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INTRODUCTION , 3 extended the role they
i play. The APE was a slave in
early societies, a servant
cum master craftsman in the
Middle Ages, a wealthy member
of a professional upper
class in the 19th century,
Today they are specialists
and technocrats with expertise

much on ecological 1issues,

Not out of disinterest: the
questions raised are crucial
to survival. But the subject
has been dealt with far better
by others,

This pamphlet se's out to
do the following:~

Hierarchy, Function & Space

"Hierarchical social relations
produced hierarchical space;
egalitarian relations egalitar— -
ian spaces,'" (Murray Bookchin,

In conclusion there is no such
thing as a non=hierarchy of
spaces, since there is no such
thing as a non-hierarchy of i

1. Describe and analyse the
breakdown of the fabric of
present day cities in the
‘light of the development of

OWN PLANNING
DEPARTMENT

The pamphlet seeks to
argue:

capitalism from the 19th ‘(a) that only an egalitarian and knowledge which they can Jhe Clty in Histopy', Harper \ | . . human functions, There are
century till now., It looks socialist society can use to their own political Colophone Books). , N = ~.7. . always priorities, Therefore

LOUSY....

LET'S KNOCK

A COUPLE OF §
STREETS DOWN

advantage, often bypassing
client, official and bureaucrat
(d) that the breakdown of

there can be no egalitarian
space, Priorities in planning,

when transcending bourgeois
political values, can reflect the

resolve the present problems
of city 1life, and that this

will have to be within the

at the economic influences,
‘the crisis of authority,
breakdown of social order

NeeeOnly a truly chaotic urban
life can challenge the slavery

‘and the conflict of class
forces as they affect the
.structure of the urban
community.

2, Consider political activity
which can divert the city
“from its road to barbarism,
Consider what political action
is taking place now, and
speculate what may have to
be done in the future,

1t does not deal with
housing in detail. It looks
more at housing estates
than inside houses. The
reason is partly that the
housing question is so
wvast it could fill a separate
pamphlet, but-mainly that
the case can be made without
dealing with this partic-
ular aspect,

Neither does it touch

-urban context, facing up to

demographic factors of

large populations, requiring
ecologically safe technology
to service a chosen life-
style, 'There can be no
return to the countryside,
(b) that the hierarchical
concepts of building design
and town-planning,

which have affected urban
construction throughout
history, and which are

based on priorities of function
and usage, are still the
basis for successful design.
Visual display of functional
hierarchy will be observable

in a non-hierarchical, l1ib~-

ertarian society,
(c) that the Architects,

Planners and Engineers (APEs),
although still the agents,

as in the past, of the

ruling class, have undergone
another status change and

-
5g

visual order in urban areas,
which is a reflection of a
breakdown of political and
social order at all levels,
is an integral part of
bureaucratic capitalism's
crisis of authority.

The diagram on the last
page cryptically explains
this crisis in the city.,
Beginning with the city as a -
unit for production and
consumption, it traces the
activities of the ruling
class to make it "efficient"
for this job. The peorle
meanwhile haa other desires:
to make it a place to "live"
in as they wanted - unmani-
pulated by the needs of
capiatalism in the form of
social democracy., This
conflict and its attendant
results created the mess we
now see,

Everywhere like
evervwhere else
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patterns,,..e'" (Richard Sennet,
'The Uses of Disorder!

g Pelican),

The quotations capture some
of the ideas in these books

and it is the intention to try

to comment on and answer these
a8 they are crucial to the ideas
posed,

These books deal with two
aspects of urban life which are
not central to this pamphlet,
Bookchin's book gives a precise
account of the socio=culturale-

political aspects of the history

of the city, tracing the lande
use forms and economic forces

responsible for its shaping,

Sennet deals with the psycholos

gical/political conditioning

of people, paralleled in the
method of pre~planning the urban
structure, Positing the thesis
that people, uncertain of the

‘time ahead, take steps to ensure

that nothing disruptive will

occur, one of the results is a

rigid planning of cities which
will not give rise to ‘‘disorder'",
or allow human beings to exist’
in the chaos and freedom which
will develop the human potential,

These books do not deal in'

depth with the design problems,
the technological solutions, the

architectonics, but they are
none the worse for that,
Literature dealing with this
aspect has been conspicuously
absent in left-wing circles, On
the other hand, the literature
of the Architects, Planners and
Engineers is unlimited in its
advocacy of design/technical
solutions, All but a handful of
the advocates however are
blissfully unaware of a need for
parallel political solutions,

TODAY "

In attempting to regulate this
imbalance, this pamphlet may

appear 'too technical", As it
is necessary to explain the
reasons behind the environe
mental hotch~potch, these
descriptions have remained
in, The physical factors are
stressed to describe the
incarcerated city,

Architecture is the design on
a human scale of inter-related
Spaces which serve the needs
and activities of those who
use them, A "non" space is a
space which has no function all-
ocated to it by the designer,
and which cannot be given a
use by the building users, Space
here is defined as the space
enclosed by the building or

buildings internally and extere
nally,

Bookchin's assertion (at the
head of this chapter) requires
some examination, Relationships
between spaces whose functions
are derived from a socially
hierarchical society are theme
selves hierarchical, The Victe
orian city is an example, But
a series of spaces, functioning
on the basis of egalitarian
priorities, would also have
hierarchical relationships, lor
example the relationship bete
ween regional, district, area
and local assembly places
(where democratic decisione
making could take place), or the
relationship between houses or
amenity buildings and worke
places; or the relationships
between houses themselves
derived from type, numbers,
use and position, In rural
societies we see, more clearly
than in the urban area, hier-
archical space relationships
between man's created fabric
and natural elements: the
river, the sheltered valley, the
pastures, the crop fields, It
is sometimes asserted that
although the chief's hut in a
tribal viilage occupies a
central position, the circle of
huts equally spaced around it
are in an egalitarian relatione
ship .to each other (albeit one
of subservient equality), But
what is missed by cursory
visual examination, is that some
huts are nearer to the river and

its ford. others closer to the
fields, others to clay bpbeas,

others to the source of timber,

needs and aspirations of an
egalitarian society,

Sennet's quotation with the
use of the word "chaotic" allows
comparison with the reference
to "chaos" in this text, They

. are used in different contexts

and could lead to confusion,
Sennett rightly sees the need

for an environment not so rigidly
structured or so totally pre-
planned as to castrate the act-
ivities of the population, A
"'chaotic" life-style is what he
advocates, '""Chaos" in the context
of present day planning is

used in this text to describe

the visual breakdown of the
environment, a breakdown which
results in the loss of sense

of location; all within a rigid
pre~planned structure, The end
result is the incarceration of

~people in localities, a feature

Sennett attacks in his book,
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