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Millions of workers are in pay dispute with their employer at this moment
The Government's pay pause dlrectly affects only those workers employed by the
State, civil servants, postmen, telephone engineers, teachers, State dockyard
men and also, the werkers in nationalised industries, rail, power and some road
transport; and the miners. In this fiecld alone does the Government have power
to deny a wage increase, this should give thought to those unions who are always
passing resolutions to "naflonallcc the 1ndustry“ or calling for State subsid-
ies, ‘

But the Cabino+é stand against the annual wage rise also encourages those
employers who may have fclt strong enough in any case to resist the regular
wage hike, Chief %mono these are the cnginecring and shipyard bosses with
about 3,000,000 workers., ‘It is natural, then, that there should be speculat-
dion-about a General otr¢kc, for il all norbefs now in dispute acted together,
by design or accident, the number on strike would be greater than that of 1926,

The Communist Party, trvin» to gash in on this situstion da 0ﬁ11inv for
a General Strike, but, like the man who wants to get to the moon, they woulén't
know what to do with 1t if they got it. In 1926 the C.P.'s snle contribution
to the struggle, vhile the General Council of the T.U.C. was cctive in betray-
ing the Strike, was to call for "ALL PO7ER to the General Oovncll" |

Bt Ml Hh 11¢t1e chale of a General Strike by accident for the wor-
kers are too divided by too many unions and by compromising leaders, In engin-
ecring the clerks have rcfuscd to join even the one day strike or take a striko
ballot, and the N.,A, of Clerical and Supervisory Staffs have told their members
to be sure to blackleg on March 5th, A.S.5.E.T., will not take a ballot.

No more has beun made by the unions to link the various Statec workers in
their struggle, much less get them to join with their workmatcs in private own-
ed industriecs,

Of tourse, Communists and various groups of Trotskyists arc calling for
a Lebour Government as o means of getting around the "Tory wage pausc", They
want us to forget that the Labour Government of 1945-51 operated, with the aid
of the unions, a much harsher wage frecze, and these same pcople had callcd 03

the workers to return that Laobour Govcecrnment,

In any casc¢, would Gaitskell and Co., risk their chance of winning the
next Gencral Bloctlon.by supporting a General Strike?

With or without a an impending election, with a Tory or o Labour Govern-
ment, the leaders of the trade unions and the Labour Pwrty arc opposcd to the

Gcnor L Strike 1n any ClTOUMSt“HOuS.

They were opposcd to tha t of 1926 but they were pushed.into it by the

Continued on page 2
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Bight years ago, in. Octobbr 1953, the British Government flew troops
and directed warships to ertlsh Gulmng, informing a stubbonly sceptical
world that Dr., Cheddi Jagan'!s People's Progregsive Party was plotting to
subvert democracy and take the country into the Communist camp, In this
way Her Majesty's Government conferr cd. on Jagan her highest award for col-
onials, the coveted accolade of martyrdom so thoughtfully provided for such
other colourcd nationalist leadcrs as Nehru, Nkrumah; Kenya$ta,  and Banda
Such mpdlolne magnifics mqrvcllously the potcnecy of thecir mesmerism of thc
masSeS., |
But like vaccination, the magic docsn't last for ever., Heroiec rcput-
ations won in "the fight for frccdom" are tarnished by the tawdry realitics
of ruling., The pecople who oncc adored their champions come to detest their
mastcrs, It has happcned to Nkrumeh and in some mcasurc cven to Nehru, who
is lcss inclined to modcl himsclf on Lenin, It will happen to Banda, Kcn-
yatta, and the regt, .. The special, ironic twist rescrved by history for
Jagon is that it hos happened to him cven before "freedom" has been won, so
thﬁt he has been obliged to call in the.Thite Raj to bolster up his totter-
ing rcgime,

- British Guiana is a oouncry'W1th bullt -in racial split, Its popu-
1”t]0n of under half a million is madc up principally of the descendants of
indentured Indian lebourcrs and the dasccnd onts of African slaves, Thec In-
dians, who are in thc majority, make up most of the sugar plantation workers
and the rural population in gecneral, and also own most of the small busines=-
scs, most of thc big busincsses - the Bookers and co, - still being, of '
coursc, in British hands. The Africans form the bulk of the urban popula-
tion, as civil servents, policemen, schoolteachers, nurses, and so on,

In 1953 thec . Peoplc'!s Progressive Party was the great popular party,
with o dceisive majority in the Lcclulaturo, but it now holds only a slendcr
mWJorltV, 19 scats out of 35, It has becn said that when Forbes Burnham led
his faction out of the P.P.P. and formcd thc People's National Party it was:
becausce of idcological dlfILfanCS with Jagan and . his Amcrican-born wife
Janet, but it is for more likecly that the split was a consequence of rivalry
for power., But whatever the cause, the effect has becen the division of the
country into two racial camps, 7ith the Indians for thc most part supporting
Jogan and the Africans Burnham, . |

Jagan's Budget mecasurcs - raising customs and excise, levying:a tax on
propchy, increasing incomc tax, and introducing a compulsory savings schemc
- werc designed t¢ mect & prospeetive deficit of over 7 million dollars cau-
sed by inereesed dcbt charges, higher pay for ¢ivil servants, and above all
by the flight of capital. TIn the past few yecars thec amount of money sent
abroad 'by the bourgecois' cxcecded all the aid received from Britain and from
international orgonisations,

But thc measurcs hlt hard thb 1ndustr1ﬂl nnd profcsvlonal workers and
the civil scrvants, and a gencral strike was called by the Trades Union Cour-
oil oh Febiuary 135, At loﬂst six people were killed and over 200 injurcd in
pitchcd battles with riot police in Georgctown, the capital, “before thc strikc
was called off on the 19th. Kk

At flrst sight porhams the sympathy of the capitalist press for this
Communist "revolutionary" coming face to facc with the realitics of govern-
ing (symbathy not unmixed, of coursec, with plcasuro ot his dilemma) is sur-
prising, But men of power always have much in common and like the Bolshe-~
viks Jogan is only an ersatz communist, a Ste Te C”plt&llSt not onc of those
maniacs who rcally belicve in cquality.

e Pede Lty

THE GENERAL STRIKE THAT NEVER TAS. Continued from front page.
desire of the rank and file to make a stand, and if they had not lead it
they could not have betrayed it,

The attitude of "Official Labour"'was best expressed by Beatrlcc “Tebb,
their foremost writer and wife of a Labour .Cabinet Minister, Lord qusfleld
in her diary, written in 1926 but not published until 1956, |

"May L4th - TThen all is said and done we personally are against the use of
the General Strike in order to compel the employers of a particular industry

to yield to the men's demends, however well justificd these c¢lai ) h
nethods cannot be tolegrated ﬁy any Governnent - even a LabouraGgge?n%eE%' Suc

A General Strike nust be orgeniscd, but it never will be by the T .U.C,

Only when a Rank & File Movement has becn built in cvery industry will the
Great Strike be fought to victory. If you believe in the Gencral Strike

you've got to start now, in however small a wey,

b



| Pa;ge e
Victims of the Appr‘*em’uce,

SYSLLQ r\ﬁ | Brion Bamporg

A crowd of burcsucratic Youth Employment Officers have this week (acc-
ording to The Guardian and The Timcs of Fcbruary 12th) accused employers in
general of "failing to provide adequatc training" for their apprentices., When
a rcbuke comes from such charactcrs as these, polite and rcfined though it
may be, we can be surc that it is mone too soon., It would be natural for mil-
itants to query, why our Tradec Union Official rag-tags were not first off the
mark to raise their voices on so vital an issue? Alas not cven the utterance
of a dissident fart has been detected from their dircction! |

The survey was carricd ot amongst leavers at Secondary Modern Schools.
The rcport states, to quote The Guardian, that some employers "fail to give
school-lcavers any dctails of thc jobs they offer, and even mislead them about
the work they will be expected to de". Yet still not one harsh word is utt-
crted from the lips of the tradc-union masters, is it little wonder they arc
praised on dl sides for their rostraint? Of course school leavers do not own
a union card, might this be why they must fight alone? Ungracious terms like
'Cheap Labour' or 'Apprentice Labourcrs' is at no time suggested in the resp-
ectable press comments, but this would scem to be the bosscs only object in
cheating the lads at their interviews., On top of this The Guardian did mod-
cstly remark the apprenticces in training "found the first month or so tiring
and this persisted for somc of them". In other words a spot of labouring on

Cne of the same pancr: some months ago recorded an accusation by Dr.Xate
Liepmann (Rescarch Fellor in Beounomics) who neatly nailed the employers for
their recent assault on apprentice cducation, The indication was that since
youth's have ceased to e Zorced by the Government to go in the army at 18,
it is no longer nccessary for the boss to send lads to school to ensure de-
ferrment until 21, Fo» the 1ad who learns a trade this means more wiegnt. . o
school, and less day scliool. A workshop yvouth who has to swear and sweat at
night school will have to contend with three nights a weck toiling at Tech-
nical College, before he starts entertaining himself with homework, laborat-
ory work etc., after grafting all cay in the factory. For day school stud-

refti
ents it will be found to be somewhat casicr with only onec night at cvening
school plus the rest,

.,

To concludc the abolition of !Cheap Labour' will only be achieved, when
apprentices get morc than their present sorrowful wages, For example £2,10s,
approximately basic at 15 years rising to £4.10s. at 18 Vs, 1o Engincering.
Doy school for all, will bpeccome a reality when hight school is refuscd by 211!
In turn, to realise these dreams, and others, of bettor training in interest-
ing jobs, apprentices must organise rcgardless of trade union barriers in a
rank and file fashion. Youth would no longer rely on the benevolent intent-
ions of Union clap-trap, the Gaffcrs fedcration, and the Government bureau-
cratic underlings. | |

THE DEAD AND THE FLOJERS. Continued from page 9
place in the casc of Government changes,

Vaiting for an end to the Algerian war. conditions the parties and unions,
Nothing will be done against De Gaulle or "his".Government until the "ceasc-
fire" is a fact. COriticisms, warnings and half-hearted attacks are made agai-
nst the Debré Government, never against the regine. ind, as everyone knows
De Gaulle will make no Government changes until the Algerian war is over, the
opposition's offensive has no firing power,

If this odd tactic suits the Socialist or Radical Left, who. see themsel-
ves as an eventual new Govermment, what about the CP? It docs not campaign
ageinst the General-President; only against his Ministers. TFor the CP, the
General is a possible international +tool. With his nationalism, his concept-
ion of & "Inrop of thc Fatherlands", his wish to be indepcndent of NATO's
strategic needs, De Gaulle could be a card for thc Russian hand, at least in
the prescent situation,

S Paransa



Page I, A
Pevrew

Readers of "ilorker's Voice", now re-namcd "Direct Action", will not
need reminding of the importance of the 12-week strike at British Light.
Steel Pressings, Acton, London last yecar. e gave it full coverage, sup-
porting the workers' battle against redundancy, publicising their appeals
_ahd,raising what financial aid we could, It was an important dispute be-
cause of thc issuc of solidarity at stake, becausec the line-up of forces
against the strikers -- an alliance of Rootes Group employers and union
officials =-- were determined on a showdown with onc cf the best-organised
groups of workers in the motor indmstry, and because the struggle raised
a revolutionary demend: shorter hours, without loss of pay Because supp-
ort from outside was lukewarm, the B.L.S.P. strikers suffered a crushing
def'eat, Their shop organisation was smashed, the employers achiceved their
original intention of slashing the labour force at Action and victimisat-
ion of militants was given full rein, ‘

Now, following the B.L,S.P. Joint Shop Stewards' Committec own pam-
phlet outlining their strugsgle, comes THE BLSP DISPUTE, The Story of the
Strike (by Ken Weller, Solidarity pamphlet No.8, 64d.) It contains an in-
tcresting rccord of what happened at Actrn, documents the treachery of the
union lcaderships (specificelly thosc of the AZU and NUVB), gives descrved
praisc to the BLSP shop organisation, with its tcndencies towards job con-
trol, but in our view misscs out by failing to strcss the demand of Shor-
ter hours, without loss of pay. That, to us, was the lynch-pin of the
strike, Yet,.on reading and rc-rcading the pamphlet, onc finds no ment-
iont of it, A curiocus omission, in view of Teller's olaim "to agsist ....
by drawing all the lessons of the dispute,"

Hc contradicts this claim, incidentally in the final chapter, hcaded
"Lessons", by saying: "Soliderity' docs not like to devote a large propor-
tion of its spacc to lengthy analyscs and 'lesson drawing'. We prefer to
dig up the rcel facts and present them." Later comes this passage: "....
there is an important role for an organisation of militants and socialists
attempting to develop such consciousness, to build links between workers,
to combat misrcprecsentation, to disscminate accurate information and to
provide facilities to help workers in struggle. Such an organisation must
sec as 1ts main aim to help workers in disnute to win, not use them for
political ends," |

It reads curiously like the National Rank & File MMovenment leaflets,
"Unite to Fight the Employers," and "Unite for Militant Industrial Action,"
A clear case for collaboration, onc might think, Yet the "Solidarity"
Group, which under its then title of "Socialism Reaffirmed", helped spon-
sor the first Rank and Filc confercnce in Londoh, Januanry, 1961, has excr-
ciscd a virtual boycott of the N, R, & F.M, since, despite repcated invit-
ations for its participation. During the National Prcss (Sunday'Tclegraph,
Deily Mail, Daily Express) campaign of last June-July, the "Solidarity"
Group was rcpeatedly confuscd with the N.R. & F.M., although no liaison
between the two existed., ' :

. e are puzzled to know where this "Solidarity" Group is going. Onec
of 1ts members recently dcscribed its policy to us as "A bit of Anarchism,
& bit of Syndicalism and a bit of something else." The third ingredient
renained unspecified., - -

During the last 13 months they havc had brief affairs with, among
others, the Torkers' Party, S.7.F., London Anarchist Griup and Socialist
Ldvance Leaguc, devouring the last-named and quickly abandoning the rest,
Now their attention and activity appears to be centrcd on the Committce of
100, 4 clear statement of their intentions would be welcome, At the nmo-
ment too much is left unsaid, |

Ken Hawkes,
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Lettecr from Prﬂnoeo

The Dead ard the FI owers

On Thursday, Fcbruary 8th o demonstration was organiscd by the Paris
district T.U. committeecs of C.G.T. (Communist), C.F.T.C. (Catholic) and
F.E.N, (indopcndent teachers). 1te winsg to protpst against O, A8, terr-
orist activity. 'The Minister of the Interior banned it.

On the cvening of the 8th, the assembly points were occupied by big
forces ot pelico, There were few fights and less incidents than on ear-
lier deomonstrations. When the procossions, broken up by the police, were
dispersing, however, o particularly violent charge was made by a detach-
nent of municipel police ncar "Charonne" underground station, Groups of
dcnonstrators sought to escape down the stairs, but the platform gates
were closed and soon they were crushed by fresh waves trying to avoid be-
ing batoncd, The coppers beat up . the last arrivals, hurled -their bodies
on -to the packed nmass bclow, then bombarded then with iron street gratings.
Eight beopTe died from asphyxia, fractured skulls and internal injuries,

‘cre the demonstrators looking for a fight? TFor the most part, no.
qlo'*an of the Communist cells was "Don't let youroelvos be provoxed i The
Minister's subsequent statement, speaking of Communist "commandos", is a
stupid lie, If some people, principally youth, were determined not to be
suffocated without putting up & fiight, they bclongod to groups from the
Catholic unions, Unified Socialist Party (P.S.U.,), teachers and National
Union of Students (U.N.E.F.) \

Had the police and Rcpublican Security Patrols (C.R.S.) orders to
brutally suppress the demonstmation? Unlikely, The C,R.S. almost imme-
diately issued a statement disclaiming responsibility, On the other hand,
even beflore the processions formed, some police formations in Place de 1la

Bastille were beating out with thelr truncheons the three short and two

long notes of "Al-gé-rie Fran-caise".

The first reaction to the news was stupor. The Minister's justifi-
cation, relayed by radio, was a Jjumble of contradictions and bad faith.
several . journallstsief R, TiF. (T ~ench Radio-Televis 1on) refused to handle
1%, |

The Press, with few ‘exceptions, protested on the following day.

Eight victims of anti-OAS convictions, i.e. of supvort for official Gov-
ernment policy, was toc much to swallow. Political parties, trade unions,
groups of 2ll kinds voiced their angcr, The Government cxcuse about Com-
munists playing the OAS game and COAS murders playing the Communist game
carried no weight, nor did that of the necd to maintain order,

The Socialist Party (SFIO) appealed for a silent vigil,at Place de
la République in Paris and before war memorials in the provinces. The
Lef't parties, CP included, supported this proposal, forbidden by the Gover-
nncnt, Non-Communist unions called for a half-hour strike at the end of
morning shift on the following Monday.

Finally camc Tuesday, Pcbruary 13, datc of the collective burial of
the vietims, with an appeal for a half-day general strike, signed by the
C.G.T, 3 FE N, C.B.TC.y and U N K. E, &and supported by the C.P., and P.8.U.
Torking-class: Paris turned out in force. Decspite rain and gales, several
hundrcd thousand men and womcn joined the procession, This time Government
and police permission was given and not a copper was in sight (there are
between 60,000 and 80,000 in Greater Paris).

The imposing mass of mourners made a huge impression, Apart from their
silent, ominous precsence, however, littlec was clear sbout their will, hopes
and decmands., This lack of a "vorklnv-class policy" was felt by 1moortant
scctions of workers. The Prlnt rast Federation made a sudden d001q1on, under

rank and file pressurc, that no papers should appecr, . In several factories
arguments and fights took place between groups of workerS'WGntlng action and
their"moderate" lcaders.,

Why this lack of policy by working-class organisations, when the time
was ripc for .a nass novement?  Why no general strike to demand the resigna-
tions of the Minister and Prefcct of Police?

The answer varics slightly according to the particular union or party,
‘but in general no Left-wing political faction wents to launch a frontal att-
ack on De Gaulle in the present situation., All arc menoeuvring for the best

Continued on page 3,




Contempt of Court Lot

One of the Committee of 100's more naive supporters declaimed on the
day that the judge refused the defence submission - thereby-giving notice
that he intended to disallow the production of any important evidence -"It
shakes one's faith, it shakes one's faith in Britich Justice:" and indeed
anyone who had such a faith must have had it shaken: since the Judge re-
fused any evidence that questioned whether Nuclear Weapons are any Defence,
and whether in fact opposition to such weapons can be construed as "contrary
to the interests of the State and furthermore he later directed the Jjury
that they must assume that Nuclear wecapons arc in the interests of the State,

The Judge presumably to add insult to injury, assumed that "these six
young people have so behaved because they came under the influence of Lord
Russellwho is o0ld enough to know better;" and one of the accused themselves
added to the insult to his colleagues by saying to Russell, "You have been
an inspiration to us all," (In fact, three, Michacl Randle, Ian Dixon, and
Terry Chandler, - the Anarchists among the accused, - had been imprisoned
for their opposition to nuclear wecapons long before Russell formed the Comm-
ittee of 100.) However this insult had the effect of cmphasizing the grossly
selcctive way that the statc had picked out these six to send to prison hop-
ing thereby to frighten the others,

Since the State had accused them of acting contrary to its interests
and sincc in the past politicians have had to admit that Nuclear Weapons
are no defence; the six had hoped tc turn their trial into a trial of the
Government, though knowing full well that this latter would be both Judge and
ouly dn ita own defence, e Anarchists among them had had considerable
misgivings about their line of defence - "that their actions were in the true
intercsts of the State" as they in fact have no illusions that the State is
anything clsc but the ruling class, but were having to assume for the sake
of their Befence that the state cxists for the people. (Mike Nolan had
suggested to them that the offer to be a prosccution witncss so that he
could dcelare, of coursc the Bomb is in the interests of the Capitalists, just
look at the profits its producers arec making.) However any hope that by
recognizing the Court they might get cxtra publicity for the visws of emi-
nent sclentists who opposc nuclcar wcapons wais defcated, since the State
could not afford to let the truth be krown and "Justice" lmd to be twisted
to gag them, The six rcfusing to bc bound over were scentenced for Contempt
of Court and who would not bc contempituous of Bourgecois Courts of Ir:lustice,
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