15 16 " 17 ' 18 " 1o

14

.

Page Fonr

As the LLW.W.

sees 1t

viay Dav 15 a day to take stock
ol the conditions of working peop.c
around the world and to extend a
WOIrKers
All the world has been fractured
ny two powerful and ruthicss war

ratercal salute to fellow

of the Soviet Union and its satellites,
where domestic terror campaigns
and preparations for a third world
war have been found necessary to
preserve the system of exploitation
there.

DIRECT ACTION

NITY AGAINST BOTH
WAR BLOCS

In organisation and understanding
of their oppressors. Budding native
capitalism and petty dictators (in
collaboration with the military, the
church, the Stalinists, and domestic
and American capitalists) stand in

To our fellow workers everywhere
we address an appeal for solidarity
in the face of the rantings and pres-
sures of both war blocs, despite

blocs this May Day, and the lives
of working people evervwhere havc
been marred by this fact. No area
has escaped the repercussions of the
wai preparations.

I he Britssh worker as a result of
ave years of Labour Party collabora-
tion  with capitalism and the
American war camp, has had his
weekly pork chop reduced to hall
+ pork chop, and he has been
addied with endless red tape 1In
order 1o get that. Nye Bevan has
ed a sort of verbal challenge to
Britain's tie-up with the Western
2:0C, butl ai the same time does not
make a sharp i1ssue of the matier
and suggesis to the worker that he
snou.d rely on action 1in Parhament
10 Dbetter his situation.

Workers 1n France didn’t
tull pork chop to start with,
the French colonial war in Asia has

have a
-
\lrl\l

Boiling force

[he condition of working people
in all of Asia and Africa 1s de-
moralising when considered in terms
ol sheer hunger and misery. But
there 1s a boiling force demanding
recognition 1n these arcas, which 1s
undoubted:y one of the brightest
notes on the labour scene this May
Day. It 1s the force of workers
liberating themselves from feudalism
and colonialism as best they know
how. In some cases the force has
been sidetracked in the direction of
nat:onalism (as 1n North Africa),
has been corroded into Stalinist
channeis 1in China, but in much of
the area, notably India, there has
been a healthy tendency away from
the nfluence of either state or
nrivate exploitation.

their way.

The most significant change to
report in surveying the world situa-
tion of labour is in the United
States, where great hunks of com-
placency are beginning to be peeled
ofi the American working man and
woman. This comes as the result of
many factors. Among them are a
rapidly falling living standard,
lengthening of the working day
through war-produced overtime,
DILIng new taxes, growing unemploy-
ment, threatened labour drafts, and
government corruption. These are
acgompanied by slapstick military
:mt) political figures, and the maim-
ing and Kkilling of thousands of
voung workers 1n an unpopular
" police action.”

Atomic cloud
In the overall scene of labour

throughout th: world then. it can
be definitely said that things are

national and racial barriers. We urge
you to rely only upon your own
organizations, which should be built
on the sturdy foundation of direct
class action. We, the revolutionary
workers in the United States, send
vou our May Day Greetings.

‘Industrial Worker*, ' Chicago

BIG HELP TO
X-WORD FANS

Dr. Garbett, Archbishop of York,
said at the annual meeting of the

British and Foreign Bible Society,
“While at one ume the Bible was
the book certain to be found’ In
every house, to-day there are many
homes without a Bible, and in some
of those where 1t 1s found it 1s not
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iripped the 'ean from that. itahan The very darkest spot 1n Asia is
abour, according to a recent Korea, where the backs of our
United Nations survey, has the Korean fellow workers have literally
owest stancard of living 1n Eurooe become a bloody rug for the boots

New burden

German industry has been pe

back on its feet, but a new burden
of arms will steal any benefits which

.

ne German worker and his famii

1 M O NOoHE Irom 1t

Ihe dictatorship of

General
ranco and nis cronies was
(hreatened for a time by wide-

spread strikes of courageous Spanish

WOl Kers
riven

the support of
government.,

ll‘

Franco, however, has been
a new lease on life through
the United States
The murder of add:-

onal labour militants 1s now to be

cxpecled, for the
siouch 1n such matters.

I'hne slaughter of class conscic
workers has long been the

Direct
1s making
history
say workers

General 1s no

-

POIICH

Action

OVER a pcrmd ol years Lthere have

been efiorts to get union organisa-
tion at Best Products’ Felixstowe

tactory. From time to time different
unions have had some small success
always against the opposition of

the management.

Thanks to the work of E.T.U.
member J. Hawker., however. the
workers there finally joined the
Electrical Trades Union.

Brother Hawker's union work
all, incidentally, conducted away
from the factory a iIn his own

spare time—did not escape the atten-

tion of the management.
On April 29, and

:L)"v/.ng -_...,"b i 'y .'S
Works Hian

called 1o

" watch his step.”

Any excuse

Knowing this warning would have
no efdect, Ltie Works Manager then

attempied to establish that Bro.

Hawker's work in the faclory was

faulty, and on May 2 he was dis-
missed on grounds of * redundancy
and inefhciency.”

Al the beginning of the following
weex, the management tried to
transfer a female operative to the
work Hawker had been doing
despite the claim of * redundancy.”
in addition, a further male employee
was drafted into the department.

An E. T.U. area official met the

company that afternoon, but failed
to reach
instatement
days later the 40 members of 1he
Union at the firm struck work.

any agreement for the re-
of Bro. Hawker. Two

“The principles of the Electrical

Trades Union, so loyally upheld by
the strikers on this job, will be fully
understood,”” says a statement from
the Strixe Commitie:
being made in (%4
by the direct ac .on tha!
lazen”

o li y O IS
corner of Suffo'k
15 being

again the fol-
the
gers oflice and ques-
tioned about his union membership.
The second time. he was warned to

of their * hiberators.”

Workers 1in Mexico and other
narts of Latin America. while their
conditions are poor, are increasing

‘F.A.S.”” HAS
ITS 61st
BIRTHDAY

Meeting in London

Lne 6ist anniversary of the “Freie

Arceiter Summe’ New York
Jewish-language Anarchist week!lv
was ceiebrated in London on Sun-
day, April 27, at a well-attended
mceling organised by tne * r.A.o.
{London) Group.

Greetings to the meeting were
brought by two fraternal delegates

A. Glazovsky (Workers' Circle,
Branch No. 1) and Malcie Hawkes
(SSW.F.).

Sam Dreen (chairman) said the
“Freie Arbeiter Stimme ™ was a
iournal in which the opponents of
Anarchism also found space to ex-
press their views—a thing no party
paper ever allowed.

He  announced  that Rudoif
Rocker's memoirs, ** In the Storm .
which the group had taken the ini-
liative 1n publishing, was now ready
in the Jewish language.

The meeting concluded with reci-
tations by Comrades Blacker and
Cohen, and songs by Comrade B.
Bloom.

May d:y social

A May Day social and reunion
was held at Circle Housc, White-
chapel, on Sunday, May 4.

Celebration of May Day, said
chairman Sam Dreen, had become
a tradition. It was a day for taking
stock of i1deas and for self-criticism.
Reforms were unsatisfactory, only
the maximum realisation of liber-
tarian aims would do.

In Russia and Israel. celebration
of May | was on a military basis
as though that could free the
workers.

" We, who have been against war
from time immemorial.” said Sam
Dreen, " have been accused by the
treasurer of Freedom Press of being
pro-war. When Hitler declared war
on the Jews, the Jews had a moral
right to defend themselves . . . or
should they have allowed themselve:
to be slaughtered like cattle without
raising a hand in their owi
defence?"

The group would try, he said, to
publish an English translation of
Rocker’s memoirs.

Greetings (0o the me2'ing wear>
conveyed for the SW.F, by Frank
Rowe, and the social side was pro-
vided by Comrades Cohen, Bloom
and Chancha II.

————— — —— -

—— — ———. -

I'rinted and  published by  the
Svadicalist  Workers Federation,
YSa Amberley I'd. | ondon .9

mighty bad. Poverty and injustice  ysed except when it is opened for
are paramount. A dark atomic  ome help in a cross-word puzzle.”
gloom hangs above us all. Clearly

The Rev. W. J. Platt, gencral
secretary, said that during the vear
7.095.391 copies had teen circulated.

*
EESS MEBEAT

Sign of the times is the recent
campaign conducted by the Argen-
tine ** Ministry of Public Health of
the Nation'. The second largest
cattle-raising country in the world
iIs now appealing to its workers—
to cat less meat. Beltter prices, it
would appear, are to be got abroad

CONTROL
by the meat barons. The financial

aspect is, however, not being stressed

INDUSTRY in the * Public Health” propa-

canda.

we are In the same predicament and
must stand together as workers (0
find a common solution.

BE@R2
WORKERS?

~ June 1952

Co-op sacks 11

workers 1In
London

STRIKE FOLLOWS

" MaKing economies at the ex-
pense of the workers i1s a common
practice of capitalist employers, but
we expect something different from
the Co-op Society,” says a statement
from the committee of 80 workers
in the electrical dept. of the London
Co-op Society, on strike because
the management sacked eleven men
under the guise of * redundancy.”

This action, claims the statement,
was In defiance of the Procedure
Agreement, signed in November last
year. The agreement was reached
as a result of strike action., when
the men decided to put an end to
years of fruitless discussion.

Clause 10 of the agreement states:
“ Redundancy or dismissal shall be
by prior consultation between shop
stewards and management of depart-
ments.”’

In the case of the eleven men
sacked, dismissal notices were
operated by the management while
discussions on staffing were actually
going on.

SHORT TIME

To give time for talks on the
sackings, the workers agreed to
work short time while the dismissed
men remained on the job. When
this was done, however, men were
transferred and the state of the jobs

showed there was no surplus of
labour.

After a meeting between the Shop
Committee, the E.T.U. official and
the management had failed to reach
agreement, a full shop meeting
decided on strike action until the
following demands were met in full:

I. That the agreement should be
honoured—the procedure clause in
particular.

2. That all redundancy notices be

immediately withdrawn and the
E-T.U. permitted to present the
men’s case.

3. That the Management Com-

mittee face up to their respons-
ibilities as leaders of a Socialist
Society and encourage assistance
from the workers rather than
disrupt their efforts as they have
done up to the moment.

Lol T E R 1y U aReE

Michael Bakunin and Karl Marx
By K.J.Kenafick

Workers’ Councils

By Anton Pannekoek

Bulgaria- A New Spain

(C.A.B.A)

Trade

Unionism or Syndicalism

By Tom Brown

British General Strike

By Tom Brown

Struggle in the factory

By Equity

Social General Swrike

By Tom Brown

Peoples and Charlatans

By A. Caltabiano

au Monde
( F.AC.B. in

Les Bulgares parlent

French )

Worker”

“Industrial and
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SYNDICALIST WORKERS FEDERATION
INTERNATIONAL WORKING MENS ASSOCIATION

‘BLACK"™ CONGRESS

IN

BARCELONA

10,000 anti-fascists arrested

by

FRANCO s using cvery means
possibie to find “allies™ who will
4oy as p.opagandists and M accredn
his ciscrediied regime.

['he latest example 1s the Catholic
gathering or 34th International
bucharistic Congress, which 1s on
the point of being held in Barcelona,
0 prociaim to the world the
*“ glories of fascism,” and to ofter
the pretence that all i1s well 1n
Spain and that the fascist giciator-
snip i1s the only solution to the ills
that atfiict humanity.

Two months ago five workers of
the C.NUT. (Spanish section of the
LLW.M.A.) were “ legally ” murdered
in Barcelona for their activities
against the regime.

The representatives of the Spanish
Catholic Church oftered their holy
ofices to the condemned men—
who refused them—a few hours
before the executions. The rifle and
the cross made common cause at
that (rag.c moment.

But this was nothing new in Spain
where, for 13 vyears, murder has
hecome a system, with the * bless-
ing"” of the representatives of
Christ, servants of Franco and his
Crimes.

Franco has allocated 72.000.000
esetas (about £1.000,000) to take
care of the Congress expenses. Of
this sum, 30 per cent 1s dedicated 1o
the police force who, for some
weeks, have been busy in Barcelona.

All anti-fascists who are at con-
ditional liberty must report daily
10 the poiice station. Apart from
that, it is esiimated that there have
been more than 10,000 arrests—and
RIS IEAY 2 CANIN TR X RERLNT S TITTI PllnT

In these two pictures Franco
18 seen with two of the men
who put huvn tn power. Luiht,
he qwes the nazi salute with
Hitler to German (troops in
France (1940), and below he 1s
seen with Mussoline and Seir-
ano Suner wn Italy (1941)
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2 Bardhigeta, el linde puebleciic
PhaNS .« de la Riviera {tahiana, fué el lu
oy qor escogide para su conve
ce dg Halig, ¥
apurece aqui en ¢! jardin de l&
‘vila” ocupada per el jele de
Gobiemo italiand, acompanatic
Mussolini v nuesirc 3
minisiro- de Asuntos Exteriore:
5 seiar Serranc ’Sﬁﬁu.

A. RUIZ

this two weeks before the Congress.

Barce.ona 1S a cily under police
terror; meanwhile, however, the
Cathoiic deiegates are arriving there
very pleased to pray to God tor the
souls of the dead.

lo avoid them geiting a bad
impression. the municipal govern-
ment of Barcelona has ordered the
demolition of the hovels—made or
o.d wood and caqrrugated iron—for
poor families unable to pay rent,
and their inmates have been moved
to warehouses and barracks.

I'he same government has created
a special section of guards (Falang-
is(s) 1o move away hawkers, and 10
S.0p ragged and under-nourished
chi:dren from geiting anywhere
near the visitors.

Ihe workers of Barcelona and its
envirious cail th's meeting the
“ Black Congress,” the employers
having given them a holiday of five
days.

Continued on page 3 Col 5

GOVERNMENT AaND

MILLOWNERS POLICY AT ROOT OF

TEXTILE

SLUNP

day on guaranteed wage

-hour

Six

cdan

halt

unemployment

NELSON

FEW WEEKS ago the " Daily Express™ carried a picture of a young girl holding a shuttle, with the

caption: ** Margaret Burrows is one of the few weavers in Nelson on full time.” H
a couple of hours longer, he could have learnt that Margaret was no longer on full time . . .

given a week's notice. .

[ hat 1s the position of the textile
worker to-day: on the dole, short-
time, or liable to be sacked.

Three years ago ** Direct Action”
pointed out that redeployment and
rearmament would spell disaster to
tne millworkers. The fruits of those
policies can be seen nNOw.

In 1948 the slogan was “ Britain's
bread hangs by Lancashire’s thread.”
Orthodox trade unionists criticised
“ Direct Action”™ for its opposition
to redeployment, when we claimed
that improvements in productivily
do not—as they should—work for

"

the benefit of the working class, but
against us.

Easy for them

This is one of the worst slumps

the textile industry has bad, and
several conditions are aggravating 1t.
It 1s easy for the Government to
say
Coventry—you can’t travel to and
o from Blackburn every day.

there are plenty of jobs iIn

[he slump 1s not confined to

Britain: India, Japan and the U.S.A.
are all feeling it

The economic

| Three Fascist Butchers |

Electricians on
solidarity
strike

Eleven members of Barrow No. 2
Branch of the E.T.U., employed In
the outside contracting dept., were
suspended by the North-Western
Electricity Board at starting time
on Monday, May 35, because they
had refused to work on a job that

was in dispute.

The rest of the electricians in the
shop 1mmediately struck, stating
that they would not return until the
eleven had been re-instated.

On the following day, all the
apprentices stopped work in sup-
port of the principles involved, and
they were followed on May 7 by alil
the workers at the Ulverston Depot
of the N.W.E.B.

Al the time of writing, the Board
have refused to negotiate with the
E-T.U., in an attempt to force the
union members into the negotiating
machinery for the electricity supply
industry as a whole.

UP AGAIN

Linoleum prices went up in May
approximately one shilling to two
siullings in the pound, depending on
type and quality, This is the third
tune 10 just over a year that lwo

prices have been raised.
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Had the reporter stayed
she had been

sct-up 1s at fault, for there is no
falling-off in the need for textile
goods—only in the power of the
working class to buy them.

Iin Britain there 1s a definite
Government policy to switch textile
workers to armaments production.
Air Chief Marshal Sir Guy Garrod,
at an Air League luncheon, said
recruitment for aircraft and ord-
nance factories was at a rate far
beiow what was required: 850 a
month instead of 7,500.

American dictation

The intention 1s to reduce the

textiie industry and concentrate on
quality goods
dollars.
poiicy i1s dictated economically by
America, as i1s shown by the fact
that this plan was sponsored by the
Treasury.

In order to save
As 1n other industries, the

Japanese competition, which the

U.S. views favourably everywhere
except In
taken
cheaper malterials, but the effect of

U.S., has
export

t.he
Britain's

iargely
trade in

So far 1t 1s
market that has

this has yet to be feit.
only the homne

affected the industry, pius America’s

withholding of raw materials in

order to implement the armaments

policy.

Britain could buy raw cotton
from Egypt, “a stering area., but
refuses to do so in order to put
pressure on that countrv in the
dispute over the Suez Canal and the
Sudan.

The reduction in purchase tax on
textiles is simply a move to give the
appearance that the Government is
doing something about the situation.
It will have Iittle effect; the cost of
living due to rearmament is still too
high to expect any rush to the shops
for clothes that are only slightly
caeaper.

Guilty men

But the millowners share no little
guilt for the slump. They knew all
along that a recession was to come
and made hay while the sun shone.
They persuaded young people to
enter the mills . . . there were good
prospects, they said, high wages and
no more dark days.

They employed time and motion
study experts to speed up machines
and automatic looms where, In
some cases, 44 could be tended by
one weaver.

Now they plead they have to
adjust output to trade conditions,
that circumstances are bevond their
control, and that the workers have
to take the rough with the smooth.

Always the workers . . . if the
bosses ever suffer it 1s by getting

LAMPWORKERS FIGHT

themselves 8
ITrade conditions are a result of the

shightly smaller cars.
employers’ policy, and it is they

that snould sutfer the consequences.

Let us see what remedies are
ofiered for the present situation.

The Tories say: Increase the
quality of production, and the

workers must accept lower wages
(B.B.C., Eaward Ward reporting).

The Labour Party and Textile
Unions say: Take purchase tax off
textiles, trade with Eastern Europe
and China, and bring fresh indus-
tries to Lancashire.

The Communists say: Trade with
Eastern Europe and halt the war in
Korea.

Thc millowners waver between
the Tory and Labour lines.

All these policies operate, in
the first instance, for the benefit
of the employing class, and any
benefit the workers received would
be incidental.

The one policy here that will
take effect i1s the introduction of
new industries, in particular light
engineering which is adaptable. The
Tories leave this for the Labour
Party to demand, in the hope that
the wo:kers might think 1t their
own

| Syndicalist policy

“Direct Action™ is the only
working-c.ass paper that carried
regular articles on the textile indus-
try belore the slump—wheén 1t
became copy overnight—and the
Svndicalist Workers' Federation
alone puts forward a policy that 1s
of direct benefit to the textile
worker:—

All unemployved
reinstated.

Six-hour day in the textile industry.

Abolition of piece work.

Guaaranteed weekly wage, based
on average e¢arnings before the
s.ump.

Boyvcott of munition works.

workers to be

An industry which paid out be-
tween 20 and 30 per cent to share-
holders in 1951 cannot be allowed to
plead poverty. It is time the bosses
took the rough with the smooth.

Foreign competition can only be
prevented from affecting the work-
ing class by international co-opera-
tion of the textile unions.

Textile workers: Join the Syndi-

calist Workers' Federation and fight

for vour hivelihood as members of

a real workers’ movement.

J. O. PILLING

REDUNDANCY

Workers at Rival Lamps 1\\’9_\-
bridge. Surrey), have taken SIrike
action for the second time 1n a Iew
months. They claim that the
management are rying (0O
irade unionism in the factory.

A procedure agreement was arawn
up between the hrm (non-federated),

the AF.U. and the E.1.U. on
April 30. The next day, the
management demanded thal the
Works Committee—not then formed

should meét 1in order to
oiven to form the commitiee.

Later on May |

not—twenty

intentional or

notice.

On May 2, &« Works Commitiee

.
vTrTRTYTYTY™Y TNNTTTRNTTYYYYYN .

break .

discuss

redundancy. This the shop stewards
declined, as no opportunity had been

we don’t Know
whether the choice of May Day was
women

and eight men, waudiag the two
male stewards, were givea a week's

was elected and m2t the manage-
I'he workers indicated that
they wanted to discuss procedure;
the management insisted that redun-

ment.

dancy should be discussed.

[he stewards refused to

Orders for the committee.

the knowledge of the

ing Monday.

At the Monday meeting,

ment 1o withdraw the

NOLICES, :
left the meeung,

Later on the same dav tha firm

socked an H1.U. mamber, axi tne
rest of the union membhars walked

cut in protest

discuss
redundancy until they had Standing
The
representatives of the firm, without
stewards,
then sent telegrams to the ofhicials
of the unions involved, telling them
to attend at the works On the tollow-

the
Union oilicials requested the manage-
disnussal
his was refused, and they

B A B B B e
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GERMAN NAZIS ARE ON MOVE.

GERMANY faces a situation in n : ot c'als in the personne! office, i8 had
waich ar;ylhing can happen . . . 1t by J(),ln .4&6182 5501 bzon enployed in Hitler's Mimstry
may again become o militarist State, - of Foreign Affairs and 14 belonged
and there is always the danger that I W.M.A. .0 the Nazi Party, .
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NATIONALISATION IS

NOT

of a class of politicgl administrators
who control in their own interests.

|

e adveal o0: the recent Wh.e
Paper, containing proposails for the
Sonavonaasation of Road Trans-

General Secretary,

port, 1s an opportune moment for
considering the basis of State owner-

OUR

ANSWER

and at the expense of every other
scclion - of society.

4s. 6d. for |2 issues.

nazism will regain conlro..
Such a nazi-militarist State would

of equality, in view of the threat

sprung up rzeently, ali wah a mo'e

The head of the Foreign Affairs
Ministry, Hallstein, has since ad-

ship, and the interests of the work- . 1o the phrase " State ownership from: Direct Action try to ally itself with eithar 82 from the totalitarian forces of the or less 0)eniy rez-.ionary and nazi mitted that 65 per cent of the chiefs
ng class in relation to it. | . . in lhc interests of the working class™ Amberl Rd Eastern or Western bloc—thougn  Eagt. character ’ in his department had been Naz
. Do — treatment of their own industry, and SAYS control. it is thev w : .. or " Workers' State ™, we can onl 25a, mDbeEricy Sy "3 hich would be dubcult 10 . : ' . Party members. He added that
It is obviously necessary, in the (oo X bc;e;'( % ;]-‘-\l who will receive . reply—there's no such animal. . | d W 9 }ust e depend largely on Within the local sections of the These groups will one day form among the rest of the leading per-
' nlace. cleariv 1 » Cri- * < - . N s 0 ' : orecast, S iy Ui ' i .
st place, clearly to dehine the cn In this country, finance capital it Fortunately, the working class London, WV. e b e S e T e 010 firm opposition 1o  the advance guard of the German sonne, 3% per ceni were nazs, and .

FRANK ROWE

No class will control any system

this line, and the same can be said

~avy industry and transport.

They are daginning to (0se conm-

over incusiry, 1in the poiitical sense,

One criticism we shan’t take to

social democrat rccentiy remarked:

therefore, hope to use thce State to achievce e emuancipaiion of the

of Catholicism and, wherever it bas

.erion by which one is 10 measure - , T SR : —if 1t 1S : B and !
: . . gained its way. The power and -+ FRORSEr = ; have no need to . | ; army—1l 1i 1s reorgan.sed. Last dnd  of the West German representatives
(e success. or otherwise, of any = . u-ind . AR i of society in the interests of another hi T _fac? ll"nc problem AN AN\ N N s N\ many. were reunited. ~ of thz trade unions. At a recent West bo:h showing keen ini . 3 ; : : -
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Sirdain Ol recurring economic crises.
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THE WORKERS have arrived at
a dangerous crossroads. Since the
first decade of the present century,
all pohiticians have proposed to con-

outcome of State socialism. While

claiming to belong to a Socialist
lnte.rnaznonal: each socialist in power
denies the right to life of workers

raw material, then you'il be (he one
1o blaine.
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times o workers involved in genuine

Rearmament 1s, of course,
favouréd by West German capita-
lists, who openly speculate about the
huge profits to be made in the arms
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