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TRACTS FOR THE TIMES.

“THE FEATHERSTONE MASSACRE.

Mr. Asquith is a great favourite not only with official Liberals, but also
with those Labour members who cling on to the skirts of the Liberal Party.
To listen to these gentlemen you would imagine that this promising young
Minister intended te make a clean sweep of all the evils of modern society,
and become the saviour who would lead the people into promised land. Up to
the present, however, Asquith, like most politicians, has been more remarkable
for his promises than performance. Let us give a sample of Asquith’s propo-
sals for the good of the workers. Among the “dressers of flax and hemp,”
the average age of the workers is some 30 years. The dust from the work fills,
the ungs and produces chronic bronichitis, a man who attains 45 years is looked
upon’ 25 a living wonder, but it is terrible to listen to his breathing. Some
time ago Mr. Asquith instituted an inquiry into this and other unhealthy
trades, and recommended that in future the men engaged in this work should
wear a respirator! ; k

Mrs. Partington and her broom are not in it with Mr. Asquith. Have
courage ye suffocated and poisoned workers, though disease and death dog
your footsteps, though you go down to the grave before your time, yet cheer
up you can always “ take arms against a sea of troubles,” and by opposing end
them by a bullet or a muzzle. = This “respirator” is very much like the
whole of Mr. Asguith’s factory legislation. j

But though Mr. Asquith’s legislative achievements have not been re-
markable, yet has shown that in one respect he understands the art of gov-
ernnent.  He will do nothing for the workers himself, yet he takes good
care that they shall not do too much for themselves. So when men come out
on strike for better wages or shorter hours, he is always ready to supply their
masters. with plenty of police and soldiers to bludgeon them or shoot them
dowi.

Mr. Asquitl’s erowning achievement in this way was the brutal mas-
sacre of miners at Featherstone, but he led up to this glovious slanghter by
a variety of performances of siwilar character, and we wmust first glance
brietly dt these,

ohe year 1892 was remarkable for labour troubles both at home and
abroad. Kur Gpe Wus blunged into a terrible commercial crisis and intense
starvation and suffering amoug the people produced strikes and riots in all

| “civilized” countries. England was no exception. - In 1892 there were great

strikes of Durﬁdm tiners and  Lancashire cotton operatives.  Peaceable




g ‘
enough but involving terrible sufferings to thousauds of women and children.
But a Liberal Government kad attained office. Asquith sat.in the seat of Mat-
thews,‘and the new Home Secretary was surely ‘a man who loved the people.
Did he not defend Cunningham Graham, when, with John Burns, he teok his
tfial'at the Old Bailey, on' a charge of unlawful assembly” in Trafalgar
Square? Did not Mr. Asquith in bis speech show great indignation at the
conduct of the police on that memotable oceasion?  Did he not tell, with the
piteous pathos of an expert 0ld Bailey practitioner, how the people were
bludgeoned and trampled down by Sir Charles Warren’s mounted men? Who
could doubt that Mr. Asqaith had popular gympathies ? The time had come to:
prove it, and this Mr. Asquith was soon to de.

There were strikes at Bristol in December 1892. Strikes among the
dockers, deal porters, and kindred trades ; and it was proposed to hold a dem-
onstration on the night of December 23rd, when the men would march through
the city in procession with Chinese lanterns  In these Chinese lanterns the
looal authoritiesscented possible incendiarism, andin the marchthrongh the city,
who knows whatdreadful possibilities might ITurk. So the ¢ Chinese lanterns”
and the procession were prohibited by a Watch Committee largely composed—
our authority is Mr. Ben Tillett—of timber merchants whese men were on
strike. The men gave up the “ Chinese lanterns ” hut declaved thy would
have their procession. Whereupon the local authorities shrieked out that riot
and pillage were imminent, and demanded troops, which yere at once sup-
plied from Aldershot by the worthy Home Secretary. ~Huzzars and Dra-
goons tode into the city. The procession started, but was charged on its
route by police and dragoons and completely scattered. At the meeting in the
Horsefair, at which 50,000 people were assembled, ¢ the dragoons were or-
« dered to chatge, and rode furiously at the platforms, sweeping all before
¢ them, forty or fifty people fell, and were sabred and lanced as they fell

“ beneath the horses feet. T'he hiu ality was appal ng, and women and chil-
« dren who rushed into doorways for shelter were bludgeoned by the police or
& gabred by the horsemen.” —Freedom, Jan. 1st, 1893. For two hours contin-
ual charges were made upon the people. A biutal” magistrate, named Willis,

" wrgéd on the soldiers to fresh outrage. “ What must we do, sir 2 ”, asked an
ofticer as the troops faced the people.  “ When 1 say charge! charge,” cried
this ruffian, *“ and never mind the Riot Act

Thus all scenes of Bloody Sunday were reproduced at Bristol, under the
auspices of a gentleman had been so severe upon the misdoings of Mr. Mat- |

thews it Trafalgar Square.  But Asquith soon had another chance of showing
his sympathy for the workers. In the beginning of April, 1893, the war
against capital and labour broke out again at Hull. ~ The employers had de-

!
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claved wwar upon the unions, and with a Home Secretary in power, who
_could be depended upon for an unlimited supply of troops, masters felé safer
inswamping the docks with “free labour,” Prominent in thiy good work
Yvas Mr. Charles Wilson, M.P., one of the pleasant little party who joined
i that friendly game at ¢ baccarat,” at Tranby Croft, in company with his

afford to pay his dockers 6d. an hour. He wanted the money for the gam-
bling table. « Friends like the Prince of Wales are very expemnsive. So as
% free labour” is cheaper than union labour, Mr. Charles Wilson introduced
a plenteous supply of it. The Dockers Union called out their men, and Charles
Wilson appealed to the Watch Committee, and to his right honourable friend
Mr. Asquith for assistance.® He got it. On April 5th, police and soldiers
poured into the town, amid great public excitement. Mr. Asquith’s “friend”
was hooted along the street and applied for police protection.. Wilson’s
blacklegs had as a guard of honour the Scots Guards from York. Not only
were cavalry and infantry marched into Hull, but Asquith in his zeal, also sex{t
two' gun boats to take care of his friend’s property. Yet, up to the arri-
val of the soldiers, there had been no rioting. There were soon lively scenes,
blacklegs were brought into the place in swarms, under the protection-oé
the police and military. A few stones thrown by the strikers were met by
bayonet and baton charges. The strike extended ‘throughout the decks;
but the strikers places were quickly taken by *free labour.”  The meny
driven to desperation fired timber yards and saw mills, but all in vain.
Thanks to Asquith, his “ friend” was quite successful in “smashing the union,”
and the dockers were forced to submit. ol

Asquith was questioned in Parliament as to the action of the Govern-.
ment in allowing troops to be used in breaking up Trade Unions, and in a de-
bate upon the subject, he admitted that he had sent the troops on the applica-
tion of the local authorities. The local authorities, as John Burns pointed out,
comprising a number of ship owners concerned in the struggle. = But Mr. As-
quith declared that “ Ile did not see bow the Government could take upon its-
self t_he responsibility of rejecting a demand, declared by the local authorities
to be urgently necessary.” This means in plain Evglish, that a gang of capital-
ists ,‘."h(’ want_to i smash unions,” can be supplied with as nr@ny soldiers as

(
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1 Mr, Asquith stated at a Laberal Meeting in Hull, in Jani'

ik ! 2 h g 1ary, 1895
that tie'did 1ot think * there could be a more typical repre’sentative of éapitai
in Wull, than his friend, Mr. Charles Wilsou.”"  Observe M. Asquith calls this
purveyor of blacklegs his “ friend.” For once we agree with My. Asquith,
‘(;Eﬁ.\‘ées V}\fllis_on llsf z;.f“typlcal dx:gpresentabive of capital,” and Mr. Asjuith dues
wellito call‘himself his * frien They have wany qualities i e o ’
The Clarion, Feb. 2nd, 1895, " o b

Royal Highness the Prince of Wales. Mr. Charles Wilson, M.P., could not .
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they like, to hutcher these that object, by a Home Secretary, who afterwards
calmly disclaims all responsibility for the action of the “local authorities.”” We «
wonder if someone supplied a murderer with a knife, well knowing the-use he
wag going to make of it, if Asquith or his judges would admit the plea of the
accomplice, thap he was not responsible for the action of the murderer. Asquith
feems sometimes conscious of the weakness of this plea, and so he frequently .
states that he hag no discretionary power, but must supply troops if he is asked
for.them:. ' Bu this is not true Asquith has got discretionary power, not only.to
Tefuse troops, hut to withdraw them. If he has not, why did the Aberdsre
magistrates petizion him to allow the troops to remain in that district during
the. Great Coal War of 1893.

- Asquith should be frank like his friend Charles Wilson. That * typical
representative of capital,” told the Hull strikers that *the ‘free labourers”
o WOU]d stay, whatever the result of the strike might be, and that ke would
“ thake the strikers curse their leaders before long.” Whereupon the dockers
burnt Wilson i eftigy. If Asquith had not a legal genius for lying he might
also have been doomed to the flames.

; But the capitalist Plan of Campaign against the unions was soon to have .
a still more startling development. The citidal of the new: unionism was now

to be attacked. The Miners’ Federation had been among the first to adopt .

the new methud of gigantic strikes to wring concessions from the masters.
These gentlemen saw plainly, enough that this Great Federation was a danger
to them and their class. At the International Congress of Miners, held at
Brussels, on May 22nd, delegates represenitng 530,000 British miners, mostly
belongmg o the Miners’ Kederation, declared with the Continental delegates
for an Intermational Strike, if the Governments would not grant an Eicht
Hours Day. Revolutionary propositions of this kind were dangerons, and or-
ganizations that proposed to put them into practice must be smashed without
mercy.

As usual, the masters at first attacked the miners in detail, Mr. Pick-
ard had told at the Conference how wages had been already reduced in South
Wales, Scotland, Durham, and Northunsber land, and the masters were then
evidently contemplating a general attack upon the Federation, on the pretext
that they could 1ot compete with those districts in which wages had been re-
reduced. At fhiy ¢ ongress, Mr. Pickard and his friends urged the men to
stand togethor uud battle for a living wage,” a phrase that soon became very
popular The attnck came soon, On June 23rd the owners demanded a re-
duction of 26 pur vont,, thuw, at one fell 8Woop, sweeping away nearly all that
had been g,'alnul nlnoe 'MH - Miners, whose wages had been raised from £] to

£1, Ss.,, saw, Ut the oosl owners proposed to sweep 7s. of thxs mw theu', o

=
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pockets. Therefore, it is no wonder that the miners refused to agree to this
modest proposition and preferred to be locked out.

-On July 27th, 350,000 men laid down their tools; and the battle bega.n.
For a time all went quietly. In South Wales there was trouble, but nothing
very serious. Though a contlict in Ebbw Vale between the strikers. and some
men who had remained at work, was made the pretext for garrisoning the place
with 1,000 soldiers. But the coal owners had big stocks of coal in hand, and
prices were going up, and they could look on, while the men starved, with

.great complacency. The strikers, however, hoped that the Northumberland

and Durham miners would join them. But on August 16th, the Northumber-
land miners declined to do this by a majority of 1,000. And while 20,000 of

‘the Durhain miners declared for the stiike, 19,704 were against. So as a two-
" “thirds majority was required before the men could strike, the propomfxon fell

to the ground. It was said on the London Coal Exchange at time, that if
Durham struck there would be a panic, and then a settlement would quickly
follow. This was the opinion of practical business men. Why was it that
Durhsm did not strike? And who was responsible for the suffering and star-
vation that followed ?

It is well known that the leaders of the Durham men used all their in-
fluence to keep the men from striking. Why should they do this? Was it
mmerely because of the old quarrel with the Miners Federation concernining
Miners Eight Hours Bill? Is it likely that they would have lost, on this
account, a splendid chance of winning back the 10 per cent. reduction
which they had been forced to submit to in 18927 Was there not some

veason for this, beyond a petty personal quarrel?

The leaders of the Durham Miners have always been devoted mem-
bers of the Liberal party, and a General Strike would have embarrassed
that party considerably. If the Coal Owners had not yielded, not only
riot and revolt, but revolution! would have stared the Government in the
face. Without coal, factories and foundries would have been eclosed and
silent, throughout the length and breadth of the land, and the middle
class would have been face to face with a starving and desperate people.

These men would not have starved in quiet, and it would have been
impossible to have crushed the wniversal revolt in torrents of blood. For
a discontented army, continually breaking out in mutiny, could not be de-
pended to butcher the people wholesale! 'The soldiers would have gone
with the people, and middle class society would have fallen before the pop-
ular storm.

Is it any worder, if all the influence at the command of the Govern-
ment was brought to bear upon the leaders of the Durham nen to prevent






