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HAS RUSSIA THE ATOM BOM

A Critical Survey of INTERNATIONAL WORKING- |Bernard Shaw
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Cla q}l e jritish imperial strategy deems it necessary as
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But Russian science did not suffer the same
unkind fate, Chemists and physicists were
needed by the Bolshevik industrial
war machine, and, after some initial
neglect, were encouraged to continue their
work.,
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(‘an Russia make the atomic bomb? We
will recall the evidence of Irving
Langmuir, Vice-President of General

“If they saw all our blueprints it would taks
them two or three years to duplicate our work.

we are by the oaths of undying friendship
that drunken men swear to each other.
While they were hailing each other, they
were preparing the throat-slitting. Now
we are living on the edge of war. The
Italian election was one iIssue among many

power and are utterly callous of human
They also have a large number of
aircratt and tanks ready, more than the
West. The Western Powers, therefore, if
the war comes too soon for them. must be
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evacuated
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and navy as possible will be
there to set up a French government
F'rench soil.”
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Without the blueprints it will take them mayhe
a year more.”
Senate Committee on Military Offairs,

It is known that, as long ago as 1920. others that brought us near to it.
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American and British diplomats were bus)

| in Scandinavia, trying to organise Danish,

as the Alps which protect its
northern frontier in horseshoe shape, ana

Spain at the Pyrenees.

Anarchist Federation of Britain pointed to
this as the great prize of the next world

LUhe Labour Party. which has
abolition

U.S.A. in exchange
scientific magazines

for English-language
From English trans-

practical. I believe American experts have
under-estimated
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of | talking about a World War IIE fought
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himself as a life long abolitionist with
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In the debate that he'd changed his mind.
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THE DEEP

SOUTH

By “Direct Action” Special Correspondent,

To sail into New York Harbour on a
sunny afternoon must be the most memor-
to visit any city or country.
There is no approach to any city equal to
the sight of the mighty skyscrapers viewed
fram the deck of a Cunard liner. The city
looked like some dream of a 21st century

able way

metropolis.
passengers expected to find crocks of gold

'fn\llul It Just as obvious in certain Western states

of the

i

I am certain some

in the Southiand looked shabby and depressed.

course others in the South are very well dressed
and look bright and happy, but one cannot help
but notice the large number who look poor and
depressed.
slums. 1 have never before, anywhere, in all of my
life, scen such horrible slums as those of KEast
St. Louis on the bank of the Mississippi.

What 1 did not expect was that the colour bm
would be openly accepted outside of Dixie, but |1

at (ht‘ fOOt of thOS(‘- (‘-i!ﬂ“.\"StOl‘t‘y h“ildi“g.\'. | such as Oklahoma and Missouri. Coloured people

The Iuxury of the ship's tables had been !

I Startling contrast to

aboard helped to build up the illusion of a
promised life of luxury in the New World.

Going ashore soon deflated the Golden
City illusion.
streets of Manhattan one is given an im-
pression of a city even more grubby than
London. A descent into the subway (under-

Before making my journey south I looked around

me carefully, and was pleased to note the apparent

hungry Britain:
several of the passengers became ill after
one day of rich food, and the wealth and
beauty of the goods displayed in the shops

Moving through the crowded

ground railway) confirms the impression highting to keep out
‘ : ‘ 245 " luniversity for negroes in Langston, Oklahoma, but

| the educational opportunities there are very limited.

lack of a colour bar.

True, negroes seemed to be

largely confined to the lower paid jobs, but thep»

none Of thv
visitor to the

Wias
the

obvious
South

colour

foel

bar

that

makes
ashamed. In

that

respect, New York was nearer to London than to |

the
side In train and bus,

There

colour bar have been exaggerated? At
was not much for the visitor to see.

Southland. White and coloured sat side by

tood shoulder to shoulder
at the numberless snack bars and were served by
white and negro attendants working together.
were no ' White ™ or * Coloured ” signs on
the public lavatories or waiting rooms. Could the
least there

“The Negroes
live there”

But when I travelled south the colour bar was

thrust upon my sight at every corner. Not the |
slightest trouble was taken to conceal 1t. While
in the northern states the coloured people had

seemed alert, bright and well clad, many negroes | persnade citizens to pay their * Poll Tax ”

ride in the back of the bus, have separate
lavatories and waiting rooms. In one town of
Missouri in which 1 stayed, of six cinemas only
one accepted negro patronage, and even there it
was ' balcony only.”

Tax on Voting

I travelled next to Oklahoma, one of the vounger
states, last of the Indian territories and the * bad
lands 7 of Jesse James and other famous outlaws.
But, there was nothing modern about that state's
attitude to race, we might have been in Dixie here,
While I was there the University of Oklahoma was
There 18 n

HOZTOeS, Staroe

The 1 Ili\'«'ll\'il)‘ of Oklahoma was (‘h:l“t'll;:ml |o.\
.\ll'.\’. Ada .\'i]nlo-l ]"i.\‘hvl‘, a ('nlnlll‘ml S(‘hnl:n‘ who
wished to study law. The University refused to
allow her to study or attend its lectures, and Mrs.

- Fisher appealed to the U.S. Supreme Court, which

ll[ilu'lti her :l]blw:ll. The l'ni\'c'l‘.\'it‘\' l'v]bliml h_\

'setting up a Jim Crow law school for one person
' Mors.

Fisher
established

refusing her permission to sit in the
L.aw NSchool. Ada FKFisher refuses to
accept this Jim Crow ruling, and points out that o
one-person class does not offer the equal oppor-

tunities of education demanded by the Supreme
Court.
A few days later, three young Coloured men

presented themselves to the University, at Norman,

 Oklahoma, and demanded to be enrolled as under-
L graduates 1n

engineering, social science and busi-
ness admimstration, They were soon followed by
three others. So far neither side has given way.

My next stay was in Texas, one of the States
which fought on the Confederate side in the Civil
War, a state which combines Southern cotton
fields with Wild West cowpunching. As I arrived
the authorities were running a campaign to
This

PLANNED SCARCITY Communists

A New Capitalist Formula

An inexhaustible sellers’ market has
alwavs been the pipe-dream of the
exploiting class of every nation. The
ever-recurring cycele of production, sale,
greater production, higher sale, in an
ever-mounting endless c¢hain of trans-|

actions  into eternity, each transactiou
adding to his profits, augmenting his plant
increasing productivity by using
logic of

been the simple and insane

capitalist accumulation,

It has been insane only because wealth
Where there
was no money to buy, there was no sale,

found expression in money.

and no sale meant no profit, so productior

ceased and the paradox of abject poverty
and starvation amidst so-called abundance
some

took place. Profits fell, and

capitalists even went bust.

So it seemed that if only markets could
be guaranteed. capital couldn’t fail to earn

more and more profit. To preserve and

extend markets. wars—called crusades o

spread the benefits of Western civilisation

—were fought. Money was loaned and

invested evervwhere and anywhere, there

was native labour and natural resources
to exploit.
Unfortunately for the capitalist the

world does not extend geographically, and
an end had eventually to be called to this
This in turn caused wars to be
of existing

T OCeSS,
fought for
mnarkets.

the re-distribution

Historically., capitalist expansion, o:

more correctly capital accumulation, can

to a total end with the 1929 eCOnoOIne
cricis. Warehouses bursting with coni-

modities and millions of unemployed witn
little or no money to buy them were the

order of the dav. This was called

better
technique both in man and machine, has

Ve -

The war was brought to an end largely
by sheer exhaustion. World scarcity sent
prices up, and it is true that profits and

dividends have never been so high as they
‘are today.

The Governments, particularly those of
Europe, carried their technique for con-

trolling labour and production over from

the war period into the * peace’ and con-
tinued to * plan” production. Private
capital was no longer capable of the effort.
The ruling class could no longer rule in the
old way.

Economic activity becomes more and
more concentrated in the state, which plans

not production, but starvation. Permaneni
scarcity is proving a much better and

easier way of handling the working-class,
keeping down unemployment, and cheapen

ing the cost of production than the
antiquated method of automatic markel
mechanism,

The expression of wealth in money, thai
and nothing else, is the reason why workers
]»l'H«lllH’ more and more (for export) and
eat less and less.
burse itself for the losses sustained during
the war. and to recover their previous
position, the ruling the
workers to make good all the destruction

and devastation of the war.

classes force

Mass unemployment and “over-
production” are things of the past.
Pianned scareity is the only method by
which they can maintain their rule.

STATE PERSECUTES
JOHN SYME’S WIDOW

The arrest of two drunkards in the early hours

Ol

Many of them live in most appalling

It was |
explained to me that * of course, the negroes live |
there,”

IS a4 tax which every citizen must pay before being
allowed to vote—a tax on voting ! Further, if n
ccitizen paid no tax in 1944 or 1946, but paid his
Ctaxy for 1948, he would still be excluded from the
poll in 1948 because of arrears!

“Undesirable

DIRECT

ACTION

oquipment, British farmers have hig'lwr
yields per acre than do many of the
coumtries from which we purchase agri-
cultural products.  Yet, our whole system
of agriculture would have to undergo vast
changes in organisation, and vast improve-

——e—— i —

e ——— -

Towards the Free Society

Agricultural Colleetives

rY\ODAY, in spite of being hampered | certain tasks and
by antiquated methods and insuf-
ficient farm workers and mechanieal

at different
the vear.

The option of working on his own would
be open to each worker. With the abolitiol
of the wage system the farm worker wil

man.  According to their needs thess

workers would be able to use the materia
of the collective,

periods of distributive

be on the same level as any other worker, A
but he will not be able to exploit his fellow ' sketched many ways in which biologists

There is ample reason

MAY, 1945

— —— —

workers syndicate,  which
would enable farm and market garden pro-
| | duce to be distributed to urban populations

| with minimum deterioration and nutrition
l lH.\'.\'.

recennt

article by J. B. S. Haldane

| . S .
| could, in fact, revolutionise agriculture,
| among them selective breeding of live

. - stock, determination of the sex of calves
~ The poll tax is a device used by the ruling class ments in methods, to achieve the high to believe that these cases wonld be rare, |{o he born, and the development of nesw
of lﬂ-r(uinl .\‘nullwrnlstatvs' to 'pn-wnl- negroes | productive level necessary to the [and would gradually decrease in number, | hyvbridised trees
voting, it being considered that the negroes would f Tty . "W ‘ v (i ! : ' ‘ <3

: . . unctioning of ¢ society eventually disappearing. Labour sola- | : . ;-
be "_"’ poor to pay. Of course, it also keeps out e b fres el tion, in 'l(l(lit]iclm‘ tubl 1 “r' ,“ e As a final point, let us mention ke
.\.ln]n\u':lm.\' :nu‘l |.um‘rl .&n\.vruiinls \\'hnlan'v n!sn v;m- [here is another aspect—one to which H(l\':.llII'lL'(" would | "”“'L””“ “|” real :l;.{l‘n-hiulugi.\‘t.\'. the new =chemes for dir!-
S1Ue Iy and exirapie 1 ! CXAas and ocoertam othm ill\‘]'livi‘sllt ol“‘)‘l'i‘"l i\- '.li‘l ill "l‘ 00 ’ - : A laraer ATl nore 1<, . 3 > . 2 :

= . | « S i Y econom : less farming, hye c science. Perhaps
sStates, 'he states mmposing a poll tax are South l y (‘Hllllbllt':llwl than work in the collectives. el h‘\ “”lm““ i l‘rh‘”"'

Cacoling, Tennessee, Mississippi, Virginia, Texas,

report on the denial of civil rights to negroes and

of today whose sole aim is bigger profits.

Alabama and Arkansas. Georgia abolished the tax This is the * food value” of farm and We have the example of Spain where,
mm 1945, ||]:||'kp‘ g“r(lp“ ]ll'”(lll(’(' \\-lu.“ i‘ l"':“'h".‘: \\.h““ 'h" :lﬂl'ivl?“lll':ll ('H“P("i\“‘.\' Were
'H-\"““‘ the middle of last year. President |the urban consumer. Those of our readers tormed _between 1936 and 1939, the
| Truman appointed “a  committee to study “and f\who have had the opportunity of hearing| 'S°lates™ soon joined the = collective
|

others in the United States., The committee has
just published 1ts report, under the title * To Secure
These Rights.” This volume shows that coloured
people, with poor Americans and Mexican immi-
grants to U.N.A., are denied civil rights., It tells

Doctor Barlow lecture on the * Coventry
Kxperiment ”  will recall his detailed
criticism of the low nutritional values of
vegetables and fruits when they finally

us that in the poll tax states only 18 per cent, of
the electors ever vote. The poll tax puts power in
' the hands of a well-to-do minority,

The Report also shows that negroes receive lower
wiages than any other group, suffer more from
unemployment, are largely barred from professional
Jobs, and are more overcrowded than whites, It
also shows that negro schools are poorly equipped
and badly crowded as are the hospitals for coloured

folk.

“To Secure These Rights” condemns in

Capitalismm must reim-'

popular and graphic language the oppression of
one-tenth of the population of the U.S.A. by
another tenth.

Phoney Revolt ?

recently, President Truman, in a public
speech, declared his intention to fulfil the recom-

| : . .
‘mendations of the Report. How far he will go in

Just

reach the housewife., In the practical side

organisation, for they could clearly
that their work was thus lightened.

o o o

sefore finishing with the question of
small  properties we should be wise 10
study, with understanding and justice, the

of the work at Coventry Dr. Barlow and |
his colleagues had to begin by feeding the
land on their newly-purchased farms. n
order to raise vegetables, fruits, ete.. that
would have a high vitamin and nutrition
contrent,

ment and modernisation of agriculture
would be a major operation of primary
Importance,

ORGANISATION

Here we have to take into account
actual forms of property :

two

Firstly, the large property, exploited by

In the society of tomorrow, the improve- |

case of the small peasant farmer. attached
to the land that he works—sometimes by
bonds of real affection. Without envisaging
the continuity of propesty in land, we can
admit, without diverging from our prin-
ciples, that the son may work the soil where
he was born.

'the natal soil is not to be misunderstood o«

constituting ** property rights.”
INTEGRATION

Following the process already outlined
for production the
sentatives  of Cco-operatives

co-operatives
the

l'f’l)l't’-
and

collectives would constitute local sections |

of

'”I:l! direction remains to be seen, but the very | one or imore persons or h}' e | j()illl StocCL ?l;{l'l(.’llltlll‘;ll l”.“d”('”““: these local
‘mention of it was enough for the South. Led by company, having under their control sections, In their turn, would unite with
'!hc‘ Governors of North Carolina, South Carolina, NUIMEerous l’ili(l workers. (lil)' labourers. the locals of the .\'.\'ll(“(‘;[[(',\' O constitute

Arkansas and Texas, the Democratic Party in the
South i1s threatening to vote against Truman in
' this year's presidential election. This could make
certain 'roman’s defeat, for the “ Democrats ' rely
on the vote of the * sohid South.” the
South, however, do not take the too
' seriously.

Many 1
revolt

Still Worship

An echo of the hysterical wartime adulation of
Roosevelt and Churchill by the Communist Party
found its way into the “ Daily Worker” for April
13th. Commenting on the unveiling of the
Roosevelt memorial in London, a leading article
stated : —

‘... he was a great democrat who played a noble
and inspiring part in the fight of the people. . . .
the statesman who are now paying tribute to him
and posing as his successors, but trampling his
doctrines in the mud, would indeed treat him as a
revolutionary and subject to the purge for
‘Un-American Activities” were he alive today

. the real Roosevelt lives in the hearts of the
people and the example of his untiring efforts for
peace will spur on the millions who are today
menaced by the threat of war.”

putting to productive use the hundreds of
acres of productive land that is today used

for military pPUrposes (tank-ranges,
artillery and small-arms firing ranges,

the battle schools, etc.), and the huge acres
now used as plavgrounds of the rich—the

deer parks and breeding preserves for
pheasants and partridges for shot-gun

ROObevelt excursions, the big country estates, and
S0 016,

land, as with the factories, will cease (o
be private property.

tion for workers freed from capitalist ex-
ploitation and from the yoke of the State.
The large farming unit would become an
agricultural co-operative, and following the
principle previously outlined for the sya-
dicates, would elect its council.
property
economic organisation by means of collec-
tivised agriculture,
nature of the terrain, and the desires of the

domestics, engineers, etc,

2
Necondly, the small property, exploited
by an individual or family, or occupying
too few workers to constitute a collective.

In addition there will be the task of

In the case of the large properties, the

It will become the
property of all, the instrument of produc-

The small
into the

would be integrated

Thus, according to the

collectives

the local union of production.

Finally, the Jlocal unions, regional
federations would form inter-regional pro-
duction councils; thus the agricultural
workers and technicians will participate in
the organisation of production with the
same rights as, and in complete equality
with, the industrial workers.

In this way, the delegates of the agri-
cultural workers would also participate in
the work of the economic councils, co
operating fully 4n the all-over production
scheme, In this way, they will bs¢
acquainted with the needs of the canteens.
hostels and communes, and will be able to
register their own needs in nitrates fer-
tilisers, tools, clothing, materials and the
thousand and one other items and services
needed.

SOME POSSIBLE IMPROVEMENTS

Here we can only touch on a few of the
many improvements and modernisations
that can be envisaged. The institution of
mechanical equipment depots, where thlie
and co-ops can borrow such
items bulldezers, scrapers, etc. Ser
vicing and repair stations, where the
equipment of the farm units could be

S

Roosevelt’s ** doctrines "— like Churchill’s — were | i tarosted  workers. several agricultural repaired and overhauled. Trained
capitalist exploitation, economic imperialism and collectives could exist in the same con: agronomists, experts. who could help the
militarism. His virtue, to Communists, lies in the | ' ' : farmers soive production problems; a
appeasement policy that he and Churchill adopted |IMune. Delegates would form the collective P e e AR A e P f 'l. ‘
towards Stalin during the war. = This nonsense is [ councils, which would be roughly the same [S¢TVice 10T artiflcial INSCHITAON O A
a measure of the complete lack of integrity, for | 4q the co-operative council of the large stock, Then l('.\(*:ll(:h centres for studyiug
which * Communist” propaganda is rightly held the development of new methods, ferti-

in contempt,

Had “ Comrade” Churchill performed a similar,

now be hearing Harry Pollitt tell how Attlee and
Bevin are betraving Winston's sacred heritage.

“The OLDEST
PAPER
of the LEFT"

devoted to laudatory references to the late

T. H. Keell

bat the writer does not mention that the London
Freedom Group was re-established i 1929, with
T H. Keell’s full concurrence. Nor that the group
actively worked to clear off a debt of £100 which
remained on the cessation of the publication of

property,

long-overdue, service in 1945, we should doubtless | collective would not imply that he would
have to live collectively.
personal tastes and family aspirations, ne
could continue to live in isolation if he so
desired, for only the efforts furnished by
all the
with
This collective effort will render the work
lighter and will avoid dispersal of forces

of effort and a diminution of results.
this connection it is well worth remember-

For a farm worker to be a member of a

According to his |

members would be collectivised,

the aim of increasing production.

. . a dispersal that always causes a waste
In

0 ‘ , . . ey (Y SIS T it ha: published a 30-page pamphlet, ** Bulgarie—

[n the issue of “ Freedom” dated April ord, | INg that farmers already practise what will \,“m_'.”lv Espagic” ("ll'.tlmlnriwl \ New Spain )
1948, appears an :u'n(:lv under lt,lw .:nl;c'n"v ttl:(lv. be the general rule tomorrow : small pro-f . . rives the militant history of our Bulgarian
Aglex Inl‘ll!‘lﬂlllll‘,: '-l-w LAt |”~“_|" l‘...hll‘ \;upn" 3 prietors and farmers lend each other | movement. MThe committee is in urgent need of
Bud) JLIS > .'“' “'l,s“.“ '”fl ’l'f .M, .(-.lr.w-‘."?l.li“'ll\‘ materials and animals and labourers for [money, clothing, medical supplies !ll'n\'t" all
October, 18806, the rest o AL Bl |wlli¢'i|]ill and other concentrated products. These

Letter to the Editors

“ Sauve the Bosses’ Money!”

liIsers. eto.

A specialised branch of thel

International
Anarchism

BULGARIA : A Committee of Aid for Bulgarian
Anti-Fascists persecuted by the Stalinist author:-
ties has been formed in France by the International
Working Men's Association, The Committee s
collecting economic aid to send to the DBulgarian
comrades now in concentration camps. To this end

Ald Commission for Dulgaran
rue de la Victoire, Pans (Y¢),

should be sent to
Anti-Fascists, 47,
I'rance.

» . 3 -

SWITZERLAND : A national the

Swiss anarchist groups was held in Berne on the

congre s of

in a free society, we would even see vast
tank farms on the outskirts of heavily
populated urban areas—where sciency
would take over from nature, and perforn;
a terrific service by producting fresh fruit;:
and vegetables in vast hydroponic plants,

AMBROSE BARKER
90

On April 20th our comrade, Ambrose (5. Barker,

This faculty of cultivating

now living in Walthamstow with hit companion,
Comrade Ella Twynam, attained his ninetieth
 birthday.

Two of us visited these two old Anarchist

stalwarts on the evening of that day We founi
Comrade Barker in reasonably good health, his one
regret being that he was not able to get to meel-
mgs any longer. *“If only 1 was thirty year:
vounger,” he said, ' I should be ont speaking on the
| street corners.”

| Recalling some of the early days of the British
' movement, Comrade Barker spoke of a meeting ne
'had chaired for Kropotkin at a working men':
'club in 1881, of activity with Joe Lane in the
Labour Emanecipation League, of William Morris
‘and “* The Commonweal ”, and early days in the
' Socialist League. During the two hours that we
were with him, he brought to life the tory of tho
last 70 years.

We asked him what he thought of the present
Labour Government. * £1,000 a year men—all of
'them,” he replied, * they're doing the Tories’ work
well.”
| It was a great tonic for us to
comrade’s faith Iin our movement
‘mental faculties as alert as ever.
the realisation of the ideas to
 has been devoted.

Will War Come?

N
over their Palestine policy, as much
vote-hungry Harry disliked doing so.

Neither American nor British generals
believe that the atom bomb alone will win
the war for them. It will play a big part,
but much more will be needed to defeat
Russia. America’s chief weapon is large-
scale bombing, with high explosive, as used

find our old
undimmed, hs
Mayv he live to
which his hife

s‘l‘b

(Continued from Page 1, Uolumn

s

against Germany. Russia’s weakest link,
transport, will be struck at by ever-

increasing numbers of giant bombers., In
Russia, railways and rolling stock are few,
the Red Army must have motor lorries,
oil and highwayvs on a vast scale to main-
tain her mass armies, In World War 11,

the Russian advance into Germany was
only possible because of the tens of
thousands of American lorries, also

American oil. given to the Red Army. In
World War III, we may be sure that
Russian oil wells in the Caucasus will be
bombed from Asia Minor.

While the U.S. Air Force is small, a big
expansion programme has already started,
and, undoubtedly, the atom bomb is held

ready for sudden war. The * Strategic
Air Command” is ready for war on a
H'.rlnlml scale and is flving daily on long

hops, as far as 4,000 miles, at short notice,
to Alaska. the Caribbean and Japan. The
force is said to consist of about 350 B.2Y's,
One of its commanders is Major-General
Ramey, director of the Bikini and other
atom bomb tests,

In the Pacific war. the flight limit of the
B 20 was 2.000 miles. Now, 4,000, it 18
expected that the flight will be increased
to 4.500 soon. The experimental B.3G s
meant to achieve a flight of S,000 miles.

A Long War

In spite of the atom bomb, America IS
preparing for, if necessary, i long tough
war. Whatever the early result may be,

]pl‘nclll(‘liﬂll.

It was, 1n 1

crisis.  Millions of pounds were spent
ploughing crops and seed back into the
land. Corporations and combines were
formed with state blessing to control and |
restrict production. The only outlet (hie
productive forces could find was in the

manufacture of armaments, and these, of

act.

permanent

capitalis

course. were finally consumed Iin war,

The

real wealth

intensely

]»rmlnvml

destructive

World War 11 succeeded in destroying the
centuries

h}'

character

trivial

|01

o
()

of a summer morning forty years ago, was the
occeurrence which led to a life of acute

Freedom”, nor of its other activities, Then

suffering for two people with a strong Sense of
justice—ex-Inspector and Mrs. John Syme. It
was in 1909 that John Syme was dismissed as an
inspector in the Metropolitan Police.

We do not have to repeat the whole tragic story
now. as it is all preserved in documentary form as
a result of the 1924 enquiry. John Syme's erime
was that he insisted on his case being the subject
of a public enquiry, and that he publicly exposed
the c'nl'l‘llptiun of the lmli('t' foree,

v 25 years of public agitation, which covered
ll\'«io- Park activity, many gaol sentences, hnngo'l'-
sn-’ikin;:. and inearceration in Broadmoor Criminal
[Lunatic Asvlum, Syme was able, more than two
decades after his dismissal, to secure the pension

follows, to speak mildly, a most ungenerous and
petty attitude.

The Freedom Group wishes to make full use of
literature for the benefit of the movement. DBut
Keell removed the whole of it from London. 'This
cansed some very bitter feelings.

The Freedom Group restarted
May, 1930. They had full right to do
among other things the Group had in its member:
ship comrades like the late William Wess ana
John Turner, who worked on and for * Freedom ™
vears before Keell probably even heard of the
‘pulwr. Some friends of T. H. Keell wished him
to bhe appointed editor, but in the last issue of
| “ preedom” which he published, he had said :

“KFreedom'™ 1
80, S8

human effort. All productive effort was
totally mobilised by the and
centrated on the production of moder
weapons of destruction. Agriculture was
rw;:lw'ted, and the ;.II':lll;H'ft‘.\ hecame emptly.,
Real scarcity of the
became a fact.

e ———————————————————

DIRECT ACTION

Monthly Organ of the Anarchist Federation
of Britain,

stare COll-

l]“!“'\silib‘\ l!f

RATENS :

» 0, '
|§\||1'h o/ "

SUBSCRIPTION
United Kingdom - 12

i1ssues 60 cents,

U.S.A. - 1=

F'rom :

Administration * Direcl Action,”
59. Malham Road,

Hill,

c. s
Forest London, S.0..25.

which was his legal due.

ul l’x-llis]wc'lnl .\'.\‘llu'. his life's

end ll:ls!vllo'd"\llil the group appointed Ambrose G.

by privation and food-poisoning, passed ““M\
almost nnnoticed—even to the Press who used to

- " < . “—
cneer at the funny little Scotsman - In 1940,

life ! His pension died with him.

[.ondon houre, the innocent vietim of these circums-

stances lies dying—Syme's T9-vear-old widow.
State refuses to grant
Hlll_\' e
of the many pleas raised on

‘b carried on beyond his grave, and th.-‘ widow
'a brave man is to be legally exterminated |
| penury, after bearing, for many years

'(-nllm'llllvll('l'h of actions that were not her own.

(he most corrupt in the world,
say about the Police State?

l

K.U.

""H'I'
her a penny of what could
brief, compassionate subsistence, 1n spite
her behalf—notably

. o Yo
by the Labour M.P. for Norwood, Mr. Chamberlain,

For the erime of John Syme's outspoken
integrity and his revolt against what 15 now an

historical injustive, retribution and malice are to |
0ol

'\

the

John Syme said that the British police force was |
What would he now k

| relinquish the po-t.

|
l
|

Today, hedridden, 11l and destitute 1 i suburban |

“1 lay down my pen for the last time as editor.”
Barke
editor, a post which he held until a serious Hiness,
which might have been fatal, compelled hiun (o

[Unfortunately, the issue of May, 1930, contained
publication of the dispute with Keell, But the
paper was carried on until September, 19306, during
a depressing period so far as Anarchism in this
country was concerned. No mention is made in
the article of these facts,

The ]nlhlislu'l'.\ of the present * Freedom ™ did
not help in any way during that period.,  hey
now wish, evidently, to obscure it altogether, Thoev

will fail.

It is true that some of them were responsible for

the publication of “ Spain and the World ™ (from | ,,q wome eleetric light bulbs were put in. - As 2d. (post 1d.)
19536 - 1938), and, as members of the Anarchist soon as the bosses had gone the manager took out ‘ JINERAI \.,”.”:l,: | .
Federation, helped in the publication of *“War |0 pulbs—'* to save the bosses money.” OGRS NS A R n," (post 1d.)
Commentary " during the war years. We don't With types like this one certainly believes * that

that. . |
But perhaps C.\V., who signs the article, 18 not

Linformed of the above facts,

want to detract from any ecredit due to them for

Dear Comrades,

The doctor having ordered me a week 1 hed,
mv husband has had to stay at home to look after
tln;- babv and myself When he phoned his firm,
\\'c'stl)ll;‘)"s of London Bridge, to tell them he
would have to take a week off as there was no-one
clse who could look after us, he was informed that
he had the *‘ sack ",

This firm, whose managing directors attend

17/18 April, with the aim of constituting the
Swiss Anarchist Federation., At the same time, a
monument to Louis Bertoni, founder of ** Le Reveil

Anarchiste . who died early last year, was in-
angurated in the Berne cemetery where his ashe
lie. The monument has been made by the

Anarchist marble workers of Carrara in Italy. A
report of the Congress will appear next month,

* * -

church and call themselves * religious " have 2
bonus ”’ scheme. They stop five shilings a week
from the men’s wages, give it back to them vearly
__Jess tax—and ecall it bonus. This 1s doubtless
the way to become millionaires, which the owners
of this firm are,

They also have a strange system of overtime,
vxpect.ing vou to work anything from five minutes
to half-an-hour for nothing.

There is no fixed time for tea-break.  When the
ten is brought from a local cafe " the
gas to stew, should there be lorries in to load or
unload. The reason given is that lorry drivers
that is the few who own their own lorries—have
to be paid extraif they are kept walting. 'ljlu'
foreman did suggest that the men stopped having
a tea break altogether.

The the
bosses’ up

gFOoes on

of saving the
private

interests
the prices to

foreman, i
money, puts

buy cane to make baskets. The manager is also

fond of saving money for the bosses,

power corrupts.”
Yours fraternally,

RUBY 1L
London, S.1K.1.

GO

e KUE . working \ omen who
customers, such as working men and w

Once 1t was
decided that one part of the factory was too dark

CUBA : Fifty delegates from all parts of the
country were preent at the Nuational
Congress of the Libertarvian Association of Cuba.
The Cuban movement, which publishes the fort-
nightly paper ** Solidaridad ™, is rapidly gaining
a mass basis among the workers and peasants, and
Communist influence is on the decrease, Last
vear two Anarchist militants were assassinated by

recent

:

Stalinist thugs,
d
LITERATURE
We have received a limited number of
copies from Modern Publishers, Indore,

India, of :
“GOD AND THE STATE"

By Michael Bakunin
1 /6, post 34,

CANARCHO - SYNDICALISM Y

By Rudolf Rocker
2/6, post Ml

By TOM BROWN

BRITISH GENERAL STRIKI

wPireet  Action”  Administration,
59, Malham Roud, Forest Hll,
London, S 238,

'rom :

it seems that American and British
superior technics on land, sea and air musl
in the end defeat Russia. Why then should
Russia go to war?

Firstly, Stalin wants the fruits of war

without war actually breaking out. He
knows, too, that Britain cannot afford

another war. even if * victorious ", so he
is pushing his advantage to the extreme
edge. He is a super-blackmailer, playing
to the top limit.

Secondly, he is being pushed by the logic
of events. If he waits for four years, he
may have the atom bomb and America will
have lost her chance, but if he waits two
vears only, or even American and
Rritish armed forces will be strong enough
to threaten him. even without the aton
bomb. Now. 1945, is his time.

O,

Thirdly, we must not underestimate the
human factor in dictatorship. Surrounded
by ves men, deprived by his own act of the
aid of public criticism, hurled on by the
disease of his ego, the tyrant usually plans
his own destruction in war,

Stalin is growing  old; like other
dictators he vearns to be a world con-

queror before he dies,  That is the world's

greatest danger.

Adminirtration,
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