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union at the centre of the controversy. In 
the beginning Grantham called conditions 
at Grunwick’s ‘Dickensian’. However, he 
appeared to be friendly with boss Ward 
after the strike was over. Similarly, Jack 
Jones, then President of the TGWU, had 
praised ‘George’ on TV for not once 
criticising his employees over their work 
rate! Workers at the nearby Cricklewood 
sorting office who voted to stop Grun­
wick’s mail were later disciplined by their 
union for taking action without the per­
mission of their National Executive Com­
mittee. Indeed, the TUC later gave its 
support to a new law which made this 
secondary action illegal.

The effective use of funereal music as 
the strikers were gradually prepared for 
betrayal conveys the impression that 1977 
was the year the British labour movement 
died; crushed and humbled by a combinat­
ion of force and management-union collab­
oration. From now on it was to be a case 
of ‘tighten your belts’ or else.

Jack Jones, in a newspaper interview, 
said that 1977 was ‘the year of the beaver’ 
of hard work with little reward. He should 
have called it the year of the sell-out.

A salutary tale for trade unionists 
everywhere and a forceful reminder that 
the trade unions are, ultimately, as a 
striker succinctly put it, ‘ the upholders 
of capitalism’. An educational film well 
worth seeing.

UH'SORRY GAZ-[ 
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BLACK CHIP READERS MEETING 
On October 26th, the Anarchist computer 
magazine, Black Chip, held a readers meet­
ing at 121 Bookshop, Brixton. Subjects 
covered included the usefullness of differ­
ent systems, linking microcomputers for 
use as a communications network, and 
whether computers were ‘neutral’ or if, 
due to the State’s control of how systems 
are developed, the potential use of comput­
ers is limited, at the moment. The health 
hazards of visual display units, was also 
touched on, as was the increasing number 
of people employed in this industry.

A workshop to help people familiarise 
themselves with computer systems, and a 
publice meeting on the politics of comput­
ers, are planned for the New Year.

Black Chip is available from:
55 Dupont Road, SW20 8EH London.

Dear Friends,
I 'm writing to clear up a few questions 
I’ve got. AH too often anarchists, when 
confronted with people asking ‘what 
would you do’ reply ‘The workers (or 
the people) will decide’. That’s fair 
enough, we all want a Free Society con­
trolled from below, but it’s still a cop-out. 
We, as Anarchists, are part of ‘The 
Workers’ and ‘The People'. If we haven’t 
a clear idea of what we want, and come 
up with practical suggestions, no-ones 
going to take us seriously.

Take Law and Order. We all know the 
laws are made by and for the rich and 
administered by class-biased judges. We 
know the police are the cornerstone of the 
state and are the enemy. We know police 
are useless at preventing anti-social acts 
such as mugging, rape, and murder. In 
a Free Society anti-social acts are likely 
to be much less common than today, etc. 
etc. etc. .. For all that, how to deal with 
rapists and murderers?

Come the Revolution, we will not live 
in Utopia. The sun will not shine out of 
everyones backside. Th ere will be a lot 
of problems which will need sorting out.

A citizen’s militia, the People Armed, 
is a needed defence to stop communities 
being taken over by armed thugs — Trots 
fascists, mafia, police etc.

Most crimes do not need detective work 
as its usually obvious who’d done it (most 
murders and rapes are by people who 
know each other). But some do. What 
about where people die in unknown 
circumstances?There is a need for 
coroners to find out exactly why some­
one died. Likewise, unless people are 
happy with Yorkshire Rippers roaming 
about freely, there’s a need to find out 
who did a murder. That means, I think, 
some kind of detective body working 
alongside, not above, the Citizens 
Militia. Detective skills, forensic science 
etc., aren’t learnt overnight, and investi­
gating a murder may take longer than an 
average stint in the community street 
patrols (assuming community defence 
is rotated among the community).

Once someone is suspected of 
murder,, surely there is a need toproye 
it. Surely there is a need for a real 
system of justice accepted by everyone. 
If it’s not accepted by most people, and 
if innocent people suffer, it will just lead 
to vendettasand blood feuds.

Muggers and drug-pushers deserve a 
good kick'ng(?), but what about murder­
ers and rapists? If murders are not killed, 
what is the alternative? Banishment? 
Quarantine7 What is the difference 
between quarantine and a comfortable 
prison? Prisons are a crime and should be

PAGE 8 BLACK FLAG

THE YEAR OF THE BEAVER 
(Faction Films)
The long hot summer of 1976 created an 
unprecedented demand for the develop­
ment of snapshot photos. For the workers 
of Grunwick’s, a London film processing 
laboratory, this meant working twice as 
hard for the same wages. The majority of 
the workforce were Asian immigrants who 
had to endure sweatshop conditions that 
were imposed by the Managing Director, 
George Ward. Some worked from 8am to 
10pm. A visit to the toilet was frowned 
upon as ‘interfering with production’.

The film traces the course of the work­
ers' strike for union recognition which was 
to last over a year and which attracted 
world-wide attention. Trade unionists 
from all over the country came to picket 
Grunwick’s in solidarity with the strikers.

The GrunwiCc dispute was a watershed 
in modern British history as the film clear­
ly shows. The use of mass (violent) policing 
and selective media coverage in favour of 
scabs and the Company by the Callaghan 
Government can now be seen as paving 
the way for the hard-line monetarist 
regime of Thatcher. In fact, there was 
little to pick between Callaghan’s and 
Thatcher’s statements throughout the 
dispute.

What came across most strongly was 
the ambiguous role played by trade union 
Leaders, particularly that of Roy Granth­
am, the secretary of APEX which was the
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REMEMBER REMEMBER THE5"OF NOVEMBER 
GUNPOWDER TREASONS PLOT 
I SEE NO REASON WHY GUNPOWER TREASON 
SHOULD EVER E FORGOT/

PRISONERS BENEFIT
On Friday November 8th there will be a 
benefit at 121 Bookshop for Greek anarch­
ist prisoners and those who are on trial by 
the Greek State. 126 people face trial for 
the demonstration against fascist Le Pen, 
in Athens. Money raised will go to support 
them, Victor Armanious, who has been 
released form prison after his hunger strike, 
but still faces a long prison sentence, and 
D. Melitis who is charged with expropriat­
ion of a bank (more details next issue). 
The benefit begins at 11pm, at 121 Book­
shop, 121 Railton Road, SE24. 2746655. 
Tube: Brixton. Late night buses run to & 
from the city all night. If you can’t come 
but wish to support the fund send your 
greetings, donations c/o the ABC at: 
BM Hurricane, London WC1N3XX
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Letter from Liverpool
abolished. .. so what’s the solution. 

Obviously, any actions taken against 
such people should be done openly and 
be accountable to the community as a 
whole. We want a more humanitarian and 
just society, not one ruled by vigilantes. 

Anyway, I’d like to see what you 
think.

All the best,
R.J. Liverpool 17, Merseyside. 

PS. How were anti-social crimes dealt 
with in, say, the Spanish Revolution? 
Some considerable points are raised here 
and it is no good saying we have all the 
answers flip. It is true that it is premature 
to discuss details of a future society like 
whether we should have coroners — but 
what happened in Spain in 1936 was that 
this undiscussed question was shelved and 
they just carried on with the old police 
force, often with union militants taking 
over from rightist police, saying it was 
an anti-fascist necessity.

Offhand, is there a good reason for 
not liquidating psychopathic murders? 
Ourobjection to the death penalty is 
that it makes the State too powerful 
but in a truly free society it couldn't 
be — that doesn't mean we let child­
killers or sex murderers loose, and in the 
early stages of such a society they might 
still exist.

Often when talking of an anarchist 
society we are asked hypothetically to 
deal with the problems of the present day, 
which exist and are nurtured in a Statist 
society. It is a trap to avoid; but it is 
true we ought to have some answers 
ready.

Police are a modern (and capitalistic) 
invention, to deal with the problems of a 
an urban society in which the poor are 
compressed. The detective police were 
not invented until later: chiefly as a result 
of the civil espionage and public black­
mail in the Napoleonic period. These 
elements of police to suppress the poor, 
and detective police to engage in political 
repression and intrigue (nowadays 
Intelligence services do this) remain to 
this day and no way fit into an anarchist 
society.

However, there have been anarchist 
intelligence agencies - particularly during 
the period of defence action against the 
Spanish and Portuguese, as well as French 
and Italian, dictatorships, which might 
presage how an investigation body which 
didn 't intend to become a detective 
force as we know it, might proceed. It 
should not be a separate institutionalised 
body, nor have powers beyond and 
above local community.

But that the study of what we might 
call libertarian criminology is in its 
infancy Is beyond dispute.
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Bits and Pieces
ANARCHIST ENCYCLOPAEDIA 
The Anarchist Encyclopaedia, due to 
commence on November 11th, will consist 
of bi-monthly folios, each devoted to a 
particular theme, social issue or problem 
which will be explored in depth. The 
object will be to cast a hard light on other 
ideologies, seek fresh viewpoints, clarify 
issues and achieve a better understanding 
of the implications of anarchism and 
other aspects of society.

It is designed as an easily updateable 
and cross-referenced source on curent 
research and thinking and will explore 
new fields in the presentation of anarchist 
theory.

There will be check lists for every 
section, bibliographies and bigraphical 
notes. The first monograph will be a 
researched essay on Civil war and civil 
peace — Libertarian Aragon 1936-7. 
Most comments on Spanish Anarchism 
and its part in the Civil War deal with the 
Catalonia — a completely fresh look is 
obtained by dealing with Aragon.

Subscription rates will be — 1 year 
(institutional) £25 or (US$50); 2 years, 
£45 (US$90); (individual 1 year £16 
(US$32); 2 years £30 (US$60). 
Contact the Anarchist Encyclopaedia, 
at Cambridge Free Press, Unit 6, 25 
Gwydir Street, Cambridge. CB1 2LG
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FOR SALE
An Xerox 3100 Mobile Copier for only 
£600. Also supplied are boxes of paper 
and dry toner very cheap. The copies 
will do up to 99 copies and you can use 
up to six sizes of paper. For enquiries 
ring 01-351 6357 ask for Mrs Garcia.
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CORTONWOOD

Rank and File Meeting

SQUATTER MURDERED

*

Goodbyes at the last production shift at Cortonwood pit.

Black Flag Readers Meeting

I

The readers meeting will be held on Sunday 
November 10th, at 2.00pm in the North 
Room, Conway Hall, 25 Red Lion Square, 
WC1 Tube: Holborn.

All readers are welcome to come with 
helpful suggestions, comments and ideas 
for distribution. There will be a bookstall 
(back copies of Black Flag, Fortnightly, B

The miners at Cortonwood refused to take 
their pit’s closure in 1984. From there 
solidarity strikes by NUM members brought 
the industry almost to a standstill. The 
strike cost the British State some £5 billion 
On the 25/10/85 the mine closed after it 
was threatened. Industrial resistance 
became rearguard action as the strike was 
lost and the ‘streamlining’ steamroller 
crashed on. 64 miners are still in jail. More 
miners have lost their jobs and face the 
winding road loking for a job on the wage­
slave market with 5 million others.

The support network which included 
workers in other industries and commun­
ities lies dormant with but a few fighting 
on. The National Rank & File Miners 
Movement is holding a conference of 
support groups and rank and file workers 
independent of the State, Church and 
domination of a political Party. It will be 
in Sheffield, in the Students Union Build­
ing all day Saturday, November 30th. 
This initiative could see the re-emergence 
of a syndicalist workers movement whose 
mutual aid, solidarity and direct action 
tactics means emancipation of the workers 
by the workers themselves. Don’t mourn 
Cortonwood's closure, organise resistance.

Supplements, Quarterns, pamphlets and 
some books and posters), refreshments 
and if you need child-care, please contact 
121 Bookshop, 121 Railton Road, SE24 
or phone 01-2746655 12-4pm, in advance. 
If you have any other queries, or need 
accomodation, contact 121. 

lack Flag Collective.
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l burns as sauatjers take actior Unary at the beatinas and murder by the policed 
the police station cells flared up the riots 
until Sunday evening, leaving police cars 
in the parking lot of the main station 
burnt out, most Council offices smashed, 
other police stations attacked.

Other sources reported the occupation 
of the Townhall but no details are available 
as we go to press. At least 50 people have 
been arrested.

There was NO media coverage in the 
British press.

The Dutch authorities blame the squatt­
ers death on drug abuse - highly unlikely 
according to his friends and family.

Solidarity actions against the Dutch
State were done in Frankfurt and Berlin 
at the time of this article.

•1 Count it buildinc
COPS MURDER SQUATTER 
R iots and severe battles occured from 
Thursday, 24/10/‘85 to Sunday 26/10/‘85 
in the Dutch capital Amsterdam after a 
squatter died in police cells.

The fights started after the surprise 
eviction of a mother and child from her 
squatted flat in the Staatslieden area, 
a Squatters stronghold. Local squatters 
decided to do a mass re-squat. The police 
who were still occupying the flat panicked 
and fired their guns at the squatters, hitting 
one in the arm before escaping out the 
back.

The riot police were gathering outside, 
battles followed. All those arrested were 
badly beaten up. One squatter’s death in

MINERS BALLOTS
As predicted in the Black Flag Supplement 
on the miners strike the TUC and Labour 
Party are in a quandry about what to do 
with the new scab union split from the 
NUM. So far the TUC has avoided the UDM 
getting official affiliation, but still has met 
its organisers. The Labour Parliamentarians 
want votes and have not come to any con­
clusion over the UDM wanting to sponsor 
Labour MPs like the NUM...

The ‘Union (?) of Democratic Minework­
ers’ based in Nottinghamshire and South 
Derbyshire has been recognised by the Coal 
Board boss McGregor and the NCB has 
begun to harass Bolsover miners who did 
vote to stay with the NUM. The NCB has 
told them they do not recognise the NUM 
in the Notts area or South Derbyshire.

In Notts 6,000 voted to stay in the 
NUM and 1,090 in South Derbyshire. In 
the strike the UDM members ignored the 
‘democratic’ majority who voted with their 
feet to support the fight against pit closure. 
What ‘freedom’ the NUM members in the 
Notts and South Derbyshire area will get 
from the UDM scabs & bosses will be like 
that they received in the 1984/5 strike.. . 
none.
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HOME NEWS
Stop South African Business

6months

Recent Riots in Britain
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signs saying ‘Product of Murder in South 
Africa’ etc.

Similar actions took place in Tescos 
and ASDA stores in Wrexham.

| QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
ON ANARCHISM
Q: As presumably a Stateless society 
would have no Customs or immigrat­
ion officers barring entry into the 
society, how would you envisage it 
not being overrun with immigrants 
from abroad, changing the entire 
way of life — not a mythical suppos­
ition, but something already happen­
ing and quite unwelcome by the 
workers in particular?And might 
your anarchist society just possibly 
be as racist as any other, like, for 
instance, the kibbutzim in Israel, 
once hailed as free communes by 
Anarchists, yet determinedly racist 
and militarist for all that?
A It was not Anarchists who once 
hailed the kibbutzim as 'free comm­
unes' but Pacifistsand left-socialists 
(including some so-called pacifist­
anarchists like the renegade Wood­
cock, Peace News etc. but we don't 
rate them). In fact the kibbutzim, at 
their best, were authoritarian comm­
unes, run on military lines, patriotic 
or religious, as distinct from free 
communes (but as authoritarian 

l communism calls to mind Russia, 
they were thought of as free with 

i that comparison).
People are racist because they are 

[ into power politics and asserting 
authority over people; they are un­
likely to have libertarian attitudes, 
and therefore people who created 
an anarchist society would not be 
racist; or if they were, the society 
would soon vanish. One way it could 
vanish would be by re-creating a 
State to keep people out.

Ways of life frequently change, 
and not enough, often enough! 
Uniike the Labour Party ultra-left 
which goes along with imposing 
ethnic cultures or religions — teach­
ing Bengali in local schools for eg. — 
we would hope in a society of 
federalist internationalism (based 
not on nation States but internation­
al small groupings) national and 
racial cultures, and divisions based 
on religion or State allegiance, 
would lose their compulsive base 
and finally vanish. Abolition of 
frontiers would be a natural conse­
quence, it would obviously have 
some hiccups, but essentially when 
you want to build up a society (free 
or otherwise) you need people, and 
more of them; it's when you want 
to run it down (as doctrinaire mon­
etarism insists) people become an 
embarrassment.

Liverpool
IN the past 3 months, there has been some 
picketing, leafletting, postering and the 
work of getting in touch with shop workers 
and unions directly involved with industries 
connected with Apartheid.

On Sunday October 6th, 12 branches of 
Barclays Bank had cash points, night safes 
and door locks glued up by a new anti­
apartheid group calling itself ‘LAB’.

Ill
til

ONCE A TROT. . . ALWAYS A 
TORY?
Lord Gowrie resigned as Arts Minister 
because he could not afford to live in 
London and take the responsibilities of 
a Cabinet Minister on a mere £33,000 
per year. He has got a job as Chairman 
of Sotheby’s at £100,000 — but says the 
salary business is inflated. He isn’t desert­
ing, he says, it’s just that ’for somebody 
in business there is only so much time 
one can devote to public service’.

Lord Gowrie was the first Trotskyist 
to enter a Conservative Government. Ther 
There was only so much time he could 
devote to the revolution before he passed 
from student days to business.

Recently, a TV journalist coined the 
phrase ‘Maggie’s Militant Tendency’ to 
describe the fascist wing of the Young 
Conservatives/Federation of Conservative 
Students. It was unfair to the Tapeworm 
Tendency, miscalled Militant, who are 
Trots, not fascists. The two are not syn­
onymous despite the fact that the 
Communist Party made them so for years 
until united in the Broad Left (at least in 
Britain, Trotsky is still an unrehabilitated 
villain in the USSR). Maggie’s Trotskyist 
Tendency was headed by Lord Gowrie. 
Will we not see another Trotskyist Minister 
until we get a Labour Government? 
Perhaps we will — there are one or two 
in the running.

Trotskyists still denounce the entry of 
the POUM, and of the Spanish Anarchists’ 
‘representatives’ into a ‘bourgeois govern­
ment’. Quite rightly. But it’s a bit like 
Reagan denouncing terrorism.

£1 2 inland 
£1 5 surface. £1 9 Air 
£6.50 Inland 
£8 surface. £10 Air

INTERNAL FRICTION BRIGADE 
The unveiling of a memorial to the British 
battalion of the International Brigade — 
as a parting Swansong gift of Ken Living­
stone’s GLC bounty dispenser - was the 
subject of comment in the Morning Star 
which regretted that: No mention had 
been made in the official speeches of the 
role of the Soviet Union or of the role of 
the Communist Party of Great Britain in 
organising the British Battalion. . . T/zey 
sent food, clothes, medical supplies, arms 
planes and volunteers to fight fascism in 
Spain.

Peter Simple in the Daily Telegraph, 
referring to this (the Devil can cite Script­
ure for his purposes) said: They also sent 
apparatchiks to ensure the Reds were 
made to serve the interests of the Soviet 
Union rather than those of Spain. Without 
their help in efficiently organising purges 
and executions, there was no way the 
native Spanish anarchists and other awk­
ward people could have been suppressed.

With which we can hardly quarrel. But 
who would guess that Peter Simple writes 
his column not a few yards from one of 
these ‘apparatchiks’, Alf Sherman, Sir 
Alfred since he became Mrs Thatcher’s 
speechwriter — now a Leader writer for 
the Daily Telegraph1. Is it okay to ‘organ­
ise purges and executions’ providing you 
take your experience to the Tories after­
wards?

HOME DEFENCE BASE
DESTROYED!
The UK's main Home Defence (Air) 

intelligence and communications HQ, 
based at RAF Brampton was badly damag­
ed by a mysterious fire early last week. 
Sabotage has not been ruled out.

The base forms part of a chain of 
communication centres linked together. 
The network as a whole includes North­
wood (NATO East Atlantic Command), 
Bawtry (RAF Strike Command), GCHQ 
Cheltenham (main government listening 
post), etc. Officially Brampton is designat­
ed as the RAF’s Support Command HQ, 
and acts as a last resort air defence against 
enemy strike bombers.

The fire itself caused millions of pounds 
of damage and destroyed masses of classif- * 
ied information stored at the main admin­
istration building. The whole building was 
a complete write-off.
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POLICE PRIVILEGES
In the wake of the ‘disturbed’ senior cop 

who ‘accidentally’ shot Mrs Dorothy 
‘Cherry’ Groce (now paralysed) last month 
in Brixton, it appears even the Home Sec­
retary Douglas ‘brick me’ Hurd cannot 
cope with Alf Parrish the Derbyshire Chief 
Constable.

Alf ‘giz ya money’ Parrish is above the 
Law by being the Law. He was caught (the 
only ‘crime’ in corruption) spending some 
£28,000 on his personal office, misuse of 
police vehicles etc. He was suspended on 
full pay in June 1984 and now ‘psychiat- 
rically ill’ Parrish is beyond Derbyshire 
Council prosecution tribunal. If Hurd and 
Parrish are not Freemasons then it must 
be an even better ‘benevolent society’?

James Anderton Chief Constable of 
Greater Manchester and Mr Leslie Curtis 
the Police Federation Chairman on the 
BBC2 Open to Question programme were 
hostile to the questions put to them by 
schoolchildren and said they were only 
obeying orders ‘if the orders were right’ 
(how far right?). They had to police tha 
miners strike or there would be ‘anarchy’.

‘ I 1
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Police Commissioner, Sir Kenneth 
Newman, claimed recently that 
rioting was 'foreign' to Britain. Not 
wishing to allow this gem to get by 
we have listed a short list of some 
of the more well known riots that 
have taken place in recent British 
history, tn many cases the riots 
referred to were not one riot in one 
place but a series of riots in different 
locations, some but not all, of the 
major strikes are mentioned too.
1520 Enclosure riots in Norfolk, against the 
forced enclosure of commonland, which had 
traditionally been cultivated jointly.
1549 Enclosure riots in Cambridge. Uprising in 
Great Yarmouth. Riots in Devon and Cornwall. 
Exeter besieged. Rebellion in Norfolk. Riots in 
Essex, Hertfordshire, Rutland, Worcestershire, 
Gloucestershire, Wiltshire, Hampshire, Somerset, 
Kent and Susses. ('Copycat' riots?).
1596 Peasants revolt in South Oxfordshire.
1607 Midlands uprising against enclosures. Diggers 
Diggers and Levellers begin to organise.
1620-30 Many enclosure riots.
1649 Digger colony at St Georges Hill. Levellers 
uprising.
1661 Fifth Monarchists hold London for 
several days.
1675 Weavers riot for 3 days in Spitalf lelds 
(london).
1689 Troops mutiny at Ipswich.
1714-15 Countrywide rioting.
1726 Riots in Glasgow against the Malt Tax
20 are killed.
1736 Edinburgh riots. Many killed. In a second 
riot the General responsible for the killings is 
lynched.
1740 Riots in Northumberland. Machinery gets 
smashed.
1743 Riots spread against Turnpike roads. 
Many rioters are shot.
1753 Bread riots in Bristol. Ships carrying corn 
are looted.
1760 Portsmouth naval docks burned down 
because of press ganging.
1766 Lace workers expropriate corn from 
farmers to sell themselves.
1768 Riots in Blackburn against new machinery
1780 Riots lead to the liberation of prisons in 
London ie. Newgate.
1788 Food riots in Nottinghamshire. Also 
machine wrecking.
1794 Naval mutiny at Spithead.
1795 Food riots throughout the country
1797 Another mutiny at Spithead. 

« - -

Edinburgh
The successful overnight red paint bomb­
ing of Barclays and Standard Chartered 
banks, by ‘persons unknown’ got the day 
off to a good start in Edinburgh.

Most businesses in and around Princess 
Street which profit from apartheid had 
stickers/posters put on their windows. In 
food shops, trolleys were piled high with 
South African goods and dumped in the 
aisles after posters and leaflets explaining 
why were put on top. A thousand leaflets 
were given out to passersby, urging solidar­
ity with the struggle in South Africa.

Women’s actions were done at two of 
the largest Safeways stores and the ‘Sava 
Centre’ (Boofs and Sainsburys). Dozens 
of trolleys were dumped, often clearing 
shelves completely of certain products. 
Several women talked to the managers in 
most cases futile, though one manager 
admitted he was a hypocrite, as he never 
bought South African goods at home, but 
handled them at work.
Crewe <& Wrexham
At Co-op and Asda supermarkets, trolley 
loads of South African goods were collect­
ed and dumped in the aisles, with large
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1811-16 Luddite actions: sabotage and the 
wrecking of machinery.
1812 Prime Minister assassinated. Troops 
despatched to riot areas.
1816 Spa Fields riot. Riots also in Ely and 
Littleport.
1819 Peterloo Fields demonstration. 11 killed 
by troops.
1820 King attacked in London street. Troops 
battle against 60,000 strikers in Glasgow. 
1824-31 Iron workers in South Wales engage 
in guerrilla warfare against troops.
1830'$ More machine breaking throughout 
Southern England. Threatening letters sent to 
landowners by ‘Captain Swing'.
1831 Riots. Prisons opened and burned.
1834 Workhouses burned. Lancashire paralysed 
for 16 weeks by strike action. Tolpuddle martyrs 
deported to Australian prison colony.
1839 Riots in Glasgow, Sunderland, Newcastle 
and Lancashire. 1000 miners march on Newport 
Riots in centre of Birmingham. Rebecca riots 
in Wales.
1840-45 Three attempts on the life of Queen 
Victoria.
1840's Chartist riots. Strikes throughout the ' 
Midlands and the North. 1500 arrested by troops 
Riots in Wales. Arson attacks extensive.
1856 Police Act made mandatory for all counties. 
1867 Trade Unions declared illegal. Clerkenwell 
gaol bombed.
1888-93 Strikes flourish, particularly in the 
docks, buses and mines.
1905 Strikes bring country to standstill.
1910 Riots in Bermondsey. Siege of Sidney 
Street, 3 killed.
1911 Troops open fire on rioters in Liverpool,
2 killed. Troops open fire in Llanelly, 2 killed. 
Dock, railway and weavers strikes.
1912-14 Strikes in docks, mines and seamen's 
strike. Suffragette actions.
1915-16 Strikes in Clydeside and riots.
1917 Mutiny in trenches in Europe by troops. 
1918-19 Mutinies abound. Police strike. Naval 
mutiny at Scarpa Flow.
1926 General Strike after miners demand not 
a penny off the pay or an hour on the day'. 
The miners are the last to return to work after 
six months facing starvation.
1936 Riots against fascists. Battle of Cable 
Street routs fascists, police surrender.
1950 London dock strike.
1970-71 Angry Brigade bombings.
1972 Miners and dockers strike. Occupation 
of Upper Clyde shipyards.
1974 Miners strike brings down government.
1975 Red bon Square demonstration against 
fascists - Kevin Gately killed by police.
1976 Hull Prison riot.
1977 Notting Hill anti-police riot. Mass pickets 
at Grunwicks.
1978 State conspiracy against anarchists - 
'Persons Unknown' trial Lorry drivers strike.
1979 Winter of Discontent' strikes in most 
public sector industries against low pay. Blair 
Peach killed by police in anti-fascist 
demonstration at Southall, west London.
1980 Bristol anti-police riot,
1981 Riots against police in Brixton (April and 
July), Southall, Notting Hill, Moss Side/ 
Manchester, Leicester, and other parts of the 
country. David Jones, a crippled youth, is run 
down by police and killed in Toxteth riots. 
1983 4 'Stop the City' blockades in London 
and other cities. Acts of sabotage
1984-5 Miners strike against pit closures lasts
12 months. Police place pit villages under 
siege. Battle of Orgreave. 10,000 arrests. Many 
charged (but later acquitted) with riot. Union 
funds sequestrated. Riots near Parliament.
1985 September/October riots in Handsworth, 
Brixton, Peckham, Toxteth and Tottenham, 
Against police murder.
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Channel 2 and France-Soir have gone 
out of their way and push these slanders 
to the limit, with the aim of frightening 
off those who might be tempted to carry 
out such actions in the future.

In Paris, the underground was inter- . 
rupted at two different places simultaneous­
ly on the morning of Friday the 12th. That 
night Le Monde and France Soir announced 
that the saboteurs had left tracts signed by 
'Black Order'l this is not true. This can only 
be police provocation, as they were the 
first on the scene.

'Black Order' is the name used by the 
Italian Secret Services when they set off 
murderous bombs in the station at Bologna 
a couple of years ago. One can see the sort 
of analogy that they were trying to set up. . 
Despite the formal denial that evening •
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support class struggle
& anarchist prisoners

Dear friends,
Many thanks for your letter and the 

publications sent. I am very impressed 
with Black Flag; it is as much as I had 
expected and more. What puzzles me 
is why there isn’t a comparable public­
ation on this side of the Atlantic?

Open Road approaches it in inter­
national coverage, but is only published 
sporadically. Bulldozer rivals it in qual­
ity, but is primarily concerned with 
prisons and prisoners, it is also irregular. 
Of the North American publications I 
have seen which admit to an anarchistic 
viewpoint, they are either primarily fan 
magazines with band interviews and re­
prints from European magazines, e.g., 
Black flag; or they are all wrapped up 
in theoretical dialecticism and are seem­
ingly oblivious to what is presently 
happening in the world.

Perhaps my problem is that I chose 
to adopt a world view, believing that 
none of us should be sidetracked by 
patriotism, nationalism, or sectarianism. 
Anarchists throughout the world should 
be continually aware of their counter­
parts activities to be better able and 
prepared to work jointly toward a 
common goal. For myself, I am less 
interested in defining the theoretical 
reasonings underlying the basic tenets 
of anarchism than I am in achieving 
viable progress towards a stateless, class­
less world community.

As for my present location, the jail 
is about 50 miles east of Los Angeles 
and so is quite a distance from San- 
Francisco and even further from Eureka. 
However, I welcome letters from any­
where and appreciate the opportunity 
that such contact presents in broaden­
ing my knowledge and understanding 
of the movement. For my part, I make 
it a point to circulate publications that 
I receive amongst as many prisoners as 
possible, hoping in this way to justify 
the expense of their being sent to me.

If you could send me the following 
two DAM publications, which I read 
prisoners can get free, IWA Today and 
IWA: Principles, Aims & Statutes, I 
would certainly appreciate it.

It may interest you to know that the 
September 23rd edition of Black Flag 
was temporarily withheld by prison
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authorities. This is nothing new and 
has occurred in the past with other 
publications sent to me. It is my deter­
mination that shock value plays a large 
part in such actions. In this case, the 
headline Why Not Riot? was no doubt 
initially viewed as a call for prisoners to 
riot. Such simplistic, albeit warped 
reasoning and its ramifications is a 
prime example of the evilness that 
permeates the prison system and just 
exhibits the mentality which seeks to 
deprive others of their freedom.

Hope to hear from you again,
Leonard F. Tate
C-36957, Dorm 31
P.O. Box 3535, Norco, CA 91760 
USA

can we hope from a shit like Mitterand, 
who, as Minister of the Interior, gave the 
orders to fire on striking Workers in 1955 
at Nantes.

'Everything that crawls the earth is 
ruled by blows'. Our solidarity to the 

es of the Vai du Seme,' and to the
mutineers of Chaumont, Lyon, Douai, 
Eureux, and any others.

Early August 1985. 0$ canganceiros

Straw burns well in summer as a Toulouse 
chair maker who used to make his profits 
from the sweat of prisoners found out. At 
Nantes, the printing press which handles 
the national press for the western regions 
was sabotaged when sand/gravel and nails 
were introduced into the compressors that 
feed the printing cylinders. In Paris, two 
Metro lines were shut down by the simplest 
of techniques; throwing worksite material 
on the tracks.

Each time every precaution was taken 
to see that the safety of travellers was not 
menaced. This is why we did not stop the 
high speed train (TGU) in the same manner 
that we stopped the TEE train. We thought 
it too dangerous to brutally stop a tram as 
fast as this one, so we sabotaged material to 
to disrupt traffic instead.

Emboldened by the arrest of 4 people 
at Rouen at the beginning of July, the 
specialised liars went one step further in 
their hypocrisy: they insinuated that these 
4 could have been responsible for the de­
railment which took place 3 days after the 
action of the ‘hoboes of the val du Seme' 
on the Paris-Havre line. The press announc­
ed that they had burned some signal boxes 
which resulted in the accident. But as the 
railway company itself has stated on num­
erous occasions, this could not have had 
dangerous consequences for the safety of 
passengers because the destruction of any 
signal boxes automatically causes all railway 
signals to go red so that all trams coming 
into the sector stop, and then proceed at 
greatly reduced speed (about 20 m.p.h.)

There is no way that the 'hoboes of Val 
du Seine' could have been responsible for 
the accident yet they have been accused 
of the destruction of materials which 
coqld endanger lives, a criminal offence.

2nd January. Verdict: suicide.
Roy Mdnnes, 31, remand prisoner, found 
hanged, HMP Strangeways, 10th April. 
Graham Neale, 31, remand prisoner, 
found hanged, HMP Lincoln, 6th June. 
Patrick joseph O'Neill, (aka Joseph 
Naylor) found hanged, HMP Brixton, 12th 
May. Verdict: suicide.
Philip Rapier, 19, found hanged HMP 
Swansea (third hanging at the prison in a 
year). Open verdict, but coroner consider­
ing new inquest after reports that death 
linked to solvent abuse.
Harold Roberts found hanged, secure unit, 
Prestwich Hospital, where he was 
transferred from HMP Strangeways after 
8 months on remand. Family blame 
delay for his death.
Eusif Ryan, died 28th May, HMP Wands­
worth.
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France-Soir took up this blatant fabrication 
in its edition of the following day.

After they first asked if we were terror­
ists or jokers with poor taste, the specialists 
of lies went from insinuation to accusation. 
This is not surprising in a social system 
whose survival depends upon the police and 
the lie. They speak of 'mysterious groups' 
behind all of this. A pretentious ignoramus 
in France-Soir that 'these groups recruit 
members of left-wing anarchism, the fringe 
between delinquency and terrorism.'

One can hope that because of the revolt 
there will be a b reath of fresh air We know 
to what point the socialists are contemptuous 
of everyone. But what can one hope from 
the State, beyond blows or lies? And what
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For the first time in this rotten country, a 
movement of practical support in favour of 
prisoners in revolt has shown itself. There is 
a blow unexpected by all the reformers, all 
those who allow the suffering of prisoners 
to justify their own cowardlyness, their 
interest in helping keep the status quo. Above 
all, it is a blow to the State.

On the outside, there are a multitude of 
cretins who indulge themselves in long speeches 
over what they call the 'problem of detention’, 
even though they have no personal experience 
of being arrested and would be better shutting 
up. Their pretentious hot air contrasts with the 
silence that is imposed upon the prisoners in 
revolt, and the total censure that their comm­
uniques have received.

Inside a prison, information gets around 
by underground rumours. This differs from 
one prison to another. This gives a certain 
importance in prisons to the written press, 
in addition to helping to kill time through 
reading. Worry and isolation are the only two 
things which accord a certain interest to the 
newspapers; and makes each of their lies that 
much more damaging.

The press has been unanimously hostile 
to the prisoners revolts, through slander or 
silence. All commentators shout out the same 
stupid questions that only intellectuals can 
pose, with the all too abvious aim of creating 
confusion. They only differ in the manner by 
which they ask the State to crush the revolt. 
At one scheme, Le Figaro calls for a tighter 
clamping down upon prisoners, and harps 
ceaselessly about supposed government in­
action. At the other extremity. Liberation 
joyfully supports a government which talks 
of reforms, and waxes eloquent over the 
cultural gadgets by which the government 
hopes to cool the jailbirds anger.

The prisoners struggle totally concerns us 
We distributed a folder in June 1985 which 
echoed and amplified the prison mutineers 
demands, in the spirit of the revolt itself. To 
our knowledge, this is the only document 
which clearly took the side of the revolt, 
without the embarassed excuses put forth by 
the militants of all types. The 4 demands 
stated were those of the mutineers, expressed 
in the rare tracts to filter out, and expressed 
in their actions. A certain number of people 
then created a scandal, particularly by disturb­
ing rail traffic throughout the country. They 
thus gained publicity for the demands which 
had been denied up to that point, and give 
justice to the reality of the revolt.

The hostility of the media has been system­
atic from the beginning. All have spoken of 
'outrages'. Calling a barricade on a railway 
track, or breaking a signal light an 'outrage' is 
not only a monstrous exaggeration, but also 
a means of encouraging repression by assimil­
ating all expressions of solidarity with 'terror- 
ism', a fortiori, to speak of 'rail terrorists' as 
some journals have done is very low. One 
paper even spoke of travellers taken hostage 
after an action involving the Trans Europe 
Express. Speaking of hostages, how about 
the 25,000 in preventative detention?

Organised 'vandalism' would be more 
precise.

We use the means of action of any prole­
tarian: sabotage and vandalism. We don't 
carry out symbolic actions, we create disorder 
like workers in struggle are currently doing, 
blocking roads and railway lines, stopping TV 
transmitters etc.

The principal characteristic of the actions 
from mid May to mid June was simplicity. 
The Paris-Brussels TEE was stopped by a very 
simple procedure which changed a signal light 
to red, 1 5 people were enough to stop this 
important train, spray-paint the demands of 
the May rioters, break the windows to distrib­
ute tracts. The customs officials and plain 
clothes policemen in the front car did nothing 
to oppose this. The system of signals of the 
high speed TGU was sabotaged by a mere 
hammer; on various rail lines, electrical boxes 
were burnt with a bit of petrol.

Mario Armando Gambone, 54, life 
sentence prisoner, found dead in bed, 
HMP Long Lartin. 6th August.
Matthew Gilmour, 24, remand prisoner, 
found hanged, HMP Winson Green, 15th 
May.
Mark Anthony Hall, 21, serving 9 months, 
found dead in cell, Guernsey Prison. Aug. 
Keith William Hicks, 38, remand prisoner, 
died due to status epilepticus, HMP 
Brixton. 12th March.
Kenneth I sherwood, 47. Found ‘not 
lucid’ at court and remanded for his own 
safety. Found hanged, HMP Perth 26th 
January.
John Jackson, 18. Collapsed during train­
ing at Wellingborough Youth Custody 
Centre, 26th May. Verdict: Natural causes. 
Chittananian Joshi, 31, awaiting extradit­
ion to USA, found hanged. Pentonville,

Thomas Sharp, serving two years, died 
from perforated ulcer, HMP Bedford, 9th 

April.
John joseph Sinclair, 32, serving 8 years, 
‘found dead in cell’, HMP Barlinnie, 
20th May.
David Brian Sollars, 21, remand prisoner, 
found hanged, HMP Durham, 31st July. 
In addition there has been at least one 
death in military detention: a soldier 
(name unknown), found hanged in the 
guardroom of his Berkshire garrison. And 
at least two Special Hospital inmates have 
died: Christina Hagland hanged herself in 
Broadmoor on 8th March (see Women in
Prison, 1985 No. I); and Veronica Greaves, 
28, ‘choked on her own vomit’ in Moss
Side. The inquest on 4th April returned an 
open verdict.

We have recently received a list of deaths 
in British jails from April 1985 to August
1985. They say there were probably more: 
Thomas Peter Baines, 35, remand prisoner, 
found hanged, Armley Prison, Leeds, 
7th May.
John Andrew Bayford, 28, remand 
prisoner, found hanged, Armley Prison, 
16th May.
Stanley Buchanan, 25, in the first week 
of a six year sentence, found hanged, 
HMP Barlinnie, 2 June.
Colin Davis (or Davies), 31, found hanged, 
HMP Maidstone, 16th June.
Douglas James Dean, HMP Wandsworth, 
15th April. Verdict: Killed himself due to 
lack of care.
Albert Flint, 79, life sentence prisoner, 
found drowned in bath, HMP Preston, 
May.
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REMEMBER!
We’re still here
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