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Anarchism and femini. |
Official secrets. Pub bars gays.
Highlands Fabricators strike. ltaly.




'SOLIDARITY PAGE 2

| | Solidarity for social revolution is
‘ RITY the new paper of the Solidarity
National Group. In Decentber 1977
. the 2 groups Solidarity and Social
Revolution merged, and this paper comes from a fusion of the 2 papers
Solidarity for self-management and Social Revolution. The paper will
.be’ produced approximately every 2 months. We welcome contributions and
letters - for the next issue please send them to Solidarity,Box 23,c/o
I63 King St.,Aberdeen. To maximise involvement and democracy the edit-
ing and lay-out of Solidarity for social revolution will be rotated
round different local editorial groups. This issue was produced in
January I978 by Solidarity members in Scotland. While the contents of
the paper generally reflect the politics of Solidarity articles signed
-by individuals don't necessarily represent the views of all members.
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Solidarity and Social Revolution
have merged, the new group retain-
ing the name Solidarity. At our
last conference in London in Octob-
er 1977 the fusion was discussed
in detail, and though this did not
make for an entertaining weekend
we were eventually able to reach
agreement on the basis of the new
group. Solidarity's 'As We See ) -
statement has been’ amended by the
inclusion of a new enlarged 'Point
6' (see below) and by the re-word-
ing of 'Point 5'(to remove sexist
“language). A new 'Point 6' has
also been added to the longer 'As
We Don't See It' statement. A rep-—.
ort by a joint working group on the
new paper was agreed upon - Solid-
arity for social revolution is to
Tome out every 2 months, with prod-
uction rotated round different edit-
orial groups. Prolonged discussion
over the organisational structure
of the new group only saw us getting
more and more tied up in knots. To
save our sanity we decided to fuse
on the basis of Solidarity's pres-
ent organisational structure , and
to refer the whole matter to a new
working group who would make
recommendations to a future-conf-
erence. We should n't leave the
report on the October conference
without thanking Clapperclaw , the
socialist and feminist folk group,
for the excellent entertainment they
provided at the social.

In December 1977 separate ballots
of all members of Solidarity and
Social Revolution were held to vote
5>n the conference's recommendation
that the 2 groups fuse on the basis
of the new 'As We See It' and the
report of the paper working group.
Members of both groups voted by
decisive majorities in favour of
the fusion. We hope and believe
that the increased resources the
fusion will bring will enable us
to make a greater contribution to
the struggle to create a libertar-
ian socialist society.

AS wr > IT

Following is the new amended
version of the basic statement of
Solidarity's politics :

1. Throughout the world, the vast
majority of people have no control
whatsoever over the decisions that
most deeply and directly affect
their lives. They sell their
labour power while others who own
or control the means of production
accumulate wealth, make the laws
and use the whole machinery of the
State to perpetuate and.reinforce
their privileged positions.

2. During the past century the
livihg standard$ of working people
have improved. But neither these
improved living standards, nor the
nationalisation of the means of
production, nor the coming to
power &f parties claiming to rep-
resent the working class have
basically altered the status of
the worker as worker. Nor have
they given the bulk of humanity
much freedom outside of production.
East and West, capitalism remains
an inhuman type of society where
the vast majority are  bossed at
work, and manipulated in consump-
tion and leisure. Propaganda and
police, prisons and schools,

- traditional values and traditional
morality all serve to reinforce
the power of the few and to con—
vince or coerce the many into
acceptance of a brutal, degrading
and irrational system. The 'Com-
munist' world is not communist and
the 'Free' world is not free.

3. The trade unions and the tra-
ditional parties of the left
started in business to change all
this. But they have come to terms
with the existing pattern of
exploitation. In fact they are
now essential if exploiting society

. is to continue working smoothly.

The unions act as middlemen in the
labour market. The politieal
parties use the struggles and
aspirations of the working class
for their own ends. The degenera=—
tion of working class organisations,
itself the result of the failure
of the revolutionary movement,

has been a major factor in crea-
ting working class apathy, which
in turn has led to the further
degeneratipon of both parties and
unions.

4. The trade unions and political
parties cannot be reformed, 'cap-

‘tured, or converted into instru-

ments of working class emancipation.
We don't call however for the
proclamation of new unions, which
in the conditions of today would
suffer a similar fate to the old
ones. Nor do we call for militants
to tear up their union cards. Our
aims are simply that the workers
themselves should decide on the
objectives of their struggles and
that the control and organization
of these struggles should remain
firmly in their own hands. The
forms which this self-activity of
the working class may take will
vary considerably from country to
country and from industry to
industry. Its basic content will
not.

5. Socialism is not just the
common ownership and control of
the means of production and
distribution. It means equality,
real freedom, reciprocal recogni-
tion and a radical transformation
in all human relatioms. It is

'man's positive self-consciousness’.

It is people's understanding of
their environment and of them-
selves, their domination over their
work and over such social institu-
tions as they may need to create.
These are not secondary aspects,
which will automatically follow
the expropriation of the old
ruling class. On the contrary
they are essential parts of the
whole process of social trans-—
formation, for without them no

genuine social transformation will
have taken place.

6. A socialist society can there-
fore only be built from below.
Decisions concerning production
and work will be taken by workers'
councils composed of elected and
revocable delegates. Decisions in
other areas will be taken on the
basis of the widest possible dis-
cussion and consultation among the
people as a whole. This democrati-
sation of society down to its very
roots is what we mean by 'workers'

power'.

Self-managed institutions and
collectivities will be the living
framework of a free society. There
can be no socialism without self-

' management. Yet a socialist

society made up of individual self-
managed units is not, of itself,
socialist. Such societies could
remain oppressive, unequal and
unjust. They could be sexist or
racist, could resurict access to
knowledge or adopt uncritical
attitudes towards 'expertise'.

We can imagine the individual units
of such a society - of whatever'
size or complexity (from chicken
farms to continents) — competing .
as 'colleetive capitalists'. Such
competition could only perpetu—
ate alienation and create new
inequalities based on new divisions
o€ labour.

Genuine freedom will only be
possible when our lives are no
longer the ohject of ecomomic,
cultural and political forces which

we experience as external to our-
selves, and which constantly tend
to regenerate capitalist or autho-
ritarian social relations. A
socialist society would therefore
abolish not only social classes,
hierarchies and other structures

of domination, but also wage-labour

.,and production for the purpose of

sale or exchange on the market.
To fulfill their needs and desires

people would live and work in free
co-operation, The national
frontiers of armed states would

be replaced by a democratic human
community, on a world scale. The
elimination of competition (and
the decay of competitive attitudes)
would have profound social effects
which we can hardly imagine

today.

7. Meaningful action, for revo-
lutionaries, 1s whatever increases
the confidence, the autonomy, the
initiative, the participation, the
solidarity, the equalitarian
tendencies and the self-activity
of the masses and whatever assists
in their demystification. Sterile
and harmful action is whatever
re-inforcesthe passivity of the
masses, their apathy, their
cynicism, their differentiatiom
through hierarchy, their aliena-
tion, their reliance on others to
do things for them and the degree
to which they can therefore be
manipulated by others - even by
those allegedly acting on their
behalf.

8. No ruling class in history

has ever relinquished its power
without a struggle and our present
rulers are unlikely to be an
exception. Power will only be

taken from them through the con—-
scious, autonomous action of the
vast majority of the people them—
selves. The building of socialism
will require mass understanding and
mass participation. By their rigid
hierarchical structure, by their
ideas and by their activities, both
social-democratic and bolshevik
types of organisations discourage
this kind of understanding and prev—
ent this kind of participation. The
idea that socialism can somehow be
achieved by an elite party (however
'revolutionary') acting 'on behalf
of' the working class is both absurd
and reactionary.

9. We do not accept the view that
by itself the working class can only
achieve a trade union consciousness.
On the contrary we believe that its
conditions of life and its exper-
iences in production constantly
drive the working class to adopt
priorities and values and to find
methods of organisation which
challenge the established social
order and established patterns of

thought. These responses are implic-

itly socialist. On the other hand,
the working class is fragmented,’
dispossessed of the means of commun-
ication, and its various sections
are at different levels of awareness
and consciou3ness. The task of the

revolutionary organisation is to help

give proletarian consciousness an

explicitly socialist content, to give

practical assistance to workers in

struggle and to help those in differ-

ent areas to exchange experiences
and link up with one another.

I0. We do not see ourselves as yet
another leadership, but merely as
an instrument for working class
action. The function of SOLIDARITY
is to help all those who are in .
conflict with the present authorit-—
arian social structure, both in
industry and in society at large,
to generalise their experience, to
make a total critique of their con-
dition and of its causes, and to
develop the mass revolutionary
consciousness necessary if society
is to be totally transformed.

‘Union are campaigning to have the

Oxford’s

Iranian _
connection

Wadham College, Oxford, has recently
opened a new library - and a very |
fine building it is too. The
trouble is that the library was
partly paid for by a donation of
£400,000 from Princess Ashraf
Pahlavi, twin sister of the Shah
of Iran, and has been named the
Ashraf Pahlavi Library.

Ashraf Pahlavi is a part—-time
heroin smuggler and full-time
murderer. In Europe she has twice
been arrested at airports with a
load of heroin in her suitcase,
only to be released because of
diplomatic pressure from Iran. In
Iran she is reputed to have had a
journalist who criticized her
burned to death in front of her,
and whether this particular story
is true or not, it is certain that,
as a leading figure in one of the
cruellest and most repressive
regimes in the world, she is
responsible for the imprisonment,
torture, and murder of many
thousands of opponents.

The Iranian dictatorship 1is
very keen to create a favourable
image in Western Europe and the
USA, and the donation to Wadham was |
no doubt expected to be an impor-
tant source of prestige. The
scheme backfired, however, thanks
to the efforts of the Iranian
student movement in Britain, and
students at Wadham and other Oxford
colleges. When the Princess
visited Wadham in June 1976, she
was greeted by an angry demonstra-
tion. Her bodyguards received some
rough handling, and Ashraf herself
had to be smuggled into the college
through a back door.

The Campaign Against Repression
in Iran (CARI) and Wadham Students'

E

library renamed after Samad Behrangi
- an Iranian authqor who was murdered
by the dictatorship — and to have

a section of the library given over
to Persian books banned by the
regime. A mass picket of the
College was held on 29th November, |
in which about ‘150 people took part|
Much to the annoyance of the College
authorities, books keep appearing
on the library shelves neatly.
labelled "“Samad Library".

~SemgmnY-

i X

The goal of this campaign -
changing the name of the library -
is symbolic in nature, but its real
value lies in spoiling the prestige

(Contd. at bottom of next column)
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Launderette
liberation

Posters and pendants proclaim: "It
isn't fair! Sign our petition!"
Sure thing, but where's the peti-
tion? "Launderette Users Action
Committee: you are being forced to
pay twicei” - So! At last, the
launderetting masses are rising up
— against machines breaking down

in the middle of the wash, against
the shortage of clothes baskets,
against paying through the nose for

a basic human right!

But, dozy though you are, you
start to notice strange facts.
How come these beautifully printed
posters haven't been torn down?
(They're displayed in the windows
of launderettes all over London.)
And how are you supposed to get in
on the action when the Action
Committee has no address or phone
number? And what's the protest
about?

it seems that the Water Authori-
ties are making the launderette
owners pay specially for the treat-
ment of their waste water. So you
are paying twice:once through the
rates, and again through these
special charges - which, unfortu-
nately, will have to be passed on
in increased prices. The new 35p
slot slides are being fitted next
month, and they won't break down.

LUAC has no address, but there's
a small notice that does have one:
LOLA, Launderette Owners London
Association.

What about this special treat-
ment of waste water? Perhaps the
recent campaign by garage owners'
against private car washing gives
us a clue. They claimed it was
better for the environment to have

your car washed by a garage, because
of the special treatment of garages'
But what treatment and

waste water.
how?

It's we who get the treatment.
The detergent just goes down the
drain.

The posters have disappeared.
But we're confident the struggle
will be taken up again, stronger
than ever!

that the Shah's regime hoped to

gain from the donation, and making

more people in Britain aware of the
extremes of poverty, repression,
and state brutality that exist in
Iran today, and of the need to
support the workers, peasants, and
students of Iran in their struggle.

D.A’.
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Scotia bars gays

On Friday 2nd December six peo-
ple went for a drink in the Scotia

Lounge in Aberdeen: when two of them

went up to the bar, they were told
they wouldn't be served: the owner
told them, '"We don't want you here.
Go elsewhere.'" Reasons given (to
the newspapers) were that the six
had been "cheeky, blatantly using
bad language and making unkind rem-
arks about other customers'". Since
these accusations were untrue, the
six people and their friends dec-
1ded the real reason for the ban
was that five of those banned are
homosexual and wear gay badges:
sympathisers with those banned
talked to the owner '"off the
record" and he confirmed this.

Many people living and working
in the area immediately stopped
using the Scotia and several also
made their feelings known to the
owner. In mid-December a meeting
was organised by the six people
who'd been banned, at the sugges-
tion of the local Libertarian

of trying to find out who was '"bent"

and saying how being gay was ''un-

natural', one of the men suddenly
stuffed a leaflet down one woman's
T-shirt, grabbed a handful of leaf-
lets from another and hit one of
the men in the face. When he tried

to pull the man off, a fourth person

was butted in the face: he lost two
teeth and had his nose broken. The
second man butted a woman and pun-
ched her in the face. The way the
men attacked made us think that was
what they were out to do from the -
start.

The next day (Wednesday) the -
two men who attacked the leaflet-
ters were fined £25 each. That
night about twenty people turned
up outside the Scotia: we came back
to show we hadn't been scared off,
and to affirm our opposition to
discrimination against gay people
and our support for them in the
fight against the prejudice and
sexism they face if they are openly

gay .

Leafletters outside the Scotia pub on the Wednesday night

Socialist Group. The six described
what had happened to about 20 sup-
porters.: They also told how the two

main gay organisations in Aberdeen -

the Scottish Minorities Group and
the University Gay Society have
been less than unanimous in their
support: many seemed to accept
the Scotia's version of events.

The meeeting decided to leaflet

regulars at the pub twice a night:
we wanted to gain their support.

Leafletting on Monday 19th and

éarly evening on Tuesday 20th went
very well: most customers took leaf-
lets and several spoke to the owner
against the ban.

Later on Tuesday evening five

| leafletters had been outside the
pub only a few minutes when two men
tried to pull them into the bar
"to put their case to customers'.

They stayed outside and the two men

 followed. After about ten minutes

Next evening a dozen of us were
outside the Scotia when the two me
arrived with seven mates (all big-
looking). We reckon. the owner must
have been afraid of more. trouble

(and more bad publicity for his
pub) because soon after several

loads of police arrived and bluntly
told the leafletters to move on

or they'd be arrested for disobey-
ing a lawful police order — they
moved on.

At the moment the six are still
banned and no further action is
planned. Most people are resigned
to this, but the support from non-
gays 1s encouraging for the future
— many won't use the pub again.

The coverage in the local pap-
ers wasn't all hostile and might
help non-gays in general to realise
that gay people exist and many of
them are prepared to show they
exist, as people and not as the
alien oddities some "comedians"
would have you believe.














































