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invitation
A CLAS JUESTION

READERS who find them-
¢ bacome accustomed to dren by piling 1ron on Weslern

selves sympathetic to the view-
point cxpressed in * DIRECT
.umg of thousands of peopie be- SAYS TOM BROWN Avenue, forcing road hogs to slow
> killed and maimed cvery week. down. ‘App;lrcntl.\' an cﬂcc“.\,'c lurn\. Amberley Road. London., W.9.
srhaps because it is not in war, but A turther that she nced not sit in the dock. Or  of direct action. 1 was reminded ol Our declaration of principles
the interest of mechamical casualty hist is the class naiure o consider the recent case of a lord this last week, while passing through and
Progress. we makes no protest at the State. The ruling class is @ who ploughed through men and the thickly-populated London suburb
the slaughter. Yet such casualties motor-car owning class | hougn women, throwing them to each Sid; of Willesden., Several streets were
diC grealer than in the Korea wai others peily middle class and even of the road, and TCFCi\“C(i the sort of crowded with children at pla\ | our aims and are proparcd {o
lhe propaganda of the Safety a few workers—own cars, ve! ihe sentence a man might have got for expected to see thcm SC:ll.lchd by work actively for their roaddsa-
Hicst commuttees 1s insipid and dare basis of trathc law admimnstration noi having an identity card. speeding cars, L}nlll | noticed ~lh;\l tion.
! g0 to the cause of the problem. is the simple rule that the wealth) You can supplement these cases cars were turning abruptly from
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have further information about
the Syndicalist Workers'
Federation are invited to write
to the Secretary, S.W.Lk., 25a

\“. E 1

P aggravation of the

organisational  basic  is
available on request. Member-
ship is open to all who accep!

‘Our organisation is a real brotherhood.’

declare Euston Railwaymen

1 0e chief. almost the sole cause ol

!

24 2 5?

near-insoluble P!\‘hi&‘ﬂ\ 1S the

private motorist. A large section of
arrogani incompeient
cailous and often drunken—agegra-
vate the problem tenfold.

lhe plain truth 1s that the trafhc
P whlem cannol be \("\Cd in «
soCiety based on class rule, private
ownership and individualism.

Man wishes to live in society
most men 1n a densely-packed
society, but in capitalism men are
encouraged to trv to live in the
manner of Robinson Crusoe. who

MOTISIS

own cars. the poor do no!l.

The laws are made by car owncis
the local councils are largely made
up of car owners, most magisiraies
are car owners. Few magis.cales
would punish a whisky-sodden
motorist with ha!f the severily Lhe)
use aegainst a bus cnver for 2
similar offence.

A man who Kills with any weapon
but one will ind himselt on the
scaffold or 1in gaol, serving a lengthy
scntence. Lei him use a motor 1o
kill or maim and the odds are thatl
he will be fined., likely a trivial sum

with examples of your own taken
[rom any newspaper, or attend an)
police court for what doesn't ge!
into the papers. Some may call this
cruce propaganda, but the facts are
crude and ruling-class justice 1S
crude

| once read in * Direct Action ™
of parents in West London who
stopped the slaughter of their chil-

lines of jagged broken bottles scat-
tered over the street,

Could it be entirely accidental
that those bottles were broken
there? Or are the children of
Willesden, impatient of the law's
delays. determined to grow up to be
full-sized pedestrians, all 1n onc
piece? Perish the thought

MEETINGS

LONDON DELEGATES AT

New policy
for . (C. IN: sils.

of France

Fifth congress of the National
Confederation of Labour (C.N.1.)
of France was held at Lyons from
May 31 to June 2.
all parts of the country took part in
the debates. and the decisions taken

A\CTION " and who wish to !

Delegates from

SYNDICALIST WORKERS FEDERATION

INTERNATIONAL WORKING

YUESTIONS of the greatest importance for the working class movement are raised by the situa-
ion at Euston and St. Pancras stations in Lond n, wicre the Railwaynen’s Mu ual Aid 3 cic. .
1s threatened by an all-out attack from the executive of the National Union of Railwaymen.
Present events—the dismissal ol : > — . — -
1 N.UR. members for re‘u51ng 10 Camden Town rallmCll. Wel’g pre- ':) d S109 stewards commitiee, and

MENS ASSOCIATION

Y 1
MALAN-NAZISM
- understood without Knowiedge of
IN S AI*RIC [“s the background to the Sociely's The return to work eveniually

e tormation. tcok p:ace on the terms that Jack
a i A What 1s the Mutual Aid Socieiv? Rice

Aid Societv. the N.U.R. threat to ere those at ofher London s'ations. negotiation.
call out goods and cariage workers, the Mutual Aid Society is demo
the Railway Executive’s withdrawal by the poster stuck on Unity House. cratically and eificient y conduc ed
of the dismissal notices and the sub- N.U.R. national headquarters, by Mezmbzrs are Houd of tieir bacg:
sequent I1nquiry now taking place the workers. It read: “WE DE- -a rzd crusader carrying tae torch
behind closed doors—cannot be MAND DEMOCRACY WITHIN ©f liberty.

THE UNION.” All this of course. has aroused
the bitter enmity of N.U.R. official-

Keynole of the sirtke was struck

3 1, 1K | con. though there is great sym-
vned and controlled his own the payment of which may not cos! are expected to lead to great shouid be reinstaied and that 22thy for M.A.S. among the rank-
(o duc and ¢ ted him ¢ 'S : >nience : renc 1 rs L = S y TG e D =3 nd-i'e 1 here s no dou

-~ m\:_\” p{“‘}f’_‘f}?” ‘mtif.om“’,‘f“ L .h|ourl\ {Q-tn,mzn:mt‘_‘ el development by the French section How did 1t come into being? there should be no viciimisztion .z..xd‘ e | here can be np gou_.b

o KA MR WGy o PARIS  CONFERENCE S iincronst worone ven: - - e ot Sl e A
u' 45 OU \ Calis 1I0r a .\\‘thil ?\\UN MAagisiraic Pllhllu) \.lld C \\Ul‘jlg Association. POll tax ls basls Of natlve i ‘} il ;'“ Fl'lS';)n. Som~ heen won. d821N5% the . OZiEly wouid Have

O FTaAnsSport, much as it calls for not convict anv MOILOrist hrcakmg I'he following rcsolution l!i\r'CS 2‘500g (;“g'“b el . d ( (h; ‘:’IH:"Cd da Very poor response.

. - | ireete v - sha 1 . I y 14 sl : «ry : : . . r : . - o 5 . ¢ cers elonve O - s - : iv

"‘\‘ C streets and roads he law relating to pedestrian ““t"tzi Four delegates of the Loncdon  socialist movement and the Kibbut- some idea of the organisation’s ’ . " Euston Terminus branfh cocre’ary Branch disbar ded Bu® i is equa'ly clcar that (he

o | 22l ! o r . . g v .y N » . . o » » . & . g~ 3 = . ~l ~ B - e - - o ’ 9 3 v . . Y . A y - - - » .o p
"\ 11O ' Ne ¢ U\\\'( d Ll!.\ 4 nan g. QOSSINES }“L hdd {O h\ Vrﬁn](‘\’L frtl’; '\th”.&, .\“”NHL d\t&ndid Zlm ‘LOlnn]unes) tuture pohty. workers SIave Condltlons ()f WhiCh was JaCI\ Rice l’nme(halel) J,ick Ricc 'ind C'L’\C'] N L ’{. cxecutnn e Wll 9:0?‘ a® no h-

port svstem, where he meets a mil-
ion others who are trving to run
their own little systems. attempting
e 1mpossible act of two bodies
occupving the same space at the
same time,

Al present the problem 1s limited
by often deliberate economic restric-

ons. Poverty prevents the vasi
majority of British people owning a

car. If only half the families of the

D1g city owned cars, a man would

-

gel In his car in the morning, sit
there all day.. and get out at night

but hundreds of magistrates act on
this principle without making
speeches about 1t

Even a case-hardened public was
shocked by the recent case where a
bishop’s daughter was 1n court
following the death of a motor
cyclist. So obvious was 1t that she
would be acquitted that she "was
told. at the beginning of the trial.

Jewish Anarchist grouos in Paris.
Morce than 40 friends attended a
meeting called by the * Freie
Arbeiter Summe ' Group of Paris
10 celebrate the 61st anniversary of
the New York paper. Group secre-
tary Gylberman was in the chair.
ind Comrade Dreen brought the
[.ondon groun’s greetings. Social
side was provided by our friends
Hermalin and Korenhendler, and a
poetic comrade who won a literary
prize 1n Paris..

Another meeting was that of the

destroyed by its communist leader-
ship, until the Anarchist element
took energetic action and bodily
expelled the disrupters, who used
gangster methods without success In
trying to gain their nefarious ends.
The I.LL.G.W.U. was once again a
strong organisation. able to deiend
its members against exp.oitation by

' e
.

DOSSES.

. M.

tachment

IW.MA. and of

to the principles of the
revolutionary

syndicalism. defined 1n the Paris
( harter.
" Pledges itself to work for the

out any compromise.
“This does not in any way hinder

realisation of these principles with-_

its svndicates from having contact

and working agreements with other
vndicates for immediate and pre-
CiSe aims.

“ Considers that only the practice

BY TOM

“A gulf divides the native
leaders from the rest of the
opposition. If they ofiered co-
operation, it would be promotiy
rejected; they therefore call down
a plague on Nationalis' and
United Party alike.” * Daily
Telegraph.™

It would be foolish to i1gnore the
great  difference between Malan's

11g (0 crash the Mutual Aid Socie'y
and tha’—if necessarv—'hev wil! do
a deal with the Railwayv Executive
(o gain con’‘rol of tie Euston
VW Orkers. '

others were suspended from the
union and banned from holding
branch o‘hce. Shortly after. Euston
Terminus branch of the N.U.R. was
disbanded by (he executive and its W& dhoealsoldieail
' | | members were told fo: ioin- other e appzal to all raillwaymen no!
There he is indexed, medically glutual‘ odls S-Ogc{fy' Bl S of  branches. R PR to be led into action against fellow-
examined and finger-printed. But ,‘,'r-cfll-'tr".(:“‘, ”:i“;r c{c’nc;."d ,kz‘i*“" But the Fus.on men had learned Workers whose only sin has been
the black man’s ordeal is not ended 2" L]l Ee g eR.PICT8ES DIy he value of lo=al organisation and 'ovally to the basic principles of
there. He must report to the Local ¢ 23 (,)t Lhe AL L');hur:‘s, " of solidariv. Thev had fought to- Uunioaism. The Mutual Aid mem-
Authorities Influx Control Office. if \\:‘,'kc[:'d ‘hf,lr,'-d,"‘n'hdnd JURLUERR Lt cether for a principle, and were Ders have sat an example of solid-
the ofhicials will, he is given a * Ser- PEYR AT determined that it should continue 271ty we can only admire—they
Inqurv dcmanded lo be defended. GesecyCRouEin L SRUPOTE S

During 1948 the branch oificers
came 1nto confiict with the N.U R.
executive at Unity House. over a
seniority dispute. The full story,
told in a booklet published by the

SMITH

ling pass, poll tax receipt and em-
p.over’s letter.

vice Contract™
signed by his

must D¢
emplover ever)

which
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L - TE N ree . : : : Sl | o) S aticirke - dnr s it was for this reason that the
Leti il S MOU At SN B an ne d g of unity of action at the base, (on Nationalist Party, which is open!lv ~month. For failing to have this pass Jack Rice. sickened in body and T e \l;mal AA S ocisty S - d - l‘
Thcrc mvxfd e n«; r"mn--m-', ”“'}_ group wh‘«‘» publish ~the momhlg.; B4 the job) for the realisation of.clalmﬁ Nazi. and the United Party of the signal. failing to carry it, or being S by this attitude on the part of : “f s . A m '94'9 nv‘ rt‘.d .} naicaiism
= A foncars Mtivon a <R A ournal " Der Freier Gedank common to all producers will lead late Smuts, but on one issue they outside the locality named on th:> officers of a union in which he had W5 A B B s
= u e Cd e you dont see what ] A; we go to press (** The Free Thought ™). 1n celebra- them to learn the truth of our differ onlv in deeree—their master pass. the native worker mav be im- been an active militant for more With some 300 members, and now S’lOlUS results
I = iean, go and look at the London- tion of the paper's fourth year | - | rinciples, which could be the - it 1 ' ' isoned ' than 20 years, resigned his job on 8roups more than 700 Euston '
g :_‘f | Brighton road on a bank holiday COIMes news that the ( omrade B B"”' S T 'd"‘; A worker seeking a ;ob was being p 5 dP e ) race ;lltlll!dc to thg native, coloured prisoncdad. t.h 2 7lw : A.t e I BT e workers. with a second branch of .
L2 A London bus may carrv 2.000 k] £ th % :M'\':J’:) R D’;;w:‘r']l r"'x(d?r\‘( ?hn't'.:d - rerviewed by the manager of a pic l‘l\f%rtr:sdaxg\i??h;ctg;(:)ugg‘:s?g.ilit\' rac‘-{? of South Atdr;cu,! e Mase: reciataica hccr (:N |9:-;)8. o vz;nn;tn"md p'lrc.els 5060l tincich Bourinc i St H Panrras in Stveden
- nassengers a da ran mav drive organ o e = : ‘ e i i~ . ' S ' . : : . Alricans arc dcepily cynical 0Ol L : ‘ 1: ' - . ke . . |
- L m PASSCHEC] lt d, A .'T.Ai‘. 1av Qarive wee y rg greal mnicrest 1n 1S contents w2 l-known manulacturing conc<iii. exists of common action with p0||!|° pnolitics Secing in the strugele of the staff struck work, demzmdmg the re- What i1s the aim of the Mutual
- 1S 37T T_“"\ NG g i | » ™ Rl s 8 s — . - - g S ' ' 2 e . ; s .o . = . . » e : - » —t S0 A - =4 . . s ' . . . . ¥ ~rslloarnts ~ . - - - e s e . Y = - 4 - .
" ™ bl wk1"1 'r‘ ' t\‘xﬂ'ui]'t l Spa“lSh Libertarian At a business szss:on belween in: - T=il me.” said the manager. " how  cal and regressive organisations. parties an unprincipled fight for Nor has he ye! H‘“"“ud r"” th= instatement of Bro. Rice and a full Atd Society, 1 asked one of its exe- News of gains won by the
. o el { tNe Sireel in it all « \ngd “ EFraore Arhatie Rtrmrree o Tid e necessary asses. ! must have - Irv i » events the ad et T -y oIS = - e 1% ; - - s : E =
5 N return to the suburbs ieh Youth (F b J 1 - Lo Freie  Arbei'e STUUTAC *d are vou.” — power and privilege. g ia RO SR QSR NS Dt e ~S1RGUIRVIINGO the events that had led  cutive members. Our purpose 1S | umberworkers’ Federation of the
- -~ womd Y i s al migh vi ou shot A in Groups, London oromiszd full sup WACRR s : Special Pass for a few davs' holiday. (o his resignation. yrotection of our members,” he ~ ) ST -
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: Lo: Pt el S Al France, RUTA has B et g O e Forty vears of age.” replied the  WH()'S SLIPPERY? Their only Imeans tic may need a Lodgers Pass, a f'wo days later, the N.U.R. ieslied. ™ We are really a brother- | w \{ A are reported by a recent
- e 040N ous may . wWortn  1.000 ’ ’ of a aquarterlyv iournal * Fre: 8 And how long were you = ey Day Labourer’'s Pass, a Visitor's Executive suspended Euston Ter- hood in the true sense of the word.” WL 1‘. 0 the tlou’ndl e Trabaruy
N privai€ Cars in passenger !ournevs b d d f Tribune ™ hiet 7oy pa | S el TR RSN e ' x - : . pS I he cornerstone of white supre- Pass or a Permit to Seek Work. ! ms . Branch from all union bene- v 1 ] e L\ T ~
BL23 - een suspen o or FIDUN¢ which would nave & S T ( last firm asked . - : S : 90 <. - S : » | .nU\\ JdNC | ( R u . ( ClicC s . Indus | ryararan M (% ber
4 — P [ayoeluviliterary. content emioved by your iast iirm, - During the Ministry of Labous macy has long been the poll tax s possible that he will need even fits. The Railwav Exceutive closed Torch of likert AT A . Arosiars: The Lumbe
- AR di ECT 1K iy N | B 3 - ’ el L’ the : . : h‘ D ( Th d . . ) 3 : . X \\'ork-'r ,
) P T three months by the in a conferencs with the ™ ki the manager. =~ Fifly years, said Inc inquiry mto the D, C. omson dis- law. Under this, every male African  more permits and passes than these down the workers’ controiled can- Fhe Socielv offers bigger benefits ”Grcu. activity was carried ou
s . & . ’ ~ \ 3 » e A re ' ’ ’ ’ . ; ! - > -< - - b5 = o - . > o - 8 A - oy~ - - LA . s . .~ Lo (" g A
T &l 00— N P V Gedank ™ Grou» i1 was ag yOTK 2T, pute, Mr. Gilbert Beyfus, Q.C., for over 18 years must pay a tax of £l and. if he is married. then his wife teen on the station and, on Decem- for smailer contributions than anv in 12351 " 5“‘5 the pap>r. * Neve:r
: N Pl LE" 3 French Goverr ment. leave onen the aue<'ion of mutini . Good gracious.? exclaimed the Thomson and Co., suggested to Bro. a year. WHhite cmpl_o'\crﬂ‘h:ld found ang children. too. will need thern ber 13, notices were posted up trade union There are no fu.‘l'- v; t'nc- \‘\ (5 S h\i.s‘m?‘t&:\‘& : »'n;;u*.
E =1 3 2 It seems llkely hat nderstanding  and  co-operative 2. "Eh“.&. on‘ .arth could vou Briginshaw, General Secretary ol it diflicuit to recruit native I;ilbuur. own particular set of permits. warning the strikers to resume Work  ine officiais: all work is done on  advantageous "‘ur:c-"x.{cn’x‘\ been
i ‘ ] - Aot between the f T Manager, O - : : | X ' : T as many natives preferred to hve a o - be sacke ‘ - ST e L : Y M gy Sl L Sy
‘.-i:_’h- ' A Q.7 A { B‘J ! . e :'“"'\“ A OB ATS have worked fifty years for one firm NASOTPA, that he was " behaving \i:]]]];‘,n} astoral !hi"c o "hc DOOT Little wonder that the native Y \‘h" 5‘“‘“"1- R e ‘o a spare-time basis and no one gets reached, both on wages and in the
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: , - th!s S a nNew concess- oups. Second point discussed was SR e L lv fortv? D A AT s Syt : " R~ ab . races of South Ainica, the once- Soie resuit ob this threal was paid for 1t various details of collective agree-
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T | p— Western political leaders constanily West. lounding £ printing press, club and in the eyc and said. = CLAMONCRCA AT NG “TLh' R fvorccd ‘them. how- Weapon of mass disobedience, 100k- were aiready oul 1n sympathy undercut union agreements. The has varied from district to distiic..
| '\ | 4 nind us of the suppression of brary. Chairman Doubinsky pro- s o) " ‘ o Sty ing nol to the manceuvres of politr- The strike won wide sympathy. Society—which is not a trade union according to local conditions. bu
¥ o s E uman riehis in Russia : - ' posed a fund be launched for this cver, to get money Dy (he Only ians. bt he mio! f  Meetings of s ere held in (he t and does spoliate oAnera; ‘nio! " the worker
. f UITE : gis 1N ISS1a and  ils n exXpressing so0lia- ' . - sossible legal means. selling .their ctans, but to tne mignty weapon O Mieetings of support were beld 1n (he cannot an 0O€S not ncgotiale on ganera: 0HKXnon of Lne workers
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L~ | ellites in Eastern Furooe. and purposc, and this was generally ac {"iw) : )gw'r to the ‘white em- direct action: to free them and give London docks. St. Pancras workers a national leve!l, but at Euston it that real wages have risen.
wad | workers in these countir ar-ty w.th th= Span- p-zd. It was further decided that l;'- ‘(,l,lrg p:g Lmin('rc, :crv'mts and them the right to live in their own, refused to handle diverled traffic or conirols the Local Departmenial “Those who have tried to mun
. < denied the freedom to associale "S}‘ COMm rades we Can '_ ‘7"' ‘,"‘d“," Lroup should “*k‘t‘ the i";:'l)nt han‘d‘s et : - their native land. to do overtime. and went slow, Committee, raillwaymen’s equivalent mise the S.A.C.s infiluence amons
2 - indepzndent trade unions s Ji ’ initiative n lrying 1o organise a | : ; ~ i ‘ T the torest workers have had a rud:
': 1 It is true that onlv the State- workers here to wor'd conference of all Jewish About 20 .\:curs‘ago | was In ‘!h; ~ chock We are now \‘T:\f‘.~'c1‘ tha-
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- ©- ledge that in those areas which have these totalitarian act referred to discussion by groups By K.].Kenafick 5s éd Government, while he was on hol . S 'I' R l K E | O R D E R the wage agreements reached ar
1 come under communist rule more . throughout the world. Towards the Y s day in his England. He smiling. very favourable, as can be seen by
— recently. the workers’ organisations tiors. end of the meeting the gquestion ’ - to'd of the natives walking to town - : : : $o0 o . figures quo cd.ir; t‘k S.ACs fl\n'\u
3 h;avc b'c.en ruthlessly su é:ressed NATIONAIL arose of the attitude to be taken to- Workers’ Councils with shoes slung round their necks lhe French Communist Party. Fhe French Government has been  surely rank as the biggest LoD in ,‘pm-{ 'n\‘u--ﬂl |i‘v' :ry thé st of
5 e S 25 e wards a third world war. Several while they crossed the open grass- though stiil large and wealthy, has divided in its atutude to the C.P.. the Cominiorm. Y 4 A S
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Once we were: asked to hght

21ins. Fascis! dic.a‘orship and up-
fod the communist varielty, now
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1 and the Ba.kans.
hE des'ruction and misery
ougal by any war need only be

ment:oted: we all knpow what il
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conduct preiudicial to naval disci-
ine and good ordel
alleged to have drunk spirits with
ratings in his cabin, with wearing in
the presence of a lLeading Seaman
a rating’s cap, and allowing a Lead-
ing Seaman to wear an officer’'s cap
The trouble was, of course. thal
they were all acting like human
beings.
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years.

Com. Surasky said he was salis-

fied with the progress and said
Israel could be compared to a new-
born baby
all the childish phases before i
came of age
40 million Arabs, who were plan-
ning what they would do to the
Jews when they had defeated them.

that had to go thmugh

It was surrounded by
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build Israel by financing a trade
school and supporting the Jewish
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Iransvaal, the Malan strongholds,
for instance, when a native wishes
10 go to town he must get a permil
from his headman and a letter from
a4 Europzan willing to employ him.
I'he letter is sent to the local Native
Commissioner, who, 1f he approves,
grants the coloured man a travelling
pass. Only when he has the travel-
ling pass may he buy a railway
ticket.
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resnconded to a one-day strike. This
was the national average, a Iew
workplaces showing 80 per cent and
others nil.
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Vo VENTS during the last ten years
-ﬁ <4 have forced some of the most
militant workers in industry to give
serious consideration to whether the
rade union movement, as it now

inCs, 1s capabie of acting in th2
hasic interests of our class.

The numerous occasions when
workers, engaged 1n industrial dis-
putes, have been compelled to fight
the ofhcial trade union machine, as
well as the employers, is an indica-
tion that something 1is seriouslh
vrong. The exammnation and dis-
cuassion o!f the background to the
nresent  highlv-unsatisfactory situa-

n, and some of 1S root causes, 18
the purpose of this article.

One of the hrst things to note is
{24 the trade union movement in
this country came into existence in
‘he honeymoon period of British
capitalism. During the middle vears
of the nineteenth century, the
bankers and industrialists of this
country dominated world manufac-
ture and trade.

Under the guns of the British
Navy cheap raw materials flowed. in
an ever-increasing stream. from the
colonial possessions to the industrial
centres of these 1slands. Markets
opened up, In some cases by force
of arms, in these same territories.
provided a dependable outlet for
manufactured goods. At home in-
dustry expanded at a rate which
seemed, to both workers and barons
of industry, to portend an everlast-
Ing boom.

Expanding profits

Industry absorbed craftsmen as
tast as they could be trained. and
labourers as quickly as they could
be brought from rural districts.
Both the volume of profit and the
rate of profit per pound sterling in-
vested increased at a speed foreseen
by few.

Under these conditions the first
of the craft unions were organised.
To the nineteenth century crafl
union militant the problem appeared
to be the division of the spoils
rather than a struggle against the
system. With the ever-growing de-
mand for skilled labour, the safe-
guarding and extension of the
workers’ share of the rising volume
of profit, by way of raising the price
of labour power, was the immaciate
-and in most cases the only—issue

at stake.

In such a period the discussion of

a more equitable scheme of things
of socialism or a free workers’
society, went no further in Britain
than coffee-house arguments on the
part of middle-class intellectuals. for
the most part living in the artificial
atmosphere of exile.

The struggle for the ten-hour cay

and an extra halfpenny an hour
consumed the energy of the craft

panies which were 1n the early
stages of development.

By these means the capitalists
Kept their heads above water—at the
expense of the industrial workers.
Foreign competition, financed by
British capital, intensified the recur-
ring trade depressions which were
already becoming a regular feature
of the system—and of working-
class hfe.

The general unmions came Into
existence in verv different circum-
stances to those when the craft
unions were formed. The onus was
now on defending, rather than ex-
tending, the gains of the past. The
terrible struggles fought for the
“ Dockers’ Tanner ™ and the forma-
tion of the Dockers’ Union bear
wilness to that.

Reformist ideas

As a result, the membership of the
general unions did not tend to attach
themselves complacently to the rear
of the Liberal Party., as did the
early craft unionists. In the main.
however, the conception among
working-class militants was still one
of reform.

To find a way round the hard
economic facts of recurring trade
depressions, the poor-law and the
other effects of the capitalist system
was the burning problem of the day.
Generations of workers still to come
had a lot to learn.

Even among most so-called
“socialists” the accent was on re-
form. * Socialist ™ i1deas seemed to
consist of schemes for modifying
capitalism in such a way that, some-
how - or other. socialism would
result.

The tea-party intellectuals of
Bloomsbury, with little knowledge
of working-class life and-absolutel
no experience of it, were busy with
weird and wonderful schemes for
making a garden of Eden out of
the economic desert of capitalism.

‘Benevolent State’

Fabian i1deas are only too well-
known, and do not need repeating
at length. In essence they consist of
creating a highly-centralised indus-
triral framework controlled from
above by a benevolent State
machine, supervised by a class of
professional political administrators.
drawn. essentially, from the same
social strata as the Fabians them-
selves, and run in the interests of
everybody concerned.

They forgot to add that never in
history has any class exercised con-
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union fighters. No conception of an
ultimate aim for the movement was
possible in such a situation. Genera-
tions of workers had, and are still
having, to learn the hard way not
only the desirability of free soci-
alism, but the absolute necessity for
it 1n order to survive.

General unions

I'he economic conditions under
which the formation of the genecral
unions—the unions of the unskilled

took place were radically differzn:
NO longer were such countries as
Germany, France and America con-
venient dumpoing grounds for Britiss
manufactured goods.

Instead, these coun'ries wer

themselves beginning fo be im-
portant
years of the last century found
British capitalism waging a desper-
ate fight to retain control of its
existing markets, and with little
hope of gaining uncontested control
of the fresh outlets in Africa.

exporters. The closing

Al the same time, as the result of
Ceveloping industrial technique, the
volume of capital required by in-
dustry was constantly increasing
By the same process, the rate of
profit, per pound sterling invested.
was gradually decreasing. Such a
situation demands an ever-growing
turnover, so that the gross volume
of profit will offset the decline in
the actual rate of profit.

Combined with a fall in trade as
the result of foreign competition, the
situation was hopeless insofar as
home industry. by itself. was
concerned.

The British caoitalist class. under
these conditions, took the only
alternative road. They began to
export capital as well as manufac-
tured goods and services. They be-
gan to create in South America,
India, Japan and a host of other
under-developed countries, industrial
enterprises capable of providing an
on-the-spot supply of cheap con-
sumer goods. In Eurone. British
capital poured into foreien com-
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trol of anything in the interests of

a socially and economically lower

class. The experience of the last six
vears In relation to State contro!
and nationalisation, tends to confirm
the fact.

Fabian influence on the working-
class movement 1S regrettable be
cause of its success. For ha'f a
century the working class has b:oen
paying for 1t.

Another factor which must b

taken into account was the entrv o
the trade unions into parliamentan
politics, in the early vears of the
present century. It was this move
which enabled Fabian., and to =
lesser extent Marxist. 1deas to per
meate the movement.

The desire of (rade pmioniss o
have a say in ques’ions affecing
their interests sounds excellent
theory. It has, however, scrious
drawbacks—and disas‘rous resual's

In the first place 1t bound the
trade union movement to the cap:-
talist State. It made the movemen
responsible for the continuation of
the existing State machine and
through 1it, the status quo. the
capitalist system itself.

Political tie-up

Secondly, 1t placed the onus on
parliament and the State as a means
of advancing the interests of the
working class. It removed frofh the
factory floor, and from the effectivse
control of the ordinary worker the
task of defending the living stan-
dards of our class. It made it
possible for political leaders. with
a different standard of living and 2
different social outlook. to soring to
the front of the movement and drag
the workers behind them. In m2n:
branch rooms todav one can see the
process in action,

Lastly, any tie-up between the
working-class movement and the
political State machine of the capi-
talist class results, not in gradual
advance to a more equitable society.
but in the saturation of the move-
ment with the 1deology of the capi
talist class. One look at the leader-
ship of the trade unions is enough
to justify that statement.

Perhaps only once, since the
middle of the last century, has the
British  working class begun to
cmerge from the fog and take on a
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¢ ear, nractical, and hghting ideology
of 1ts own. Under the impact of the

groving macness of the capitalist -

sysiem, its economic St. Vitus Dance
and the world bloodbath, the Shop
Stewarcss Movement developed on
the Clyde and elsewhere in 1916.

While hundreds of thousands of
woraors were dying in the Flanders
mud, ‘hke trade union leaders were
cal ‘'ng for more and more sacrifices
in ite ineress of their capitalist
ceun ry. I'bhe Skop Stewards’ Move-
m n, on the o'ker hand, thougkt in
crms of class, no! coun'ry.

It organised on the basis of the
ac.orv-—and evervone In it, i1rre-
s secave of their trade or the tools
thev used. It fought to gain ‘every
nossib'e concesston 1n day-to-day
strugg'es, and gained terrific ad-
vancas It fought, not to administer
canita'ism—to make it work a frac-
tion better—as do the trade union
eacers. but to destrov the system
and replace 1t with a socialist
soc:ely.

Worler's control

t o the Shop Stewards the prop-
e N was not to create a State-
contro'led industry a hundred times
the size of any monopoly—and a
hundred times more inhuman—but
for the actual workers in a factory
to own and control that factorv, to
link together factories and work-
paces on a national and inter-
national scale, on the basis of
mutual co-operation. to wuse the
machinery with which they fought
capitalism as the basis for admini-
strating oroduction and distribution.

They rejected. out of hand, the
conception of the union leader.
sometimes elected everv once in a
witle and sometimes for life, with a
virtual blank cheque and a standard
of living more in common with the
emp'oyers than the workers.

Lost spirit

Instead, they had as their dele-
gates men who were liable to re-
call at a moment’s notice, paid the
same rate as their fellows and
strictly mandated on every conceiv-
able point of policy.

T'hat the Shop Stewards’ Move-
ment lost its great fighting gusto in
the early '20’s, and almost died out
in everything but name, is not due
to any defeats that it suffered. for
it had achieved great victories. It
was due rather to the Bolshevik
revolution in Russia. which lulled
many workers into the belief that

STATE AND FREEDOM

After all the examples offered oy
the history of humanity in its
many different aspects, and the ex-
perience gamned through living
socially, 1t 1s almost unthinkabie
that individuals should have fallen
into their present state of menlal
confusion.

T'his confusion cannoi be related
to the period 1n which we live with-
out our being forced to the con-
clusion that human beings. con-
fronied with systems that give a
wrong direction and hinder the
common good, are mentally blind
and incapable of realising the true
facts of their own existence.

I he mistakes, disenchantment and
treachery of the past should be the
besl possible insurance against fall-
ing into the same faults, which con-
stitute the root of the social
problem.

From its infancy, humanity has
been condemned by its ipdividuals
(0 an internecine struggle, in which
we can lrace the personal ambition
of those who seek the fruits of privi-
lege, and who view with supreme

contempt those who are subjected

to the control of the political insti-
tutions governing this or that

system.

We can trace, in the first place,

the struggle between individuals in
society, This, in turn, led to the
establishment of classes, with the
State or a
assuming the representation of the
people, and claiming
human rights, freedom and justice.
What this governing body actually
practised was the subjection of one
class to another, prolonging an
iniquitous situation which is then
considered inherent to a human
community.,

religious institution

to administer

The second stage comes when
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these institutions, * representing the
pecoole "—the State with aii 1L
appendixes have succeeded n
establishing complete domination
over the geographical area they
conirol. Then comes the struggle
for power bztween States, with one
people being set against another.
I he only result is mass destruction
and the encouragement of hatred
between people who do not know
each other.

Every individual, whatever his
social, cultural or economic posi-

1101, is partly responsible for this

human confusion. The responsibility

can be made greater for one or the
other social class—the exploiting or
the exploited—according to the way
one views il. The responsibility of
the exploiters consists 1n refusing to
the individual the right to enjoy the
benefits which would be a just re-
turn for fulfilling his social duties,
or, more exactly, in refusing to
submit their own interest to that of
society.

The responsibility of the exploited

ltes in their not being prepared to
defend their rights, or to seek a new
social basis. without privilege or
class-rule.

Experience proves the 1mpossi-

bility of getting a satisfactory social
change through the State, which is
the very essence and representative
of class privilege, and which would
never admit 1ts own errors and
abuses. The working class has the
need to be prepared to solve the
problem by not falling into the
same faults and vices as its oppres-
SOTrs

A century of struggle to w.n

demands according to the Mary

concept of the * revolution”™ has
unfortunately led people to a state
of delusion and a lack of self-confi-
dence, which prevents them from
embarking on more constructive
methods.

We have scen how the preachers
of a " social revolution ” that would
permit equality of rights in all
aspects of life have fallen into the
same errors or bad ways as those
of capitalism. The Bolshevik revolu-
tion was a great frustration for the
working class. The so-called * dic-
tatorship of the proletariat™ in
practice merely gave privilege to 4
new ruling class, and strengthened
the State as an instrument of op-
pression of all social ideas through
which an end could be put to power
and privilege.

Other movements. apparently
based on the i1dea of ** democracy,”
have also failed to lead to the de-
sired end, though previously accept-
ing the same false principle. In
these circumstances, the working

class has failed to escape from sub-

jection, just as the ruling classes,
protected by the State, have never

given up their own, insatiable am-

bitions, which are always to the

detriment of society as a whole.

We must, therefore. seek a road

that will lead to new goals. We can
hope for nothing from the old
systems, wherein the State, in any
of its forms, becomes the instru-
ment of political and economjc
power. The State, by reason of its
own origin, is opposed to any solu-
tion which would bring about social
well-being without the absurd differ-
ences that are in fundamental con-
tradiction to the ethical principles
which should govern human society,
without
financial considerations.

coercion, despotism or

tragic

NIONS HAVE TAKEN THE
WRONG ROAD

the old political method-—which had
betrayed them sO many times in a
few short vyears-—could, with a
different twist, be made to work in
their interests.

Other workers thought that the
return of a Labour Government
would solve the problem. In
essence, try everything and anvthing
(0 save doing the job ourselves.

1he betrayal of the General Strike
of 1926. J. H. Thomas and Ramsay
MacDonald are all now history.
1The vears have rolled by and we
have reached a situation where union
lcaders are prepared to go inio the
witness box against workers on trial
tor strike activity, all in the in-
terests of the capitalist State. The
trade unions today are more an ad-
iunct  or department of the State
than incependent fighting organisa-
tions of the workers.

Old basis

In Russia, the great hope of many
militants, the " trade unions " defend

far worse social and economic class-

divisions than the worst British capi-
talism has to offer.

Need the question, ** Is the trade
union movement, as it now stands,
capable of acting in the basic in-
erests of our class,” be asked again?
The SW.E. thinks not. We need,
desperately need, a radical trans-
formation in the system of union
organisation.

We need to get back to the basis
of the old Shop Stewards’ Move-
ment of the Clyde, organising it on
the basis of our present experience.
And let us realise, once and for all.
that nobody will give us a more just
and equitable system of society. We
have to create it ourselves—if we
want 1t.

Death and

disease
in Egypt

The recent report of the Rocke-
feller Institute for Medical Research
on the living conditions of Egyptian
villagers contains some grim facts.
More than half the children born In
these villages die before the age of
five, while the average length of hife
Is between fifteen and twenty vears.

The report shows that 92 per cent
of the people are affected by
bilharziosis, 64 ver cent suffer from
intestinal worms. and six per cent
have syphilis.

Health conditions in the villages
were found to be the worst in the
civilised world, comparable only to
the poverty-stricken and epidemic-
ridden areas of China, India and
Algeria. In one centre, one doctor
was trying to treat 27,000 patients.

The facts are, however, not sur-
prising. Sixty-one per cent of the
villagers, it was found, were paid
between 15s. and 75s. a month.
Five per cent of the families had
incomes not exceeding 15s. a
month. The rest had incomes up to
about 150s. a month,

Twelve per cent of the people are
living only on bread, eked out with
skinned milk and cheese. Half the
village population get fresh vege-
tables only once a week.

Needless to say, the vast majority
of the villagers work for wealthy
pashas and landowners, who can
afford the very latest American
luxury cars.

TI'he British Government, of
course, voices concern for these
people only at times when it has a
dispute with the Government of
Egypt.

ANOTHER KING
GOES ROUND
THE BEND

Major occupational disease of
royalty has claimed another victim.
King Talal of Jordan is advised by
his government, his wife and every-
body else concerned, to enter a
“nerve clinic” for treatment of his
schizophrenic condition.

British royalty has, on the other
hand, been lucky. Not since George
Il was isolated in a room with
padded walls, ceiling and floors, has
the British royal line been seriously

affected by nervous diseases.

Continental royalty has not been

so fortunate. Both Hapsburgs and

Bourbons have been subjected to
ilinesses. The late Adoll
Hitler, with his unfortunate habit of

biting carpets, is perhaps the most
wall-known  case
royalty.
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1The most clear-cut issue in the
1. C. Thomson dispule, now more
aan a mon.h old, is the right to
L0 a .rade union,

since the Gencral Sirice in 1926
all emo.ovees of this firm pubiisa-
1ag 19 periodicals and (wo dany
nenwspapers have had to sign a
docamen: making non-membership
of a (rade union the condition of
cmp.oyment,

I'his rght of everyone *to form
and {0 join (rade unions for (he pro-
cction of his inferes.s " is written
o the Declaration of Human
R'ghis of the United Nations
(December 10, 1948, Arlicle 24 (4)).

The modern diclators, like Stalin,
Franco and Tito, all support this
right. and membership of a
“ workers front” or ' nalional syn-
dica’e 7 i1s obligatory in their pouice
S ales.

John Strachey, M.P., who undcr-
s.ands thcse mat ers, has called the
altitude of Thomson's an * ana-
chronism,” and for once we do not
infend (o dispute his verdict.

But however debased trade unions
have become in the fascist states.
they are siill organs of the working
class in the struggle for decent living
conditions in those couniries wi.h-
out a * People’s Government,” and
the right to organise is a vital
weapon in the struggle. '

This is well understood by thou-
sands of trade unionists in Britain
who have shown solidarity with the
80 sirikers at the Glasgow * Sunday
Post” (o an extent hardly known
since 1926.

Eight hundred workers, mos!iy
members of the Printing Bookbind-
img and Paper Workers' Union at
the C yde Paper Mills, Rutherglien,
near G asgow, siruck work on May
6, refusing (o handle newsprin. for
Thomson s.

Locomolive crews in Dundee re-
fused to drive (rains carrying
Thomson publications. Dockers at
Glasgow, porters at Manches er,
journalisis in  Belfast, declared
Thomson publications ** black.”

The Prinfing and Kindred Trades
I'ederation, represen.ing 280,000
workers in 17 unions, has given the
s rike its full support. The miners
and cngineers’ execulives, and the
Scoltish T.U.C., have pledged sup-
port. Many other unions and
branches all over the coun‘ry have
shown solidarity. Beiween t(hem.
they have already given thousands
of pounds in financial aid.

Beyond the right to organise,
however, are other issues that alect
every member of the working c.ass
in Britain.

*The issues involved are of a far-
reaching character . . . I fear therc
is a real risk of an extension which
might seriously inconvenience the
public and inierfere with the supply
of news,” said Miniser of Labour
Monckion in'the House of Com-
mons on May 10,

There is no doubt that he was
no' exaggerating. The right of trade
unions (o extend solidari y during
dispules to each other is being called
info quesiion.

British workers, who have shown
such fine solidarily in this sirugglc
so far will no! let themselves hbe
iniimidatled.

MORE WORKLESS
IN TEXTILES

right to

Unemployment in the textile in-
dustry increased again last month,
textile
operatives joined the ever-growing
army of workless in the mill towns.

Altogether, there are now 467,445
full-time unemployed workers In
this country drawing the dole. This
figure does not include workers on
short time, such as clothing and
textile workers, or dockers * bomp-

Another seven thousand

ing on' at £4 a week.

Despite the fact that the summer
months usually show a heavy drop
in unemployment figures, due to an
increase in  seasonal employment,
last month the figures were only 426
fewer than the peak post-war fgure

of the previous month,

Marginal notes
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STOP TURNING THE REFUGEES AWAY

When Government agencies pui
different activities into practice, the
¢oo1 intentions whica originaliy
motivated them ofien gel forgotten.

During the development of iis
internal politics, Britain has been
one of the most democratic Euro-
pean countries-—possibly of the
world. Hospitality offered those
persecuted by totalitarian régimes
during the past two centuries created
a feeling of confidence among pro-
gressively-minded  people every-
where, They regarded Britain as a
corner where freedom of thought
and expression had not been thro:-
tled by the brutality of a sectarian
minority.

Geographical and cultural taciors
were probably largely responsibie
for this; the British Isies are sur-
rounded by water, and the social
and political circles here have been
more evolutionist 1n outlook than
those of the Continental countries.

Shocking reception

Impartiality towards the probiem
of refugees has, however, not been
shown in the period of growing ten-
sion between the Soviet and Wesiern
b'ocs since the last war.

The problem has grown to alarm-
ing proportions since 19237, and
special organisms were set up by
special organisations were set up by
U.N.O. to deal with the complicated
situation.

The I.R.O. (International Refugee
Organisation) offered sone measure
of solution by arranging emp.oy-

Lest we
forget . ..

The fol!llowing list of D. C.
Thomson publications is from
a leaflet issued by the Printing
and Kindred Trades' Federa-
tion. “If you are against sip-
porfing any non-union produc-
(ions,” says the leaflet, * we
hope this list will be of assis’-
ance fo you.”

Daily: COURIER & AD-
VERTISER, EVENING TELL-
GRAPH & POST.

Weekly: ADVENTURE
BEANO COMIC, DANDY
CCMIC, FAMILY STAR,

HOTSPUR, MAGIC COMIC
MY WEEKLY, PEOPLES
FRIEND. PEOPLE'S JOUR-
NAL, RED LETTER, RED
STAR WEEKLY, ROVER
SECRETS & FLAME, SKIP-
PER, SPORTING POST,
SUNDAY POST, WEEKLY
NEWS, WEEXKLY WELCOME
and WIZARD.
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ment of loreign labour In 1ts coun-
ry of residences, re-education of the
ciippled, medical attention for the
sick and aged, reduction of the
number of exiles in France by
arranging passages for those who
wished to go to South America, and
SO On.

Some months ago these facilities
ceased to exist, even though con-
tinued repression in many countries
meant there were still a large num-
ber of political refugees.

Countries which had maintained
—and still claim to support—the
view that human freedom 1s an
c'emental principle of democracy
should, quite irrespective of any
diplomatic  pressure, carry this
rinciple nto effect much better
than has been the case.

The persecuted individual who
runs the risk of an illegal departure
fron a country subjected to dic-
ta.orship will arrive here expecting
to find his rosy view of British hos-
pitality confirmed.

For some time now, however,
men who have come here to seek
the international right of asylum
have been shocked at their reception
by the immigration authorities.

The individual becomes a refugee
from the moment when he volun-
tarily leaves a country in which he
finds it humanly impossible to lhve.
The rights of hospitality belong to
this parson, irrespective of race, re-
ligion or social class, when his con-
vic.ions force him to depart from a
country subjected to fascist or
Marxist dictatorship.

Facilities are readily granted those
who come from countries behind
the Iron Curtain, but enormous
difficulties are placed in the way of
those from the Iberian Peninsula.

Their ‘=2z ction

The refugee, by the very act of
extling himself, contracts a greater
responsibility against the régime he
detests, and it is unthinkable that
he should be sent back to his coun-
try of origin, despite all offhicial con-
rmation of the reprisais he may
have to suffer.

Men have come here from Spain
¢ pecting to find the haven of their
Before running the risks
nvolved in crossing the froa.er,
thay have besn friends of England.
Thers can be no doubt of their
reaction against the country that
did not aid them when they are sen!

dr2ams.

back.

| have read in the papers and
heard on the wireless of anti-com-
munists to whom the right of

asy um has been granted.

In Spain there are very few com-
munists compared to the number In
France and even

[taly, Greece, |
Britain. and it i1s not difhcult to

dezide that those Spaniards who

arrived on British soil were anti-
fascists in every sense of the word.
Those who escape the Franco
régime deserve the same respect and
the same tolerance, consideration
and hospitality as those who come
from Russia or its satellite coun-
Iries.

‘THEY MIGHT
SHOOT MFE

A  Spaniard
ashore from a ship in the
Bristol Channel because he was
afraid to go back to Spain is
being kept in Horfield Prison,
Bristol, until the Home Secre-
tary decides what to do with
him. The man, Lefuete Gon-
zalez Angel, was being taken to
Iisbon after being refused per-

When police found him near

mile (o the shore.

Angel was alleged to have
told the police: *1 am afraid
to go back. They may shoot
me because I left Franco's
' Army.”

“Manchester Guardian,” 16.6.52

Films

mission to land in Britain. ing 1t
should be sent back.

Political asylum for he who seeks

shelter 1s a moral principle that
must be guarded jealously. It 15 no!
something to be hedged round with
stipulations, given as a favour or a
charity, but a right which belongs
to all.

All of us, while the present inter-

national hostility prevails, are liab'e
to need the solidarity of others bet-
ter placed than we.

Our duty

Let there be shown in praclics

who swam ° that which the representatives of
the different countries in UNESCO
hold in theory
the brotherhood of man.

when they discuss

* Proofs and not good reasons are

lovers.” says a Spanish proverb.
The best proof that can be given
is to make sure that, in future, no
one who leaves Spain as a result of
hating the present régime and find-

impossible to live there

Portishead, Somerset, eight For the politician the proben
days ago, he said he had may have various interpretations:
jumped overboard and swum a to the humanist, he who comes

from the West has an equal right
to solidarity to he who comes from
the East. Both are fleeing from
death and seeking life. We have the
duty to protect the life which
Marxist  or
wishes to wipe oul.

fascist materialism

STALIN'S ADVICE TO
THE LOVELORN

THE FALL Ok BERLIS —:'l_hns
f1lm has been hailed by the Stalinists
and fellow-travellers as a masiere
piece of filmcraft and a Power ol
Russian culture—and it's in CO.OUT,
:00. though 1 watched 1t for aboul
1S minutes bzfore 1 realised 1t was
meant to be.

The film begins with Stalin, In
an immaculate white uniform, ¢n-
tertaining a steel worker to dinner

as though he would! Afler a rec
of alcoholic sentimental pro._uclion
propaganda about steel being ke
a1 woman. the worker returns to his
v:llage and, evidently still under the
influence of Stalin’s vodka, goes on
‘o make love to his previous.y co.d
'adv love. strictiy following Stalin’s
advice as to method. Needless O
sav. this is as successful as a nve-
vear pian.

We follow the couple inio the
miidle of a cornfield but, just as

th> film looks like becoming iIn-

teresting at last, the Nazis begin the
war of 1941-45 by savagely bomb-
ing the field.

From that point the film, liber-
ally helped out by newsreels, be-
comes a struggle between (WO
giants—Hitler, portrayed as a gib-
ozring maniac, and the cool, caim
Stalin. always in a brand new whi:.c
unifo .

Thz British and Americans mee
Cta.in. but refuse to join In the
war—es»a2cially Churchill. Even by
1744 Winston 1s still showing
'amentable pacifism, so Stalin de-
¢ des the Russians will win the war
2 one. even though the German rear
is supporied by American tanks.

The Russians attack Berhin. the
R=d Flag go2s up oa the Reichsiag,
the war stops and turns 1nto 2
Russian dance and—you guessed

in their jov all look up Into th:
sky. an airpiane appears, lands. an
from it steps Stalin, in a new whii2
uniform. The film ends with a hymn

NNA PAUKER JOINS

THE VIGTIMS

The liquidation of Anna Pauker,
Rumanian communist leader, now
secems certain. Not only has she
been thrown out of the Political
Burcau of the Party, but she has
confessed to ‘‘deviations of a left
and right character.” Nobody In
Eastern Europe has yet survived
such a double catastrophe.

Ra k. late Hungarian Minister of
the Interior., died as a result of
similar circumstances—in front of a
firing squad. Kostov, late General
Secretary of the Bulgarian Com-
munist Party, admitted at first only
to ‘' right-wing deviations.” Later
he confessed to spying for every
conceivable government at every
conceivable date. He, too, kept a
date with a firing squad.

Gomulka, late Secretary of the
Polish Communist Party, and
Slansky, late Secretary of the Czech
Party, are both in prison waiting
their turn to confess.

Only the removal of Chervenkov
in Bulgaria and Rakosi in Hungary
is needed to wipe out completely
the founding members of the
Cominform. Zhdanov died—al an
early age—in his Soviet fatherland,
while Dimitrov of Bulgaria was
overcome by a fatal illness during
a visit to Russia.

Sympathy for Anna Pauker or
any of the others mentioned above
would be out of place. While in
Russia during 1937 Pauker assisted
the G.P.U. to liquidate her own hus-
band. She was prepared to prove
her loyalty to Stalin at his expense.
Promising vyoung types in the
Rumanian Party are now doubtless
prepared to do the same thing at her
CXPCNSe,

est these may be though! isolated
cases. let us recall the case of the
During the
great purges, from 1936 to 1938, the
entire hierarchy of the party, to-
gether with the General Staft of the
army and the G.P.U. leaders were

Russian Parly itse'f.

wiped out.

Todav. of the 24 members of the
1917 Central Committee on'y Stalin
remains alive. Many of the others
saw their last ghimpse of life down
the barrel of a rifle in the early
hours of the morning.

The German Communist Partly,
too. has a very unpleasant history.
Between the time Hitler seized
power in 1933 and the occupation

of Czechoslovakia in 1939, the Ger-
man Party in exile operated trom
: *Comrades "
whose views were considered un-
orthodox, from a Stalinist point ol
view. were sent to Germany for
underground  work then the

the latter country.

Geslapo was tipped off.

A German communist who saw
this going on left Czechoslovakia
and the Party in disgust and sought
refuge in this country. During the
last war. his brother—a staunch
“informed ™ the German

Stalinist

Irade Unionists' Committee

Britain. and through it the British
authorities. that he was a nazl

agent,

But for the fact that he was able
to produce evidence that he had
done illegal work in Germany, had
been in a concentration camp and
had succeeded in escaping only by
the skin of his teeth, he might have
found himself in an extremely un-

pleasant situation.
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'his man is knowvn to many who
worked at Napiers in Londoa dur-
ing the war, but we wih0d his
name In view of the present situa-
tion i1n Eastern Germany.

Yet another case was that of Alex
Weissberg, an Austrian Jew sh com-
munist. who went to work 1n Russia
like hundreds of thousands of
others he got caught up in the great
purges. He was handed over to the
Gestapo. who had an account 1O
settle with him. Unfortunately for
Stalin, he lived to tell the tale.

Franz and Margaret Neumann.
both leading members of the pre-
Hitler Central Committee of the
German Party, escaped from Ger-
many when Hitler seized power and
sought refuge in Russia. Franz was
murdered 1n the great purges:
Margaret was handed over to the
Gestapo in 1932 as part of the
Hitler-Stalin pact.

No mention has been made here
of the murder of countiess non-
Stalinist workers. both syndicalis:
and orthodox trade unionist, 1In
Eastern Europe, the Far East and
Russta, nor of the systematic
des‘ruction of independent union
organisations in those countries

Neither have we dealt with the anti-
Western
Furope and America during the past

Cialinists  murdered In

1S years or so by Stalin’s agents
We have limited ourselves to a very

few examples of the lhiquidation of

Stalinists or ex-Stalinists,

Anna Pauker 1s the latest of a
long line. King-street leaders of the
British Communist Party and lesser

stooges, please note!

of praise to Stalin and some love-
making from the steel worker. now
cager 10 resume what was so rudely
interrupted in the cornfield.

The acting i1s crude and hammy.
a throwback to early silent days.
The propaganda is crude, so crude
it sent shudders up and down my
spine and moved the audience o
roars of laughter.

This is a long, long way f(ro>
* Potemkin.”” The Russian nim 1r-
dustry i1s going backward: It sup-
ports the old thesis of Thomas
Buckle: under dictatorship i1deas
wither—Afrst culture, then science
and eventually techniques. The In-
quisition demonstrated that, but it
was a shock to see it so starkly
demonstrated on the screen.

Raiiibe
Y.

LOS OLVIDADOS (Acaden.
London).—This great film, directed
in Mexico by Luis Bunuel, 1S on2
of the most savage indiciments oOf
modern society vet screened. The
story, based on actual incidents. ‘s
of slum life in Mexico City an’,
particularly, its demoralising efisc

on youth. Murder, robbery, stoning
of a blind beggar, assault on a leg-
our feelings are
spared nothing, though there is in-
finite compassion 1n Bunuel's treat-
ment of his subject and of charac-
ters such as little Pedro and "Big
Eves.” If vou want happy endings,
: the final shots are of
the police shooting the gang-leader,
Jaibo. in the back and of the bal-
of Pedro—always

less cripple

stay away . . .

tered corpse
denied the mother-love he craved

being dumped on a rubbish tip. All
this squalor and decadence do no!
*original
sin”: as the commentator says, they

stem from some mythical

are the direct result of the soc

system, and could equally we!l be
fitmed in practically any of the
world's big cities. N G ¢
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