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"WE FIND THAT THE CENTERING OF T MANAGE-
ment of industries into fewer and fewer
hands mekes the trade unions unable to

cope with ever growing power of the employ—

ing class. The trade unions foster a state
of affairs which allows one set of workers
to be pitted against another set of workers
in the same industry, thereby helping defeat
one another in wage wars. More over, the

trade unions aid the employing class to mis-
iead the workers into the belief that the

working class have interests in common with
their employers.

These conditions can be changed and the
interests of the working class upheld by an
organisation formed in such a way that all
its members in any one industry, or in all
industies if necessary, cease work whenever
a strike or lockout is on in any department
thereof, thus making an injury to one an
ingjury. to. allM,
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“rent strike

Dk, (‘3): A two bedroomed
5th floor maisonette rateable
value will rose from the

present £98 p.a. to £190 p. a.

tenants on rent strike
that we wili be getiing
no more rent increases
on Tower Hill" (2) There
is an election in May for
the new metropolitan

A direct link between the
Government's policy of
allowing rents to go up and
the massive rate increases

due to be imposed on the The figures mentioned above

working-class in April has
now been definitely establ-
ished. @ Houses in the ﬁ
ILLondon area whose rateable
value was £62 p.a. last year
are due to be increased to
£2TH p. e rramper] 19758
Part of the revaluation 1is
because of the new ' fair
rents'' which are being
charged for the houses now.
Acting on this information,
two tenants from Tower Hill
(Kirkby) visited the Council
buildings and inspected the
books containing the new
valuation list. They were
absolutely staggered to find
that in April the average
rateable values for Tower
Hill tenants are to_be
increased threefold. The
Tower Hill Unfair rents
action group has drawn up

a small cross-section of
dwellings on Tower Hill for
tenants to compare their own
homes with. To find out the
net rateable value of your
house get out your rent book.
On the left hand side of the
book opposite your name and
address you will see a
number sideways up e.g.

This figure represents the
amount of rates that you pay
yearly. The number 74
means you're paying £74 in
rates per year. The
following examples will help

-
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to expose the terrific rise perj

year .in.ratesy:

1) A 3 bedroomed house with ;
carport on Tower Hill will g0
from the present rateable
value (£74 p.a.) to a 1973
rateable value of £222.

(2) The rateable -value of a
four bedroomed house now
£90 p.a. will go up to £234
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are not the rates that we
expect you to be paying in

April 1973. These new
evaluations will also be
accompanied by
reductions in the rate

in the £.levied by local
authorities. Even it
the council does reduce
¢the\ rateiin the £. ‘1l
still won't be enough to
prevent large rate
increases in April. The
local authorities are not
obliged to publish these
figures until March. To
give tenants an idea of
what sort of rate
increases can be expected
[Liverpool council expects
the rates to go up by
30% per week and Bootle
are talking about a 50p
per week rate rise.

Kirkby Council has been
delivering letters to |
every tenant on the

estate informing them of
the provisionally assessed
'fair rent' for their
particular dwelling. This
assessment had been drawn
up by Kirkby Council for
the rent assessment board.
[t is this board which has
the final word in any assessS-
ment. These new assess-
ments are approximately the
same rent that we should
be paying now plus the

last increase. [t comes
as no .surprise to the
Action Group that this
assessment is about

equal to what we should be
paying. This is due to

2 reasons (1) The Council
is hell bent on smashing
the rent strike so they

are trying to kid the

Council wards. The
Council knows full well

that the rent scrutiny

board are almost

certain to increase the

Council's assessment

to what they consider
to be.l'fair. peht¥.i \n

fact Kirkby Council
claimed only two years
ago that the average
economic rent for
dwellings on Tower Hill
would be in the region
of £9.~0p per week.
The Action Group has in
fact got well-documented
evidence that the rents
on Tower Hill could be
as high as £6. per week,
not including rates and
as we have already
indicated, they are due
to go up in April. We
might still be getting a
further rent increase in
October as well. The
figures that the Counciil
has been putting out are
deliberately misleading

the strike. By the

way, comrades, tenants

on Tower Hill have been
on rent and rates strike
since Oct.

11th 19735




[n the last leaflet that
the Tower Hill Unfair
rents action Group put
out claimed that the a
average rateable value

in KirkbyeLiverpool was
due to be trebled on the
April 1lst It was also
stated that the rate in
the & levied by local
authorities was to be
reduced, ,but not by enough
to prevent the massive
‘rate increases which
would come about this A
April(It is worth rememb-
ering that a rate increa-
se 1is also a rent incr-
ease) Al this information
was confirmed as true at
the Action Groups  last
meeting by Coun J.Wylie
who is Chairman of Kirkby
Council's Finance Commit-
tee. Wtlie informed the
meeting that up to now
Tower Hill tenants are
already -dae to have thelr
rate s increased by 283p
per week by Lancashire
County Council, and on
top of this it is expect-
ed that Kirkby Council
will be forced to inrea-
se their rates by 25%.

What this means is
that the tenants on the
estate Wlll be paying an-
other 623p per week on
their rent(for those who
are paying rent) on April
lst. The only way to keep
these expected increases
down is by cutting down
on the social services
and amenites. As tenants
know only to well there
are very few of these to
cut down on,

Another important fact-
or in the new rate evalu-
ation system is the rel-
ationship of commercial
ratepayers(factories and
businesses etc) and the
domestic ratepayers(coun-
cil tenants and owner oc-
cupiers). At the present
time commercial rate pay-
ers pay 3/5ths of the to-
tal rates to the local
authority, and domestic
pay the remainig 2/5ths.
I'he factéry owners and

)

the Government are now
trying to reverse the
situationyso that in the
future domestic rate pay-

ers will be paying 3/5ths

of the total rates, and
commercial ratepayers -
only 2/5ths. Not only do
the employers want'thé
people to make large pro-
fits for them slaving in
their factories, they alsc

want you to pay their.
- rates as well. They're

]ust not on. And neither
is anybody else who 'thinks

that “he “edn ‘Torce thig gars

>age onto the tenants of
[ower Hill. Many tenants
ire still confused about
the letters that the coun-
21l has been sending out
the other week. In the 2nd
paragraph of these letters
it 1s pointed out that the
new so-called 'fair rent'

is a provisional assess-
ment and does not include

rates, The council's asse-
ssment will have to go
before the rent scrutiny
board in June and there is
no doubt that this board
of Government lackeys will
raise the rent still high-

er., These letters are noth-

ing more than-a deliberate
attempt to crack the Tower
Hill rent strike. This
fact can be proved by the

assessments that Kirkby
Council have given to the

other dwellings they con-

trol outside of Tower Hill.

For example:?
TOWER HILL

3-BEDROOMED HOUSE

BUILT 1969
CENTRAL HEATING

CAR PORT

Kirkby council's 'fair
rent' £4,55p (not 1nclud-
ing rates).

LONGMOOR LANE
3 BEDROOMED HOUSE

BUILT 1945

NO CENTRAL HEATING

NO CAR PORT OR GARAGE
Kirkby council's 'fair
rent' £4,.45p (not includ-
ing rates).

As we all know, a fair
rent 1s assessed by the

age, locality and state of.

repair of the dwelling. It

is perfectly obvious that
the council have deliber-
ately put down much lower
estimates for Tower Hill,
knowing that the rent
scrutiny board will over-
rule them and raise the
rents to what they consid-
er'to be a 'fair rent lev-

;41§ els jThe ronly reason that

Longmoor Lane tenants got
a more truthful estimate

~_ 1s because they are not on
' ‘rent strike.

Starting on Sunday 18th

~ Feb. the Un-fair Rents
Action Group will be tour-
~ ing Tower Hill once again.
- The purpose of this is to

explain to tenants exactly
what is going on and what
progress 1s being made by
rent strikes locally and
nationally. We will be

‘talking to tenants who

were with us on rent str-

ike and have since started
paying their rent through

pressure that has been put
on them by the council.

As tenants can see and

judge from the groups bull-

etins, 50% of the estate
is still on rent and rates
strike. Some 40% have
dropped out of the strike.
We also intend to start

organising now for the str-

uggle against the rate in-
creases which are due to

be imposed on us din April.

Many other areas: of the
country who were on part-
ial rent strikes are now
organising for a total
rent and rates strike.,
(Tower Hill has been on
this path since; Oct 11th

1972). £
LI Bl addltlon to this we

expect many owner-occupi-

ers to embark on rates

strikes, as these new rate-

able values will hit them
as hard as they will hit
the council tenant. The
gasmen are in headlong
collision with the govern=-

ment's anti-working class

wage freeze. The Fords
workers, civil servants,

hospital workers, teachers

and the miners are prepar-
ing themselves for a con-
frontation, United we too
can, and are striking a
blow at this stinking

System. Correspondent
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