VOL.5.NO.6(NO.45) SEPTEMBER 1950 TWOPENCE

IN THIS ISSUE: -

'S.W.F. conference repomt
.| Aims end Principles

“Printers locked-out

‘Profits & tex dodging

= . HEa ey ~¢;¢ TyB. treatment breakdown
Syndicalist Workers - Fe oyt i i

BRITISH* SECTION or THE -  |'News shorts
INTERNATIONAL WORKING MENS: ASSOCIATION

THE BIGGEST STRUGGLESHfoiyears'are building up bétﬁeénrthe “”
ruling cless and the workers, "Preliminary skirmishes have
alresdy teken place in Londom - first the printing workers, then

Inférpétibnal news

1

UBLE ON THE WAY

.

the busmexn;- mow the gas meintenence men, . “The uneasy honeymoon
between cepitel and labour, the result of & Lahour .Government,
looks like ending in the Divorce Court in the neer future, .

Both sides are'preparing‘ior acﬁidn,;gnd:théreffé-every
likelihood of widespread strikes during the coming winter,

¥ v

After the pest five yeers, there carnot be meuy illusions

v left ebout the character of the Labour Government, They have
shown- themselves ready to hurl every kind of abuse,- and use every

strikebresking method short - so far - of ermed force, ageinst

.. workers fighting for better conditions and wages, .

-7+ "The men on strike ere the blacklegs and scabg," cried
Lebour Minister Iseacs during the bus strike, when ‘trying to “bim
its leadership on to the Stalinists, What tripe! "~ Ex-trade-
union bureesucrat Isascs kmows full well what & blackleg is, -

"At @ time when our soldiers ere fecing serious riwks in
Koree," said the same charecter, "“it is essential that there should
be no denger of intcrference with'their supplies -and support, "

Who sent the 17-year-old conscripts to fece de&sth in Koree, Isesecs?
Your Lebour Govermment, It was certainly mot the choice of the
workers thet they should be seunt, . In eny case, does Iseaocs
seriously believe that supplies for:Kore& are carried on the 24

bus route from Pimlico to Hempstead Heath? - = . :

L e wme % e
ke

e

No-one, of course, took the trouble to firnd out what the
8trike weg 2ll sbout, :
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o o Imthe first plece, the busmen are not ageinst employment

of "clippies™ as most of the deily pepers suggested, Their

o 8rlevance wes thaet a &1 & week wage cleim hed not been put forward
to the Londom Treusport Executive by the T.& G.W,U.

As one conductor teld us, men will not join London Trangport
- on the present wege rate, Until the &1 was secured, the men
rightly held that recruitment of "clippies" should be stopped,
© If women'were  prepared to take the lower wage, Providing the

influx of lebour needed by the L.T,E,, the wage claim would stand

no chance of succesg, This point of view was shared by present
olippies,‘on strike with the men,

- Iseacs' thrests to introduce laws against "strike agitators"
was welcomed unreservedly by the tory Press, The threat, at thisg:
./ stege, /wés probably partly & bluff to breek the strike, but it is
| ap-‘indication of the lengths to which the Labour leaders are Prep-
~ered to go in defence of capitalism, It was interesting, too, to
hear the "revelationf@-‘long common knowledge - that the Special

‘Branch hed sent its spies emong the workers, .

‘The strike collepsed through lack dfiﬁropérioo—dfdiﬁation.

' Thére wes no alternetive orgenisation to,thqt:uSelessvmonstrosity,

7 the P& GiW.U, The lesson is ‘clearly that Such an orgenisstion,

based omn renk-end-file delegate committees, linking up the bus,
trolley, tram and tube workers, must be built before the mext
strike tekes Place, = . Unless this is doue, direct ectiox ‘cannot
be successful, =

| * In building this orgenisation, however, workers must guerd

-egeinst attempts by the Stalinists to capture control, —Any

Stelinist-run body is worse than useless for militent action, The

~CLP. ds concerned not with winning strikes, but in usiug workers to
serve the party's political ends, While we do not - like the
Lebour Govermment - overrate the influence of Stalinism among the

vwbrking*class,‘we;dolrecognise that, in. the absence of a Positive
alternative fo:ILebbour's reactionary poliey, the Stelinists will

- gein suppert,’ Ang that would be @ major defeat for any hopes of

a decent society, -

© L7 Thg only policy which offers 8 wey forward is that of
Syndicelism, - It rejects ALL political Parties, Tory, Liberel,

. Lebour or Stelintst, ' It says that the workers' struggle is on the

industrial field, 'snd that the ultimate aim must be workers' control
of industry, ‘It offers @ form of orgenisation in which - unlike
uniong -guch as ‘the 7.,& G.WJ/U,., ~ the renk-snd-file determine policy
end action, "+ - o 2

Workers who want this kind“of organisation are invited to
join the Syndicelist Workers Federation, Our peth is struggle -
our will is freedom, .
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THE PRYNTING LOCKOUT

The decision of the London Master Printers Association to
look-out 5,000 members of the London Society of Compositors, was
the climax to & bitter strugglé, of meny months' duration,

THE ISSUES 'The principal ‘issu¢ of the struggle was not conmected
coiowith the present everage wage of London compositors, -
It was the result of ‘the compositors' demend for amn €8 basic ‘wage,
elthough most of them are earning an-average wage above that figure
They teke the -correct view that, while the present shortage of F iR
compositors exists, they will be able to get & reasoneble wage, but
they are ooncerned at probadble slashing of their extras in the %
event of @ slump in the trade, The: delayiung tactics of the = - _
employers ‘resulted in” the IL.S.C, teking direct ection, by epplying
work-to-rule, S SRR & B g PRa LTRSS R R

SOLIDARITY The employers, organiged in the London Masster Printers -
" .. Assocktion, replied by giving two weeks motice to the
workers, The E.C, of the L.S.C. countered with the decision,
confirmed by e delegate meeting, to epply further restrictions,
At this stege the employers brought the periodicels brauch
of the Newspeper vociety imto the_fray,(anddappliedvthe;dismissal
notices to compositors employed by members of thet society, This

gection of the trade comprises the London suburban-looalrpapers,f_ - o

the trede press, snd some of the weekly megezines,. - .

On August~26-the:1ock—out'b€gan; - The workers were solid,
but not so the employers, For them the greast geme wes to see which
one could cut the other's throst first, . : G ey T o bk

THE EMFPLOYERS = On the genersl printing side of the trede, the

- majority of employers applied the lock-out, O .
the local newspaper side, however, most employers decided their -
own survival was of more importance, Better to tolerate work-
to-rule then ceese production, and ellow a rivel paper to step iu
end teke ome's resders,  Only the big Publishers could take & i
chance, - The employers' main difficulty was the leck of scabs, -
The best they oould do, in most cases, was use epprentices, who -
were indemtured asnd could wot walk out. in support,. ' a8 5

PROBLEMS RAISED  The fact that employers were @ble to issue
. dismissal notices without e murmur from the

Govermnment, despite the compulsory erbitration ordér, needs
noting, , gma .58 IR i i

A serious setback was that the printing machine minders,
who are orgenised in & separate umion - the Printing Mechine. :
Menegers Trade Society - did :not support the compositors, oTheir”
reeson wes thet they hed settled their own claims several weeks.
earlier and called off their work-to-rule, . Just another
indication of the deficiencies of the craft form of uniouism,



Pege 4 DIRECT ACTION - September, 1750

. avn W e g S S B e g S e o W S M e e - T - e

e e T e 3 -

SW.F- CONFERENCE

Lt & special counference of the A.F,B,, held in Menchester

'6mtAﬁgust 6, the, urgent need in'this c8untry for an.organisation

which would comcern itself with symdicklist propsgenda and . .

action wes fully discussed, ; ;

- As & result, it wes decided to dissolve the A,F,B., end to

.{fforﬁgthe.SYNDICALIST WORKERS FEDERATION, ;' Other decisions were

v othat the 3,W.F, should affiliete with the Internationsl Working

.‘f‘ 1

Mens Apsociation; that it should t8ke over ‘the effects of. the

A.F,B, - including "Direct Action™ - and thet its membership .

8hould be open to all workers who'wented & redical chenge in .

ffindugtrial orgenisation, end the creation of a free society,

Aims and principles sud en orgenisetional besis were drawn

- 'uP-by. the conference, Greetings to the new orgenisation were

received from the I.W.M,A. (General secreteriat, -Stoekholm),
I.W.M.A, (W, Buropean bureau, Lyons), C.N,T, of Spein in exile,

iGN, T; .0of France, S.A.C. of Sweden end the C.N,T. of Bulgeris in

‘The Objects of the S.W.F, are tei~ - -
{e) Teke sn ective part in the struggle. for Working oless

.solidority, shorter working hours, immediote wage increeses and

~ouly effective meang in this strugele,

improved working conditions; to propegete direct sctiom as +the

- (b). Oppose &1l ettacks om-themworking'claésg'whatever form

' they may teke, whether by couscriptionm of labour, strike-breeking,

. Arives for increased- production and longer working hours, wage

euts or uymemployment, ' : v -
(¢) Resist the ettempts of all political perties amnd
ambitious individuals ‘to gain countrol or meke use of the workers

. industrial orgenisatious,

', (@) work for the extension of workers industrial committees

- into symndicalist unions, federated to & Genersl Confederation of

Lebour, and to provide'fheforganisational'basis‘for.this developmsit
(e) Work for the ebolition of capitelism sud State

euthority, and for the achievement of oommon ownership end
- workers control of the land, industry .end ell means of production

. end distribution, on the'basiS'of'vquntary co-operation,

To be successful, the §.W,F, needs the immediste end
active support of ell revolutionery workers in its effort to
create an industrisl alterunative to trade umnion bureaucracy, on

~the one hend, end the Stelinists on’' the other,.

il CWOF"» write to:-

: We hope YOU will join ug im this work,  If you ere
Prepored to de so, or if you would like further deteils sabout the

S W.F, (Eotional Committee),
258 Amberley Rosd, ° i

&y s

Genersl secretsry, S;W.E.
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THE SYNDICALIST WORKERS FEDERATION seeks to egtablish'a free
society, which will render impossible the growth of a privileged
cless and jthe exploitation of man by man, The S,W.F, therefore
advoocates common ownership and workers coutrol of the land, ind-
ustry end all means of production end distribution, on the basis
of voluntary co-operation, In such a society the wege system,
finance end money shall be abolished, and goods produced end
distributed not for profit, but eccordiug to humen needs,

CLASS STRUGGLB- ~ The intercsts of the working class and ‘the ruling
cless ‘are directly opposed, The S.W.F. is bagsed upon the imevit-
eble day-to-dey strugsle of the workers against those who own and.

control the mesus of production and distribution, and will continu
that struggle until common ownership and workers control are . o
echieved, .= : : ‘ bl iy : 23

DIRECT ACTION Victory in the fight ageinst class dominstion can
only be achieved by the direct setion of the workers themselves,
The S.W.F, rejects all parliementary end similer ectivity ‘es
deflecting the workers from the class struggle into peths of class .
colleboration, . 5L e Sy : '

THE STATE - The State in all its forms is the enemy of the workers,
and cennot exist within a clessless society, The S.W.F. does xnot,
therefore, hope to use the State to achieve the emancipetion of

the working cless; it does not Scek- to obtein sects in the Cebinet
or Parlisment, -Nor does it desire to build & new State on the
ruins of the old, Any attempt, by an allegedly working class
rerty, to create & new State, ‘can only result in & new ruling cleass,

ORGANISATION - To achieve these aims the workers must organise,
They must replace the hundrede of craft and genmeral trade unions
by syndicelist indvstrial unions, . As &n imnediate step to thaet
end, the S.W,F. eids the formetion of workers committees in all
factories, mines, offices, shipyards, mills axd other places of
work, end their development into industrial unions, federated to
an all-nationsl Federation of Labour, s e :

INTERNATIONALISM The S.W.F., as & section of the Internstional
Working Mens Asseciation, stands firm for international working
class solidarity, : g s - :



2a e b DIRECT ACTION . <  Sewtembher, 1950

M et e M e G —— e e . A O WY P e S e e =~

e e e S — -

PROFITS -AND TAX DODGING

The suggestion, on the part of & group of influentiel
shareholders, that Blackburn and Genersl Aircraft Co, Ltd,,
with a2 nominel capitel of £916,812, should go into voluutary
liquidaetion, has been dropped, One of the major factors which
lifted the company off the rocks wes the goverument's new
resrmement pregramme, The "Daily Telegreph" of Sept,
gleefully commented, "The govermment's resrmement progremme will
mean substeantial sircreft orders for-the:oompany, In view of
the chansed prospects, the suggestion of voluntery liquidetion
is deed,’ i e

UP AND UP  Meanwhile, riding high on the tide of good fortune =
brought by the armement drive, Neepsend Steel exd

Tool Corporation awnounced, on August 30, & finsl dividemd of -

Ta%, plus @ 15% bomus, This mekes & 30% dividend for the year,
It iswequal*tq“a‘60% dividend on the basis of the_Qld-capital,;;;
before it wes "re-valued" - snother method of tox dodging, Not

too bad = 1lrgt yerr they mede only 50%, imcluding 20% bouus,’
Sheepbridge Engineering onihounced, on the some day, @

finol dividend of 50%, making 40% in 51l for the yeor, During . .

their first 5% months treding under their present title they
mede & 15% dividend,  The Present figure comperes very favour-
ably with thet, Sheepbridge Eungineering wes formerly: known
rs Sheepbridge Cocl and Iron Compony: netionalisation removed

coal from fhgitﬁcontrpl,;whileithe shareholdérs removed  the cash,

"pAX SAVING" “On Séptemﬁérul'theﬁlpndaﬁ "Evening News" gave
; ; shareholders advice on the best wey to “save &

certain amount of tex,™ Unless you ere & weslthy shareholder,

8 member of the privileged clesses, end 'have influential friends,
don't try it - it will pProbebly result in your doing time,

In essence the method is simple, A prosperous compeny
chenges, theoretically, its domiecile, South African Breweries
heve just ennounced their plen to do this,  The "Evening News"
forecests thet the change from TLomdon to South Africea will result
in en-extre 15% dividend, i | :
: Il case you ere & sharecholder in Loundon Bricks, here is @
bit of cheering news, New 40s, sheres were issued on Sedt, Fy:
If you were elready & shereholder you could heve got them
without heving to pey the 14s,9d, DPremimwm on esch share on the.
merket, 1f you did-not went them you could have-sold your: -
"rights" to & stockbroker and picked up some cesh, Unless your
conscience troubled you, you neced mot hove mentioned it to the .
chep from the tex office, z P w0 et gt

Methods of compeny directors ere direct enough in meking
profit, "bomus" and dodging tox, Isn't it time we took direct
sotion to sedure. ourselves & living wege? = e W - .

.
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NEWSBRIEFS

DEATH PAYS A DIVIDEND The British employing classs care little

o ' how many lives are sacrificed as &
result of their supplying machine tools and other war materials
to Russia, Likewise, the ruvling-class of Ruesia ares Preparsd
to trede war meterials to Amsrica, On September 2, American
dockers, at Elizabeth, New Jersey, unlozded +he Finnish ship,
TORNATOR, The cargo, from Leringred cousisted of furs, carpet
‘wool, essentisl oils and 2,100 tons of cotton liuters — used in
meking gun cotton, :

$§2$ %8 %898

NO LOOTING THESE DAYS Statements in the Cermen press that more
e than 25,000 wes being spent on the

redecoration of Auel castle, near Borm, Gsrmeay, were corfirmed

by & British sporesman om August 28, The castle is the home of

Lt,~Gen,. Sir Gordon Macready, ecomomic adviser to Sir Ivonse %

Kirkpatrick, British High Commissioner, The cost-is to be charged

to the Germen people. . Lese than a year e=go, Maj,-Gen, W.A,

Bishop, Rubr High Commissioner, had his milliocnaire's mension

house dowe up -~ at & cost to the Germon psople of £32,000,

0

BB £k

WHAT AN INCENTIVE On September 1, Patrick McNemara, & territor-

iel sergeent in his apars time, and a miner: .
during the day, was sentenced to be reduced to the ranks, and to v
nine months detention, by a court mertial-at York, His offence -
was striking his commanding officer and using insubordinate
language, This consisted of giving the C.0, & piece of his mind
and throwing a glass of beer in his face, in an ordinary court,
the gsergeant and officer would Probably have bhoth been bound over
in the sum of 5s each or, at worst, the sergeent finsd 40s,

?19193?"

L » e (3 L

2
® .

WIRTT DID IT GO? Om August 25 Jomes, Stephenscn end Stelinist

- Arthur Hor. r, of the N,U.M., met the Czech
embassador, to enquire why the 42,000 collected by Czech miners
for the Whitehaven colliery disaster victime, three yeoars ago,
had never been paid over by the Czech Goveitnent. Results of
the negotiations were mnot disclnosed,

H2 O0H2Z20H2O0

KITCHEN TAP BROKEN? Water frou the Jordasn, it is reported, will
be used tc christen the new Trincess,



Page 8 DIRECT ACTION Sevntember, 1950

S REAKCOWN _IN, T.13, TREATMENT

Before the first shot hes been fired, or the first plane—
load of high explosives droppei on a helplees city in & third
world war, the =1 ament production drive is slready taking its
toll of humen life, An average éf:fqur_hundred lives & week,
to be exact - met in Korsa, Malaya:.0r some other remote cornsr

of the earth, but right here in this "country.

Dr, John Lawson, of Esst London;frecently‘told]&.ﬁocialist
Medicel Association Association conferernce that more than
220,000 people are suffering from tuberculogis, with a deathrate
of 400 a week, He congidered that it was not only e problem for
doctors - malmutrition end bad Lousing were the main contributory
causes of T,B, _'Since the wer," he.said, Mthere~hes been ‘A
‘serious breskdows in the troa‘tment of R
~Br, C.XK. Culien, T,B., Offiscer for Shorsditch, London, said
at the same conferconce, "Under the Netional Tealth Act there has
been-a complete Yreakdown in the machinery for treating tubercul-
ogis,” " Between fifty and sizty thousemd new cases were being -
reported every yoar, "More thenm 10,000 Decople were weaiting to
get into hospitels and sangtoria, The shortzge of beds mesut
thet mony sdvenco’ coses were nct even recommended for admission
to hospital, nnd there were the most infectiocus cases,

B

The shortoge of mrsing steff, which prevented meny victims
of the disease from getting a@oqaste_treatmeﬁt, could be directly
attributed to the poor wages snd bad conditiorns under which nurses

hed’ to work, Dr, Cullem added, . . gy

On. the oredit side, he seid, there hed been.an:immense
improvement in- the methods of diagnosis and treatimient in recent
yeers, Better X' Ray feocilities existed, and personnel were better
treined, - Whet was needed veis resources (o build néw hospitals,
8teff them, provide decént housing end good food for everycne,

In lost yenr's Budget 25, in the pound wos spent on the
Netionsl Herlth Service, 88 ogainst 4s, in the pound on moking
guns, ‘With the recent exprnsiom in the armements drive, the
gep 1s likely to bs even wider at the next Bucget, = *' More' ond
more money is to bs spent on weopona of destruction, end ‘less
oud less on preserving life, ' : :

o &0 - 3

Are politicions msd? We maj be able to give = clearer
nuswer if we comtract 7,B, Our chences cre not too remote -
it is o predominontly working cleass disense,

; . e K.Ho

i
H
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TR EALLS ~8FF BLOC KADE

(IWMA)  The internetional blockasde against Argent-
ine shipping, called by the Internationsl Transport Workers - -
Federation, hes been abandoned, Announcing this decisiom,
the I.T.F. says the .reason for this decision was thet the
Argentine seamen,.findingiit‘impqssible_to-qcntinue thelr",
struggle for economic reasons, hed returxed to work, . Whatever
the truth mey be behind this stetement, no facts to prove it
have so far been published, : & ST DI G 5 de

.. The first workers orgenisetion to ! ititiaste the. strug-
gle ageinst Peron's fescist treatment of thé free union move-
ment, was the F.O0.R,A., Argentine section of the I,W,M,A, 1The
F.O.R.,A, orgenised @ whole series of dockers' gtrikes, mainly
in the port of Buenos Aires, : 48 S ke e

‘In'these struggles the F.O.R.A, opposed not only the
employers and the fascist authoritiea,:but'also the trade;unionr
orgenisation countrolled by Peron's regime, the:C.@,T,  The. i
locels of the F.O,R.A. are closed by the police, its publicet-
ions are benned, but still it coutimues the fight, 7

-.-We have slready noted that the I.T.F, procdeinmed &n:
internstional plockede: ageinst all Argentine shipping, in
soliderity with the sotion of the Argentine geemen, whose
orgenisation is affiliated to the I.T,F, Unfortunately it
cannot be cleimed that the internetional federation's decision
hed & strong reection emong its affilieted nationel sections,
On the contrery, trensport workers-im & number of countries =
refused to0 teke pert in the sctiom, R A s

The Germen dockers:-st Bremen end Hemburg refused to
work om two Argentine boats, ' These were then diverted to
the French port of Cherbourg, however, where they were ' “loaded,
The caTgoes had been: taken from Bremen and Hamburg to

Cherbourg by railway, e R e e : § =

-~ In Englend, headquarters of the I.7,F,, London dockers
refused to hendle the Argeritiniam "EVA PERON," . No less then
8ix officiels of the Tdensport and Genersl Workers:Union ceme
down to the dock to persuade the workers to hendle the cargo,
According to them, the I,T,F. blockede wes not supported by the
union, It wes . Probebly & similar situetion in other countries,
end it wes this which prompted the I,T.F, .to, lift the blockade,
And when the Argentine sesmen found themselves forced to
cepitulate, advantege was teken of this to call off the
international action,

~ But the ending of the Argentine seamen's strike weas no

reeson for the I.T.F, to call off internationel ection, Tunis
eotion should have beemn continued until the Argentine seamen's
right to freedom of orgenisetion was fully recognised, It is
likely thet this would have been successful if the workers of

2ll countries had given their support, ~ John ANDERSSON,

(
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JYNDICALl S LONGP\ESS IN SWEDEN

; The 15th connress of the Swedish Workers . Central Organ-
isation (8:A.C:) = Swedish sgotion of the Internstional Working

_Men's Assooletlon, Held recently in Stockholm, was attended by

R fog delegates, répresenting 303 locel federations. In sddition
“there were the members: of the organlsatlon S - administratlve

_end central: oommlttees, and- reyresentatives of the"S.A, C. 8

industrlaW federstlons axnd - the movement 'S press., -

The openino-oi ths congress, which marked the S,A, C. 8
L 40tu guniversary, wes an impressive 8pectacle, - There was
singing, music end’ jubilee ppeeches,  One of. Bl finest details
-was” b parade of beuners: at the head of ‘the brocession was the
" Pavner received by- the S,A,C., from the- Spanigh §C,N,T, end”
bshlnd it fifty ilags from local" iederatlons of the S.A.C,

Many Swsdlsh organlsatlons sent delegates to the opsnlng
osremony, gs am c¢xpression of the great esteem in which the ..
ectiVity and strusele of the S.A.C. ig held, “Among them were
the Associetion of Working Class Culture, the .Co-operetive Feder-
atibn, the Federstion of Swedish: Writers, etc, Between them,
thsss organisstions represent several million members,

'f In sddltlon there we're representatlves of the i W;M;A:;
the women's federatlons Syndlcallst Youth the Anarohlsts Snd
the Libertarian Book Gulld e

- Here is omne .of the resolutions passed by the congress =

"YThe 8,1, C., meeting in its 13th oongress, sends its frate
ernal, greetlngs to 8ll comrades throughout the world, In the
first place we. th:nk of our comrades in the Bulgarlsn coucentrat-
ion cemps, and 7 the militsuts in Spain who, in spite of bloody
Persecution, cerry on their heroic struggle: ¢ ggainst the regime
of 'the. butcher Frnnco. - We send, aolso, our greetings to friends
ond comredes im Letin America, where fascist: reaction tries, :
brutolly and systemqtlcally, to wipe .out frecdom and. soolnl Pro-
gress, above all against the rspressntotlves oi the workers
orgﬂhlsed in the scctions of the LWk, ;i :

"The congress, which re-gifirms the. 1dess of the “I.W,M,A.
assures the comrsdcs in all countries of its unshskesble solldar-
1ty ond its will' to contimue the common struggle for the liberat-
iomn of humﬂnitijf“om.sll forms oI State domlnation and copital-
ist ‘= frt'*‘lﬂ o Bk . ;
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