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THE PLANNING OF INCARCERATION:
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INTRODUCTION,

This pamphlet seTs out to
do the fol1owing:-

1, Describe and analyse the
breakdown of the fabric of
present day cities in the
light of the development of
capitalism from the 19th
century till now. It 100KB
at the economic influences,
the crisis of authority,
breakdown of social order
and the conflict of class
forces as they affect the
structure of the urban
community.

ó2. Consider political activity
which can divert the city
from its road to barbarism.
Consider what political action
is taking place now, and
speculate what may have to
be done in the future.

It does not deal with based on priorities of function

much on ecological issues.
Not out of disinterest: the
questions raised are crucial
to survival. But the subject
has been dealt with far better
by others.

The pamphlet seeks to
argue:
(a) that only an egalitarian
socialist society can
resolve the present problems
of city life, and that this
will have to be within the
urban context, facing up to
demographic factors of
large populations, requiring
ecologically safe technology
to service a chosen life-
style.óThere can be no
return to the countryside.
(b) that the hierarchical
concepts of building design
and town-planning,
which have affected urban
construction throughout
history, and which are

housing in detail. It looks and usage, are still the
more at housing estates
than inside houses. The
reason is partly that the
housing question is so

basis for successful design.
Visual display of functional
hierarchy will be observable
in a non-hierarchical, lib-

gvast it could fill a separate ertarian society.
.pamphlet, but mainly that (c) that the Architects,
the case can be made without Planners and Engineers (APEs),
dealing with thlS partic-

ular aspect.
although still the agents,
as in the past, of the
ruling class, have undergone

extended the role they
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II ' 4Iti a lerarch Function S aceearly societies, a servant , p
cum master craftsman in the ' '
Middle Ages, a wealthy member
of a professional upper "Hierarchical social relations ý:E; In conclusion there is no such
Class in the 19th Century_ produced hierarchical space; owns PLANNING ó®fþ thin as a non_hierarch of
Today they are specialists egalitarlan relations egalitarñ ' lMZPiRTTþEfÂTI | spaces, since there is no such
and technocrats with expertise ian spaces-U (Murray Bookchinp "_*òI__ óÄÂ%; _ thing as a non-Qgerarchy of i. . . ð Aô
and knowledge which they can óThe Cit ln.H1StoP,' Harper *(@ Q _ I I K)
use to their own political Colqphone Books) ò ~ ' - T 15%/' "'FEH-. f _ 4/
advantage, often bypassing /' LOUSY

. . . 1 ~ * '
AI H r ð _ = un-

client, official and bureaucrat ,,".on1y 8: truly Chaotic urban i-we-è e- P J , LET SKNOCK

(d) that the breakdown of life can challenge the slavery f T _$(@Ä/"5'=, $1-55%-J5P'bEO?VFN;
p llvisual order in urban areas

which is a reflection of a
breakdown of political and
social order at all levels,
is an integral part of
bureaucratic capitalism's
crisis of authority.

The diagram on the last
page cryptically explains_
this crisis in the city.  
Beginning with the city as a -
unit for production and
consumption, it traces the
activities of the ruling
class to make it "efficient"
for this job. The Deýýle
meanwhile had other desires:
to make it a place to "live"
in as they wanted ð unmani-
pulated by the needs of
capiatalism in the form of
social democracy. This '
conflict and its attendant
results created the mess we

patterns,,,,, (Richard Sennet,~ rs 0ô PODAY"
óThe Uses of Disorderó Pelic' ) xþga"
 all .

The quotations capture some In attempting to regulate this
of the ideas in these books imbalance, this pamphlet may
and it is the intention to try appear "E00 teýhnical". As it
to comment on and answer these is necessary to explain the
as they are crucial to the ideas reasons behind the_environ_
posed. è mental hotch-potch, these

descriptions have remained
These books deal with two in. The physical factors are

aspects of urban life which are stressed to describe the
not cetral to this pamphlet,
Bookchin's book gives a precise
account of the socio-cultural-
political aspects of the history
of the city, tracing the lands
use forms and economic forces
responsible for its shaping,
Senet deals with the psycholow
gical/political conditioning
of people, paralleled in the
method of pre-planning the urban
structure, Positing the thesis
that people, uncertain of the

Neither does it touch another status change and HOW See. ótime ahead, take steps to ensure
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En1mfwrqM' advocacy of design/technical
nun < c it

$ v óW I'M solutions, All but a handful of
the advocates however are
blissfully unaware of a need for
parallel political solutions,

JOBJñ

that nothing disruptive will
_occur, one of the results is a
rigid planning of cities which
will not give rise to "disorder",
or allow human beings to existó
in the chaos and freedom which _
will develop the human potential,

These books do not deal inô
depth with the design problems,
the technological solutions,the
architectonics, but they are
none the worse for that,ó
Literature dealing with this
aspect has been conspicuously
absent in left-wing circles, On
the other hand, the literature
of the Architects, Planners and
Egineers is unlimited in its
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incarcerated city,

Architecture is the design on
a human scale of inter-related
Spaces which serve the needs
and activities of those who
use them, A "non" space is a
Space which has no function all-
ocated to it by the designer,
and which cannot be given a
use by the building users, Space
here is defined as the space
enclosed by the building or
buildings internally and exterè
Ã111. y

Bookchin's assertion (at the
head of this chapter) requires
some examination, Relationships
between spaces whose functions
are derived from a socially
hierarchical society are theme
selves hierarchical, The Viet-
orian city is an example, But
a series of spaces, functioning
on the basis of egalitarian
priorities, would also have
hierarchical relationships, For
example the relationship betè
ween regional, district, area
and local assembly places
(where democratic decision-
making could take place), or the
relationship between houses or
amenity buildings and work-
places; or the relationships
between houses themselves
derived from type, numbers,
use and position, In rural
societies we see, more clearly
than in the urban area, hier-
archical space relationships
between man's created fabric
and natural elements: the
river, the sheltered valley, the
pastures, the crop fields, It
is sometimes asserted that
although the chief's hut in a
tribal village occupies a
central position, the circle of
huts equally spaced around it
are in an egalitarian relatione
ship to each other (albeit one
of subservient equality), But
what is missed by cursory
visual examination, is that some
huts are nearer to the river and
its ford. others closer to the
fields, others to clay beds.
others to the source of timber,

.1ô/'
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human functions, There are
always pri0PitieS, Therefore
there can be no egalitarian
Bpace. Priorities in planning,
when transcending bourgeois -
political values, can reflect theô
needs and aspirations of any
egalitarian society,

$snnet's quotation with the
use of the word "chaotic" allows
comparison with the referece
to "chaos" in this text. They
are used in different contexts .
and could lead to confusion,
Sennett rightly sees the need ó
for an environment not so rigidly
structured or so totally pre-
Dlanned as to castrate the act-
ivities of the population, A
"chaotic" lifeðstyle is what he
advocates. "Chaos" in the context
of present day planning is -
used in this text to describe
the visual breakdown of the
environment, a breakdown which
results in the loss of sense
of location; all within a rigid
pre-planned structure. The end
result is the incarceration of
people in localities, a feature
Sennett attacks in his book,

In
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Historical Context
The intellectual attack on

the nineteenth century city
came from several sorces: Marx
and his followers, the Anarchist
writers, and the liberal and
radical do-gooders, philosophers
and planners. To the traditional
left, the city is.the expression
of the reality of market forces,
of competition between differet
elements in capitalist society,
It is the product of economic
class relationships, As the
arena where the class struggle
was most intense, cities were
fashioned in certain ways to
meet the needs of the ruling
class, The distribution of
housing in relation to factories
the planting of barracks in
working class areas and the
creation of easy access for
troops and cavalry are obvious
examples,'The cities also
visually displayed the dominance
of one class over the other, An
ascendency was achieved by one
class, But differing social and
cultural life-styles created
a demarcation line between the
contending classes. This affec-
ted the pattern of the city,
This contrasts with rural areas,
where the demarcation is hazy
and.where one culture
dominates the other by the
partial integration of the
weaker into the stronger,

What the city of the slave-
owner,,the religious caste, the
medieval merchant, the military
tactician, the burgher, and the
industrialist had in common, .
was an ability to function, and
a visual order reflecting the
ruling class's power, This was
accepted by the subjugated
class, who participated in its
working for the greater part
of their life (excepting
periods of political crisisd
without the sese of alienation
which abounds today, Today,
however, vulgarised and
brutalised by their environment,
people vandalise much of their
surroundings, not only in times
of political turmoil, but on
a dayntowday basis,

From the traditional anarchist
milieu, there was expressed a
strong opposition to the
centralisation of population
and industry ýg large unhealthy
agglomerations. Running through
the ecological tenor of their
argumets was an opposition, not
only to the squalor of life in
19th century industrial cities
but to the very idea of life
in cities, The desire to'
return to some sort of rural
or semi-rural existence - in
modern terms "doing one's own
thing" -ówhich.would lead to a

' - C e

"free for all" setting down
of house and small factories
engaged in primitive to middle-
technology, interlaced with
fields of vegetables, crops
and farm animals,

This vision rejects the concept
of urban living, objecting to
the waste, despoilation and
disfiguration of modern
-technological society, But,
instead of laying the blame at
the door of modern bureaucratic
capitalism, urban existence per
se is made the culprit, It the-
refore ignores the complications
involved in the creation of an
evironment for millions of
people living together,
declaring it to be intrinsically
wrong, It blinds itself to the
complex interweave of activities,
which make cities places where

4-P

many people want to live in
reasonable proximity, In the
final analysis, it is saying';
that a post-revolutionary order
could not create an acceptable
urban lifestyle, free from all
the ills and alienation of
present-day capitalist society,

But unless people can create
this life for themselves, the
prospect is either the encroach-
ing total barbarism of present-
day cities, or a population
explosion on the farm (with
overflowing cesspits), or
massive nomadic chaos in the
countryside (with tents and
"clip-in" homes),

This philosophy achieved some
reality as a result of the
writings and work of several
late 19th and early 20th
century architects, planners
and authors, For various
reasons they have been described
as the Decentrists% These
include the influentigl American
writer, Lewis Mumford ;
the garden city4planner,
Ebenezer Howard ; the biologist

and philosopher, Patrick
Geddes; the regional planners
in the U.S.A,, Stein, Wright,
and Bauer; the City Beautiful .
planner, Burnham in Chicago,
Finally, there was the eminence
grise of modern architecture,
the conceiver of Radiant City,
le Corbusier, Their various
utopias came to_fruition in
several of their own schemes,
But it is their ideology which
has been the most influential
in creating the modern environ-
ment of today,

In all cases, nature
(vegetation) was seen as an
essential element in creating
palatable urban living, from
Howard's tree-lined suburbs to
le Corbusier's tower blocks
and motorways in the park,

In all cases the approach was
totally elitist and authoritar-
ian, The living patterns and
activities of the humans who
were to live in the various
Utopias, would be decided once
and for all by the expertise
(or lack of it) of the planner,

Despite their criticisms of
cities many radicals still
gravitate to them and it is in
the urban context that most of
them would try to solve the
environmental problem. It is
necessary therefore to Look at
how the form, function and
living patterns of urban areas
are changing, and at how they
could change within the frame-
work of libertarian ideas,

The first question is, why
is the city (with its visual
representation of its functional
order, always apparet in the
past) now falling apart? Is
this to be viewed in the same
context as all other manifesta-
tions of the breaking up of the
bourgeois order such as the
decline of the authoritarian
family, the demise of religion,
the revolt of youth and
school kids, the free for all
in clothes, art, and pop music,
the questioning of work, the
attack on male domination, the
increase in extra-marital sex
and the discarding of other
sexual taboos?
 "-
 -_ó___~.ð_"_\- ó-ó--'-In-.

THE VIQQQRIAN CITE,
The form of cities throughout

history has been a hierarch-
ical, skeletal structure, 3
based on road and pedestrian è
circulation patterns, with the
hierarchy further defined by the
correct positioning of buildè
ing types, the method of thein'
layout, their design and their
detailing, This is not to be
confused with the social hiere
archy, reflected in the resides
ntial location of the different
classes ofrinhabitant,
Although the one does not mirror
or parallel the other, they do
overlap, Many nodal points,
used to define the physical
hierarchy, reflect the dominant
ideology of the time: churches, T
banks and statues of generals,
What is meant by the above is
best illustrated by examining
the city we know, the Victorian
one, especially as this is the,
one being pulled down about us,

Take a group of people un-
familiar with an old city to a
back street of houses, with
little or no directions they
will find their way around the
city, simply by "reading" the
hierarchy of the constructed
environment, From the small
street serving houses, to a l
slightly more important
distributor street, to a second-
ary artery, to a main artery,
and so on into the centre: all
done by discerning everiwidenp
ang streets and pavements, types
of building placed on corners
(showing dominance of one
street over the other), changes
in type and scale of buildings,
changes in height of street
lights, the appearance of bus
routes, corner shops giving way
to larger stores, everyday
shops amqng the houses, par-
ticular and specialised shops
appearing as the centre is
approached, The whole matrix
has an observable logic,

This is the visual presence /
of bourgeois environmental order, /ô ô ,:}ñ \
This pyramidal hierarchical f // '/ ,;ôV \ X

\ / \ 1layout paralleled the central-
ised political structure, It
was a city where the capitalists
used government and local
authority as their agents,
where land use was in their
hands, and where the working
class was not yet organised, ___
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1. For a comprehensive view, I /*ô r -- --" \ \._~\j /
see "Fields, Factories and
Workshops", P, Kropotkin,

2, See "Death and Life of
Great American Cities",
J, Jacobs,

3, Author among others of
"The Culture of Cities" and
"The City in History".

4, Author of "Garden Cities
of Tomorrow".
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