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JOB OFFER
CAMBRIDGE FREE PRESS needs a new 
worker. We are a small mixed printing co­
op, working with local radical and comm­
unity groups. For a 4 day week the present 
low wages are being discussed re. higher 
rates and child-care arrangements. No 
experience necessary, but a committment 
to collective working important. Applicat­
ions from all women welcome. Contact: 
C.F.P. 25 Gwydir Street, Cambridge. 
Tel. (0223) 316403 by end of November.

BROKEN CHAINS
BROKEN CHAINS No 3. Sept-Oct 1985.
Anarchist and local news from Canterbury 
a hot-bed of subversion and sedition. A 
great read! Price 25p available from:
20 Uolands, St. Stephans Hill, Canterbury.

c.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS
Full Marks Bookshop have moved, so 
have Stuff it, Harpy, AC AB, Drowned 
Rat Collective, @ Wimmln and A Bristol 
Anarchist Group and can now be contact­
ed at: c/o Full Marks,

37 Stokes Croft, Bristol 6
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CAMPAIGN AGAINST POLICE 
REPRESSION NEWSLETTER 
The independent and un-funded CAPR 
set up four months ago by victims of the 
police’s harassment and violence has held 
a Conference on September 14th which 
attracted 100 people. The conference 
decided to organise a demonstration against 
the PUBLIC ORDER LAW REFORM to be 
held in East London on Saturday January 
25th. Beginning in London Fields, Hackney 
it will go past Dalston Lane and Stoke 
Newington police stations. They will also 
be leafletting, picketing police stations in 
the weeks prior to the demonstration.

Secondly the conference decided to 
publish a newsletter collating information 
about individual cases of police harassment 
and brutality, as well as examples of direct 
action taken against the police, and details 
of groups and campaigns that have been 
formed for the puropse of resisting. Thus, 
a network of information will form links 
between people from different areas.

If you have information of use and that 
more people should know about, or wish 
to get more details about the Campaign 
and the proposed actions write to:

Box CAPR, 83 Blackstock Road,
London N4 or phone 01-341 5340.
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SYNDICALIST FIGHT
First issue of the paper of the Syndicalist 
Fight Group. 6 pages. lOp. Contents are
What price non-violence?The relevance of 
Anarchism today; Kent Messenger Dispute 
and more. It’s available from:

68 Thoroid Road, Chatham, Kent.
Telephone 0634 403852.
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ANARCHIST ENCYCLOPAEDIA 
A pplication forms and prospectuses for 
The Anarchist Encyclopaedia (general 
editor, Stuart Christie) can be had from 
TA E, Cambridge Free Press, Unit 6, 
25 Gwydir Street, Cambridge CB1 21G 
The first of the ‘Folios’ will appear late 
this month (November, 1985).
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Rekyl No 3 September 1985. Denmark's 
answer to Black Flag, Rekyl is published 
by the Anarchist Black Cross in Copen­
hagen. This issue contains articles on 
Stonehenge, Katsuhisa Omori and analysis 
of a recent spate of bombings in the city 
of Copenhagen. In Danish language. Price 
6 Danish Kroner. Available from: 
Anarkistisk Bogcafe, Nansensgade 43,
1366 Kbhagen. K. DENMARK.

WELFARE STATE?
The anarcho-syndicalist Central London 

Direct Action Movement group is now 
holding monthly public meetings. Their 
first one is The Welfare State, to be held 
on Tuesday 19th November at 7.30pm 
in Room 2F, Polytech of Central London 
Students Union building, 104-108
Bolsover Street, London Wl. Further 
details of forthcoming DAM meetings and 
publications from: Central London DAM 
BM Hurricane, London WC1 N 3XX.
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they would be interned and better get 
quick out of civilian life.

The staff sergeant types were brutal 
enough (to British soldiers under sentence 
as much as anyone); the conditions of 
internment brought out all the incipient 
Nazi in them, treating the internees as 
‘scum’.

Working class attitudes were complete­
ly different. The average urban dweller 
knew Jews, working class and middle class, 
knew what Nazis were, had experience of 
fascism and anti-fascism, and politically 
the workers were in 1940 sold on the idea 
that the extreme left, anarchists and all, 
had been right to talk about active armed 
resistance (at least abroad), and felt (out­
side the Communist Party which was still 
pro-Hitler) that Resistance in Europe alone 
would save them from Hitler. They wel­
comed anti-Nazi activists, with the same 
accord as they applauded the incoming 
Black regiments arriving from Jamaica and 
Africa, or the Sikhs, marching down the 
gangplanks. They sympathised with the 
victims of Nazism. Things have changed, 
no doubt, but we are talking about 1940. 

The turning point as regards the treat­
ment of Jewish refugees from Germany 
came when Churchill formed the Coalition 
and wanted Ernest Bevin in the Cabinet, 
as a tough hardened union bureaucrat 
from whom the workers would take drac­
onian measures they would not take from 
a Tory. He needed a safe Labour seat to 
get Bevin into Parliament, so Major Nathan 
obligingly resigned his and went to the 
Lords. Major Nathan (who wearing another 
hat, was a leading figure in the Jewish 
Board of Deputies) put forward the case 
(placed in the mouth of a major in the TV 
film, but one of no political importance), 
for treating Jewish victims of Nazism 
differently from Nazis — a fact then alien 
to British Conservatives generally, who 
thought people who could oppose their 
country’s lawful government decisions far 
worse than those who ran it; and to the 
populists who felt ‘they started the war so 
let them see what it’s like’.

An interesting footnote is that we took 
advantage of this to press Maj. Nathan for 
British fascists and German Nazis to be 
divided from German anti-Nazis, including 
Jews, and British anti-fascists, including 
IRA, in the internment camps. This of 
course was logical, but it made nonsense 
of the whole policy. The new Home Secret­
ary, Herbert Morrison, always alive to the 
political advantages, saw the disadvantages 
of harassing anti-fascists.

Generally the deliberate policy of har­
assing all Germans was ended at that point. 
But there was no ‘muddle’ or mistake. That 
is deliberate misrepresentation, designed 
to convey that it was a 'war against fascism 
because the enemy happened to be fascist; 
ageing right-wingers still say with forced 
incredulity, ‘How can you call me a fascist 
I fought against fascism’ (ask them if they 
fought for Soviet Communism from 1941- 
5!) It was only the irony of events that 
Hitler turned on his financial backers and 
that the right wing found itself fighting 
against its own creation.

CNT No 179, Paper of the Confederation 
de Trabajo, Spanish section of the Inter­
national Workers Association (the anarcho- 
syndicalist international). A well produced 
anarcho-syndicalist paper. This issue has 
articles on the CNT’s 75th Anniversary 
celebrations, the economic situation in 
Latin America, South Africa, news of 
CNT activity and lots more. An excellent 
read. In Spanish language. Price 50 pesetas 
Available from: Plaza Tirso de Molina 5-2‘, 
28012 Madrid, SPAIN.

SOLIDARIDAD OBRERA No 164. The 
fortnightly paper of the CNT in Catalonia. 
News of the CNT activities plus internation­
al anarchist news. Another good anarcho- 
syndicalist paper, in Spanish language. 
Price 50 pesetas From'
La He Re ma Cristina 12-2-2a IZ,
Barcelona 08003 SPAIN
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LEST WE FORGET OR 
NEVER KNEW
Channel 4 recently showed an
Australian-made TV film The Dunera 
Boys. It is about the conditions suffer­
ed by ‘enemy alien’ Jews in internment 
camps. Working people having spent 
their lives here and speaking no Ger­
man, (nor necessarily ever having 
connection with Germany proper; and 
middle class and professional people 
from Germany and Austria (no accident, 
they were the only refugees that were 
accepted after 1933) were rounded up and 
sent to various concentration camps 
usually among rabid Nazis. This is about 
one batch, sent on the Dunera to
Australia (some, sent to Canada, were less 
fortunate, and were torpedoed — the 
Dunera escaped U boats because the 
British soldiers had thrown suitcases 
bought in Germany overboard after loot­
ing it and the U boats following thought 
the boat contained German POWS which 
in a way they did).

In Australia they were unwelcome, but, 
interned in the outback, made a little 
improvised university in their huts while 
the musicians created an Old Vienna.

The salient facts of the film were basic­
ally true. It was however a falsification of 
history none the less. The episode (sub­
sequently declared by the producer to be 
a one-off incident, which is untrue, to 
avoid criticisms of being anti-British) was 
part of a deliberate plan. It is shown as a 
‘cock-up’ by the British authorities, all a 
big mistake for which they later apologise 
but are prevented by the Australian bureau 
cracy. The British officer thinks they are 
Nazis and is not ‘fooled by those whiskers’ 
of the rabbi. To explain this lunacy, we 
even get a repeat of the absurd war-time 
propaganda story of how everyone was 
scared stiff of paratroopers ‘dressed as 
nuns’ infiltrating (which soon became a 
standard joke)... the Australians greet 
the Jews with stones and bottles since 
they are thought to be Italians right up to 
the internment camp and even then. . . 
maybe it was the whiff of garlic from the 
Galician rabbi?

What are the tacts? Nobody was stupid 
enough to confuse Orthodox Jews with 
Nazis. The reason for hatred of the German 
Jews was not the ignorance of anti-Nazis, 
it was plain anti-Semitism.

The professional officer class was large­
ly anti-Semitic, exacerbated by pro-Arab 
ism because of their Palestine experience; 
but their pro-Arabism was because they 
enjoyed being and mixing with ‘pashas’ 
and ‘effendis’ while ‘booting the wogs’, 
not yet into the new age of imperialist 
decline. A large proportion were pro­
Hitler (‘look what he did for the German 
Army’). A number of upper-class people 
entering the Services, or re-joining their 
old regiments, were Fascists; many Chief 
Constables had given them a tip off that
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Police Murder in Amsterdam-

Eric Blair
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policeman
What is the policeman doing ? 
He h holding up hn hand to uop 

* the motor can. He wiir let the 
■ old woman cross the street in safety. 
C Policemen take care of us. They 
t see that everybody keep* the law. 
f They take bad men to pnion.

MARCH AGAINST POLICE 
BRUTALITY - Brixton to Hyde Pk. 
Several thousand people joined the march 
for justice called by the family of Mrs Groce 
who was shot in Brixton by Lovelock a 
police inspector. Mrs Groce is paralysed and 
no Inquiry into the incident which lead to 
rioting in Brixton on Saturday Sept. 29th 
has been allowed.

The organisers, the Groce Family and 
their supporters appealed for a peaceful 
march and their wishes were respected by 
all but the police who arrested 4 people as 
they left the Hyde Park area in the under­
ground Tube railway syatem.

NEW INTELLIGENCE UNIT TO 
COORDINATE COMMUNITY AND 
RIOT COPS
The Central Intelligence Unit has 
been set up at Scotland Yard, to 
translate all the data gathered at 
ground level via community cops 
and formulate control strategies.

The CIU was set up earlier this year and 
is part of A8, Scotland Yard’s Public Order 
section. This section was responsible for 
Scotland Yard’s input into the proposed 
Public Order Bill, soon to be passed by 
Parliament. The Bill’s provisions will 
effectively outlaw most political rallies 
and demonstrations, will introduce new 
Laws in an attempt to curb ‘incitement’ 
as well as ‘anti-social’ behaviour, and will 
bring back the old Law of ‘SUS’ under a 
new name and with more powers for the 
police. Further provisions are made under 
the Bill for the strengthening of the various 
Laws concerning riot and disorder. After 
the Bill is passed, it will become easier for 
persons charged with riot to be convicted, 
as also people tried for Violent Disorder 
(applied to those in ‘mini-riots’) or Affray. 
In each case provision will be made for 
juries to automatically convict on the less­
er of these charges should the more serious 
charge be difficult to prove.

Overall the Public Order section hopes 
to deter acts of resistance by using the new 
Laws to their full effect. Organisers of 
marches and those taking part in marches 
not approved by the police will be subject 
to arrest with penalties ranging up to 3 
months imprisonment and/or a fine. Those 
taking part in rioting,.picketing or any 
kind of ‘violent’ resistance will be subject 
to arrest and face penalties up to 10 years 
imprisonment and/or lines. Once the Bill 
is passed the police will be eager to do 
some test cases, the consequences of this 
might well influence the adoption of new 
tactics all round. Ultimately this will mean 
that the fight back in the workplaces and 
the inner cities will need to be moved up a 
notch: set piece battles or mass picketing 
will lead to many convictions unless we 
are better organised than those of the? 
enemy, and more guerrilla-style hit-and- 
run tactics will need to be used than before.

The CIU will play an increasing.role in 
the management of Public Order policing. 
During times of emergency the CIU will 
take charge of the National Reporting 
Centre, the coordinating unit that controls 
the movement of police, particularly riot 
police, at a national level. On a more day- 
to-day level the CIU receives the informat­
ion sent in by community police in order 
to build up a more detailed picture of what 
is happening in all areas at st eet level. 
Currently the CIU consists of 24 District 
Intelligence Officers, each representing a 
Metropolitan police district. Further info­
rmation is supplied to the CIU via Special 
Branch. Needless to say the CIU feeds all 
the data into the Police National Computer 
for cross-referencing. Eventually it is 
thought that every police authority through­
out the country will have its own regional
CIU, with the Met’s CIU taking on a nation­
al coordinating role, adding to the array of 
State intelligence-gathering agencies already 
in existence, except that in the case of the 
CIU, thanks to ‘community policing’, the 
operatives will be ordinary people up and 
down the country passing on information 
unaware that ultimately that information 
is being processed by a new ‘big brother’. 
Winston Smith, where are you in 1985?

k.. L

NB. Both the Anti-Terrorist Squad and the 
Tactical Firearms Unit (D11) are to be ex­
panded with units created regionally. After 
the Brighton bombing the anti-terrorist 
structure came under review and a new 
body was set up to cordinate the combined 
forces of the ATS, the TFU, Special Branch 
MI5 and the RUC (Northen Ireland).

Coming under the overall control of the 
joint Intelligence Chiefs (heads of the three 
Armed Forces, the police and the Security 
Service), this new body reports on a more 
regular basis to Police Commisioner Sir 
Kenneth Newman. The recommendation 
to expand the ATS and the TFU originated 
from this new body, whose designation is 
not yet public, but which we suspect is to 
be called the Anti-Terrorist Unit and links 
together Home Office and MOD operations. 
This new Anti-Terrorist Unit will, of course 
feed (and be fed) information into the CIU 
and the other State intelligence gathering 
agencies.

gas was used.
But this only strengthened the rage. That 

Saturday night, the 26th, flames flared all over 
the City. Instead of a confrontation hit and run 
actions were held on a massive scale. The traffic 

lice Headquarters was burnt to the ground, 
destroying three computers as well. Several cop 
cars were burnt, the Alien Office was set alight, 
several more Council outposts were burned dowrf 
r lice cars ambushed, windows smashed and 
Council buildings caught fire, etc. etc. On the 
national monument on Dam Square the slogan 
Amsterdam Police Murder City was painted. 
During the night five arrests were made, which 
brought the total number of arrests since the 
24th to about 50 people.

Not only Amsterdam was the scene of unrest. 
In the City of Haarlem firebombs were thrown at 
3 Council buildings and a Courtroom, causing 
extensive damage. A police building was set alight 
in Zwolle, and windows were smashed and slogans 
painted in solidarity in several other Dutch cities. 
There were solidarity actions in Germany as well 
where windows of the Dutch Consulate and Dutch 
companies were smashed and slogans like 24/10 
Amsterdam comrade murdered in a police cell 
and Police murder international. It was only a 
month ago that a demonstrator was killed at a 
protest against a meeting of a neo-Nazi party in 
the German town of Frankfurt, when he was run 
over by a watercannon.

The total damage to Council and police prop­
erty in Amsterdam alone is over £1 million. This 
vioient reaction to the first dead squatter is a 
break with the usual forms of protest. With a few 
exceptions (the burning down of a big super­
market with high investments in South Africa in 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

A blatant lie, since people in the cell beside 
him heard the guards saying that he was throwing 
up and turning blue at about 1pm. Although the 
police tried to describe him as a drug addict he 
was not known as a drug user, so its impossible 
that he died of withdawal symptoms some 20 
hours after his arrest. If the police aren't directly 
responsible by beating him to death, then they 
are at least responsible for deliberately letting 
him die.

Following the bad news barricades were set 
up. The police reacted by sealing off the area, 
running their vehicles at high speed toward any­
one on the street and using CS gas. People's dis­
may turned into rage. .. that night small groups 
of people started smashing windows of Council 
buildings, painting slogans all over the city and 
setting fire to institutes responsible for contacts 
between the City Council and the population. 
The vents in the Staatliedenbuurt area clearly 
showed that these outposts of the City Council 
are only there to give the illusion of distribution 
of power... In really important questions like 
the eviction they are passed by and that makes 
them nothing else than an instrument in the 
hands of the Council (and as such of the State) 
to control the people.

On Saturday a demonstration with several 
thousand people marched through the City 
centre. As it reached the Town Hall it was con­
fronted by a line of riot police, which led event­
ually to a confrontation. Shortly afterwards the 
cops split the demonstration into smaller groups 
by running into the middle of the demonstration. 
The smaller groups were then followed as usual 
by the plain clothed snatch squads in their mini- 
vans. They drive at high speed into a group, jump 
out of the van and arrest one or two people, thus 
creating a climate of fear. On some occasions CS

Thursday the 24th of October 1985 saw violent 
clashes between the Dutch police and squatters 
in the Staatliedenbuurt quarter in West Amster­
dam. A woman with her child were evicted by 
the cops. The squatters in the area decide to try 
to re-squat the place, a large number of people 
forced their way into the premises. One of the 
cops inside the flat opens fire. A squatter is shot 
in the arm. But, despite their weapons, the cops 
are outnumbered and leave, retreating out the 
back.. Police reinforcements arrive, burst into 
the flat despite a hail of stones. All those inside 
are badly beaten up by the police; some are then 
taken.to hospital by an ambulance, accompanied 
by the cops who take the injured to a station 
after they are treated. The television shows shots 
of bloodstained squatters being forced into police 
vans.

The next day hundreds of people came to the 
squatters cafe in the area. As the group moved to­
wards where the evicted house is an attempt to re­
squat the flat again, they are confronted by a mob 
of riot police, but they don't give way. Suddenly 
the news spreads that one of the people arrested 
the previous day has died in a police cell. The 
squatters retreat in mixed anger and disbelief. But 
it is true, Johan Kok, age 23, has died. According 
to the cops he was a methadone user, a legally 
supplied substitute for heroin. Because he was in 
an excited state a police doctor had given him an 
injection with librium on Thursday evening. The 
next day at 2pm he was found dead in his cell. 
According to the police they'd left him alone 
because he was lying sound asleep in the morning 
and he was thought to have died before 10am. 
So the news was brought out that a drug addict 
who was arrested the day before during a confron­
tation between sqautters and police had died of 
unknown reasons.
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are still talking about the fun they had. 
Next year Doris will be twenty-one. .. 

SOURCE: John Doe.

SOUTHWARK - STATISTS vs 
SQUATTERS AND TENANTS 
Southwark Council has issued a thousand 
notices to squatters through Council bail­
iffs, trying to get people out of their homes 
most of which have been renovated by 
the squatters themselves.

A speaker for the Council said: 
‘We need to control over our own lettings 
and to decide who has what home

Could you have a better representation 
of State Socialist ideology?

On the Pullens Estate where 39 one- 
bedroom previously neglected, gutted and 
vandalised flats have been repaired and 
improved at the squatters expense who 
were invited to move in by the official 
tenants’ association there was resistance.

Flats were barricaded and flour bombs 
prepared, tenants and squatters rebuffed 
the bailiffs who had arrived with 16 evict­
ion notices ana withdrew,

The buildings concerned were not 
built by the Council. They have fallen 
into its hands through negligence and 
presumably belong to the ratepayers and 
not the Council itself which claims to 
'represent' tenants in the area.
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MANCHESTER SBAU
Stop Business As Usual on Thursday 28th 
November, 1985. Meet at 10am Victoria 
Statue, Picadilly Gardens, Manchester. 
MANCHESTER STOP BUSINESS AS USUAL 
c/o Raven Press (Box SMAG) 75, Picadilly.

BLACK FLAG READERS MEETING 
Despite the temptation to have a go at the 
fascists trying to push in on Rememberance 
Day several people did turn up to Conway 
Hall to meet with Black Flag collective 
members and a fruitful discussion was had. 
Details in the next issue of matters raised 
and the changes we hope to make.

TROT GURU GO GOES GONE 
Marxist-Trotskyist guru Gerry Healy has 
been expelled from the ‘Revolutionary 
Workers Party’ which he founded as the 
British section of the Trotskyist Fourth 
International. The Party paper Newsline 
accused him of 'abuse of power for person­
al gratification’ and ‘reactionary practices’ 
(abuses and reactionary practices that his 
highness Trotsky made too!)
The SWP and Tapeworm aka ‘Militant’ 
have been discussing merger lately so per­
haps Healy was into the Labour Party 
too? The WRP which evolved from the 
Wl L, RCP (yep same name as the present 
ones) and SLL has unlike the Rajneesh 
‘orange’ people not burned its bibles and 
dissolved itself and will continue without 
its founder as one of the 54 varieties of 
Vanguard Marxism.

ARSONIST GOES FOR WRP
A man was caught outside the Trotskyist 

Workers Revoluionary Party HQ, Clapham 
in South London, when a bomb he was 
carrying blew up in his car injuring him. 
The attempted bombing of'the WRP took 
place after a week of Press ‘shock horror’ 
stories on the alleged sexual exploits of 
73 year old WRP guru, Gerry Healy. The 
man caught with the bomb has been 
named as Tony Leconder of the neo-fascist 
British National Party. Leconder is a 
neighbour of the late Kassam family, an 
Asian family in Ilford, East London who 
died when their home was arsoned back 
in July. Circumstantially at least, Lecond- 
er’s attempt on the WRP HQ would surely 
make him the number one suspect in the 
Kassam murders, if not other similar arson 
attacks in the East End.

Reading Anarchists - 20th Anniversary

BLACK FLAG - BLACK CROSS 
BM HURRICANE, LONDON 
WC1N 3XX
Published, t\ peset and layout 
BLACK FLAG COLLECTIVE 
Printed by Aidgate Press.
SUBSCRIPTION RATES

£1 2 inland
£1 5 surface. £19 Air 
£6.50 Inland
£8 surface. £10 Air

Money, advice and support is needed. 
Those labelled 'ringleaders’ are being 
threatened with up to 4 year prison 
sentences. Attempts to organise benefit 
gigs and collections are bringing in money 
slowly. Although naive in their planning 
of the action and their dealing with the 
police the defendants feel they are now 
paying for the apathy of others — for if 
more had turned up less would have been 
caught.

R.E. Sist,
c/o The Green House,

48, Bethel Streep Norwich
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Handsworth Nazis 2
Another statement, issued by members 

of the Handsworth Defence Campaign, 
stressed that ‘No Asians were attacked by 
the Afro-Caribbeans during the rebellion’ 
and that ‘It was a rebellion against poverty 
and police harassment.’ The inference is 
that the Asian premises were attacked by 
White youths, as was the Post Office. The 
press at the time put out statements alleg­
ing that the two Asians inside the Post 
Office had been tortured by Black youths. 
In the wake of the riots it was found that 
the two had died of asphyxiation and had 
not been beaten. Unlike the Black youths 
accused of the murder of PC Blakelock in 
Tottenham a month later, the White youth 
charged with the murder of the Asian 
brothers received virtually no media atten­
tion. Again, the inference is that a police 
officer’s life is worth more than the lives 
of two Asians:- the sort of inference that 
justifies the attack on the police in recent 
uprisings — a justification that the Statist 
left, typified by Searchlight and its open 
dealings with Special Branch, is unable to 
openly endorse.

In the aftermath of the Handsworth riots 
Black Flag asserted that one of the triggers 
of the violence - the burning of a local 
Bingo Hall was done by members of an 
all-White neighbourhood vigilante group. 
Recently a statement has been issued by 
Black defence group members in Hands­
worth confirming this allegation.

The statement — published in the pages 
of Searchlight — made it clear that 'the 
fire was started by the vigilante group and 
the hoax phone calls were made to draw 
the police and fire brigade into the area to 
create confrontation between our comm­
unity and the police in order to cover their 
tracks.’ The same statement, in addition, 
extended condolences to the relatives of 
those who died in the Post Office fire. 
Information has also come to light reveal­
ing that a group of Afro-Caribbean youths 
ran from shop to shop getting the shop­
keepers and their families out of the build­
ings and to safety, away from the raging 
fires. None of these facts were, predictably 
covered by the Press.

I To celebrate its twentieth anniversary, the 
i Reading Anarchist Group decided to have 
a birthday party. It took the form of a 3 
day free festival on squatted land in the 
middle of Reading. The event came to be 

i called by its ‘code’ name of ‘Doris’s birth- 
I day party’. The whole of Reading was 
invited and the theme was, ‘If there is any­
thing that you ever wanted to be, come 
and be it at Doris’s birthday party.’

The necessary £1,000 plus needed to 
finance a stage, PA, lighting, generators, 
chemical toilets, first aid facilities, etc was 
raised from donations and a series of gigs 
held during the previous year.

When the first leaflets and posters 
advertising the event appeared, the editor 
of the local evening paper called on the 
police to use force if necessary to prevent 
the event from taking place, and to protect 
the local residents and their property!

The Festival got off to a slow start on 
Friday, the site of the Festival was changed 
to put off the cops who expected people 
to turn up elsewhere. On Saturday night 
there about a thousand people on the site 
and the party went on until dawn. About 
the same number turned up on Sunday, 
all weekend the free firewood kept the 
campsite fires going and the two dominant 
sounds were those of music and laughter.

The free festival was a success, we learnt 
a lot about libertarian and co-operative 
organisation and working together — and 
we still run into people who came and who

ARSON ATTACK ON GYPSIES
Shortly after the Notting Hill Carnival in 
August, the travellers of the Travelling 
Mutoid Waste Company Roadshow had 
squatted a yard in West London near to 
the Westway. All was resonably quiet 
until early September. At about 2am on 
the first Saturday in September, a noise 
was heard in the bushes. Someone went 
to investigate, and saw two guys hanging 
around. He asked them what they wanted, 
they said they were looking for some­
where to crash the night. He said ‘no’ to 
them and also observed some cans sitting 
on a wall, which it is now thought may 
have contained petrol.

2 people decided to stay up the night 
as they feared something might happen. 
%of an hour later about 6 - 7 petrol bombs 
were thrown over a horse box in which 
someone was living. Someone went to 
tackel the two guys, they broke his ribs 
and punctured a lung. They then poured 
petrol over him and set him alight, fortun­
ately he managed to put himself out. Two 
other cans of petrol were thrown over 
another bus, but were extinguished. The 
fires were put out and the filth called. A 
3rd person was seen and is thought to 
have had a shotgun...

It’s still uncertain who did the attack, 
local business was suspected, but no 
connections can be found. 2 years ago a 
group of gypsies had petrol poured over 
their caravans and told it would be set 
alight if they did not move immediately.

The site belongs to the GLC who have 
offered it to Hammersmith Council for 
£500 a year rent, to make it into a perm­
anent gypsy site. However the Council 
did not take the offer up, so it was empty 
and may well be once the Roadshow 
leaves. It is also thought that local busin­
essmen see the yard as a lever for the 
gypsies, who they do not want in the 
area.

SOURCE: S.A.G.

YOUTH TORTURE SCHEMES
28 people have been killed and more than 
13,000 injured (including amputations) 
while taking part in the State’s YTS racket 
over the past 5 years.

NORWICH SBAU BUST FUND
20 people were arrested on Norwich’s 
Stop Business As Usual demonstration. 
Idealistic plans had been made based on 
the experience of the London Stop the 
City demos, conveniently forgetting that 
in Norwich, a small city you cannot dis­
appear into the crowd. Promises of support 
from both Norwich people and others in 
East Anglia failed to give upthe 100 or so 
expected and on April 30th only about 
30 people turned up.

Yet it was decided to go ahead anyway 
- chaos ensued. A smoke bomb was put 
into Barclays Bank, along with paint 
bombs and some unlit fireworks. This 
caused the Bank to be closed all day as 
the Bomb Squad had to come to defuse 
the fireworks. After this there was a run 
down the main shopping street breaking 
windows and paint bombing Banks and 
building societies. A mistaken route also 
left the activists in a quiet area so with 
nothing else to do they faded away into 
the City. 3 people were arrested at that 
time. The rest got together later contacted 
the local TV station to try and explain 
aims. Wide local press coverage pleased all.

Norwich C.I.D. hammered the people 
they had arrested, who were only 16/17 
years old and never been arrested before. 
They didn't have a solicitor and eventually 
gave other names.. . From this everyone 
else was arrested over the next few days. 
Most were let out on bail but 6 were put 
in remand for 3 weeks as the 'ringleaders’. 
Eventually charges of riot and conspiracy 
to cause criminal damage and some actual 
criminal damage up to £4.500 for one 
individual. The total damage is around 
£25,000.

At present Court appearances have led 
vO Crown Court on January 13th and the 
final trial is expected in May/June 1986.
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AT CONTRACTS 
LTD./ FRENCH 
CONNECTION

DEMANDS
UNION RECOGNITION
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SUBSCRIBE TO BLACK FLAG -
- THE ANARCHIST FORTNIGHTLY!

NATIONAL UNION OF TAILORS 
AND GARMENT WORKERS -
OFFICIAL STRIKE AT CONTRACTS 
-SOUTH SHIELDS

To discuss action around:
Support of jailed and sacked miners. 
Opposition to anti-union Laws. 
British withdrawal from N. Ireland.

At

Sponsored by the Miners Rank & File 
Movement, Scottish Teachers Rank & 
File and the Building Worker Group.

• •

hours of checking if his tobacco was sold 
by a local shop or not, it was of course!

Coronation Street, Southshields,
Tyne & Wear, Tel: 0632 - 561308/09

SOURCE: Newcastle DAM-I WA
C/o Days of Hope Bookshop, 

115 Westgate Road,
Newcastle Upon Tyne. 
England

On Saturday 30th November
At Sheffield University Students Union, 
Sheffield.

This is a delegate conference, delegates 
and observers are welcome. More inform­
ation, and credentials can be obtained 
from: Rank & File, c/o Box 551, London 
SE5 8JJ.

STOP SOUTH AFRICAN 
BUSINESS - MANCHESTER
Several Barclays Banks around Manchester 
were sprayed up and glue was put in their 
locks. Posters were also put up. South 
African Airways had extra grafitti, glue 
and paint. No arrests.

Subversive @non.

WORSTBORE
Peregrin Worsthorne hits out in the Sunday 

Telegraph against the 'clergymen, academics 
teachers, journalists etc.’ with their ‘kind 
of Hampstead God, their kind of Hampstead 
religion, their kind of Hampstead sweetness 
and light’ — working an old ‘Telegraph’ 
Peter Simple cliche about Hampstead. We 
don’t have much time for the no-longer

SCABS EXPROPRIATED
One night in the last week of October the 
safe was chiselled out of the office of the 
newly formed Union of Democratic Miners 
(scabs!) at Annesley-Colliery Ashfield, 
Nottingham and £750 was expropriated. 

Authentic.

Over 160 clothing workers and members of 
the NUTGW have been on strike since 17th 
September 1985 for union recognition.

The Contracts Company which is a sub­
sidiary of FRENCH CONNECTION have 
refused to recognise the union since Feb. 
1985 even though there has been over 100 
members at the factory since it opened in 
July 1984 and many more have previous 
membership at S Newmans.
We want union recognition because:
♦ Overtime is compulsory. If we don’t work 
it we get the sack.
♦ There are no allowances with bonus scheme.
♦ We have to use a disc system to visit the 
toilets.
♦ The companies discretion is used to pay 
full basic wage.
♦ No one can earn bonus no matter how 
hard they work.
♦ Management talk to us like we are dogs.
♦ No warnings are given before sacking of 
employees.
♦ The workforce has tried all sorts of methods 
to urge the employers to recognise the Union 
including petitions and challenging them to 
arbitration through ACAS.

No shop steward is allowed to operate in 
the factory and a number of stewards have 
been sacked since the dispute began.

The Company have advertised our jobs in 
the paper and have advertised to put our 
work out to other Clothing Firms.
We need your help!
It is vital that this strike is won; the fight 
for trade union recognition and properly 
negotiated terms and conditions affect all 
workers and trade unionists everywhere, 
especially in this area.
— Visit picket lines before 8 am and send 
messages of support.
— Collect at your workplace/school or in 
the neighbourhood on a weekly basis and 
send cheques to NUT&GW Contracts
Dispute Fund, c/o NUS Building,

POLICE VERSUS YOUTH
Youths in the pit village of Askern, near 
Doncaster Yorkshire on the night of 4th
November attacked the local police station 
with stones, milk bottles and fireworks.

J
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LONDON ANTI-APARTHEID 
MARCH 2/11/‘85
On Saturday November 2nd, approximate­
ly 100,000 people marched through London 
to protest against the murderous South 
African regime.

At the end of the demonstration in Traf­
algar Square, police were present in large 
numbers, guarding the S.A. Embassy. They 
began using snatch-squad techniques, grabb­
ing people from the crowd which overflow­
ed from the Square. Fireworks, sticks off 
placards, bottles and iron railings showered

Smash South African Business
STOP SOUTH AFRICAN BUSINESS
DAY - LUTON

Meanwhile on the 30th of October the 
Brixton police, approximately 100 strong 
raided several homes in Arlingford and 
Brailsford Road, Tulse Hill seeking goods 
looted in the riots over a month before. 
Of course no goods were found, the cops 
informers/surveillance was either way out 
or it was a revenge ‘sledgehammer’ action 
to show who is boss in the area. Either way 
the Council repaired the broken doors and 
send the police the bill. Photographs were 
taken of startled residents including a 74 
year old bloke as he lay in bed! The warr­
ants were issued by Camberwell magistrat­
es and it seems gave the cops a free ticket 
to terrorise the innocent locals. Three of 
the residents were arrested but later were 
realeased without charges, one after four
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now with organisations such as the NCB 
as much as with working class capitalists. 
Effectively outlawed, those miners in the 
mining industry and those workers in other 
industries whose unions or organisations 
are not recognised or who end up getting 
the worse deals in favour of those workers 
who meekly accept government policy and 
the rule of bosses, will be forced eventually 
to seek other means to challenge this state 
of affairs. The main stumbling block to 
union militants reorganising is the TUC 
itself, which in time will fall in line with 
the scab breakaways.

A split in the TUC is seen by many as 
divisive, but it may well be necessary and 
desirable if the current impasse is to be 
broken. A syndicalist rank and file move­
ment has to be the only way forward for 
workplace organisation

» -

were spat on and shouted at. One car 
leaving was dented by flying boots. One 
person was arrested.

On October 12th the official ‘Luton 
anti-apartheid group’ organised a picket 
of Barclays. Much to their dismay, some 
of us tried to get inside the bank, but 
were stopped by the police. We did step 
the door for a few minutes.

Luton @s.

9*

LONDON SOLIDARITY BY 
SQUATTERS
A picket of the Dutch Embassy was held 

on November 5th in solidarity with Dutch 
squatters by London squatters and friends 
of the self-help housing movement. An 
Embassy official complained that the car 
belonging to the Ambassador had been 
covered in paint the previous night and 
graffitti put about the area.

trendy lefties either, but what kind of 
clergymen, academics, teachers or working 
journalists could afford the kind of Hamp­
stead money to get into Hampstead houses? 
A current advertisement lists the latest 
going price fro a Hampstead house at 'from 
one million pounds’.

Lesser houses average about half-a-mi!lion. 
H.A.S.

on the police when they did arrests as 
people pushed and shoved against police 
lines. Speakers from the platform went

4 police were hospitalised after the dem­
onstration, but there were over 100 arrests- 
often vicious pounces by a group ofcops 
onto one person.

Barclays and other windows were smash­
ed as a mass of people ran up Charing Cross 
Road.

WARNING: Police were using under 
ground tunnels to the tube stations to kid­
nap people from Trafalgar Square and beat

People demonstrated in 2 town centre 
branches of Barclays Bank. Leaflets were 
given out, Barclays own leaflets were 
thrown down the escalator, and a glass 
door was smashed. In Tescos and Sains- 
burys trolleys were filled with South 
African goods and left at check-outs. 
That night a third branch of Barclays was 
paintborabed, and a Wimpys Restaurant 
was graffittied.

A week later, the South African Ambass 
ador came to town to speak to a meeting 
organised by Luton’s racist MP, John 
Carlisle, and about 60 people picketed. 
People going in and out of the meeting

NCB INSISTS ON CLOSED SHOP 
The National Coal Board’s insistence that it 
it will only recognise the UDM (Union of 
Democratic Mineworkers — the new bosses 
union) in Nottinghamshire and South. 
Derbyshire to the exclusion of the NUM 
effectively means that the NCB is attempt­
ing to push through a kind of scab closed 
shop. The tactics are to capitalise upon the 
present demoralisation within the NUM, 
to offer incentives to UDM members but 
not to NUM members and to progress with 
all UDM negotiations in the hope that such 
encouragement will further demoralise the 
NUM to the extent that it either collapses 
totally or becomes a largely ineffective 
union continuing only as a symbol of for­
gotten union militancy.

The pundits on the right who point glee­
fully to a new alliance of right-wing bosses 
unions, poised eventually to either split 
the TUC or take over its function, are un- 
fortunatley not too far off the mark if 
current signals are correctly interpreted. 
The NUM with insufficient support from 
a passive trade union movement, was forced 
to accept defeat and has since been forced 
to acquiesce to massive closures of pits 
throughout the country and massive job 
losses, as predicted by the NUM before and 
during the 1984-'85 strike.

The trade union left is in retreat: the 
old tactics having failed (mainly through 
lack of support). The initiative instead is
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Typists Note: If workers are to uicak 
out of the wage-slave market then the 
‘problem’ of the unemployed who will be 
used to scab on strikers must be taken on 
and only syndicalism overcomes the real 
division between work-place and neighl 
hood by federating for mutual aid. This 
was the strength of the miners, the work­
place and the community combining, but 
the women who carried the strike for so 
long are still not NUM members, and the 
support groups in other industries and 
areas have declined with the Party politics 
killing off any initiative so far...
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LOW PAY STRIKE
LOW WAGES - OUTRAGEOUS!
40 low paid men and women at an Ilkeston 
moulding factory have gone on strike to 
achieve a ‘living wage’.

The stopped work originally to protest 
a mere 5%% increase (they want at least 
10% — earning £64 gross for a 39 hour 
week) for the 130 workers at Metal Clos­
ures and Mouldings Ltd. of Digby Road, 
Ilkeston which amounted to a £3 increase 
for full timers.

The Company serves Marks & Spencers 
the Milk Marketing Board and British 
Vinegar.

All the workers are entitiled to State 
benefits to bring up their incomes to the 
£90 per week level.

A similar company, Venus, next door 
pays £22 per week more for the same sort 
of work and hours!

TGWU backed, lorry drivers for the 
most part have refused to cross picket 
lines.

Contact, donations, messages of support 
to: John Kerry, 14 Haddon Street,

Ilkeston, Derbyshire, DE7 8LD

' 1

j

I
I

I I I
'Illi

f£NI >

2

► - i-

48457514944367151^757558374173^359






	DSC_0410
	DSC_0411
	DSC_0412
	DSC_0413



