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THE FIRST OF MAY ~- DEMONSTRATION OF
REVOLUTIONARY CONSCIOUSNESS

~ SINCE the First of May, 1566, 68 yeers heve brought changes
in the tyne of struggle the working cless must carry out for the
emancipstion of humsnity, In the 17th Century, oppression was &
direct end brutel tyrenny of the employing class, supported by the
State, which protected its interests, In 1954, most of the world's
workers no lenger kmow their owm "baegms’: yet their conditions have
not improved, Statistice are not aveilable on this question, but
the "Boss" State controls en ever-incressing number of workers,

- abgorbed by State-controlled or netionalised concerns, This evol=-
ution should logicelly prompt workers to consider the State in this
new form, but skilfully-conducted ypropagende tends to make them
ignore 1it, |

The evolution of reletions between cepitel end lebour £fully
confirmg the position of those who drew up our doctrine and our tac-
tics of struggle, The Chicego Martyrs, for exsmple, who were
executed procleiming thelr undying opposition both to the employlng
clesg and the State, their Anarchist beliefs, not wishing -- es did
the Merxigsts -- to dissociate the State end cepitelism, and to
gatrengthen the Stete-in the felse hope of seizing control of 1t to
overthrow cepitelism, | 'y

Long snd conclupive experience haes proved them right: all

- gupport or collesboretion, in whetever form, direct or indirect,
with the Stete only results in strengthening it and leeds eventuelly
to en even worse subjection of the world of labour,

The modern berons of industry ené commerce, themks to the
nower of finence end to the new means which epplicstion of sdentific
discoveries hes msde possible, heve converted the State into e
teochnicel apwerratus, which strives to give to countries, end through
pecta, & unified control,

Through e strict gystem of cellective regulestion, the State,
whether it fights sgerinst capitalism to substitute itself, or
whether 1t su-ports the capitrlist system, leeds to the subjection
of the workers = The ebsorption of the private sector by the State
results in an even more effective dominetion them that of privete
cepitelism: it is the coronertion of State Socielism,

Stmte or reformist socislism chenged the roed of the workers
which, up to the end of the 17th Century, hed been & struggle of
conscious minorities to obtain grenter freedom and well-being for
the people, By leunching out on the conquest of the peliticel
power of the Stete, by municipal or prrlirmentery celleboration,
or yet rgoin by secret intercourse with the preletarint’s olassioc
enemy, finsnce, the politicsl prrties hrve brought the me jority
of the workers to the most facile solutioms, to labour or political

internertionels under Merwist leadershilp,
Together, they have thus re juveneted the State: mnationelism,

once wealkened by the sction of the Internetional Working Men's
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Associertion, our First Internntionel, todey recruls blind and
fenaticael supporters among workers decoyed by a false intemstionsl-
ism; in the neme of economic salvation of the State, communigts and
gsocielists sre mot afraid to enslsve other peoples, This policy
cen be carried out omly with the eid of srmed force, to & point
where budgets for the army, navy, eilr force rnd police absorb, through.
zﬁx;tion on weges, helf the energy expended by menual snd intellectusl
rkers, . s T
Absorption by the Stete goes even further, When mechine .
production beceme established, & century or so ago, in the more highly
developed countries, socielists foresew e new world, im which
injustice end socisl inequelity would be benighed, These struggles
- ©of oonscious minorities brought together scientists and workers;
divided by their origins, they were united in the search for univers-
el well-being, But, et the dewn of our own mechiavellisn century,
politicians destmyed this growing unity, . If science once repre-
sented o honme for conquering obstacles opposed to humen emencipetion,
it 18 now - to the misery of the oppressed -~ devoted to channels

’

which leed to the destruction'of life,

How cen it be thet scientists involved in thermo-nuclear
research heve directed 21l their efforts towerds totel destrustion?
How is 1t thet men of soience, end certein physicistes in particular,
heve abandoned the treditions of pure research to epply themselves
to discoveries with a sole purpose: destruction, thus meking them-
selves ecocomplices in methods of enslevéement, |

- Their position doubtless arises from their ideologicel end
economic integration with a Stete system: they errive et total
oonsecrertion to Netionel Defence, even et the price of totel dest-

ruction of people and freedom, .
It 1s high time to reelise where this exaltation of the State

lerds. Times have ochenged? Yes, but only insofer es forms which
were present 50 yeers ogo have now been pushed to their extremes, In
this world, which is clouded by the concept of the "Messiah" State
and the enslevement of thought to sefeguerrd it, the rosd to-salvetion
is one of not seprrrting economic gtruggles from the development

end strengthening of humen consciousness -- ideess posed by the
Internertionel Working Men's Assocliation in its First Mernifesto:-

‘ "Phe Congress of the Intermationel Working Men's Assocliestion
declrres thet this essocistion, with the societies and individusls
whioh belong to it, recognises ns8 the beais of its oconduct towerds ell
men truth, Justice snd morrlity, without distinetion of eolour,

belief or netionelity." |

The IWMA, spirituesl heir of thet First Internstionel, is the
only hope of the world of labour, Is not the proof that our alims
end principles sre so directly bound up with our methods of struggle?
No com-romise with eepitnlism or the Stete: oomyrpmisee_glwaya end by
bringing results directly opposed to those which ere gought, ,

No compromise, either, by teking part in wars -- e compromise
nlmost everywhere put forward &s the gsolution of the lesser evil,
After all, whet orn we hrve in common with thet terridble weepon of

destruction, the stomic bomb? ‘
We went to destroy the crpitalist snd statist structure of the

world end the H-Bomb would be of no service to us whatever, We are
interested solely in discoveries which cen raise the well-being and
culture of the people. | | |
. We oen go forwrrd, without betreying ourselves and without

despair, despite the slowness of our way eud the retreets infllicted
on ug by o coalition of repregiive forces; conscious minorities must
end by meking the right pPrevell, ; |
ndyAfterngo much gxpeﬁienoe end the confirmation that is dally
siven us through the setbroks suffered Dy pll other systems, the
Internetionsl Working Men's Associetion resiiirms on this First of
Mby itg mims, ita principles snd its teocticas Against_all oollab~
oretion with the employers or the Stele, sgeinst all war ?nd all
of petionelism, rgeinst eoll onvpression =nd colonislism,

forme '
throush the direot eotion snd universel soliderity of those who
fiocht for emencipation, e

.3 ok 3 For the IWMA Secreterist, R, LAMBERET, Secretary.
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THE CNT's CONSTANCY

- WITH desen emot¢on we heve recelved & letter written in omne
of the gloomy ~risons of the Frenco regime,

.90 that the courege op these brothers in the struggle for our
*rinoioles end ideels mey serve es an example for our future action,
we republish the letter, aesurlng them of the complete solidarity
of all membere of the IWMA, | :

IWMA' -~ CNT »
- Prison X, Spain, ,_ "',“’, ,..' ‘_ 1%th December, 1953

To the Seoreteriet of the JTWMA , To 8ll sections throughout the
world affilisted to that internatlonel organisstion, To all
revolutionery enereho~eyndioeliste throughout the World

Comredes, Firstly, our most cordial greetings to the Secretarist
of the IWMA and to a&ll revolutionsry syndicalist comrades effil-
iated to that internetioral orgenisation,  We want this
greeting to express our determinestion to cor*inue the strugegle
- egeinst Frencoism, despite the terrible sufferings we endure in
this cursed e.4 euffooeting penitentiery, convinced that we are
- not elone end that we shell finally triumph with your co-operstion
end thet of s1l IWMA comredes.. Thus, through our Intercontin-
- entel Secreterist of the CNT of Speain in Exile, we wanted to let
~_.you have evidence of the sympe hy, spirituel identificetion and
- confidence of the emsrcho-syndicelist comrades imprisoned here
~ by.the Frenco~-Felengist regime,
- You cennot imegine our setisrerction et the resolution to recognise
e the sole CNT of Spain, the Netionel Committee of the CNT of
the Interior which sattended the VIII Congress of July 19, 1953,
. together with the Intercontincntel Secretarist of the CNT of
.- Spain in Exile, our sole representetives, simce it is they who
" respect the statutes #nd principles of the IWMA,
It wes time to find e golutiom to this problem and, in all
justice, the one you have supplied: in our nsme, tell all sections
of the IWMA throughout the world th¢t there cen be mno doubt about
thig, thet it was not e thoughtless sction to find your solution,
and plgo to svert the return of those troubles which have so
greetly hrrmed the Spenigh enercho-syndiceligtg; comredes
affllisted to the IWMA must not let their good faith be exploited
by the intrigues of those who heve lost their snarcho-syndicalist

idenl,
In conclupion, we must only add thet, despite the diffiocult

siturtion in which we find ourselves through risking our lives,
nll comredes here imprisoned by Frencoism will always work for
the overthrow of this cursed end sevage regime, led by Frenco in

the nrme of intermrtionrl fescism snd the Vstican,
With # Long ILive the IWM., ¢ Long Live the CNT, we remeaim yours

for revolutionsry syndicelism,

For the CNT of penitentisry X,
The Secretary.

| Aimost ¢t the seme time we received from our brothers who
continue the struggle inside Spein, e number of stickybecks, of
which we reprint the text of thre=, Their content leaves no doubt
rg8 to these comredes' perseverance in sction to overthrow the

" vile dictetor with bloédsteined hends nnd his odious regime,

SPANISH EEOPEE’

The etrenvth of » country lics in its people.
Our people, im its struggles for 1ndependenee, has defeeted the

most Dojrrful corlwtioneg
Fre”*o ond,Hla refime Peﬁro+ fece a1l ect*vo 1ﬂaurreotionery
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movement, which fights by meaus of intel§ﬁ~*»t sabotags, @
force of opinion expressing general discontent. |
The CNT, slwsys in the breach when Franco thinks to have
beheaded it - or pretends to thirk go - is taking the
initistive calmly, firmly without precipitancy,
With time, with our ection, with popular support, WE SHALL
BE VICTORIOGS:  You will be victorious, Spanish people,
because the CNT is the psople, yLo
Franco end the Felange are the ruin smnd sheame of Spain,
Let us everywhere stir up the movement of opposition
to tyrenny. | S
Coursge. Victory awaits us. .
‘ Netional Confederation of Lsbour
etk -National Committee

.
»
»
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Spain, February,‘1954

WORKERS!  SPANIARDS!

The present tyrannical regime which is bringing the ruinastiom
of Spain, end which is not Spenish but fascist, is condemned
to death. o T el et i
But only if we desire it, DESIRE IT! All united in actiom
sgainst the common enemy, i S S :
Let us sct firmly, trying to evoid ceausing useless victims,
RESISTANCE, active snd passive, must show itself everywhere.
Confidence in ourselves. | |
The CNT is acting, Swell its underground cadres. Support
them, | : g
For the freedom of Spesin, For Peecel :

For breed 2nd well-being for all Spanierds;

- Netional Confederation of Labour,

Spein, Februery, 1954 ~ Nestional Committee

TQ _THE FEQLLE

No tyranny exists which csn resist the action of the people,
Frenco is neither omnipotent nor invulnerable, His regime
must perish, like thet of lussolini, like that of Hitler.
| Confidence in yourselves, Spenish people,
The FAI is everywhere watching, escting and struggling.

Forward.
Iberien Anarchist Federetion

Spain, February, 1754 Peningular Committee.

FRANCE

W

SINCE the Liberstion, the workers' struggles egainst the
employers snd the Goverumeut have simost alweys. beem diverted
from their objectives, smothered or openly betrayed by the big
- trede union orgenisgetionst: CGT, FO, CFIC., -

Sl Firstly there wts the period of collesboration betlween the
unions end the Govermment, lasting until 1747, Then the division
"~ of the workers into two orgemisetions -- CGT end FO -- besides
the CFTC. From the Tibersrtion to 1947 the unions (united
during thet period) cestegoiicelly opposed working-class demands,
then rfter the split within the CGT, esch orgenisation tried to
divert the workers' struggles to the benefit of 1ts own politiecs,
The working-cless hes been divided 1mnto two great enemy &armies,
Strikes have broken on fn "Anti-Russisn" pretext, just as the
workers' cleims heve beeun used to trexsform them into cheuvinist
"Amxinoche“‘or rnti~-Americen movements, The attempt has been
made +to convinee the workers thsy have & couniry - thet of their

THE VOICE JF REASON IS NOP SMOTHERED
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exploiters ~ snd@éhnat they should defend it, either by supporting

the Marshall Plan or csconomic sgreemsnts between the French

bourgecisie end the U.S.5.R..
Thet's what these @ wuuion orgaunisations, which ere bound

hand and foot to the two blocs dominating the world, have doue,
To-day, the unions, the bosses and the govermments have
enchained the workers to a system of piecework which has mnot omly
greatly increased their exploitstion, but hss enslaved them still
more to the system of production,
| To-dey, not only have the workers been divided politically N
for interests which are not theirs, but the unions end the employ-
ing class heve generally increased wsge differentiation, are
creating new hierarchical grades, with the aim >f splitting @
Privileged ceste eway from the brosd mass of the workers.
The big union orgenisations have trempled underfoot ell
the principles for which millions of workers heve fought so long,
end for which meny heve given their lives.,
What remeins of the gesins of 19367 0f the 40~hour week?
Union officials have become & Genersl Steff, and the
rank-sud~file militants simple privates, "meids of all work,®
Melcontents have been expelled or silenced; the spirit of *
criticism hes been replsced by thet of docility, - It is through
seeing their strikes feil, through being misled, that the
workers heve becomg discouragel, enid no hysterical cries of
victory by the trede-union press will change the situation,
We think that workers conscious of this trickery must
express themselves, theat their struggle must no longer be
entrusted to buresucrasts who ere peid only to defend their own
employer, thet's to s2y the union,
. We invite workers to discuss ell these questions during 1
the different meetings thet we sre orgenising, Car aim is not
to creete yet puother union, still less snother brreaucreacy,
but we want workers to express themselves, we want their unity to
be ochieved, We &lso want to prepare oudbselves, so thet in
the coming strugzgles we shell be st the mercy of neither govern~-
ment promises nor the union buresucracy,

D AT ORUEn UGS WOT e G VSR, N FREn gEed  Swes Weem, LS, (TS0, @mot-, om0y Cvem

BULGARIA

(IWMAY - THE SIXTH CONGEESS of the Bulgarien Communist
Prrty wee held in Sofies from Februsry 25 to Msrch 3. The Netionel
Theetre, =t which it took plece, was cordomned off a week before-
hend o5 o security meesure. The sessions were overloaded by the
usurl long reports end stereotyped speeches, Main guestion on
the sgende wea the second Five Year Plan,

In the midst of &« flood of lies and falsificetions, some
interesting fects emerged. Presenting the projected plem,
Georze Tohenkoff sdmitted that the first Five Yeer Floan hed not
been rchieved in egriculture, especially in breeding., The number

of cows in 1953 wes culy 74.3% of the figure for. 1529, horses
T768.7% rrd sheed 76a5%, The

crops (tobmeco, cotton,
ment, had not dbeen achlieveq,
0

R The populztion was seized by
& poule which still »ex The ramours hsve, @8 yet, not
been denied by the Governms The working cless is odenly
showing its distrust . o¢f the Comrmunist Fardy, Long demagogilce
speeches sre yowerless to di LS¢ 1

poverty ani the brutelisetlio
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which we ourselves shall aschieve, But we co.n_ider thet the
liberstion o0f the peorles oyrressed by Stalinism must also
become, for #ll hunanity, e morel liberation from Bolshevik

resction, the gre:stest denger for the world proletariat.

(FACB - from ingide
~ Dulgaeris)
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