara who later became a Communist 
and then a Trotskyist.

Of particular interest is Ken’s descript­
ion of the North London Local of the 
Industrial Workers of the World /IWW that 
met at the NLHL’s premises. This group 
had a w orking class base in the Hispano 
Suiza engine factory and it’s members 
were also active in the Worker’s Committee 
one member being secretary of the London 
Building Workers’ Committee. To raise 
cash, the group printed its own money 
which members could purchase and 
redeem at a later date.

Sadly, the group suffered an outbreak 
of the spy mania which from time to time 
infects revolutionary organisations, five 
members being arrested as a result of a tip 
off by an informer. A trial was held, but 
the defendant was acquitted. Just as well 
for the group had members who having 
cut their teeth in the violent class struggles 
in Australia, Latin America and the US 
West gave informers short shrift.

THE WONDERFUL WORLD
OF AUTHORITY
ZOO-PEOPLE BARRED
The deep and genuine committment to 
freedom shared by the rulers of the world 
is also shared by those in charge of the 
various sporting bodies. Footballers, golf­
ers and others are liable to find themselves 
up before kangeroo courts on charges of 
bringing the game into disrepute, should 
they dare to say anything negative about 
the authorities in charge of their particular 
sport. No doubt those in charge of various 
sporting bodies would like to end the right 
to criticize the government, too. ‘Bringing 
H.M. Government into disrepute’.

In Reality this petty totalitarianism is 
rampant amongst the country’s institutions 
even those completely non political and 
non-industrial. Another example is London 
Zoo, where it is an offence (you get sacked) 
for the staff to say anything about the 
running of the zoo to the press or public. 
Talking to one of the zoo-keepers can make 
you see why they are worried about anyone 
opening their mouths. For a start, the 
‘caring animal-lovers’ in charge have failed 
in the matter of recruting zoo-keepers with 
anything like the love of animals which 
the public expects them to have. Recently 
ChiChi (apologies if they name’s wrong) — 
everybody’s favourite cuddly Panda — died. 
The reaction of one keeper was to say ( 
quite seriously) ‘that means less shit to 
clean up’.

Staff are strongly discouraged from 
fraternising with those animals that like 
human contact. A Buffalo surplus to the 
requirements was slaughtered to feed the 
cats, only it couldn’t be used to feed the 
carnivores in the end because somebody 
made a mess of killing it and it ended up 
with too much lethal injection in it to be 
fit for any other animal to eat. Out of 
four baby elephants born recently three 
have gone mad — this may be through no 
fault of the zoo authorities, but you won’t 
hear any such facts mentioned in the 
‘adopt an animal’ campaigns, and it’s 
immediate dismissal if a member of staff 
lets on about the previously friendly 
elephant that attacked a keeper after 
being moved to London Zoo.

There’s a couple of other printworthy 
stories which we can’t mention to protect 
our source, but the Health and Safety 
people may be interested to know that 
staff have been driving a truck around the 
Zoo with very dangerously defective 
brakes.

The general impression given to this 
writer suggests that some of the workers 
and management at London Zoo should 
be behind bars instead of some of the 
animals. . . a temporary ‘Bureaucratic Man’ 
exhibit as a follow up to their ‘Urban Man1 
exhibit?

^LETTER__________
Dear friends,

A few words about the small 
editorial piece S BP on Anarchism in the 
last Black Flag Quarterly. My first disagree­
ment comes earlier than yours. Anarchists 
do not renounce power, only power over 
others, we (I?) want each to have their 
own equal share of power to guarantee 
their personal freedom. I (we?) do not 
renounce all leadership; I’ll not follow 
anyone’s orders, but in almost every 
aspect of life, natural leaders are thrown 
up on a certain issue or task. These are 
usually accepted tacitly as having better 
ideas or more experience and given the 
respect due to that. The difference between 
us and others is that we will not allow 
that temporary' practical leadership to be 
solidified into a concrete authority, it 
fluctuates, different people take centre 
stage at different times. This to me seems 
‘natural’.

Our strategy' is not to, as they say, 
‘counterpose the absolute freedom of the 
individual and the spontaneous rebellion 
of the masses’; the first is not a strategy 
but an aim and a principle, the lack of 
which in our present society is one reason 
for being an Anarchist. Secondly, I havn’t 
met anyone into purely spontaneous rebell­
ion of the masses. I though Anarchist 
tactics ranged from building syndicalist 
unions, with the aim of expropriating the 
factories from the Capitalist and State, to 
building the new world in the shell of the 
old; to stirring up trouble generally through 
propaganda and direct action.

RESISTANCE
IN
OCCUPIED
AFRICA

typical, to be expected when the 
authorities feel tnreatened. Rum
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In the final analysis the AEUW has 
gone for a policy of changing the TUC 
from within, rather from without. Per­
haps we shall be hearing more of 
Mainstream in the future and its 
trotskyist tactics now that scabs are 
wising up to politics?
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authorities feel threatened. Rumours 
of insurrection and civil war are rife. 
The Western powers believe that a 
revolutionary war would inevitably 
lead to a Marxist State and therefore 
they will uncompromisingly support 
the South African authorities in their 
attempts to crush the resistance. 
Industrial action within and outside 
South Africa will speed the process 
of the breakup of the South African 
economy and State. The industrial 
workers in the gold and diamond 
mines and the dockers of the world 
hold the key to real sanctions.

The last thing the Western powers need 
is a Soviet satellite in that part of the 
world, with access to the uranium, gold 
and diamond mines. Therefore any 
draconian measures adopted by the South 
African government, no matter how bloody 
or ruthless, will be backed by the all 
important beneficiaries of South African 
exports and by those governments whose 
national economies are tied in with the 
wider economical concerns of the multi­
nationals that have a stake in South 
African resources.

And there is also, too, the strategic 
importance of South Africa’s geography 
and the Cape, with the Simonstown base 
occupied by the USA and shared with 
Britain and Australia as a listening post 
for the southern hemisphere.

The neighbouring African countries are 
powerless to intervene and in any case 
benefit by preferential treatment in terms 
of South African investment, privileged 
trade deals, etc.

Since the Emergency was declared 
there have been more riots, a ten-fold in 
increase in arrests, more hit-squad type 
killings, disappearances, forced detentions.
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A new rightwing pressure group has 
recently f9rmed within the trade union 
movement. Its vice-chairman is none 

other than scab miners leader David 
Prendergast and its name is, not surpris­
ingly, called ‘Mainstream’. The organising 
secretary of this group is an EETPU 
(the electricians union, whose leadership 
undermined and strenuously condemned 
the 12 month miners strike) research 
officer. Mainstream is a sort of Militant 
Tendency of the extreme right within the 
union movement. The chairman of Main­
stream is Terry Duffy, president of the 
engineers union, the AEUW. Mainstream 
hopes to function as a catalyst for 
organising the centre and rightwing of the 
union movement. Already it boasts caucases 
in several unions (in addition to the break­
away miners unions, teachers union), the 
ISTC (steel workers union), the NUR (a 
railworkers union) and the CPSA (a (a 
civil senants union).

Mainstream has financial and other 
backing from the Freedom Association, a 
far-right organisation with links to the 
Tory Party and various neo-fascists. At the 
moment Mainstream is putting across that 
it is merely a ‘ginger group’ to ‘break the 
stranglehold of the left within the trade 
union movement’. Its ambitions though are 
far different. In the long term Mainstream 
intends to recruit a membership from all 
the main unions with the objective of 
transforming trade unions from reiuAaist, 
pro-capitalist bodies, into all-out bosses 
unions/staff associations on the model 
being developed by EETPU, etc.

In the last issue of Black Flag we 
reported on moves by EETPU, the AEUW 
and the ASTMS to form a rightwing 
alliance within the trade union movement. 
We referred to it as a ‘scab alliance’ and 
as an attempt to establish a charter for a 
‘new unionism’ that the Tories would 
welcome if not encourage. Since then the 
AEUW has had its annual conference at 
which delegates rejected outright the 
leaderships’ proposal for the merger or 
‘scab’ federation as a ‘rival’ to the TUC (or, 
more accurately, as a consolidating force 
within the TUC). Delegates now fear 
expulsion from the TUC because of the 
unions’ policy to accept state funding for 
secret ballots. But the AEUW leadership 
(as also the EETPU leadership) argue — 
probably correctly — that if it came to a 
clash the courts will no doubt prevent 
expulsion on legal grounds. Nevertheless 
the membership has state unequivocally to 
its executive that an alternative to the 
TUC is not to be attempted a s a conting­
ency to possible expulsion and that 
reconciliation ought to be sought instead. 
A fresh ballot on the policy of accepting 
state funding is, as a result, to be taken 
in October.

>,7_________S

The State of Emergency in South 
Africa is a clear signal that the South 
African State powers are afraid that 
the resistance is getting out of hand. 
The drastic response measures are
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There has also been more attacks by 
Blacks against collaborators, strikes and 
incidents of non-cooperation.

Generally the Emergency has been 
imposed as part of a defensive campaign 
against an offensive that has culminated 
in a period of intense activity from 
Black trade unionists, guerrilla groups 
and communities. The resistance has 
been both organised and spontaneous. 
There are now, for the first time, more 
Blacks in unions in South Africa than 
Whites. The number of Black strikes 
recently has multiplied, as also the 
number of guerilla actions. Basically the 
authorites are being attacked on all sides. 
FYom the workers, in the communities 
and by armed actions. The ANC has 
attacked a number of prime installations, 
including a coal conversion plant and a 
nuclear reactor. There have also been 
strikes in the mining industry and else­
where. The ANC is currently going 
through a period of expansion. Their 
immediate objective is to continue the 
sabotage campaign aimed at destabilising 
the economy. A network of ANC cells 
is growing within the townships and 
neighbourhoods. The ANC does not 
however seek class revolution or a non­
capitalist state, but a ‘mixed economy’ 
state, liberated from White dominance.

As we go to press, National Union of 
Mineworkers (100,000 members) have 
announced their intention to strike at 18 
gold and 11 coal mines from August 25th 
if the Chamber of Mines bosses do not 
improve their pay offer. The miners also 
issued an ultimatum for an end to th£ 
State of Emergency within 72 hours, and 
threatened to boycott white businesses 
if the State of Emergency was not lifted.

In May two mining houses, Anglo- 
American and Anglo-Vaal dismissed some 
17,000 miners in a dispute on the 
Witwatersrand, those sacked occupied 
company hostels and were tear-gas attack­
ed by police who then supervised their 
deportation to ‘homelands’.
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HOME NEWS
THE NATIONAL FRONT IN NEWCASTLE
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The National Front are increasingly show­
ing their faces in Newcastle. There have 
been petrol bombings and other attacks 
on Asian families and shops. The British 
National Party operates from Gateshead, 
where there is also a large Jewish comm­
unity. Every’ major football ground in the 
North, notably Newcastle’s St James’ Park 
is frequently used to sell racist papers and 
distribute propaganda. Also, the NF 
frequently hold paper sales in the centre 
of the city.

This general increase in activity led, a 
few years ago, to the formation of the 
Tyneside Anti-Fascist Association. Local 
Anarcho-Syndicalists were actively 
involved in the group, as well as Commun­
ist Party, SWP and Labour Party members. 
This situation changed last year when the 
CP attempted to wrench control of the 
Group and the Anarchists, most of whom 
held posts, were forced to resign. The Ass­
ociation has since become largely a CP 
dominated breeding ground for Popular 
Frontists, with the involvement of Church 
Leaders and all types of liberal. The Police
Federation are affiliated to the organisation.

It is disturbing to see the Left’s disorgan­

ised and inconsistent attitude to Fascism 
in Newcastle. The Revolutionary’ Commun­
ist Party, for instance, argues for the form­
ation of groups to beat up the NF every 
time they appear. This is all very well, but 
that does not make it any safer if you are 
black and walking home on your own on 
a dark night. It can be argued that, while 
you have to defend yourselves where 
necessary’, the National Front should be 
first countered with propaganda. Using 
violence first is palying the Fascists’ own 
game. The other extreme of the Left’s 
attitude to Fascism is a leaflet recently 
circulated in Heaton, one of Newcastle’s 
suburbs which seems to be one of the NF 
propaganda target areas. The leaflet, asking 
us to KEEP TYNESIDE FRIENDLY 
contained not one piece of political com­
ment, and ended with the hilarious state­
ment ‘Help Heaton Labour Party’ keep 
Heaton a friendly place to live’. Newcastle 
DAM-IWA also produced a leaflet for 
distribution in Heaton which attempted 
to point out the relevance of a class 
struggle analysis in defeating all Fascists 
including the bosses and those in the 
Government.

END OF THE ROAD
I On Thursday 18th July, Crosville announc- 
I ed their intention to fall in line with Gover- 
I nment policy’. In an attempt to drive people 
I away from public transport the government 
I demanded the bus company should be de- 
I regulated, ie. face more competition. The
I results will be drastic. At Crewe it will mean 

cutting back to ONLY 9 buses, a loss of 20 
or so.

The job losses will be high — there is 
I even a possibility that the bus station will 

have to be sold off! The 20 or so buses 
that w ill no longer be used will be scrapped. 

This is just at Crewe depot. Imagine the 
picture throughout Cheshire and most of 
Wales. In Wales the bus service will be 
almost non-existant. Only 6. out of over 
20 depots will retain any work and some 
of this will be negligable.
IT’S NOT TOO LATE. ..

For years Thatcher and her fascists have 
been ruling over us with an iron fist. They 
have been attacking the working class with 
increasing ferocity. The miners strike and 
Stonehenge show clearly that they will 
tolerate no effective opposition. Only by 
uniting and FIGHTING BACK can we 
protect ourselves and our communities. 
If we refuse to take a stand now, the State 
will go and on defeating us and destroying 
everything we have.

Crewe Support Group, who have raised 
over £10,000 to help the miners, are now 
ready to offer support to the bus workers. 
The Group welcomes new people willing 
to contribute their ideas and energies to 
the class struggle, in an open and non­
authoritarian organisation. They can be 
contacted via:
BLACK CAT, Box BC, 7 Camm Street, 
Crewe, CHESHIRE.

GOVERNMENT HIDEOUT
COBRA (Cabinet Office Briefing Room), 
the central government decision-making 
body is to have its own new purpose built 
bunker beneath the Ministry of Defence 
in Whitehall.

COBRA brings together those Cabinet 
members representing all the Emergency 
Sen ices and is headed by the Prime Minist­
er. COBRA also includes representatives 
at the highest level, from the Army, the 
RAF and the Navy as well as MI5 and 
MI6.

The function of COBRA briefly, is to 
advise and implement policy on emergency 
situations, industrial emergencies, civil 
disturbances, and in times of civil or inter­
nation warfare. (A detailed report on the 
role of COBRA is given in the last Black 
Flag Quarterly ).

According to Duncan Campbell of the 
New Statesman, the bunker is known by 
the code name Pindar. It is a six-storey 
deep, secured premises and costs around 
£20 million. It will be directly connected 
to the Cabinet Office and to Downing 
Street.

At the moment the construction work 
is nearing completion. It will eventually 
become the permanent base for all the 
COBRA meetings. In the lead-up to a 
nuclear war the COBRA bunker would be 
used as the mian operational decision­
making centre prior to evacuation to the 
main government bunker at Corsham in 
Wiltshire,

The Pindar bunker will have its own 
escape routes should warfare be of the 
civil or class variety.

A few weeks ago, Durham Miner’s Gala 
saw the biggest get-together of the Labour 
movement leaders since the Miner’s strike.

The question of whether or not to ask 
Neil Pillock the Scab has been the subject 
of much discussion in the Durham coal­
fields. Harrington Lodge had motioned 
that Kinnock should be kept away from 
what has historically been an opportunity 
for the Labour Leader to address the 
miners. However, a coalfield Council 
Ballot narrowly decided to invite him.

The March to the Gala field through 
Durham took us past the balcony of the 
Royal County Hotel, where Arthur 
Scargill, Dennis Skinner, Kinnock and 
various other officials were standing and 
applauding the marchers as they went 
past. Most syndicalists at the Gala were 
marching with the Gateshead Unemployed 
Action Group banner . When we got to 
be under the balcony we got out copies 
of a Clydeside Anarchists poster proclaim­
ing ‘We won’t forget Kinnock the scab — 
Free the Prisoners’, stopped the March 
and started chanting and yelling at the 
Pillock who continued waving and trying 
to smile at us, despite our somewhat

BIRMINGHAM STOP THE CITY 
COURT CASE.
On the 8th of July, at Birmingham Magis­
trates Court, 8 people who were arrested 
together in a van in Birmingham the night 
before Stop the City (11.11.‘84), were 
committed to stand trial at Crown Court 
on charges of going equipped to cause 
damage and conspiring to cause a public 
nuisance. The first charge arises because 
on searching the van the police found a 
bag containing paint and glue. The evid­
ence put forward of the conspiracy is that 
all the defendants were together in a van 
the night before Stop the City and that 
when arrested and shoved in cells they all 
refused to answer questions (despite this 
being your ‘right’ — the State giveth and 
the State taketh away —) and disrupted 
the smooth running of the nick by their 
raucous singing and shouting. The police 
found a leaflet around this time, in the 
police station suggesting actions for STC 
such as to cause noise and damage, and to 
carry out blockades etc. and that if you 
were arrested people should carry on 
with similar behaviour in custody. The 
police claim that because the defendants 
were ‘carrying-out’ the latter part of the 
leaflet, they must have been intending to 
carry out the former and cause disruption 
in the city.

This is a very important case, it is a test 
case, if these people are found guilty, this 
will invite and encourage the police to 
arrest people before or on a demonstration 
for this conspiracy charge, therefore being 
able to pick out anyone who they consider 
a possible ‘troublemaker or ringleader’. 
We must stand together and resist this real 
threat to our ever diminishing liberty.

Contact c/o Campaign Against Police 
Repression, Box CAPR, 83 Blackstock Rd 
LONDON N4.

CONFERENCE AGAINST POLICE 
REPRESSION
September 14th. 12-6pm 
Haringey Community Centre, 
Brabant Road. London N22
Speakers from the Peace Convoy, Mining 
communities, Animal Rights Activists, 
Anti-Apartheid Campaigners, Stop the 
City people, and others.

A proposal to hold a march/protest 
through the streets of London, past 
several police stations and Law Courts 
is planned for the future. More informat­
ion available from:
Conference Organising Group, BOX CAPR 
83 Blackstock Road, London N4
Telephone, Pete (01) 341 5340.
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MINERS
GOOD NEWS
-CHARGES DROPPED!
The Court cases against 79 men charged 
with riot and unlawful assembly during 
the miners strike have been dropped.

The Prosecution at Sheffield Crown 
Court offered no evidence against the men 
on August 5th, 1985.

The 79 were arrested during a police 
riot at Orgreave coking plant in 1984.

Kent miners had their jail sentences 
reduced on Appeal recently.

LIVE AID
Live Aid has come in for a lot of criticism 
in the left wing press, whilst being praised 
to the hilt by the capitalist press (it’s the 
sort of thing that really assuages a Guardian 
reader’s conscience). Much of the left-wing 
criticism has been along the lines that 
‘Egos for Ethiopia’ didn’t change anything. 

Well are these lefties so naive as to 
think it could! A bunch of musicians who 
are well and truly part of the capitalist 
dream. Indeed, music has been used in the 
past 30 years or so as a diversion, channel­
ing people’s activities into escaping the 
system, rather than abolishing it. If Live 
Ad had even set out to change anything, 
it probably would have been stopped, and 
it certainly would never have attracted 
the likes of Haney Goldsmith.

Live Aid set out to do one thing only, 
and that was to raise money for the 
victims of the famine in Ethiopia, Sudan 
and the rest of Africa. It succeeded. We 
can criticise it over the way it was done, 
elitist and following a very narrow frame­
work of reference (mainly white Anglo- 
American rock, with a smattering of soul), 
the poor performances of the artists etc. 
We can criticise its aims for not going far 
enough, but then we ought to ask our­
selves if anything more would have been 
possible. Ultimately, though, the best 
thing that’s come out of Live Aid is the 
confirmation that masses or ordinary 
working people do care about the others 
who share this planet. The compassion 
of ordinary people is a welcome relief 
from the cynical ‘gifts’ of governments 
and the rich.

negative feedback. Eventually he must 
have realised how stupid he looked, so he 
gave us the V sign instead. Scargill and 
Skinner were visibly amused at Pillock’s 
embarrassment.

Later at the Gala, when Kinnock gave 
his speech he was continually heckled 
with shouts of ‘scab’ and ‘class traitor’ 
and slow hand claps. Some miners from 
South Yorkshire, who obviously had 
comrades in jail continuously shouted 
their names and called for their release. 

Despite all this however, it must be 
pointed out that many of us were told 
to shut up, by people around us. When 
he finished his speech, there was half 
applause and half heckling. It is sad to 
reflect that there were actually people 
there at all who wanted to listen to him 
speak considering his scabbing on these 
people from day one of the strike. 

Apart from all this however, the Gala 
was a good day out with colliery and jazz 
bands and singing in the streets, pubs open 
most of the day, a fayre and a generally 
good comradely atmosphere. It’s good to 
keep up one’s morale by coming to this 
sort of thing now and again, if nothing 
else.

SOURCE .’John. Newcastle DAM

INDUSTRIAL
ISRAELNewcastle Fights Privatisation

huge profits. The growth of syndicalist 
unions, COB in Bolivia, SAAWU in South
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Since the Day of Action the Domestics 
at the R.V.I. have been working normally. 
Morale is now low, but it seems likely 
that they will soon renew their action. 
This week (sent in 6/7/‘85) the Domestics 
marched to the Hospital, back to work, as 
the Miners had done. Other Health work­
ers around Newcastle, who are under 
threat are now starting to take action and 
it seems possible that a united fight of 
health workers could take place.

The handling of the dispute by the 
joint union Committee obviously has its 
good and bad points and syndicalists can 
learn much from it. We can criticise from 
the outside like the SWP, but the only way 
as Anarchists that we can be in a position 
to argue for syndicalist ideas and tactics 
is to GET INVOLVED which none of us 
have done effectively yet. One thing we 
learnt from the Miners’ strike was that 
workers in struggle appreciated the Mutual 
Aid that Anarcho-syndicalists provide, 
without it being accompanied by a dog­
matic ‘We know best’ attitude and an 
attempt to flog our propaganda to them. 
As in all disputes, money is needed to 
maintain strike action. Please send donat­
ions and messages of support to: 
Shona Gill, Secretary,
Newcastle Health AuthorityJ oint Union 
Committee Against Privatisation, 
c/o NUPE, 'Southend', Femwood Road, 
J esmond, Newcastle-Upon-Tyne. NE2 ITJ 
SOURCE : John, on behalf of Newcastle

Direct Action Movement.

that day there was a large demonstration 
against privatisation. Also, on that day, 
most Domestics in other hospitals, and 
many other Health Service workers came 
out in support of the R.V.I. workers.

Militant (Trots in the Labour Party) 
had about 200 paper sellers, and the local 
Socialist Workers Party (Trots outside the 
Labour Party who have called for a merger 
with Militant, yet to be resolved?) distrib­
uted a very patronising leaflet which stated 
that ‘The time for token action is over. 
The serious fight has to begin now’ 
Obviously it was now time for this ‘van­
guard of the working class’ (sic.) to lead 
the struggle and show the Domestics what 
thev had been doing wrong.

Despite the very large demonstration, 
including miners, shipyard workers, trans­
port workers among others, some of the 
trade union official’s sense of solidarity 
seemed to be lacking. One C.O.H.S.E. 
official was overheard commenting that a 
group of miners carrying the Durham 
N.U.M. banner had ‘no right to be on the 
March’! As the March got underway, it 
became apparent that the police must 
have had an almost free reign in deciding 
the route of the March, which although 
very scenic (encompassing a tour of one 
of Newcastle’s nicest parks!) managed to 
avoid any of the working class areas of 
Newcastle’s East Side. On arriving at the 
Freeman Hospital, where the Health Auth­
ority meeting was taking place, there was 
a needlessly large, provocative presence of 
police. There was a good feeling of solid­
arity as the Freeman Hospital workers 
cheered the march to chants of ‘The work­
ers united, will never be defeated!’ This 
was immediately followed by an anti­
climax as we all marshalled into a nearby 
park where various speakers were to tell 
us what we’d all heard before.

Later in the day, the Health Authority 
announced the tragic decision to accept 
in-house tender and were mobbed by the 
angry health workers who had been wait­
ing for the outcome.

• t 
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PHI LUPINES
13 transmission lines linked to a newly 

completed nuclear power plant on the 
Bataan peninsula were damaged by simul­
taneous explosions. Military officials 
blamed ‘communist rebels’. Non-violent 
priests and nuns denounced the action.

Typists note: Capitalists such as Sir Clive 
Sinclair and Eddie Shah (who came into 
conflict with the NGA print union during 
a dispute at a local paper in Warrington in 
December 1983) have along with a whole 
section of their ilk gone for ‘decentralised 
totalitarianism’ - see Black Flag Quarterly 
Number 7 — based on the ‘new technology’ 
and employing directly only small numbers 
of people. Heavy industry in Western 
Europe is being streamlined down and new 
plants open in the ‘third world’ where they 
hope low pay and no strikes will return

L T
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Africa for example show the multi-national 
capitalists and the local States in these 
countries that labour ‘problems’ and rebel 
workers are emerging internationally!

Here, small scale ni-tech factories with

decentralised and be broken down to size 
when the workers take over. Few workers 
will want to be cogs in a machine when 
economic necessity doesn’t make them. 
But meanwhile we should penetrate into 
industry to make sure that the message of 
workers control percolates right through. 

AM.

and undercut other people’s wages, and 
partly to discourage them from moonlight­
ing at other jobs while being ‘supported’. 
In fact as unemployment is a necessary­
part of the present capitalist structure, 
these unemployed are as exploited as if 
working for a wage except that they 
receive it from the State, and those who 
are moonlighting are exploited twice — 
contributing to the economy as workers 
and as ‘unemployed’, and having a greater 
spending power to stimulate the economy.

part-time unorganised workers; and the 
poorly paid ‘service industry’ — again few 
workers — expanding with ^privatisation’ 
of National Health Service and local 
council ‘services’ outlines a growth in the 
unemployed that some Tories have said 
will go up to 10 million, still manageable 
if they spend, spend spend! The mining 
industry has been butchered and the best 
cuts such as the highly automated Selby 
pit, worked they hope by Notts scab type 
unionists (ie NCB ‘union’) remain.

Meanwhile the more forward thinking 
on the dole are hoping the State will now 
increase payments, improve YTS slave 
labour schemes payments and jobs to be 
learnt, and give shit jobs to robots’. Huh!

Finally, in the decade since the start 
of ‘ten years women’s liberation’ it seems 
that with the drift to the cities of the 
women workers, formerly ‘peasants that 
women as 51% of the world’s population 
own less than 2% of the resources, or put 
another way one step sideways for some, 
one step backwards for most! Bring on 
the syndicalist women’s militias! Anarchy.

A group of 280 Domestic workers at New- 
castles’s Royal Victoria Infirmary and 
Dental Hospital are fighting Newcastle 
Health Authority’s plans to put the Hos­
pital’s cleaning contract out to private 
tender, or to implement cuts in hours and 
pay.

This would mean serious financial hard­
ship to the already low paid (wages are 
only £1.72 an hour). The disasterous 
effects of privatisation have been seen 
over and over again in various parts of the 
country. For example, at Adenbrooks 
Hospital, Cambridge, where cleaners and 
other health workers have been on strike 
for over 6 months because of privatisation 
of cleaning services, standards have fallen 
dramatically. Cleaning surveys by the auth­
orities’ own panel and the community 
health council continue to show drastic 
shortfalls in cleaning standards. The prob­
lem was highlighted when on two consec­
utive days, theatres were found dirty and 
a day’s theatre list had to be cancelled.

Over the past few months there have 
been various actions, including strikes and 
walkouts by domestics, canteen staff and 
porters. The Domestics have received much 
support from workers outside the hospital 
too. A recent visit to Easington Colliery 
raised £400. Another example of this wide­
spread support is that the nearby Univers­
ity, which has strong links with the R.V.I. 
has collection boxes in all of its union 
buildings.

This support may by attributed to the 
informative and constant propaganda that 
is being put out by the strikers. Pickets at 
the main gates give out a strike bulletin, 
keeping other workers informed as to what 
is going on, and the pickets are always 
friendly and ready to chat to passers-by.

The Domestic’s action culminated in a 
recent series of action in the week 24th— 
28th June, the Friday of which saw a 
meeting of the Area Health Authority, at 
which they would make the final decision 
whether to privatise or to accept in-house 
tender which would include job losses. On

Tens of thousands of Israeli workers join­
ed the second general strike to hit Israel 
in a week to protest at Governmental 
emergency economic austerities, in July. 
Telephone, electricity, radio and tele­
vision services were disrupted. The Lead­
ers of the Histadrut corporatist trade union 
met with Government ministers to stop a 
plan to sack 10,000 public sector workers. 
Those facing the sack were 4,000 in the 
local authorities, 2,000 in ministerial dep­
artments, and an additional 4,000 in semi­
government institutions like schools, 
colleges and universities.

Apart from the sackings, the austerity 
package imposed by decree by Labour 
Prime Minister Peres’ coalition Cabinet 
meant huge cuts in public expenditure.

Wages and Salary indexation has been 
curtailed since October 1984, thus cost- 
of-living adjustments have ceased. Already 
bread prices went up 75 per cent and the 
price of milk, butter and eggs cost 65% 
more. Bus fares were doubled, electricity 
50%, water by 80% and petrol 27%. All 
other goods rose by up to 40 per cent.

Wage and price freezes last December 
and tax increases have fueled frustration. 
Even the rich, those who own houses of 
more than £80,000 value have had their 
property tax increased! The shekel is also 
devalued by nearly 19% bringing its value 
against pounds sterling to 6,500.

Because of the religous character of 
the Zionist State and the Zionist union, 
the Histadrut, the conflicts between the 
workers and the State are shaking up the 
corporatist (Government/Employers/ 
Trade Union agreement) system, at last.

An effect of the false shame is to make 
people falsely proud of not working, as in 
the rejection of work, masquerading as a 
form of working class theory. Some of 
the younger libertarians, brought up in 
the tradition which says that unemployed 
are separate from workers, adopt a sort 
of Catholic cloister ethic, which glorifies 
withdrawal from worldly life and thinks 
that by taking handouts from the State 
instead of from the capitalist they are 
rejecting State and capitalism.

In ‘one big union’ the working people 
will be able to get together, literally to 
swap jobs and experiences, and organise. 
We do not glorify work or industrialism

as such, we know that most of the jobs 
we are expected to do at present are shit 
jobs. But we believe that by organising 
jobs and making the employers give us 
proper wages, we are setting into motion 
a change over of society.

This goes contrary to the notions of 
‘weekend revolutionaries’ whose radical­
ism never goes on to the job itself and 
who therefore fall into workaday patterns 
determined by the capitalist class and the 
trade unions, and who never challenge 
them except on the streets.

Some of the notions arising from this 
alienation from working class struggle 
need to be challenged. One the notion 
that, it is hypocrisy to accept any hand­
out except from the State (the ‘false pride’ 
element have it here) and that working is 
wrong, or perhaps that particular jobs are 
wrong. What is always quoted is ‘would 
you organise police?’ For obvious tactical 
reasons one should not accept police into 
any revolutionary- organisation, but there 
is no moral issue to be made about it. The 
police are organised, for economic reasons 
into their own trade union and it is best 
they stay there. They cannot be acceptable 
in a syndicalist union but there are 
people whose jobs are equally ‘dirty’ — 
and here we can for once echo the cant 
liberal phrase ‘we are all guilty’.

Some say that social workers are ‘soft 
cops’ and even that school teachers are, 
and there is some justification for both, 
but then what of the journalists who in 
many cases ‘load the bullets for the police’ 
to fire? Printers are so well organised and 
militant that their role is seldom question­
ed but without them the journalists would 
be confined to broadcasting (the technic­
ians, electricians - are they soft cops too?) 
Do not enter the armaments industry we 
are enjoined by some, particularly in war 
time - yet it is not only the engineers, but 
the farmworkers and the clothing workers 
who contribute to the war industry.

It is all part and parcel of exploitation: 
when we take over we shall make our jobs 
‘clean’. The major factories may well be

DOMESTICS
O ?

Syndicalist Organisation
As syndicalists we are for organisation at
work, to take over the places of work and
so change society. It cannot be changed
from capitalism to a free society in any
other way. The capitalist society is firmly
anchored by its control over production 
and the economy. Protests in the streets 
may have effects on particular actions of
one government or another or not', at the
end of the day this does not change capital­
ism however violent or non-violent demos
may be. they still remain just that.

The now universally accepted theory
of the university radical professors that
workerism is all wrong and is based on
something they call ‘the Protestant work
ethic’; and that it is all based on material­
ism except that professors should get paid
more, is rejected by us as is the theory
developing out of it that we should reject 
work and form workers councils which 
will grow out of those who have never 
done any work.

We have also to reject the inborn trade
union theory that divides the employed 
from the unemployed. It is not a distinct­
ion we should recognise: employment 
meansexploitation. What we are fighting
for is the right to participate in all the
good things in life. We are not fighting for
the right to be exploited!

Local councils need to be established — 
in the embryonic stage as groups within 
industry, or clubs outside, but aiming to 
become part of the whole community, to
which all can belong whether wage earning 
or not, and within which people can be
unionised irrespective of craft or industry , 
lack of employment, or any other artificial 
division.

As unionists they can work together as
one big union and organise to take over 
industry.

One of the effects of institutionalised
unemployment is that Statist propaganda 
tries to make people feel ashamed of being 
out of work and not contributing etc,
partly to induce them to work at any price

few workers and in-house (ie. bosses) 
unions, 7 day a week shopping based on 

1 workers; and the

xpanding with ^privatisation’ 
Health Service and local
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